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THE 


REVOLUTIONS 
P E R S I A: 


Containing the REIGN of 


SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN, 


WITH THE 


Invafion of the Afghans, 


And the REIGNS of 


SULTAN MIR MAGHMUD 


AND HIS 
Succelor SULTAN ASHREF F. 


To whith is prefixed, 


A chronological abridgement of the PERSIAN monarchy from its firft 
foundation. 
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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 


GEORGE LORD ANSON, 
BARON of S OBER TO N, 


Vice-admiral of ENGLAND, firít LORD COMMIs- 
SIONER of the admiralty, and one of his 
MA JESTY’s moft honourable privy-councul. 








My Lorp, 


HEN the various events were known of the fa- 
mous expedition to the souTH seas, under your 


LORDsHIP’s direction, your calmnefs and conftancy, in cir- 
cumiltances 








vi D E D I C A T ION. 





cumftances fo difcouraging, and oftentimes terrible, naturally 
excited a refpectful idea of your character: but we have 
{ince been indebted in great meafure to your Lorpsuip for 
You had the command in the firft 


truly zNGLisH day, which gave a turn to the late war, 





more eminent fervices. 


and diverted the blow aimed at an important branch of our 
commerce. ‘That day gave the firft mortal wound to the 
maritime power of FRANCE, and compenfated for the little 
fuccefs of our arms in FLANDERS. And here, my LORD, 





affection for my brother, who did his duty under your auf- 


pices, as well as the love of my country, demand the tri- 
bute of my particular thanks. 


The defire of diftin@tion, fo deeply implanted in our na- 
ture, can have no principle more noble than that of advanc- 
ing the happinefs of the fociety. The higheft offices of life, 
neceffarily create a pre-eminence in toil; the poffeffors of 
them are therefore intitled to the greater veneration. Men 
of active fpirits are ever looking forward. The fame genius 
which has hitherto conduéted your LORDSHIP will ftll lead 
you on to the increafe of your fame, and the acquifition 
of new honour. On that board at which your LORDSHIP 


prefides, depends in a very great degree the welfare and fafety 
of 
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of this nation. The fplendor of this monarchy is fupported by 





commerce, and commerce by naval ftrength. Whilft the 
feveral {tates of EUROPE accumulate maritime power, your 


LORDSHIP’s charge receives an additional weight ; and in 
proportion as your fervices prove inftrumental to your coun- 


trys welfare, your glory will increafe. 


In the following fheets, which I have the honour to pre- 
fent to your LorpsHIpP, we have a remarkable inftance of the 


pomp and fplendor of one of the greateft eaftern monar- 
chies, humbled even to the duft by the iniquitous conduct of 
minifters. How great the contraft between thefe and the 


nearer examples with which we are furnifhed by our own 
country ! Purfuits achiated by honeft motives, directed by 


wife laws, under a juft and legal fovereign, fhould they 
erect no other trophy than an honourable tomb, mutt be in- 
comparably preferable to the proudeft monuments of fuccefs- 


ful villainy. 


But providence has been indulgent to your LORDSHIP £ 
your endeavours for the fervice of your country, have been 
brought to a fuccefsful iffue, and your wifhes accomplifhed 
in the reward of thofe fervices. May that providence {till 

pro- 
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protec you in all the important concerns of your ftation, 
and in all the circumftances of your private life. I am, with 
great refpedct, 


MY LORD, 





Your LORDSHIP'S 


moft obedient 
London, 


Jenuary, 1753. 


humble fervant, 


Jonas Hanway. 
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VOL IIL. PART I. 





A 
SUMMARY VIEW 
OF THE 


PERSIAN MONARCHY, 


FROM THE 


FIRST FOUNDATION BY CYRUS 





TO THE 





REIGN or HUSSEIN, THE ELEVENTH AND LAST 
KING OF THE SEFFIE DYNASTY. 


CHAP. L 


A chronological account of the PERSIAN empire, from its foundation by 
CYRUS the GREAT, 42 the year of the world 3426, to the invafion of 
ALEXANDER the GREAT. 





CYRUS the GREAT, A.M. 3426." 
T PERSIAN empire, founded by cyrus the GREAT, was the 


°” {fecond of the four antient monarchies which have been efta- 

blifhed in the world. It is remarkable that this wife and formi- 

dable prince was mentioned by name in the facred fcriptures two hundred 
Vou. IHN. A years 


a Tt muft be obferved there are very few dates in which hiftorians agree exactly. 
d The fr was the assy rian, 





2 A SUMMARY VIEW OF Part I. 


years before his birth ; for Gop was pleafed to declare that he would be 
his guide, and lead him by the hand to fubdue all nations before him. 


This prince was the fon of cAmByses king of PERSIA, by MAN- 
DANA daughter of ASTYAGES king of MEDIA. CyaxARes, who ac- 
ceeded his father asTy AGEs, being threatened with an invafion by the 
king of BABYLON, entered into an alliance with the king of PERSIA, 
and feveral other princes bordering on his dominions, for their mutual 
defence ; on this occafion CAMBYSEs fent cyRUS with 30,000 foot to 
join the MEDEs. CyRus entered the enemy’s country, gained a com- 
plete victory over the BABYLONIANSs in the firft engagement, in which 
their king fell in battle : he then marched up to the walls of BABYLON; 
but finding that the garrifon confifted of 100,000 men, he retired with 
CYAXARES into MEDIA, to ftrengthen their alliance and augment their 
forces. CyaxAREs, fenfible of the merit of his nephew cyrus, gave 
him his daughter in marriage, and made him heir to his MEDIAN domi- 
nions; upon which cyrus marched towards BABYLON, leaving Cy AXARES 
in MEDIA. CyRus furprifed the BABYLONIANs before they joined their 
forces, and, marching with the utmoft expedition, gave them battle, and 
was a fecond time victorious. He took sarpis, and making crasus 
king of LYDIA + prifoner, poffeffled himfelf of all his treafure and the 
wealth of that opulent city; but reftored crzsus to his throne. 


After fubduing the LESSER ASIA, SYRIA, and part of ARABIA, CYRUS 
marched a fecond time to the walls of BAByLon. He caufed a number 
of canals to he made, and on the evening of the feaft, cutting the banks 
of the TIGRES, the water of that river being let into the canals, fell fo 
low that he marched feveral bodies of forces on both fides of the city, 
along the bed of the river. The BABYLONIANS were then folemnizing 
a grand feftival, fo that he found an opportunity of entering the brazen 
gates which the drunken BABYLONIANS had left open; and taking BAL- 
SHAZAR the king and his whole court prifoners, put them to the fword, 
fulfilling the prophecy of DANIEL, that the cruelties which the BABYLO- 
NIANs had exercifed upon others, fhould be returned upon themfelves. 

CYRUS, 


+ Situated in the prefent naTOLIAi 
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Cyrus, after being 26 years general of the forces both of his father 
and uncle, at length recovered all the countries in AFRICA and LESSER 
asta, which had been in fubjection to the AssyRIAN empire. He then 
returned to BABYLON, and both his father CAMByYSEs and his uncle 
CYAXARES dying, he became the fole monarch of this vaft empire of 
PERSIA. 





In the firft year of the reign of cyrus‘, expired the feventieth 
year of the JEWISH captivity in BABYLON, and by the advice of the 
prophet DANIEL he publifhed an edict for re-building the temple of Je- 
RUSALEM and re-peopling that city with its antient inhabitants: he re- 
{tored all the veffels of the temple, which NEBucHADOoONoOsoR had taken 
from thence and placed in the temple of BAAL at BABYLON Upon 
this the jews returned to their own country under the conduct of ZoRo- 
BABEL. In cyRus’s time the PERSIAN empire extended from the gulph 
of oRMUs and the RED sEA and from ETHIOPIA on the fouth, to the 
EUXINE and CASPIAN SEAS on the north; and from the river 1npus*on 
the eaft, to the deferts of LyBIA‘, the MEDITERRANEAN and EGEAN‘* 
SEAs on the weit. 


Cyrus made it the bufinefs of his reign to exercife juftice, and to re- 
lieve the opprefled; governing the nations he had conquered with fuch 
humanity and tendernefs, that they became his faithful fubjects. He 
reigned fole monarch of PERSIA only feven years, and died in BABYLON 
leaving his fon cAmBysEs his fuccefior. 


CAMBYSES, 4.M. 3433. 


Soon after CAMBYSES afcended the throne of PERSIA ; AMASIS the 
tributary king of EGYPT, endeavoured to render himfelf independent of 
the PERSIAN crown. CAmBysEs invaded EGYPT, but AMAsIs dying, 
he gave battle to his fon psAMENITUs, and entirely defeated him: this 
prince flying to MEMPHIS Ẹ his capital, was taken prifoner, and the city 
furrendered ; on which not only the EGYPTIANS fubmitted to cAMBYSEs, 

A 2 but 


e A. M. 3426. a Now called the scinp. e The part of arrica bordering 
on EGYPT. F ARCHIPELAGO t Acity of Ecyrr in the ifland of DELTA. 
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but LIBYA, CYRENIACA *, and other diftant countries fought his protec- 
tion. But the ETHIOPIANsS, and the inhabitants of that part of AFRICA 
where ftood the temple of JUPITER AMMoN, refufing to fubinit, he in- 
vaded both at the fame time. The army he fent againft the amMontans f 
was deftroyed by a tempeft, which raifed the fands in fuch a manner that 
his troops were fuftocated. In rruropra he fucceeded but little better, 
the greateft part of his troops were deftroyed by famine and reduced to 
the neceflity of eating human flefh. With the {mall remains of his army 
he returned to THEBES, where he plundered the temples of that opulent 
city of all their valuable moveables, and demolifhed thofe beautiful 
ftructures. 


CAmByses became fo jealous of his brother smerpis, who had ac- 
companied him in this war, that he fent him into PERSIA, and there 
caufed him to be murdered. His fitter MEROE, whom he had married, 
fuffered the fame fate, for making fome reflexions on this a¢t of cruelty. 
This prince had little fenfibility of the laws of humanity, but fubftituted 
pride and cruelty in their place; he caufed many of his great officers to 
be buried alive. He one day afked prexaspres what the people faid of 
him? That minifter replied, they admired his many good qualities, but 
wifhed that he had not fuch an inclination for wine. <‘ That is, returned 
‘“ CAMBYSES, they imagine that wine deprives me of my fenfes, but 
“ you fhall judge of that immediately.” Having drunk more than ufual, 
he ordered his cupbearer, who was fon to PREXASPES, to ftand at the 
further end of the room, and taking a bow and arrow, declared he aimed 
at his heart; after he had fhot him, he ordered the young lord to be 
opened, and his heart to be brought to him; the arrow having pierced it, 
he fhewed it to his father, and afked him if he had not a fteady hand? 
The unhappy parent replied, with the flattery of the modern times to 
PERSIAN kings; “ apotto himfelf could not have thot better.” 


In the eighth year of the reign of CAMBysEs, an impoftor refembling 
his brother smerp1s who had been put to death, impofing on the peo- 
ple, ufurped the crown, CamByseEs who was then abfent refolved to 

march 





2 Now called BARCA in AFRICA, t Inhabiting a part of LIBYA. 
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march againft the ufurper, but, as he was mounting his horfe, his {word 
flipping out of its fcabbard gave him a wound in the thigh, of which 
he died. This cAmMBysEs is fuppofed to be the ANASUERUs mentianed 
in the f{criptures., 


SMERDIS, 4.M. 3441. 


The ufurper SMERDIS, the ARTAXERXES of the fcripture, was the 
fon of one of the MAGI, who was governor of BABYLON, and is there- 
fore ufually ftiled the MAGr1aN. He endeavoured by all means to 
gain the affections of the people; and, to prevent his being difcovered, 
concealed himfelf in the royal palace: but this precaution ferved only to 
raife the fufpicion of the great men, among whom was oTaNEs, whofe 
daughter PHEDYMA, SMERDIS had taken to his bed. This lady finding 
that her hufband had loft his ears, which for fome offence had been cut 
off by cyrus, difcovered the deceit; on which feveral of the nobility 
entered into a confpiracy, and afiaflinated the ufurper in his palace. 


DARIUS fon of HYSTASPES, Z. M. 3443. 


The nobility then proceeded to the choice of a fucceffor, and DARIUS 
fon of HYSTASPEs was elected. This prince married two of the daugh- 
ters of cyrus the GREAT. In the third year of his reign, he gave 
orders that the building of the temple of sERUsaLemM fhould be carried 
on at the expence of the ftate, requiring the ye wtsu priefts to pray for 
him, and to denounce curfes againit all who fhould obftru& the work. 


The PERSIAN court being removed from BABYLON to susa, the for- 
mer city revolted. Darius in the fifth year of his reign marched his 
army and befieged it. He met with but little fuccefs for 18 months : 
at length zopyRus, one of his generals, cut off his own nofe and ears, 
and then fled to the city, pretending that he had been thus mangled by 
order of DARIus: this aftonifhing ftratagem gained him the confidence 
of the BABYLONIANS, who readily entrufted him with the command of 
their troops in feveral fallies, and in a fhort time engaging them to con- 
fide entirely in him, he betrayed the city to DARIUs. When this prince 
took 
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took pofieilion of it, he caufed 3000 citizens to be impaled, and the 
walls to be demolifiied. 


Darivs next invaled scyTuHra with an army of 600,000 men; but tlie 
enemy retiring before the PERSIANS, drew them into a country ccvered 
with fnow, where pARtus loft great part of his army, without fighting, 
and with great difficulty made his retreat. The scyTu1ans foon re- 
turned this vifit, invaded THRACE, and plundered the country as far as 
the HELLESPONT. While DARIUS was engaged in his expedition again{ft 
the scy THIANS, MEGABYSUS the PERSIAN governor of THRACE fubdued 
the MACEDONIANS, and made them tributary to PERSIA. 


He then invaded INDIA, and, as fome hiftorians fay, made an entire 
conquelft of all that country. He was {oon after engaged in fupprefling a 
rebellion of the 1oNIANS, who had drawn the ATHENIANS and other 
GRECIAN ftates into the plot; but the 1onrANns, being deferted by all 
their allies, were entirely fubdued. Darius refenting the injury done 
him by the ATHENIANS in joining the IoNIANS, who had burnt the city 
of sARDIS, determined to invade GREECE by fea and land: he therefore 
fent an army under the command of MARDONIUS a young lord who had 
married his daughter; this fleet meeting with a ftorm in the BEGEAN SEA, 
he loft 300 of his fhips and 20,000 men, and the army being furprized 
by the THRACIANS, it was with great difhculty MARDONIUS made his 
retreat over the HELLESPONT into ASIA. 





After this, DARIUS again invaded GREECE, utterly deftroyed the city 
of ERETRIA in EUBÆA Ẹ, and made himfelf matter of all the iflands of 
the EGEAN SEA. He then marched towards ATHENS; the ATHENIANS 
fent to the LACEDEMONIANS to join them, but before they arrived they 
fought the famous battle of MARATHON f, jn which MILTIADEs the 
ATHENIAN general, tho’ his forces did not amount to 10,000 men, not 
only repulfed the PERSIANS, but entirely defeated them; many thoufands 


fell by the fword, and more perifhed in the fea, endeavouring to get on 
board their fhips. 





DARIUS 


+ An ifland belonging to GREECE, t A town of ATTICA in GREECE. 
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Darıuvs now made great preparations for invading GREECE in perfon, 
and reducing EGYPT which had alfo revolted, but died before his armies 
took the field, and was fucceeded by his fon XERXES. 


XERXES, 4. M. 3479. 


This prince no fooner afcended the throne than he marched with a 
powerful army into EGYPT, and compelled that people to fubmit again 
to the dominion of PERSIA. To revenge the overthrow the PERSIANS 
had fuffered at MARATHON, he made great preparations for conquering 
GREECE, and began his march with an army which fome hiftorians fay 
amounted to three millions of men® Leronrpas, one of the kings of 
SPARTA, defended the ftreight of THERMOPIL#@ with 4,000 men. This 
ftreight, which is only 25 feet broad, lies between THESSALY and PHOCIs; 
and was thought the only paflage by which the PERs1ans could enter 
ACHAIA by land. Here, after lofing 20,000 men, XERXES was ready 
to defpair of forcing his way, when a native of the country difcovered to 
him a fecret paflage up the. mountain which commanded the ftreight. 
A detachment went thither; and the SPARTANS feeing the PERSIANS 
above them, and finding it impoffible to defend the poft, LEONIDAS 
commanding the reft of his troops to retire, ftay’d in the pafs with only 
300 men, which after making an obftinate defence were all cut to pieces 


except one man, who efcaped to SPARTA, and was there condemned 
for cowardice. 


The day the battle was fought at THERMOPILÆ, the GRECIANS with 
400 fail obtained a victory at fea over the PERSIAN fleet of 1000 fail: 
the weather being ftormy, above 200 of the PERSIAN fleet were caft 
away, and the GRECIANSs falling upon them before their {cattered {hips 


were joined, obtained an eafy victory at ARTEMISIUM a promontory of 
EUBAA. 


XERXES now dividing his army, fent one part to DELPHOs, whe-e 
they plundered the temple of an immenfe treafure, and with the other 
he 


© Some think it more confiftent to read three hundred thoufand 3 and this number is probable, 
conidering they carried their wives and children. 
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he marched to ATHENS, which finding abandoned by the inhabitants, 
he plundered and burnt it. 


A PERSIAN fleet was foon after fent to sALAMrs in fearch of the 
GRECIANS, but the joint fect ef the ATHENIANS commanded by TEE- 
MISTOCLES, and of the LACEDEMONIANS by EURYBIADES, totai'y de- 
feated the PERSIANS. XERXES was difpirited at the lofs of this naval 
battle, and returned into Asra, leaving MARDONIUS behind him with 
300,000 men. ‘The following year this army was entirely defeated near 
PLATE +4, and the persian general killed in the field of battle. The 
fame day the GREEKS obtained another victory over the PERSIAN fleet. 


XERXES now difgufted at foreign wars and averfe to bufinefs, aban- 


doned himfelf to his pleafures, and was murdered while fleeping in 
his bed. 


ARTAXERXES, 4.M. 3500. 


ARTAXERXES the fon of xERxEs afcended the throne. In the be- 
sinning of this reign c1moN the fon of MILTIADES, and general of the 
ATHENIANS, took feveral cities in THRACE, recovered and reftored to 
their liberties moft of the GRECIAN cities in the LESSER ASIA, obtained 
a fignal victory over the PERSIAN fleet, defeated an army of 30,000 
PERSIANS, and carried the plunder of it, which was extremely valuable, 
in triumph to ATHENS. 


ARTAXERXES in order to make head againft cimon, made THEMISTO- 
cies, who had been banifhed by the ATHENIANS, general of his armies 
on that fide; but THEMIsTOCLES Chofe rather to die by a dofe of poifon 
than fight againft his country. 


About this time the EGYPTIANS revolted, and chofe INARUs the 
prince of LIBYA their king; the ATHENIANS entered into an alliance 
with him againft the PERSIANS, and fent to his affiftance a fleet of 
200 fail, which in conjunction with the EGYPTIAN navy ruined that of 
PERSIA. At land they defeated an army of 300,000 PERSIANS; but the 

next 


+ A city of sozoria, famous for the defeat of xERxEs’s army. 
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next year ARTAXERXES gained a decifive victory over the confederates, 
reduced the whole kingdom of EGYPT, made 1INaARUs prifoner, and put 
him to death. ‘This being contrary to the articles of capitulation made 
with the PERSIAN general MEGABysus, he retired to his government in 
SYRIA, raifed a rebellion there, and defeated the forces that were fent 
again{t him, fo that ARTAXERXES found it neceflary to come to an agree- 
ment with him. 





This was that ARTAXERXES, who by an exprefs decree permitted the 
Jews to rebuild the walls of JERUSALEM ; and the feventy weeks men- 
tioned by the prophet DANIEL, after which the Meffiah was to appear 
upon the earth, are faid to commence frorn the date of this decree. 


Cimon afterwards defeated the peRs1ANs both by fea and land, com- 
pelled them to accept of peace on thefe terms, that the GRECIAN cities 
in ASIA fhould enjoy their liberties, be governed by their own laws, and 
that the PERSIAN fleet fhould not enter the GRECIAN feas. ARTA- 
XERXES died in the forty-fourth year of his reign, and was fucceeded by 
his only lawful fon xErxes II. 





XERXES Il. 4. M. 3544. 


ARTAXERXES having had feveral fons by his concubines, particularly 
SOGDIANUS, OCHUS, and ARSITEs, the firft entered into a confpiracy with 
one of the chief eunuchs, and murdered xerxeEs II. in his chamber, 
where he had fallen afleep, after a drunken debauch, forty-five days after 
his acceffion. 


SOGDIAN US. 


SOGDIANUus then ufurped the throne, on which his brother ocrrus 
raifed an army under pretence of revenging his brother xERXEs’s death ; 
great numbers of the nobility followed his banners; OCHUS was pro- 
claimed king, and socp1aNus being abandoned, furrendered himfelf to 
his brother, who put him to a cruel death, after having enjoyed the title 
of king little more than fix months, 


Vor. II. B OCHUS, 
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OCHUS, called DARIUS NOTHUS, 4. M. 3544. 


Ocuus afcended the throne, and changed his name to DARIUS. AR- 
sITES, another of his brothers, difputing the crown with him, obtained 
two victories over him; but the GREEKS in his pay being corrupted, 
AkSITES was forced to fubmit, and furrendering himfelf was put to 
death, as was PISUTHNES governor of LYDIA, who afterwards endea- 
voured to make himfelf king of that province. Several others fuffered 
the fame punifhment, particularly one of his eunuchs, who had the am- 
bition to afpire to the throne. 


In this reign the EGYPTIANS revolted and chofe a king of their own, 
but DARIUS at length reduced EGYPT as well as MEDIA, which had alfo 
endeavoured to fhake off the yoke of PERSIA. Darius died after a 
troublefome reign of 19 years, and left the crown to aRsAces his eldeft 
fon. To his younger fon cyrus he gave the LESSER asia, of which he 
had before been viceroy. 


ARTAXERXES II, 4. M. 3563. 
ARSACES, on afcending the throne, took the name of ARTAXERXEs,. 
and from his extraordinary memory was by the GREEKs called MNeMon *. 
Under this prince happened the famous retreat of xENOPHON thro’ moft 
of the provinces of the empire, with only ten thoufand GREEKS. He 
reigned thirty-fix years, and was ninety-four years old when he died,. 
being worn out with the diftractions of: his family, and the frequent re- 
volts of his fubjects in the latter part of his reign.. 


OCHUS, 4. M. 359g: 


Ocuvus, fon of ARTAXERXES, concealed his father’s death, and ad- 
miniítered the government in his name near ten months; during which 
time he made a decree in the name of his father, for declaring himfelf 
king. When he found he was fufficiently eftablifhed, he took upon him 


the 


* Rememberer, 
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the government in his own rame. He was very cruel, but a valiant 
prince: he recovered EGYPT, fubdued sYRIA and cyPRus, and was at laft 
fluin by BAGOAsS, one of the eunuchs of his chamber, who had the prin- 
cipal fhare in the adminiftration the latter end of his reign. 


ARSES, Æ M. 2625. 


The power of the eunuch BaGoas was fo great, that he placed his 
late mafter’s fon ARsEs on the throne; and four years after, finding that 
prince difpofed to call him to an account, he caufed him and his whole fa- 


mily to be affaffinated, and advanced DAkIus, furnamed CODOMANUs, to 
the throne. 


DARIUS III, furnnmed CODOM ANUS, A. M. 3629. 


Darius, governor of ARMENIA, and coufin-german to OCHUS, was 
made {ole monarch of PERrsIA. BAGoaAs ftill expecting to have the en- 
tire adminiftration of the government in DAR1U9’s reign, as he had in the 
reigns of feveral of his predeceflors, finding this prince refolved to take 
the power into his hands, prepared a dofe of poifon for him, who being 
acquainted of the defign, compelled him to drink it himfelf, 


Darius had a beautiful perfon, was an accomplifhed prince, and the 
delight of his fubjects. He had the profpect of enjoying a happy reign, 
when the GRECIANS being all united, determined to revenge themfelves 
on the PERSIANS for the ravages they had fuffered from them. They 
chofe PHILIP king of MACEDON their generaliffimo in the intended war; 


but he being murdered before every thing was ready, he was fucceeded 
by his fon ALEXANDER then 20 years of age. 


ALEXANDER the creat, 4. M. 3631. 


This prince having fettled his affairs in GREECE, marched into asta 
with 30,000 foot, and 5000 horfe; with this force he paffed the cra- 
wicus®, though it was defended by 100,000 PERSIANS, and auxiliary 

B 2 GREEKS; 


A river in NA‘TOLIA, 
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GREEKS; and having gained the oppofite fhore, he foon obtained a com- 
plete victory. After which SARDIS, EPHESUS, and many other cities 
opened their gates to the conqueror, and MITHRIDATES king of PONTUS, 
with feveral other princes of asia, fubmitted to him, and joined him with 
their forces; his army daily increafed as he advanced, fo that the PER- 
SIAN empire was not conquered by the 35000 GREEKS only. 


ALEXANDER the next campaign poffeffed himfelf of an advantageous 
pafs in CILICIA ; pofting his troops, fo as to prevent his being furrounded 
by the numerous hoft of the pers1ans. Darius put himfelf at the 
head of a formidable army and marched to meet the MACEDONIANS: he 
had 20,000 GRECIAN forces in his fervice; but his pers1an horfe having 
no room to act, he was defeated ; and an incredible flaughter enfued. 
The PERSIAN camp was taken, and among the reft of the prifoners were 
the mother, the wife, and fome of the children of DARIUS. 


From the death of cyrus the crear, to the invafion of PERSIA by 
ALEXANDER the GREAT, are about 209 years. During this period, the 
PERSIANS confiding in their numbers, and neglecting the arts of war, 
became the more eafy conqueft of the Grecians, by whom this for- 
midable monarchy was fubverted. 


CH A FB. I 


The GRECIAN empire over the PERSIANS. The ROMAN congue. The re- 
efablijhment of PERSIA by ARTAXERXES. The TURKISH government in 
PERSIA, to the re-eflablifhment of that kingdom in the line of the SEFFIES. 


GRECIAN EMPIRE, A.M. 3635. 


ERSIA now became a part of the GREcIAN empire, which was 
too formidable and extenfive to laft long under one head. 





ALEXANDER died, 4.M. 3643, eight years after his conqueft, and 
this and others of his vaft acquifitions were divided among the partners 


of his victories, 3 
SYRIA 





Chap. II. THE PERSIAN MONARCHY. 13 


SYRIA formerly part of the PERSIAN monarchy, continued in the 
family of seLeucus the fon of ANTIOCHUS, one of ALEXANDER’S Cap- 
tains, about 250 years. 








ROMAN CONQUEST, 4. M. 3913. 


From the conqueft of ALEXANDER to that of the ROMANS, are com- 
puted 270 years. 


Out of PERSIA arofe the kingdom of PARTHIA, which included the 
fouthern provinces of PERSIA, and the city now called 1sFAHAN was the 
metropolis of that kingdom, fituated in the heart of the prefent PERSIA. 
This kingdom fubfifted 470 years, which leaves the æra of the world, 
and comes 228 years into that more glorious of the birth of the Saviour 
of the world, when ARTAXERXES the firft king of his race revived the 
kingdom of PERSIA, which included PARTHIA. 


ARTAXERXES, 4.D. 228. 


The kingdom of persia thus reftored by ARTAXERXES fubfifted up- 
wards of 400 years, when it was conquered by the sARACENS, and be- 
came a part of the SARACEN empire. 








SARACEN EMPIRE,- 4.D. 628%. 


The ARABIANS under the sARACEN empire, the TURKS, TARTARS, and 
ARMENIANS, alternately poffeffed or divided persia for 769 years, but 
this period feems to be left in great obfcurity. 


TAMERLANE, 4.D. 1397. 


TAMERLANE chief of the OUSBEG TARTARS conquered BAJAZET, 
and fubduing PERSIA prepared the way for another race. TAMERLANE 
died in 1402, leaving a fucceffion of kings till 1499, when the firft of 


the sEFFIES or prophets began to reign. 
The 


+ Six years after maHomMED, 622 of CHRIST, the firt of maHoMmED. The MAHOMMEDAN 
ær2 is reckoned by lunar years. 
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The SEFFIES, 4.D. 1499. 


This family cannot be faid to have exifted longer than 227 years, 
when MAHOMMED chief of KANDAHAR invaded PERSIA, 4. D. 1722. As 
the line of the sErrres includes the unfortunate reign of SHAH SULTAN 
HUSSEIN, we {hall give the out lines of their refpective chara¢ters accord- 
ing to the beft accounts. 


ISMAEL, 4. D. 1499. 


SCHEICH EIDAR a defcendant of arr, who had diftinguifhed himfelf 
for his piety and contempt of worldly glory ; feparating from the TURK- 
IsH doctors, fet up a new religion. He was murdered by RUSTAN, 
and left behind him three fons; the two eldeft fled to avoid their father’s 
fate, and IsMAEL the youngeft, who was then a child, was fnatched 
from the danger by his father’s friends, and fecretly educated in the 
province of GHILAN, in the principles of the fect of scHEICH EIDAR; and 
as he grew up, he difcovered a great zeal to fupport them. He was 
handfome, eloquent and courageous. 


Thofe who by perfecution, had been obliged to abandon the religious 
tenets of his father, flocked to him. By their affiftance he took feveral 
places, and led his forces to ravris, where the gates being opened to 
him, he entered in triumph. Anvanre the king, who had rendered 


himfelf odious to the people, flying at his approach, he became matter 
of the city without drawing his fword. 


ALVANTE and his brother, who had been at variance, and engaged in 
a civil war, were now reconciled; while they were marching to join 
their forces, IsMAEL purfued the fugitive ALVANTE, and defeated him 


in a battle, in which he was killed. He afterwards obtained two victo- 
ries over the brother of ALVANTE. 


IsĪmaEL having pofieffion of the throne, marched againft the 1BE- 
RIANS™, the ALBANIANS”, and the TARTARS, and obliged them to pay 


tribute 


7 Some accounts make this 1so08. m Now called the GEORGIANS. a ALBANIAS 


now called sHIRVAN. 
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tribute to PERSIA, which for fome years they had refufed. He then 
gained a fignal victory over the king of sAaMARCAND, and afterwards en- 
gaged in a war with the fultan of Ecypr and the grand fignior. 


IsMAEL was reputed one of the greateft kings that ever ruled in the 
eaft. The PERSIANS were prepoffeffed with fuch an high efteem for 
him, that they confidered him as a man altogether divine; therefore 
when they fought under his command, they braved dangers, and even 
death with the greateft intrepedity. He died at 45 years of age, and 
left four fons, of whom r4HMas the eldeft, of 18 years old, fucceeded 
to his throne. 


TMHHMAS, 4.D. 1525. 


TauHMasS had three brothers, each of whom had an appanage fettled 
on them by 1sMAEL their father, but of thefe only one died a natural 
death, one being killed for a revolt, and the other for fear he fhould 
revolt. 


TaHMa~sS, tho’ he had neither the capacity nor the intrepidity of his 
father, was a very able foldier ; but fo avaricious, that he committed 
very atrocious acts of injuftice, for the fake of the moft trifling profit; 
and fo averfe to bufinefs, that he abandoned the government entirely to 
his minifters, and devoting himfelf to eafe and pleafure, fhut himfelf up 
in his harram for many years, without going abroad. After having 
reigned nine years, without being engaged in any confiderable war, he 
had the mortification to fee his kingdom invaded by the Turks, in 
which expedition, suULIMAN the TURKISH emperor made himfelf mafter 
of TAVRIS, took BABYLON, and caufed himfelf to be crowned king of 
PERSIA. After this conqueft, all the cities of ASSYRIA opened their gates 
to SULIMAN, who had alfo reduced courpISTAN and DIARBECKIR. 
But r4£uMas at length having laid wafte the country, the enemy’s army 
was almoft ftarved, and obliged to leave persta. He gave the com- 
mand of his troops to an experienced general, and purfued the TURKS, 
who being furprized in the diforder of a retreat, the PERSIANS gained a 
complete victcry. PzRsta now enjoyed peace for fourteen years, when 

O | SULIMAN, 
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SULIMAN, 4. D. 1548, took the field with 200,000 men. T#yHMas 
with 100,000 men and 10,000 PORTUGUESE, who at that time were 
very powerful in asta, engaged them the following year, and gained a 
complete victory, 130,000 TURKS being killed in the field of battle. 





After this lofs suLimawn concluded a peace with T#HMaAs, and affairs 
remained in that ftate during 28 years, when the pErs1AN monarch died 
aged about 68. At his death he nominated his third fon for his fuc- 
cefior, but the grandees, not approving his choice, offered the crown to 
KHODA-BENDE the eldeft fon; and he refufing it, they gave it to ISMAEL 
the fecond fon of TÆHMAS. 








ISMAEL H AD. 1575. 


This prince was then 43 years of age, and was prifoner at the fame 
time when his eldeft brother KHODA-BENDE refufed to accept the dia- 
dem. He delighted in war, and had been feveral years confined for the 
fault of raifing troops and oppofing tke enterprizes of the TURKS, who 
contrary to the truces concluded with them, made frequent incurfions into 
PERSIA. TæĦnmMas though he fhut up his fon rsmaert in prifon, en- 
deavoured to make his life as eafy as poflible, by fending the moft beau- 
tiful women to him; but 1smaeEx réfufed their embraces, declaring that 
for himfelf he was eafy under his imprifonment ; but could not tell 
whether he fhould have the fortitude to bear with the confinement, 
fhould he have children, and that he had rather have none, than fee 
them miferable. 


IsmatEL began his reign by putting to death that brother, to whom 
his father had left the crown. And being defirous to difcover which of 
the grandees had advifed his father to keep him fo long a prifoner, 
caufed a report to be made that he was dead, when learning by his fpies 
what had been faid of him, he appeared again; fome of his domettic 
enemies he ordered to be feized, others who fled with the forces under 
them to the extremities of the kingdom, he purfued. The rurxs alarmed 
at his motions, took the field, and made incurfions into his dominions. 


IsMAEL being enraged at his difappointments, put thofe to death whom 
he 
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he moft fufpected, and prepared for a war with his foreign enemies ; but 
while thefe preparations were going forwards he was poifoned, and died 
after a reign of two years. 


MAHOMMED KHODA-BENDE, 4.D. 1577. 


This prince, who refided in the province of KHORASAN, and had refufed 
to accept the crown, after many folicitations, yielded, and was proclaimed 
king. Very different characters are given of him: fome writers aflert- 
ing that his defire was to imitate thofe kings who had the intereft and 
honour of their country moft at heart; and others, that his whole de- 
light was to fhut himfelf up in his harram, and {pend his time with his 
women. But the latter account in all probability is falfe: it is true he 
had weak eyes, occafioned either by a defect in nature, or by a fit of fick- 
nefs ; and this alone probably made him fhut himfelf up in his palace ; 
but the tranfactions of this reign give no indications of the kingdom being 
governed by a very weak and effeminate prince. 


Three of his brothers, who on his afcending the throne fled to the 
TURKISH frontiers, he allured to court, with fair promifes, and then put 
them to death. He obtained feveral very fignal victories over the TURKS, 
who alfo took fome towns from him, but not without the lofs of many 
of their forces. 


He reigned eight years, and left three fons ; the two firft reigned only 
a few months, but the third, apas the GREAT, governed PERSIA for 
many years. 


EMIR HEMSE, firt fon of MAHOMMED 
KHODA-BENDE, in 158s. 


This being KHODA-BENDE’s eldeft fon, he fucceeded his father, but 
ISMAEL his younger brother, caufed him to be murdered in his chamber 
by affaffins, who deceived the guards under the difguife of women, 
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ISMAEL III, fecond fon f MAHOMMED 
KHODA-BENDE, in 1585- 


IsĪmaEL the IIId no fooner got poflefion of the throne by the murder 
of his elder brother, than he thought to fecure the poffeffion of it by 
difpatching asas the youngeft; but being prevented by his governor, 
meafures were taken to remove IsMAEL. ‘This bufinefs was entruifted to 
his barber, who while he was fhaving him cut his throat. The lords 
then prefent, who were accomplices in the crime, inftantly killed the 
barber, to prefent‘a difcovery. ‘The fratricide 1sMAEL died the fame year 
as his brother, and Asas took poffeflion of the crown. 


ABAS the creat, 4. D. 158s. 


This prince is generally efteemed one of the greateft kings that ever 
reigned in PERSIA ; his memory is to this day held in the higheft vene- 
ration; and feveral noble works of antiquity yet remain, fome of which 
I have mentioned, as the caufe-way on the coaft of the casP1AN. He 
was but eighteen years old when he began his reign, and had all the 
qualifications of a great prince, except one: for his inhumanity tarnifhed 
the glory of his good qualities. MuUuRCHED-KOULI-KHAN, who in his 
youth had been his governor, and to whom he owed the crown, pre- 
tending to controul him, he caufed him to be killed in his prefence, and 
the next day, all the friends and relations of this man, to whom he was 
under fuch high obligations, fuffered the fame fate. 








The TURKS, fince the time of ismaEL II, had conquered above 150 
leagues in length from north to fouth, and in breadth from the weftern 
coaft of the CASPIAN to the BLACK sEA; alfo BABYLON, with MEsopPo- 
TAMIA and ASSYRIA. Apsas foon recovered the PERSIAN dominions; 
made great conqueits in TURKEY, and recovered oRMus from the PORTU- 
curse. He gave a martial fpirit to the people; polifh’d their manners ; 
and applying himfelf to civil government, brought the governors of the 
provinces, who were before in a great meafure independent, into fub- 


jection. 
But 
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But in the midft of his glory, his reign was rendered unhappy by an 
unjuft fufpicion of his children. He had but three, of whom he caufed 
the eyes of the two youngeft to be put out. His eldeft SEFFIE-MYRZA, 
whom he had referved for the crown, was a young man of great virtue, 
and filial affection: he even difcovered to his father a conf{piracy which 
had been formed againft him: but notwithftanding this, giving way to 
his fufpicions, the sHAH ordered him to be put to death. SEFFIE-MYRZA 
was no fooner murdered by his command, than he repented, fhut him- 
felf up in the dark for ten days together, fhed inceffant tears, fafted and 
mourned for a year, and never after wore any ornament. 


To revenge himfelf on the pers1raNn lords who had made him jealous 
of his fon, he ordered them to be invited to a feaft, and mixing poifon 
with their wine, faw them with a favage pleafure expire before his face. 
And the officer who had readily obeyed his commands, to bring him 
the head of his fon, he commanded to cut off the head of his own fon: 
when he brought it in his hand, and told the king that the refleCtion 
of what he had done would bring him to his grave; Asas replied, that 
he was now capable of judging of his grief, and bid him comfort him- 
felf with the thought, that in this particular he was not inferior to his 
fovcreign. AsBas the GREAT died at fixty-three years of age, and the 
forty-fifth of his reign, and nominated his grandfon for his fucceffor, 
ordering him to take the name of serFrizE, which was that of his in- 
jared father, whofe death agas fo much regreted. 


SEFFIE, 4. D. 16209. 


It is faid of this prince that he came into the world with his hands 
bloody, and that his grandfather asas the creat, had from thence pre- 
dicted that he would live to bathe his hands in the blood of his fubje&ts. 
This prediction was but too plainly verified: for he began his reign by 
ordering the eyes of his only brother to be cut out; and caft from a 
rock his two uncles, who had been blinded by order of sHauw abAs. 
The inftances of his cruelty were innumerable : he buried alive forty-four 
women of his harram, tho’ when he was not hunting or over his cups 

C 2 he 
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he ufed to pafs his time with them. He interfered fo little in the affairs 
of the government, that the pERs1aNs would have fcarcely perceived 
they had a king, had it not been for the frequent inftances of barbarity 
which ftained his reign with blood. 

Before the time of suan aBas, the children of the PERSIAN kings 
appeared abroad, and had governments allotted them on their coming of 
age; but after the death of sEFFIE MYRZA, ABAS entirely altered that 
method, and seFFIE his grandfon was educated in the harram, which 
afterwards became a rule for the education of the kings fons. SEFFIE 
being fhut up in the harram, where he had enjoyed no converfation, ex- 
cept that of the eunuchs, was taught nothing more than to read and 
write, and was allowed no other diverfion, than fhooting with a bow, 
and riding in the gardens on an afs: it is therefore no wonder that he was 
fo unfit to govern. ‘This prince by his own folly loft KANDAHAR and 
BABYLON, two of the moft import places on his frontiers. 


He had ordered a eunuch to run an iron over the eyes of his fon ABAS; 
the purport of this commiffion was well underftood, but the eunuch 
having compaffion on the prince, and recollecting that the king had no 
other heir to the throne, he made ufe of a cold iron; andthe p ince 
acted the blind man fo well, that the king really believed he had loft his 
fight. When serrie faw death approaching, and imagined that by de- 
priving his fon of fight, he had deprived himfelf of an heir to the 
crown, he was extremely afflicted, and expreffed with what fatisfaction 
he fhould expire if he had a fon to fucceed him. The eunuch affured 
him that he had a fecret to reftore fight to the prince. ‘Tranfported 
with this expectation, the king fent one of the grandees with the eunuch 
to bring the prince to him, when finding that he could fee, his joy, it 
is faid, prolonged his life till the next year. He reigned 12 years, 





ABAS Il, A.D. 1642. 


This prince was but thirteen years of age when he began his reign. 
He was of a difpofition the reverfe of that of his father, for notwith- 


ftanding his being too much addicted to wine, and committing fome 
7 acts 
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acts of cruelty, he was one of the beft kings of the srrrizs. He loved 
juftice, and had no mercy on the public officers who abufed his autho- 
rity, and opprefied his fubjects. He was kind to ftrangers, and openly 
protected the chriftians, declaring that he thought Gop alone was judge 
and mafter of the confcience; that as for himfelf he was only the go- 
vernor of externals; and all his fubjects of what religion foever, being 
equally members of the ftate, he owed equal juitice to them all. 





His troops were numerous: he recovered KANDAHAR which had been 
loft in his father’s reign: and found the fecret of acquiring a good treafury 
without oppreffing his people. He reigned 24 years, and after languifh- 
ing four months under the venereal difeafe, he died, leaving behind him 
two fons, of whom the eldeft sEFFIE MYRZA fucceeded to the throne. 


SEFFIE named SULIMAN, 4D. 1666. 


SEFFIE was remarkable for his great ftrength: but he had not been 
feated on the throne above two years, when his health being much im- 
paired by drunkennefs and women, his phyficians were at a lofs what 
remedies to apply in order to reftore it; and therefore laying the blame 
on tne ftars, pretended that the aftrologers had not chofen a happy day 
for his coronation. ‘This ridiculous opinion had its weight; the king 
was crowned a fecond time, and took the name of suLIMAN. 


Under this prince, PERSIA began to decline to that low ftate in which 
fhe now languifhes. His reign was remarkable for nothing but a flavith 
indolence, a favage and inhuman cruelty. When he was intoxicated 
either by wine or anger, he often times ordered the hands, feet, ears 
and nofe of thofe near him to be cut off, their eyes to be plucked out, 
or their lives to be facrificed, as if it was his paftime. In this reign was 
born NADIR KOULI the great ufurper of PERSIA. SEFFIE reigned 28 
years, leaving two fons, of whom uussEIN fucceeded to the throne, 
A.D. 1694. 


Having thus given a chronological lift of the PERSIAN kings, we pro- 
ceed now to a more particular account of the reign of the unhappy prince 
fultan HUSSEIN, as preparatory to the hiftory of NADIR. 





PART 
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PART II. 


THE 
REVOLUTIONS OF PERSIA, 
FROM THE 


BEGINNING OF THE PRESENT CENTURY 


2G TRe 


DEATH or MIR-VAIS 


IN THE YEAR 1715. 





CHA FP. LUL 





Origin of the different tribes of the AFGHANS, with a general view of 
the revolutions of their country from the year 1100 £0 1701. 

P siig never enjoyed a more perfect tranquillity, than in the be- 
ginning of the prefent century. The treaties fhe had concluded 
with her neighbours were perfectly obferved, and fecured her 

againft any foreign invafions: whilft the effeminacy and luxury of her 
inhabitants, the ordinary confequences of a long peace, left no room to 
apprehend any danger from the ambition of her own fubjects. This 
monarchy, which had fuffered fo many revolutions in paft ages, feemed 
to be fettled on a folid foundation, when the news of its fubverfion fur- 
prized the whole world. 





The authors of this amazing cataftrophe, were a people, hardly known 
even to their own fovereigns, and have now acquired a reputation only 
by the fame of thofe nations which they brought under their fubjection. 


Thefe people, who are comprized under the general denomination of 
7 AFGHANS, 
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AFGHANS, are divided into three principal tribes, who like moft ori- 
ental nations, derive their genealogy from NoaH. According to their 
relations, “© JAPHET had three fons, ARMEN, AFGHAN, and CARDVEL; 
« the former two continued in ARMENIA, which takes its name from 
« the eldeft; as CARDVEL, which forms a part of GEORGIA, 1s fo called 
« from the youngeft, who fettled in that province. The families of 
<< ARMEN and AFGHAN having greatly multiplied in procefs of time, the 
« defcendants of the latter quitted their country, and went to inhabit 
« the foot of sULIMAN couUH®, a chain of mountains, which feparates 
“ the province of KANDAHAR from the MOGHOL’s empire.” 


This nation was formerly divided into two principal tribes; one of 
which lived on the mountains under the general name of AFGHAN; and 
the other extended itfelf on the plains, and was diftinguifhed by the 
name of BALOUCHE: but in the reign of ISMAEL SAMANI, viz. towards 
the end of the ninth century, a numerous colony of AFGHANSs having 
quitted the country of KANDAHAR, a third tribe was formed in HASARAIT, 
the eaftern part of HERAT. ‘The latter took the name of ABDOLLEEs, 
and foon after embraced the MAHOMMEDAN religion, which they com- 
municated to the reft of their nation, who, like themfelves, had till that 
time profefled the MaGIAN religion”. 


In the beginning of the eleventh century, the tribe of cLtic14, the 
moft numerous and powerful of the three, was almoft intirely deftroyed 
by the celebrated MAHOMMED, founder of the dynafty of the GAzNa- 
vips *, This prince had eftablifhed the feat of his empire at GHozNav1', 
in order to be nearer the InDIEs, which he intended to conquer. But 
having been obliged, in one of his fuccefsful campaigns, to return fud- 
denly to his capital, he took only a fmall body of troops with him, and 
ordered the reft to follow by flow marches. His army was returning in 

{eparate 

The mountain of soLoman : this is the caucasus mentioned in the conquefts of ALEXANDER. 
But the great mountain which runs from ARMENIA into 1nvD1IA, properly takes the name of CAUCA- 
sus on the weftern coaft of the casP1an; as that part of it which is on the fouthern coaft, and runs 
eaftward, goes under the name of TAURUS., P Worfhippers of fire. 9 A divifion of the 
tribe of arGuans, who inhabited the mountain suLIMAN-COUH. * They derived their name 


from GAZNA a city in KHORASAN, and paid homage to the khalifs of BABYLON, . A city 
M KANDAHAR, 
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feparate detachments, loaded with the fpoils of the nations they had fub- 
dued, when the temptation of booty raifed him new enemies. The 
cLiGis knowing that his troops muft pafs thro’ their mountains, waited 
for them in the defiles, and fucceffively defeated feveral different bodies 
of MAHOMMED’s army. 


Thefe AFGHANS were however no ftrangers to the valour and power 
of the prince whom they had thus offended ; but as the winter was near, 
they concluded that he would not attempt ta revenge himfelf till towards 
the fpring; when they determined to retire into that part of their moun- 
tains which was leaft accefflible: and if their enemy could reach them 
there, they fhould at leaft be able to oppofe him the better. This rea- 
foning was plaufible enough ; but MAHOMMED eluded the difficulty: for 
he no fooner received the news of the defeat of his army, than he af- 
fembled the beft of his troops, and notwithftanding the rigour of the 
feafon, he entered the country of KANDAHAR with fuch expedition, that 
the news of his march had not reached the enemy. The criicis having 
been compelled by the feverity of the winter, their mountains being ex- 
tremely cold, defcended into the plains, where they divided their plunder. 
MAHOMMED attacked them brifkly on every fide, and made fo terrible 
a flaughter, that their whole race was nearly extirpated. 











The country was at length re-peopled by a fmall number of families, 
who had made their efcape into the mountains, but it was fo thinly in- 
habited for fome ages, that {carce any mention was made of thefe people 
under the following dynafty, and it was not till the reign of TEMUR- 
BEG’, that they appeared as numerous and formidable as they had been 
before their memorable defeat. 


The ABpoLLEss having quitted the country of KANDAHAR 200 years 
before, were not involved in the fame calamity. Being free from any 
foreign yoke, they were yet governed by their own laws, till towards the 
beginning of the feventeenth century. The ousBEG TARTARs having 
then made an irruption into the province of HERAT, this tribe, tho’ 
amounting to 30,000 families, was obliged to have recourfe to ABAs, 


who 
7 "TAMERLANE, 
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who then fat on the throne of Pers1A. This prince, who by his con- 
quefts had already merited the furname of GREAT, took them under his 
protection, and putting himfelf at the head of his troops, marched againft 
the ufurpers, and obliged them in a very fhort time to retire. Whether 
it was owing to gratitude, or to neceflity, the ABDOLLEES, who had 
been till then independent, made themfelves tributary to their deliverer. 
The only condition they infifted on was, that the government of their 
country fhould be conferred on none but an ABDOLLEE chofen from 
among the chief men of the nation. 


KANDAHAR was at that time under the protection of the MocHo . 
ABAs the GREAT having given {fome umbrage to the fons of Myrza- 
BOYRAM, governor of the province, thefe young lords entered into a 
fecret treaty with AKBAR emperor of HINDOSTAND ‘, and fubmitting to 
his government, opened their gates to a body of sooo horfe, which this 
monarch fent to their affiftance. 


AKBAR kept poffeflion of this province during his life; but upon the 
fucceffion of his fon GEANGHIR", SHAH ABAS returned thither with an 
army of 30,000 men, and notwithftanding the vigorous refiftance of 
ASSOF KHAN, he made himfelf mafter of the capital, the government of 
which he committed to one of his generals. ‘The cricis followed the 
fate of their country, and the ABDOLLEES having fubmitted, the whole 
nation ¥ was united once more under the dominion of persia. In this 
fituation things continued for many years; till ALI-MERDAN-KHAN having 
by his immenfe riches excited the jealoufy and avarice of the cruel sHauH 
SEFFIE, grandfon and fucceflor of ABAs the GREAT, was obliged, for his 
own prefervation, to deliver up the fortrefs and country to the MOoGHOL. 
SHAH SEFFIE, it is prefumed, recovered and again loft this kingdom: 
Be that as it may, it fell once more into the hands of the INDIANS, at 
which time the cLicis were not lefs than 50,000 families, and formed 


the 
* The proper name of the moGcHuor empire; from the word HINDOs, which fignifies a fwarthy 
people. « This word fignifies the conqueror of the world. “ ‘Tie naLoucues having 


by their long feparation lof the name of AFGHAN, it is prefumed were not ncluded. 
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the principal part of its inhabitants: but they foon had reafon to be 
diffatished with their new mafters. ‘Thefe people, according to their an- 
cient cuftom, lived for the moft part in tents: their ordinary occupation 
was feeding their flocks; but fuch as went into towns, “vere employed 
in the moft menial and laborious offices. ‘Thefe circumftances, and the 
tribute which they paid for the right of pafturage, rendered them fo 
contemptible, that the name of crrr became proverbial of reproach 
among the INDIANs of KANDAHAR. 





Of all offences contempt is the hardeft to be forgiven. Thefe AF- 
GHANS not finding among people of the fame religion as themfelves, 
thofe fentiments of humanity which had been fhewn them by the PER- 
SIANS, whom they confidered as heretics, refolved once more to change 
mafiers. With this view they made a fecret deputation to the court of 
PERSIA, to invite SHAH ABAS II, to take poffeffion of the province. 


The fituation of the province of KANDAHAR, renders it a {trong bar- 
rier between the empires of PERSIA and INDIA; and its capital * pafles 
for the moft confiderable fortrefs in asta. 'Thefe circumftances excited 
the ambition of sHAH ABAs; who immediately raifed troops on every 
fide, and putting himfelf at the head of a great army, after a fiege of 
two months, he took poffeffion of the city by capitulation in 1650. SHAH 
JEHAN, who was then emperor of INDIA, endeavouring to recover his 
loís, fent two of his fons, who fucceffively laid fiege to this town. The 
firft time RoupP, one of the Rayaus’, planted his ftandards on the wall; 
and the fecond the EUROPEANS, who had the care of the artillery, made 
a breach that was practicable: but the little vigor fhewn by the PERSIAN 
lords in the MOGHOL’s pay, on the firft occafion, and the jealoufy of 
AURING ZEBE * again{ft DARAH SHAH? his eldeft brother, on the fecond, 
rendered both thefe expeditions abortive. It is faid, that five fons of 


kings perifhed in the courfe of this war. 
Thus 


*eKAND-DAAR fignifies the habitation of fecurity. Some hiftorians think it is one of the feven 
cities founded by ALEXANDER, and that the name of xanpar, which is given him by the old Pegg- 
sian hiftories, isan abridgment of that of EskKANDAR, by which this conqueror is known to the 
eaftern nations. Y A prince and chief of a diftriét in INDIA. z Signifies ornament of 
the throne. * Dara in the persian language fignifies fovereign, The tains render this 
name by that of DARIUS. 
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Thus by the repeated defeats of the MOGHOL’s troops, and the in- 
teftine troubles which foon after broke out in INDIA, the poffeffion of 
the province of KANDAHAR was fecured to PERSIA. SHAH ABAS being 
now defirous of acknowledging the fervices which the arGHans had 
done him in thefe different expeditions, diftributed rewards among thei 
chiefs, and reduced the tribute which had been annually paid by thofe 
people. They continued faithful to their new mafters till the end of 
sULIMAN’S reign, and even during the firft years of that of his fon Hus- 
cEIN, that is, fo long as they were treated as fubjects, and not as flaves: 
but the cruelty and avarice of the PERSIAN governors having alienated 
the peoples minds ; in the beginning of the prefent century the AFGHANS 
were once more ripe for a revolt. 


crear Iy 


Character of GURGHIN-KHAN prince of GEORGIA. He ts made governor 
of KANDAHAR, and oppreffes that province. Complaints of the inhabi- 
tants. GURGHIN-KHAN fends MIR-VAIS fo court as a fufpecied perfon. 
Character of MIR-vAIs. Defeription of the court of ISFAHAN. Origin 
of the divifions and parties in PERSIA. 


H E indolence and effeminacy of the PERSIAN court was now ar- 

rived to a great height, but sHAH HUSSEIN and his minifters were 
in fome degree awakened by the news, that the arFGHANs were difpofed 
to a revolt: whilft they were thinking how to extinguifh thofe {parks 
of rebellion, which might ’ere long blaze into a flame, the court was 
alarmed by a new circumftance. The MoGuot not being able to forget 
that KANDAHAR formerly conftituted a part of his dominions, had fent 
ambaffadors to demand the reftitution of that province, and there was 
reafon to fear, left the male-contents fhould favour that monarch in the 
enterprize, which he feemed to meditate. 


There was then at ISFAHAN a prince of the family of BAGRATHIONY, 
which has often given fovereigns to GEORGIA. CGURGHIN-KHAN, for 
D 2 fo 
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fo he was commonly called, having been raifed to the dignity of varı”? 
of his province, had lately tried to affert the independency of his an- 
ceftors. He had even ventured to make a ftand in TEFLIs‘again{ft the 
PERSIAN armies; but being abandoned by moft of the grandees of the 
country, who were bribed by the court, he foon came in perfon to make 
his fubmiffion to the king Under a prince of lefs lenity, a ftep of this 
kind would have proved his deftruction: but sHAH HUSSEIN, who had 
{tood engaged for him at his circumcifion, when he renounced the re- 
ligion of his anceftors, being ftruck with an action that expreffed fo 
much confidence in his goodnefs, not only forgave what was paft, but 
loaded him with favours, and confirmed him in all his governments. 


The court being diftreffed what meafures to purfue, laid hold of this 
opportunity to employ a prince, whofe valour and other military virtues 
might render him dangerous in any other province. His brother LEVAN- 
KHAN was {ent in quality of his lieutenant into GEORGIA, and GURGHIN- 
KHAN, who befide the government of this province, had that of KHER- 
MANIA °, was nominated alfo governor of KANDAHAR; and as fuch was 
commiffioned to pacify the troubles that might arife, and to watch over 
the fecurity of that frontier. This general {pared no pains to put his or- 
ders in execution: for this purpofe, he raifed an army of 20,000 PER- 
SIANS, and having reinforced it with a body of GrEorGrans, he made 
forced marches towards KANDAHAR, when the very news of his ap- 
proach difperfed the rebels. 


So fudden a calm gave him fome fufpicion: he was not fatisfied with 
having fuppreffed the infurrection, but applied his thoughts how to root 
itup. With this view, he made a diligent enquiry after the authors of 
the paft troubles, and being induced from the feverity of his difpofition, 
to think that thefe people would never be completely fubje€ted without 
oppreffion, he abandoned them to the difcretion of his army. 


It is hardly credible to what excefs the violence and cruelty of the 
troops was carried on this occafion. ‘The chiefs of tribes, and the fimple 


fhepherds, 
> Vat, a viceroy defcended more immediately from the fovereigns of the country over which he 
prefides. © Capital of PERSIAN GEORGIA, on a branch of the xura, 4 Generally 


“Wrote CARMANIA. 
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fhepherds, were equally in danger of their lives. They faw their tents 
and horfes taken from them, without daring to complain. Women were 
publicly {natched from their hufbands, and young virgins found no 
{helter in the arms of their mothers. Such horrid licentioufnefs increa- 
fing every day, the AFGHANS had private meetings, and fent a deputation 
to court, to complain of the tyranny under which they groaned. Thofe 
deputies fet out unknown to GURGHIN-KHAN, and arrived fafe at ISFA- 
HAN; but this governor’s friends having foon difcovered the motive of 
their journey, prevented all accefs to the snam, in fuch a manner, that 
they were obliged to wait for the time when there was no poffibility of 
hindering them from having audience. 





According to an ancient cuftom, the kings of PERSIA always appear 
in public at the vernal equinox, when even the meaneft of their fubjects 
have free accefs. The AFGHANS embraced this opportunity to prefent 
their complaints: the petition which they brought with them was fign- 
ed by the chiefs of the feveral tribes; it contained a very lively picture of 
the miferies they fuffered, and would undoubtedly have moved sHAK 
HUSSEIN, who was naturally of a mild difpofition, if the friends of GUR- 
GHIN-KHAN had not ftifled thofe favourable impreffions, and engaged 
the prince to difmifs thofe deputies as male-contents, unworthy of the 
royal clemency. 


GURGHIN-KHAN having been informed of what paffed, was not long 
before he fhewed his refentment. The AFGHANS of KANDAHAR are di- 
vided into feveral tribes*%, of ten or twelve thoufand families each. MIR- 
vAis*, a chief of one of thofe tribes, was alfo one of the moft powerful 
perfons of his nation: his office of CALENTAR ‘ added weight to his 
credit: but his birth, his generofity, and a certain graceful and popular 
air, with fome indications of an ambitious fpirit, were the caufe of his 
being fufpected as the author of the paft difturbances. "The KHAN in 

order 


a Which the rarrars call HoRDAs. e Sometimes wrote M1R-UVE!s, which fignifies in ARA- 
»!c prince lion-whelp. The title of Emrr, of which mre is an abbreviation, is conferred alfo on the 
CHERIFFs, fucceffors of MAHOMMED3; but every EMIR isnot a CHERIFF. There there fome who are 
chriluans, {fuch as thofe of the pru ses andthe ma ronN'tsys; thefe laft are fo named from maron thei 
head, and inhabited mount LEBANUS. f CALENTAR fignifies the greateft. This officer is howeve > 
charged with collecting of taxes, and as already noted, fometimes atts as a fub-governor. Vol. I. p. 21 
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order to revenge himfelf of his enemies, and at the fame time by fome 
fignal piece of policy to over-awe the asGHANS, ordered MIR-VAIS to 
be feized and {ent to ISFAHAN; informing the court at the fame time, 
that he was a turbulent man whom they ought by al! means to fecure ; 
that he was the only author of the paft commotions, and of fuch a dif- 
polition as was likely to foment new troubles, which might hereafter 
be of dangeraus confequence to the monarchy: a remarkable inftance of 
fagacity, which was afterwards juftified by the event. 


GuURGHIN-KHAN having thus removed the only perfon, in whom he 
difcovered all the qualifications neceffary for the head of a party, began 
to be no longer afraid of the enterprizes of the MOGHOL, or of the mur- 
murings of the AFGHANS. He therefore put a garrifon in the capital, 
and, fatisfied with keeping his GEoRGIANs about his perfon, difbanded the 


re{ft of his army. 


Mur-vAts, far from being dejected by his difgrace, thought of draw- 
ing fome advantage from it, by endeavouring to get a thorough know- 
ledge of a court which was made the place of his confinement. The 
character of sHAH HUSSEIN € was too remarkable to efcape him. This 
prince was born with that placid difpofition, which borders on weaknefs, 
and confequently does not deferve the name of virtue. He had a ftrong 
attachment to his religion, and might be denominated an honeft man, 
but fo exceffively indolent, and immoderately addi&ted to women and 
wine, as to be incapable of governing; thus unworthy of being a real, he 
was only a nominal king. It is eafy to conceive then that the guardians 
of his pleafures were his favourites, and a council compofed of the prin- 
cipal eunuchs of the feraglio, were the depofitaries of the fupreme power. 
This council was eftablifhed by sHAH suLIMAN towards the latter end 
of his reign, who not content with rendering it fuperior to that of the 
antient form of adminiftration, at his death gave it the power, in conjunc- 
ticn with the great officers of the kingdom, of chufing which of his fons 

they 





€E CaAXNTEMIR-HOSPODAR Of MOLDAVIA, Who fled for fhelter into the territories of the CZAR, 
in 1715 drew the following character of suan Hussein. ‘“* He is forty years old; of an indolert 
“ difpofition ; intirely abandoned to his pieafures ; terminating all his difputes with the rurxs, the 
“ INDIANS, and his other neighbours, by the interpofition of his governors. and by dint of money,” 
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they thought fitteft to fucceed him. It was by means of the votes and 
credit of thefe eunuchs, that HUSSEIN was preferred, on this occafion, to 
his brother ABAS-MYRZA*: yet far from taking umbrage at the power 
which had raifed him to the throne, contrary to the policy of arbitrary 
kings, thought only of ftrengthening the authority of that tribunal; whe- 
ther it was that he followed merely the impulfe of a grateful mind, 
Without attending to any other duty; or finding himfelf incapable of 
holding the reins of government, he was glad to eafe himfelf of a bur- 
then, too heavy indeed for a prince of his character. 





This fenate thus invefted with the fupreme authority, were confequently 
the only difpofers of the royal favours and employments. Merit became 
an empty found; all offices and dignities were given to thofe who paid 
the higheft price ; mcney decided every thing; and the immenfe riches 
which were accumulated by this means, feemed rather to whet than to 
glut the avarice of thofe bafe minifters. Every part of the ftate felt the 
effects of this diforder. ‘The troops being difcouraged by ill difcipline, 
and worfe pay, ferved with reluctance. Robbers infefted the high-ways, 
and interrupted commerce. Place-men, impoverifhed by the purchace of 
their offices, tyrannized over the people, and were rapacious with im- 
punity; in fine, juftice was publicly fold in the very capital of the em- 
pire. 


SHAH HUSSEIN was perhaps the only perfon in his kingdom, that was 
ignorant of the diforder of the government. As he was buried in the 
pleafures of the harram', the cries of the oppreffed could not reach his 
ear. ‘The eunuchs had in a great meafure brought the feudatory princes 
of the empire under their fubjection, by invefting the younger brothers 
with the fovereignty, in prejudice to the elder; and as the grandees of 
the court were, like the reft of the nation, divided into two faétions, 
they received no umbrage, but paid an implicit obedience to this tribu- 
nal, which triumphed over the public calamity. 

In 


b Myrza, an abbreviation of Ewir-zape, which in persian fignifies fon of the prince. The 
title of My Rza put after the proper name, fignifies a prince of the blood ; but put before it, fignifies 
writer; 2nd is alfo a proper name, as MYRZA-MAHOMMED. See Vol. I. 

+ Barram, fignifies prohibited to men. The womens apartment in PERSIA, INDIA and TURKEY; 





In order to difcover the origin of thefe divifions, we muft trace mat- 
ters as high as the reign of shan asas I*. This prince, whofe great 
grand-father had ufurped the throne, and who had lately added fevera}\ 
provinces to his dominions, perceived that he could not leag depend oi 
the fidelity of his natural-born fubjecéts, no more than on the feveral na- 
tions whom he had brought under fubjection. He endeavoured therefore 
to fet them at variance, that he might fupport his fovereignty by being 
their arbitrator. With this view, he peopled one half of every city and 
village of his empire with colonies chofen from: among the nations mofi 
oppofite in manners, cuftoms, and character to the antient citizens; and 
that the equality which he had eftablifhed between both thefe partie: 
fhould be for ever preferved, he forbid them to alienate to each other, 
under any pretext whatfoever, the lands which they aiready poffeffed, or 
thofe which he might affign to them. ‘Fhis policy had the effeét which 
SHAH ABAS expected. Jealoufy foon gave birth to two oppofite factions, 
who not content with diftinguifhing themfelves by a particular name! 
and fome external marks, would neither inter-marry nor have dealings 
with each other. Their hatred fhewed itfelf in a very fingular manner 
at the feaft of HUSSEIN and HAssAN™, for then they were allowed to 
come to blows, and tho’ it was only with ftones and fticks, yet thofe 
days of feftivity feldom pafied without cofting the lives of a great many 
people. ‘Thefe combats were not only tolerated, but authorized by the 
prince, whofe power they confirmed, inafmuch as the animofity which 
they fomented, produced a mutual jealoufy between the two parties, which 
contained them both alike within the limits of obedience. 


A policy fo little founded on the good of fociety, could not but have 
fome dangerous effects. The courtiers inftead of ufing this artifice as a 
political engine, at length took a great fhare in it, and it was eafy to 
perceive at the court of IsFAHAN, thofe fentiments of averfion which 
divided the common people: every grandee, either for the glory of pro- 

tecting, 

k The beginning of the laft century. ! PELEUK and FELEUK. We may fuppofe them as 
mad as thofe were in 1640, who adopted the tenets of the church of ENGLANpD and the charch o» 


SCOTLAND. I have already mentioned this in a general way in my 1 volume concerning the PER 
stan religion, m The fons of arı, whofe death they commemorate 
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tecting, or for the advantage of being properly fupported, was of one 
party or the other; and the antipathy which always prevailed betwixt the 
white and black eunuchs, was, in regard to them, what the {pirit of faction 
was to the reft of the kingdom. 


CHAP. y 


The intrigues of MIR-VAIS at the court of IsFAHAN. He goes a pilgrimage 
to MECCA, Different feéis of MAHOMMEDANS. He propofes political 
doubts to the MOLLAHS at MECCA, which are refolved in his favour. 


UCH was the ftate of PERSIA, when MIR-vVAIS came to court, This 

man had penetration fufficient to unravel thefe myfteries, and to make 
a proper ufe of fuch conjunctures as were favourable to his intereft. He 
made it his firft bufinefs to get acquainted with the party which oppofed 
GURGHIN-KHAN. ‘The fteward of the king’s houfhold, and FATEY- 
ALI-KHAN ®, grand veneur °, and afterwards prime minifter, were at the 
head of this faction. Mur-vars found no difficulty to engage their fa- 
vour againft their common enemy: he knew that intereft is generally a 
more prevailing motive than hatred to a foe, or even compaflion for a 
friend, and made ufe of the greateft part of the money which the AFGHANS 
remitted him, to fecure the protection of thofe lords. The prefents 
which he made them on this occafion, amounted to thirty thoufand 
tomans ?. 








The province of KANDAHAR was no longer divided like the reft of 
the kingdom by this fpirit of diffenfion: the revolutions it had under- 
gone, had infenfibly extinguifhed their animofities. As MIR-VAIS was 


avowedly neither a PELEUK nor FELEUK; he made a dexterous ufe of 
this 


a There was another kuan of the fame name, who is diftinguifhed in the hiftory of NADIR SHAH. 

° Mir-cHEKAR-BACHI. P 75,0007. It is faid that this fam was paid by the arGHANSs in 
thirty thoufand woolen fafhes of the manufactures of rERMAI, a City in the territories of the GREAT 
MOGHOL. 


VoL., III. E 
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this particular circumftance: for each willing to believe him of their 
party, efpoufed his intereft. Having taken fuch wife precautions, he 
was not afraid to demand an audience: accordingly he appeared before 
the divan, and juftified his conduct with fuch addrefs and eloquence, that 
the king already prejudiced by fome of his minifters, thought it juftice 
not only to acquit him, but to grant him his favour and protection. 


A man of common ambition would have been fatisfied with this fuc- 
cefs; but to a perfon of m1r-vais’s ftamp, it was not fufficient to juftify 
himfelf; he afpired at the deftruction of his accufer. His noble birth, fup- 
ported by a fplendid fortune, with an artful and infinuating turn of mind, 
operated fo effectually on the miftaken compaffion of musser, that he 
had now free accefs to this monarch: and he availed himfelf of this favour, 
and of the credit of his cabal, to {trike the firft blow. He always fpoke 
of his enemy with refpedt, and a feeming fincerity ; but he gave his au- 
ditors time to reflect on the valour and power of that general: he art- 
fully infinuated that the government of GEORGIA, KHERMANIA, and 
KANDAHAR, with which the fame perfon was invefted, rather rendered 
him a formidable prince, than an opulent lord. He reminded them, on 
this occafion, of his prefumption in holding out in TEFFLIs againft the 
PERSIAN armies; in fine, taking every occafion to raife the fame fu- 
{picions again{t the governor, as the latter had excited againft him, the 
king now began to imagine, that GURGHIN-KHAN had removed him, only 
to get rid of an infpector, who by his fidelity and credit, might baffle 
his projects. 

But it was not a fpirit of revenge only that excited MIR-vA1s to render 
the KHAN fufpected; this dangerous AFGHAN had more extenfive, and 
more exalted views. The king’s effeminacy ; the want of experience in 
his minifters and generals; the confufion and irregularity which neceflarily 
followed from thence in the adminiftration ; and above all, that fpirit of 
divifion which excited one party continually to oppofe the projeéts formed 
by the other ; by means whereof their very beft concerted enterprizes were 
fruftrated: thefe circumftances, at length, infpired mir-vais with the 
hopes of refcuing his country from the persian yoke, His knowledge 

> and 
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and experience of the court had given him too mean an opinion of it, 
to be afraid of any difficulty from that quarter, in the execution of his 
defign ; but he was too well acquainted with the valour and abilities of 
GURGHIN-KHAN, to neglect any method by which he might remove 
that general. But the moft important point was to fecure in his intereft 
the different tribes of KANDAHAR. Tho’ his fuperior genius, his win- 
ning deportment, his great generofity, had united the hearts of the chiefs, 
as well as of the common people, in his favour; yet he did not think 
this was enough to determine him to put an abfolute confidence in them, 
as if they would certainly join with him in an enterprize of this nature. 
In order therefore to cover his defign with the fpecious veil of religion, 
he took his meafures to render a revolt legal, and according to the de- 
cifion of the higheft earthly authority. 








It has been already obferved, that the peRs1ANs and the AFGHANS 
treat each other as heretics. The two fects of the MAHOMMEDANS are 
diftinguifhed by the names of SUNNI and scHIAS: as MAHOMMED is re- 
puted both by the PERSIANS and TURKS as the true mefliah, their differ- 
ence is about the fucceffor of this falfe prophet, and the fenfe of fome 
particular texts in the khorant. The fect of sunnr comprehends the 
TURKS, fome of the TARTARS, the fubjects of the MOGHOL, with fome 
other nations of lefs note, and among thefe the arcHans, who are all 
followers of omar. The fect of scu1as, includes the PERSIANS, and 
other nations of the fame way of thinking, fuch as part of the ousBEG 
TARTARS, and fome princes of the 1np1rs, who are followers of ALI, 
and diftinguifh their fect alfo by the name of apELIAH*. The AFGHANS, 
in fubmitting to the dominion of the kings of persta, had made it an 
article of their capitulation, that they fhould not be molefted on account 
of their religion; nor were they ever diftreffed upon that fubje&. But 
MIR-VAIs refolved to make this difference in religion the bafis of his 
defign of taking up arms againft his fovereign. With this fecret view, he 
begged leave of the king to make a pilgrimage to mecca, where he in- 
tended to confult the MULLAHs'‘; as he was now no longer fufpected, and 

E 2 this 
3 See this fubje&t in Vol. I. Chap. 5r. * ADELIAH properly fignifies the fect of the juft. 
* MuLLan fignifies a guide or diretor, the common name of prieft. 
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this pilgrimage removed him the further from KANDAHAR, his petition 
was granted without any difficulty. 


He had not been long at mecca, before he fent to MEDINA to defire 
the opinion of the chief doctors. The doubts he propofed to them were: 
“ ‘Whether it is lawful for muffulmen oppreffed and cramped in the exer- 
“ cife of their religion by heretics, to take up arms, and free themfelves 
“ from the yoke.” The other was much to the fame effe&t, viz. “‘ Whe- 
“ ther thofe muffulmen were not releafed from the oath of allegiance, 
“ which the chief men of each family had been forced to make to a 
“ fovereign, who was a heretic, when this fovereign did not obferve the 
“ conventions which he had fworn to, but had made them flaves to in- 
‘* fidels*.’” After which, he expatiated on the fufferings of the nation 
from the avarice and violence of the GEORGIANS; obferving, that feveral 
AFGHANS had already changed their religion, merely to free themfelves 
from this tyrannical oppreffion. 


The mMutvans did not hefitate long about their anfwer; for according 
to the principles of the MAHOMMEDAN religion, the {word is one of the 
means enjoined to muffulmen, in general, for the propagation of their 
faith. ‘They decided therefore in the affirmative, and mir-vals having 
fecretly obtained the FeTFa", difpatched in the ufual forms, returned to 
ISFAHAN. Thus far things fucceeded to his wifh, but this holy authority 
for rebellion could be of no fervice to him, til] he fhould return to KAN- 
DAHAR. Notwithftanding the eager defire he had to execute his projeé, 
he was too good a politician to apply for leave to go home. On the con- 
trary, he affected an indifference, which entirely preventing thofe fuf- 
picions, which an impatience of returning might have revived, he waited 


to fee what time would produce; when a circumftance arofe which great- 


ly facilitated his defigns. 


* Gesers. Mir-vars by this name marked out the czorc1aNns. ‘This word comes from 
GHEBR, which in the persic fignifies an idolater, but more particularly a worfhipper of fire. 


" Petra, or rather rerva, the decifion of the mufti, when he is confulted upon any point of 
lay. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, Vi. 


The emperor of Russia fends an embaffador to the court of IsFAHAN. Mair- 
VAISS arts to alarm the court on this account. Charaéter of the em- 
baffador, Mur-vais raifes fufpicion againft GURGHIN-KHAN governor 
of KANDAHAR, and is fent back to his own country, under a notion of 


his fideltty. 





H E governor of sHAMAKIE, at this time, gave intelligence to the 
court, that there was arrived upon the frontiers an embaflador 
from the emperor of Russia, charged with letters from the pope, and 
likewife from the emperor of GERMANY, and attended with a more than 
ordinary retinue. Advice was brought, at the fame time, that this em- 
baflador, who was born in CAPAN a city of ARMENIA, had given out 
that he was defcended from the antient kings of that province, and had 
let drop fome hints, that he did not renounce the rights which his birth 
gave him to that fovereignty. Thefe reports concerning the lineal de- 
{cent of the embaflador, frivolous as they were, alarmed SHAH HUSSEIN 
and his minifters: their puerile fears thus carried their apprehenfions be- 
yond all the bounds of probability, for they concluded, that an ARME- 
NIAN who was born a fubject of persta, and had prefumed to talk in 
that manner, did not come fo well attended, and under the proteétion of 
three princes of the fame religion as himfelf, to act merely as an em- 
baffador. ‘The alarm was foon increafed by thofe, who fuppofing that 
fome parts of the reports were true, thought it their intereft to magnify 
the whole. A FRENCHMAN, who had been fent to the court of ISFAHAN 
by Lewis XIV, for the affairs of commerce ; and fome other EUROPEANS 
who were fettled in that city, gave into this ridiculous ftory. They had 
been informed, that this embaffador threatened to caufe all the miffiona- 
ries to be expelled the kingdom, and therefore endeavoured to fhew that 
the letters of recommendation from the chriftian princes, by virtue of 
which he had met with a favourable reception, were fuppofititious pieces ; 
ufing their intereft at the fame time to diffuade the court from receiving 
the 
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the embaflador: alledging certain predi¢tions preferved in the archives of 
the ARMENIANS, which foretold that the kingdom of ARMENIA {fhould 
be re-eftablithed one day under the proteétion of russia. And in order 
to impofe on a people naturally credulous with regard to future events, 
they corroborated thefe predictions with a FRENCH anagram taken from 
the embaflador’s name, obferving that in ISRAEL ORII™“, were found the 
letters IL SERA ROI, that is, “ he fhall be king.” 


The artful infinuations of mrr-vais made a {trong impreffion on the 
minds of the courtiers. With thofe of the fame fa@tion as GURGHIN- 
KHAN, he laid no great ftrefs upon thefe circumftances ; but with thofe 
of the oppofite party, “ the ftate,” he faid, “ was in the moft perillous 
‘* fituation: for there was no reafon to doubt, but the czar, whofe power 
“and ambition were well known to all the world, had undertaken to 
reícue from the PERSIAN yoke, a nation who profeffed the fame reli- 
“ gion as himfelf. That the embaffador muft be a fecret emifiary, who 
under the fanétion of his character, was come to blow the coals of fe- 
“ dition even in the heart of the kingdom. Otherwife, why fhould an 
‘“ ARMENIAN have been chofen? Could thofe princes have been at a lofs 
to find in their vaft dominions, fubjeéts of their own, who were pro- 
“ perly qualified for fuch a funétion? And why fhould this minifter pre- 
tend to be defcended from the antient kings of ARMENIA, if it was 
not to obtain more credit with the credulous part of his country? But 
“ this was the fmalleft part of the danger. If the government had no- 
thing to apprehend but the attempts of the Muscovires and ARME- 
“ NIANS, the brave inhabitants of GEorGIA, who are fituate between 
“ them, would be an infurmountable barrier againft the one; and as for 
“ the others, it is well known that they are more difpofed to commerce 
“ than war; and confequently will not attempt to fhake off their fub- 
*€ jection to our invincible fovereign. But who can undertake to anfwer 
“ for the fidelity of thofe very GEorGIANsS? Is there the leaft reafon to 
“ doubt, but they fubmit with relu€tance to a people of a different reli- 
“ gion? Have we forgot the efforts they made fome years ago, to with- 
“ draw themfelves from their fubjection, at the inftigation of GuRGHIN- 

“ KHAN, 





(ES 


w The name of the embaflador. 
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“ KHAN, who now is governor of three of the fineft provinces of the 
“ kingdom? In fine, are we ignorant, that SAN AZARLI-KHAN, this prince’s 
“ coufin-german, is now at the court of ST. PETERSBURG, from whence 
“ perhaps he correfponds with him, while he continually follicits the czar, 
“ to free thofe unbelievers from their fubjection to our empire*. Tho 
“ RUSSIAN armies, reinforced by the troops of one of thofe infidel na- 
“ tions, and paid by the other, may at any time without fighting march 
“ over the high mountains of aLBURTZ’, crofs the KURA’, and pitch 
“ their tents on the banks of the aras*. And when thefe formidable 
“« enemies fhall have penetrated into the heart of the kingdom, are we 
“ to prefume that GURGHIN-KHAN, who has already attempted to afcend 
‘¢ the throne of his anceftors, will facrifice his ambition and intereft to 
e his duty? Or is it to be imagined, that this prince, who is defcended 
« from the fovereigns of GEORGIA, and a chriftian in his heart, will em- 
« ploy the forces quartered in KANDAHAR and KHERMANIA, which he 
« can bring together at a fingle word, againft his country, his religion, 
“« and the fubjects of his anceftors ?”’ 


Thefe arguments were very {pecious and folid, to men who endea- 
voured to be frightened. In fact, every thing contributed to increafe the 
general alarm ; while MIR-vAIs was the only perfon at court, who faw 
into the falfity of thefe political vifions. ‘This man had too much fenfe 
and penetration, not to perceive immediately, that thefe chimerical ideas 
had no foundation; having been occafioned only by fome indifcreet {peeches 
of the embaffador, which fhewed rather his folly and ftupidity, than his 
having any defign of this nature. For how prodigioufly abfurd was it to 
believe, that the emperor PETER the GREAT, fhould without any ne- 
ceffity deliver up the pretender into the king’s hands, and that this mini- 
fter, who had {uch a perfonal intereft not to be difcovered, fhould begin 

by 


* This was a plaufible motive of fear. MI1ıLITETZKI, prince of ceorcra, had been in RUSSIA, 
and his only fon was general of the artillery to PETER the Great. Thefe princes were now dead ; 
but as it was believed that the czar had promifed mıLıTeTZzKIı to re-inftate him in his principality, 
as foon as the war with swEDEN was ended: it was alfo imagined that this monarch fill perfifted (in 
1715) in his refolution of difpoffeffing the ufurper. Y Mount caucasus, z. Formerly 
called CYRUS. a Formerly ARAXES. 
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by a voluntary indifcretion, the execution of his defign, the whole fuccefs 
of which depended on fecrecy and circum{pection ? 


Nothing, indeed, could be worfe founded than this paric. ‘The pre- 
tended fucccfior of the kings of ARMENIA, was an adventurer, who after 
having fucceitively fold coffee, and ferved as a common foldier, became a 
fubaltern in the fervice of the emperor LEOPOLD ; but as he underftood 
the oRIENTAL languages, he was, at length, chofen by the court of vi- 
ENNA, to found the difpofition of the TURKS, in regard to the peace which 
was afterwards concluded at KARLOwITZ. Upon his return from con- 
STANTINOPLE, he pzefled into the fervice of PETER the GREAT, who in 
confideration of the fame abilities, made him a colonel, and employed 
him alfo to negotiate a peace with the OTTOMAN port; to prevent his 
being interrupted by that power, during the war which he intended to 
declare againft the king of SWEDEN. 


IsRAEL ORII having difcharged this important commiffion to the czar’s 
fatisfaction, defired as a reward for his fervices, that his majefty would 
gratify him with an embaffy to IsFaHAN. He confidered that this would 
be the fureft way to enrich himfelf in a little time: minifters of this cha- 
racter enjoying great privileges in PERSIA, particularly that of not paying 
any cuftoms. As foon as he had obtained his credentials, he took poft 
to VIENNA, and thence to ROME, where he pretended to be capable of 
bringing the fchifmatic ARMENIANS into the pale of the RomisH church, 
and having already obtained letters from the emperor, he procured alfo a 
brief from CLEMENT XI, for SHAH HUSSEIN. 


Thefe were the particulars of an event, which gave rife to fo many 
idle {peculations. The numerous retinue which attended the embafiador, 
confifted for the moft part of ARMENIANS, who were proprietors of the 
goods he brought with him; except fome russians, who were going 
to BAKU, and had accompanied him to sHamakt1F, in order to give the 
more luftre to his embafly. So that the pretenfions of fovereignty, and 
the defign of turning the miffionaries out of the kingdom, were idle 
words which this minifter let drop on purpofe, to engage his companions 
to join with him in the expences of the journey into PERSIA. SHAH 

H USSEIN 
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HUSSEIN being ignorant of thefe circumftances, was for fome time dubious 1708, 
how to act: but the fear of giving PETER the GREAT any pretence for a 
rupture, prevailing over every other confideration, he came to a refolu- 

tion, contrary to the general expećlation of the EUROPEANS, to receive 

the embaffador. IĪsRAEL orir therefore fet out from sHAMAKIE; and 

from the prejudice already conceived in his favour, the PERSIANS paid a 

yet greater regard to him, than is generally fhewn to perfons of his cha- 
racter; fo that he had reafon to be fatisfied with the honours and diftinc- 

tions which he received during his ftay at ISFAHAN. 





In the mean time, the artful fpeeches of m1r-vais had produced the 
effect which he expected. The court, continually terrified with chimeras, 
the natural confequence of a diftemper’d government, began to take um- 
brage at the exceflive power of GURGHIN-KHAN ; and the enemies of that 
prince, at the head of whom was the prime minifter *, taking advantage 
of thefe difpofitions, found no difficulty in perfuading the timorous sHaH 
HUSSEIN to join with them in fufpicions, which were authorized by the 
remembrance of what had pafied fome years before at reFLis. It is 
probable, that GURGHIN-KHAN would have been recalled, but that they 
doubted, whether he would not undertake to maintain himfelf there by 
force; or, after the example of ALI-MERDAN-KHAN, he might not be- 
tray the country to the MoGHoL: they refolved therefore to purfue a lefs 
dangerous method ; this was, to place near his perfon one whom they 
could confide in, who was capable of watching over his conduét, and at 
the fame time able to make head againft him, if he offered to create any 
difturbance. They were not long deliberating upon the choice: this 
commiflion was given to MIR-VAIS ; and as it was of fome confequence, 
on this occafion, to increafe his credit with the people, he was honoured 


with the KHALAET‘, and reinftated in his employment. 
Thus 


° ATHEMAT DOULET. In PERSIC, IKHTIMADOULET fignifies fupporter of the power. This 
poft is different from that of the vizir-azem, or grand vizirs in rurxey, mafmuch as the latter be- 
ing generaliflimo’s of the armies, their dignity anfwers to that of lieutenant-general of the empire. 

© KHALAET fignifies perfe& or accomplifhed: a robe of honour which is given by the king’s or- 
ders ; it is alfo ufed fer arms, horfes, or the like prefent from a fuperior. The rurxs call this caF- 
TaN, and the russrans have the fame word for a common coat. 


VoL. III. 
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Thus Providence ordained, that a fearful apprehenfion, arifing from the 
idle talk of an adventurer, fhould bring about the invafion of one of the 
moit flourifhing monarchies of the eaftern world. Mur-vais, who from 
the very circumftances of this ridiculous terror, had made a difcovery of 
the weaknefs of the PERSIAN government ; was no fooner returned to 
KANDAHAR, than he applied his thoughts how to prevail on his country- 
men, to embark with him in the enterprize he had meditated. He was 
wavering in regard to the manner in which he fhould acquaint them with 
his project, when a favourable opportunity offered of commencing the 
execution of it. ‘This was owing to an event, which to thofe who are 
unacquainted with the difference of manners and laws between the EVRO- 
PEANS and ORIENTAL Nations, may appear as a romance, though there is 
good reafon to believe it true. 


CHAP. VII. 


GURGHIN-KHAN demands the daughter of m1R-vais. The AFGHANS af- 
Jemble and determine to revolt, Murr-vais by an artifice impofes upon 
GURGHIN-KHAN, and gains lis confidence. A confpiracy concerted with 
the tribe of TIRINS. MurR-vais maffacres the KHAN with all bis re- 
tinue, and takes poffefion of KANDAHAR. 


URGHIN-KHAN made no doubt, but his condué to the AFGHANS 

had been cenfured at court; but he ftill continued to a& towards 
them with his ufual feverity. Being now provoked at the return and 
juftification of one of their chiefs, whom he had pronounced guilty, he 
determined to let thefe people know, that neither the favour nor honours 
which the king had granted to mir-vAis, fhould fcreen him from his 
refentment, who knew him fo much better than he was known at the 
PERSIAN court. With this view, he refolved by fome fignal a& to hum- 
ble them all at one and the fame time; and hurried by the impetuofity of 
his temper, he chofe the moft dangerous method he could have thought 
of; judging it the beft adapted to his purpofe, of making them feel the 
full extent of his power, 


MIR-VAIS 
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Miur-vais had a daughtcr, who was efleemed the moft beautiful lady 
in the province. The KHAN now demanded her ‘or his harram, and ex- 
plained himfelf in fuch terms, as fhewed he was determined to be obeyed. 
This act of tyranny was more than MIR-vAIs expected, but his mind 
being already full of his favourite defign, he made a proper ufe of this 
incident, to found the difpofition of the aFGHANs, in regard to the plot 
he was contriving. He acquainted the principal men among them, with 
his prefent cafe, by whom it was foon communicated to others. Thofe 
people have an utter averfion againit marrying their daughters to {trangers : 
but to give away asa flave, the child of one of the moft powerful of their 
chiefs, and of a perfon who was a prince by his birth, to a man of a 
different fe€t, was to them the greateft mark of ignominy and reproach. 
There was no time to lofe : the KHAN prefied the execution of his orders, 
and they were reduced to the alternative of either complying with his 
will, or refolving to oppofe it; they accordingly determined upon the lat- 
ter. Some cf the warmeft and moft zealous of the tribe affembled fe- 
cretly in MIR-VAIS’s tent, and one of them is recorded to have made a 
fpeech to this effect : 


« O mir-valis! thy country-men thus cry to thee with one common 

« voice: judge from THY OWN fituation, to what a miferable {tate we are 
« reduced. We no longer reckon among our misfortunes, the tyrannical 
“ taxes with which we are loaded; no longer do we weep to fee our- 
«c felves ftript of our paternal inheritances, by a power that does not even 
«e feek to palliate its iniquities under the veil of laws. Thefe calamities, 
« which would create the moft fenfible affliétion to other nations, affect 
« us no longer. The lofs of property is fupportable, becaufe it may be 
« repaired; but there is no repairing the lofs of honour. Recollect the 
« odious contempt with which we are treated, by people who are in- 
« debted to our pufillanimity for the authority with which they lord it 
“ over us. Does not this vile treatment, which will render us the dif- 
«© srace of mankind, excite thy courage ? Shall we remind thee of thofe 
e acts of violence, the very thought of which covers us with infamy? 
« Neither innocence, nor the facred matrimonial bands, are longer any 
y 2 ‘© barriers 
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‘© barriers againft the unbridled licentioufnefs of our barbarous mafters. 
Thou knoweft it well: thou, O mir-vais! whofe birth and valour 
have raifed thee fo far above the common level; haft not thou fuffered 
fuch treatment, as none but flaves can think of without indignation ? 
‘© What fatality holds thy arm? Doft thou wait for frefh infults, frefh 
‘ outrages? Doft thou wait till the tyrant makes thee ftoop, a fecond 
“ time, under the ignominious weight of chains*? Or wilt thou invoke 
“ his guards to fill up the meafure of our fhame, by ravifhing from the 
arms of thy wife, the young princefs whom he demands of thee ; not 
‘ to indulge his amorous defires with her, but to glut his hatred of thee. 
‘© If valour does not fupport us to oppofe this tyranny, defpair will direct 
‘ our blows like thunder bolts from heaven. Let us retire into the moun- 
tains; and if we muft perifh, let us at leaft wipe off the {tain of infamy ” 


Mir-vais liftened without any feeming emotion, and the whole aflem- 
bly having fixed their eyes on him, waited with impatince to hear what 
reply he would make; when, raifing his voice, he fpoke to this effect: 
‘© IT thank the Supreme, for the generous fentiments with which he has 
‘© infpired your breafts. The intereft of the nation calls on us aloud to 
“© be of one common opinion; but there are many ways to attain the 
« fame end: let our greateft dependance be on our courage and fagacity. 
‘ The ferpent that lies awake, will overcome the lion when he falls 
‘¢ afleep: let us conceal our {words in beds of rofes; and if you think 
“ highly enough of me, to leave the revenge of your caufe to my care, 
“ this glorious defign muft be kept an inviolable fecret.” 


The arcHuans anfwered with a general applaufe, and all promifed the 
moft fubmifftve obedience, and the ftricteft fecrecy. ‘‘ They fwore to 
« fuffer their wives to be torn from them, and their faves to be fet at 
« liberty, if they did not perform their engagements; and this they alfo 
“« confirmed upon bread, falt, their fabres, and the khoran *. 


e We all know, that it is the cuftom of the eaft, for women of con- 
dition, or even thofe who are flaves to perfons of any rank, never to ftir 


from 
è He is faid to have been fent to isPaAnan in irons. © A cuftom which is very fignificativa, 
as it may be prefumed to include their temporal as well as eternal life. 
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from a certain inclofure’, which none but the mafter is permitted to 
cnter. Young women remain there, till they are married, and confe- 
quently are never feen by ftrangers. Mir-vais now made his ufe of this 
circumftance: as foon as the afflembly broke up, he fent for a girl who 
was young and handfome, and inftructing her in the part fhe was to adt, 
he ordered her to be magnificently drefled, and conducted to GURGHIN- 
KHAN, as his daughter. After giving this deceitful teftimony of his obe- 
dience to the governor, he made it his bufinefs to court the acquaintance 
of his favourites, and even of his domeftics, whom he gained by bribes 
and fair promifes, infomuch that they all agreed to ufe their endeavours 
to reconcile their mafter to him. 


GURGHIN-KHAN knew very well that Mir-vais had juftified himfelf 
before the divan, and that the king had honoured him with the KHALAET: 
thefe circumftances, which at firft excited his anger, now prejudiced him 
in his favour; apprehending that he had no defign to create any occafion 
of frefh alarms. The folicitations of his creatures and domeftics fo far 
foftened his refentment, that Mir-vals had leave to appear in his pre- 
fence. This artful AFGHAN was now to give a mafter-proof of his dan- 
gerous abilities. He pretended fo much refpect and fubmiffion at this 
interview, that the KHAN flattered himfelf with having abfolutely hum- 
bled the moft powerful of his enemies. 


Mir-vais did not ftop there: for not fatisfied with being thus recon- 
ciled in appearance to a man whofe deftruction he had vowed, he ufed 
all his endeavours to gain his confidence and friendfhip. He was oftener 
feen at the governor’s levee, than in his own habitation: he no longer 
importuned him with reprefentations of the grievances of the nation : 
he feemed to have forgotten all paft injuries, and to employ his time in- 
tirely in courting his favour. Such a behaviour, joined to the great au- 
thority he had among his country-men, with an eafy addrefs, won the 
heart of GURGHIN-KHAN, fo that he reckoned him among the number 
of his intimate friends. 


As foon as MIR-VAIS faw his bufinefs brought thus far, he thought it 
a proper time to put the finifhing ftroke to his work. We have already 


mentioned, 
f The harram. 
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mentioned, that excepting the garrifon of KANDAHAR, there were no 
other troops in the province but GEORGIANS, whom the KHAN had kept 
near his perfon. And tho’ thefe did not amount to one thoufand men, 
yet as they were the beft troops in the eaft, they were an invincible ob- 
ftacle to an open execution of MIR-vA1s'’s defign: but this wary AFGHAN 
being fertile in ftratagems, fecretly engaged the chiefs of one of the tribes, 
named TIRIN, to refule to pay the ufual taxes; the KHAN was no fooner 
informed of this rebeilion, than he ordered the greateft part of the GEoR- 


GIANs, in whom confifted his principal fe.urity, to march that way in 
order to fupprefs it. 


In the interim, Mr1R-vais had directed his tribe to approach within 
two or three leagues of KANDAHAR: and as foon as he heard that GUR- 
GHIN-KHAN had ordered troops to march againft the T1r1Ns, he expreffed 
the higheft refentment of the mutiny of thofe people; fo far was he from 
excufing them, that he enlarged upon the punifhment which they deferved. 
This artful behaviour fo totally defeated the warinefs of the governor, that 
he made no difficulty to accept of an entertainment, to which MIR-VAIS 
had invited him, under a pretence of reconciling to his favour two leading 
men of his nation, who had not as yet appeared in his prefence. On the 
day appointed for the feaft, mir-vars had every thing ready for the exe- 
cution of his defign. It was cuftomary to admit every day into the town 
a certain number of AFGHANs, who were employed by the garrifon and 
townf{men in laborious offices: that day he caufed as many armed men, 
as might pafs unobferved, to enter the town along with thefe labourers, 
and gave them orders, by all means to elude the prohibition which ftran- 
gers were under, of ftaying in town after fun-fet, which was the time 
of fhutting the gates. He left nothing untried that was capable of con- 
firming the refolution of the confpirators ; and having taken every other 
meafure that his prudence fuggefted to him, he waited, not with the 
anxious fears that attend plots, but with fanguine hopes, to fee the {peedy 


iflue of his undertaking. 


The governor fet out from KANDAHAR in the morning, and arrived at 
the camp, which was defignedly pitched near one of his country houfes. 


2 There 
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There he was received’ with the greatef{t demonftrations of joy and re- 1709. 
fpect. Soon after a fumptuous repaft was ferved up: the plenty of wine, 
together with the heat of the day, having overcome the governor, he fell 
afleep in the tent where the entertainment was given; while the officers 
and domeftics of his retinue, took their reft in the tents of the AFGHANS, 
who had invited them thither, to partake of the feaft. No fooner were 
thefe unfufpecting guefts afleep, than mir-vais at the head of fifty men 
armed with fpears, rufhed into the tent where the governor was afleep. 
This had been appointed as a fignal to the other confpirators, who im- 
mediately entered the tents where the governor’s retinue were fleep- 
ing, and inftantly maffacred every PERSIAN and GEORGIAN they could 
find. ‘Their unhappy chief underwent the fame fate; but it is faid of 
him, that having had time to draw his fabre, he flew feveral of his af- 
faffins before he fell. 


When this treacherous flaughter was over, MIR-vAIS ordered the dead 
bodies to be ftript, and their arms, cloaths, and horfes-to be diftributed 
among the braveft of his tribe; and taking to himfelf the cloaths, horfe 
and arms of GURGHIN-KHAN, he marched towards KANDAHAR, in the 
fame order as had been generally obferved by the governor. It was about 
an hour after fun-fet, when the confpirators arrived at the gates of the 
city. The guard, deceived by thefe falfe appearances, granted them ad- 
mittance, and were cut in pieces before they were fenfible o; their error. 
The flower of the arcuans, that followed at a fmall diftance, arrived 
foon after; and dividing themfelves into different bodies, were {oon joined 
by their country-men, who had been admitted that morning into the 
town; part of them marched towards the feveral pofts, and part advan- 
cing towards the head quarters, they furprized the garrifon, already weak- 
ened by the large detachment of the GrorG1ans, and made them an 
eafy prey. Mur-vais with his ufual prefence of mind, now caufed a 
proclamation to be made, that the townfmen fhould keep within doors, 
where they would be intircly fafe. By this piece of policy, the garrifon 
being deprived even of this precarious affiftance, every foldier and perfon 
attached to the KHAN, were in a very few hours cut in pieces, 
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Muir-vais engages the inhabitants of KANDAHAR to join with him in the 
rebellion. Famous retreat of the GEORGIANS. Mur-vais makes bim- 
Self mafter of the freight of ZEBIL. The PERSIAN court orders troops to 
be levied, and fends deputies to KANDAHAR. 





HE day after the taking of KANDAHAR, MIR-VAIS yet depending 
more on cunning than ftrength, caufed the principal inhabitants 
to be fummoned early in the morning ; and after having quieted their 
fears by his foft and obliging behaviour, he protefted to them, that am- 
bition had no {hare in his undertaking ; that his only aim was to free his 
country from the yoke under which it had fo long groaned: he then ex- 
patiated upon what the AFGHANS in general, and himfelf in particular 
had fuftered for fome years; and very artfully treating the interefts of the 
aflembly as his own, he thus continued: “ You may judge from my 
s fentiments, and every circumftance of my condudt, that my defign is 
“ not to opprefs, but to free you from flavery. The arcuans will al- 
“ ways efteem you as the companions of their paft fervitude, and prefent 
“ felicity. Do not be afraid that the happinefs we are now going to en- 
« joy, will ever be interrupted. The tyrant GURGHIN-KHAN is no more; 
“ he was the only perfon among the pers1Ans that deferved the name 
“« of a foldier: can you imagine they will ever dare to undertake what 
<< the emperors of INDIA have attempted in vain, with more troops than 
“ there are ftones in our walls? ”’Tis only by motion that water is puri- 
« fied; an enemy immerfed in luxury is far from being formidable. If 
‘ there are any amongft you that have not the courage to enjoy this 
“ precious gift of liberty, which is dropt down to you from heaven, 
« let him declare himfelf: no harm fhall be done to him; he fhall be 
s“ permitted to go in fearch of fome new tyrant beyond the frontier of 
“ this happy ftate.” The inhabitants not expecting {uch mild propofi- 
tions, anf{wered with loud praifes and acclamations. They all concurred 


in offering to expofe their lives and fortunes in fupport of the com- 
7 mon 
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mon caufe; they {wore eternal fidelity to him, and begged him to con- 
tinue his labours to terminate an enterprize, on the fuccefs of which the 
public felicity depended. 

Mir-vats now convened the chief men of his tribe: he made them 
fenfibiz, that in fuch conjunctures, unanimity is effential to fafety, repre- 
fenting to them what they had to hore or fear, from the good or bad un- 
derftanding in which they might live with the inhabitants ; and after join- 
ing authority to perfuafion, he forbad them to give the leaft offence or 
moleftation tothe people In order to fecere his conqueft, he took every 
ftep that prudence dictated ; whilft neceffity fupplied the place of expe- 
rience. The arms which he found in the town, he diftributed among 
the braveft and beft affectioned of his men ; he gave orders for filling the 
magazines; for repairing the fortifications; and putting the artillery in 
order. Workmen were employed night and day, in making gun-powder 
and fire-arms: he fent meffengers to the different heads of the tribes, in- 
forming them of his fuccefs, and inviting them to come and join him 
with all expedition. 


Three days had elapfed fince the governor’s death, when the centinels 
defcried from the ramparts a confiderable body of cavalry; this was the 
detachment of GEORGIANS, who, ignorant of what had pafled®, were 
coming to the city, loaded with the fpoils of the rebels. As their return 
was expected, proper orders were given for their reception; they were 
fuffered to advance within mufket-fhot, when the cannon of the town 
was difcharged at them; fo that they immediately conjectured that the 
place had changed mafters. M1r-vats thought this a good opportunity 
for eftablifhing the reputation of his arms; he accordingly marched out 
at the head of five or fix thoufand horfe, intending to cut off the retreat 
of the GEORGIANS; but he foon perceived, that he had to do with 


troops better difciplined, and more inured to war, than his AFGHANS, 
The 


& All the perstans and GEorGIANS in the town having been maffacred, and the PATENS or 
AFGHANS of the open country favouring the enterprize. Tho’ this may appear improbable to an £u- 
ROPEAN, yet it is eafy to be reconciled in a country but thinly inhabited. 
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The GEORGIANS quitting their booty, forced their way fword in hand, 
and pafied the defile of ZEBIL. After fighting their way thro’ the country 
for the {pace of eight days, with an amazing intrepidity, they marched 
out of the province. What the Grorcians fuffered in this retreat, as 
well through want of provifions and forage, as the frequent attacks of 
their enemies, is hardly credible ; but their courage was invincible. The 
AFGHANS made five different attacks upon them in one day, and notwith- 
ftanding the great fuperiority of their numbers, they were always repul- 
fed; infomuch that they loft above two thoufand men in thefe different 
engagements, As an inftance of the refolution of the GEORGIANS, it is 
related, that they {wam their horfes over a confiderable river, within 
three leagues of the defile of zeBIL, on the fide of KANDAHAR: one of 
them, who was difmounted, feeing an AFGHAN riding towards him in 
full {peed, turned back to meet him, and holding out to him, with one 
hand, his fabre, as if he intended to furrender, with the other, he thot 
him thro’ the head, with a piftol; then leaping upon the dead man’s 
horfe, he plunged into the river, which he croffed under the inceffant 
fire of the enemy, who were amazed at his refolution. All the advan- 
tage that MIR-vals reaped from this expedition, was the making himfelf 
mafter of the defile of zegt. This ftreight is on the fide of PERSIA, as 
that of CABUL is towards INDIA, and thefe are the only paffes thro’ the 
mountains with which the province of KANDAHAR is furrounded. The 
AFGHAN chief, who had now fo lately experienced, that valour alone is 
not fufficient in carrying on a war, left troops to guard thefe narrow pafies, 
and applied himfelf to difcipline his men, and alfo to gain the other 
towns of the province; in hopes, that by their means, together with the 
alliances which he intended to conclude with his neighbours, he fhould be 
able to withftand the forces that might be fent againft him. 


In the mean time the GEorGIANS marching back into PERSIA, {pread 
the news of this revolt, which foon reached 1sFAHAN. ‘The PERSIAN 
court being fenfible of their own weaknefs, and of the difficulty of pene- 
trating thro’ the mountains with an army, had likewife reafon to appre- 
hend, left if they fhould gain any advantage by force of arms over the 

3 AFGHANS, 
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AFGHANS, thefe people might be tempted a fecond time to furrender the 1709. 
country to the MOGHOL. In this critical conjuncture, new levies of troops 

were ordered; but before they proceeded to open force, they thought 
proper to try the ways of negotiation. 


MAHOMMED GEANI KHAN was the perfon chofen for this deputation ; 
accordingly he fet out for KANDAHAR, where he ufed every art that the 
love of his country fuggefted to him, to prevail upon the rebel-chicf to 
return to his duty; and having a particular intimacy with Mir-vats, he 
addrefied him in this manner: ‘“‘ My friendfhip for thee would not per- 
“ mit me to fee the ftorm gathering over thy head, without endeavouring 
“ to avert it. I have proftrated myfelf with tears in my eyes, and bitter 
“ grief in my foul, at the threfhold of the palace of their fublime maje- 
« fties®, who, reluctant to punifh, have let fall the arm that was lifted 
“ up againft thee in their wrath; they have given me leave to come and 
‘© fpeak to thee ; and I am commiflioned by them to tell thee, that tho’ 
“ they are juftly offended at the death of the KHAN; yet they forgive 
« this crime, as thou only haft anticipated a punifhment which their juftice 
‘ was preparing for him: they confider what is fince paft only as a ne- 
« ceffary confequence of that action: thus the ftorm is blown over; do 
« not therefore excite new troubles, but reftore KANDAHAR to its true 
defenders; and by this mark of fubmiffion, merit the favours with 
“« which the crown is ready to diftinguifh thee.”’ 


A 
A 


MAHOMMED GEANI KHAN continuing his fpeech, added menaces to 
promifes, when MIR-VAIs, who was afraid left this difcourfe fhould make 
fome impreffion on the minds of the hearers, filenced him abruptly to this 
effect: “ Deceitful man, what do all thefe artful fubterfuges avail? Doft 
“ thou imagine that wifdom dwells only in the bofom of effeminacy, and 
« hath never pafled the mountains with which thefe ftates are furround- 
« ed? Know then, that all thofe who have here liftened to thee, are as 
« fenfible, as myfelf, of the fnares in which thou art endeavouring to 
« entangle us. Let thy king either raife or let fall his arm, as he pleafes; 
‘ they are flaves, and not muffulmen, who are afraid of the blow. If 

G 2 « he 


h For his majefty ; the on1ENTAL way Of exprefling themfelves as a mark of greater refpeét to 
their prince. It may be obferved, that the pzrsians ufe the third perfon plural even to private per- 
fons in common difcourte, 
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1709. “* he were as formidable, as thou wouldft -make us believe, it is with 


s deeds, and not with empty words, he would oppofe our juft defigns.”’ 


Having thus fpoke, mrr-vars ordered the deputy to be fent to prifon : 
whether he thought by this means to prevent the court from receiving 
intelligence, and to gain time for making greater preparations; or intended 
by this act of violence, to cut off all hopes of reconciliation with the 
PERSIANS; certain itis, that the detention of MAHOMMED GEANI KHAN, 
and the exactnefs with which all the paffes were guarded, hindered the 
court from being informed of what had pafled. The minifters being un- 
eafy at not hearing the fuccefs of this deputation, refolved at length to 
venture upon a fecond. As the lieutenant of MAHOMMED KHAN, go- 
vernor of HERAT, had performed the pilgrimage to Mecca in company 
with MIR-VAIS, and had contracted a ftrict friendthip with him; they 
were induced to imagine that fuch a perfon would be lefs fufpeéted, and 
more agreeable to him, than any other. The new deputy arrived, and 
explained the fubject of his commiffion: but mir-vais told him in an 
angry tone, “ Thou mayft thank thy good fortune in being my fellow- 
** traveller; and the laws of hofpitality, by which thou art intitled in my 
houfe to bread and falt: were it not for thefe circumftances, thou 
fhouldft be no longer in a condition to make fuch bafe propofals to 
“s men who are free. Slave to a king who is going to lofe his royalty, 
liften to what I declare to thee this day. Ture VICTORY COMES FROM 
Gop, AND THIS VICTORY IS NEAR‘, The impure worthip of the 
followers of Axi, has too long infected the moft fertile provinces of 
“ ASIA. Heaven has at length declared againft the perstans: the Af- 
GHANS, who are charged with the divine vengeance, will not theath 
their fwords, till they have deftroyed this prince and extirpated his 
nation.” After this menacing fpeech, which feemed in fome degree 
prophetical, mir-vais contented himfelf with detaining the deputy, but 
did not chufe to violate, in the perfon of his old acquaintance and friend, 


thofe laws which he had fo little refpected in that of the deputy of his 
fovereign, 
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CHAP. IX. 


The PERSIAN Court raifes troops, and fends deputies fo KANDAHAR. De- 
feat of the KHANS of HERAT and TAVRIS. KHOSROFF KHAN is fent 
againft the AFGHANS: obtains a victory over them, and lays fiege to 
KANDAHAR. His defeat and death. Another PERSIAN army defeated. 
The province of KANDAHAR entirely fubjedted by M1R-vais, who dies 


3 1715. 


T H E court at length perceiving that there were no hopes of recover- 
ing KANDAHAR by negotiation, gave orders to the KHAN of HE- 
RAT to march againft the rebels, at the head of 15000 horfe. Mır-vars 
who was well acquainted with the difference between the PERSIANS and 
GEORGIANS, went to meet him with only 5000 horfe, which he had 
affembled in a hurry, upon the news of the enemy’s approach. The 
AFGHANS having fired {ome field pieces, the pers1ans were ftruck with 
a pannic, and did not wait for the firft onfet, but flying before their ene- 
mies, gave themfelves up to flaughter ; and after a grievous carnage, the 
AFGHANS returned to their camp, enriched with fpoils. This aétion, 
which was followed by two or three others of the like nature, in the 
{pace of 18 months, gave the rebels fuch a contempt for their enemy, 
that they attacked them upon every occafion, without regarding their 
numbers, Of this there was a melancholy inftance in MAHOMMED KHAN 
governor of TAVRIS. This general by the king’s orders, having marched 
in SEPTEMBER this year, againft the rebels, at the head of sooo horfe, 
met with fuch a warm reception from their van-guard, confifting only of 
500 AFGHAN cavalry, that he had above 1000 men killed and wounded, 
and was taken prifoner himfelf with three of his fons. 


The bad fuccefs of thefe expeditions, induced the court to make pre- 
parations for the continuation of the war with more order and precaution. 
They had raifed a confiderable army, and had given the command of it 
to KHOSROFF KHAN * a GEORGIAN, which was a very natural piece of 

policy. 

! This word is generally tranflated lord or governor; but Kar in the antient PERSIC fignifies a 
giant, and metaphorically a king, or great captain, 
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policy. This prince, entrufted with the care of revenging the caufe of 
his own country-men, as well as that of his fovercign, marched into KHo- 
RASAN, and from thence advancing eaftward, in the month of NOVEMBER, 
he pitched his tents in the neighbourhood of FARRA!; a city not far di- 
{tant from the enemy’s country. Valour without prudence does not merit 
the name of virtue ina general. Kuosrorr KHAN therefore refolved to 
wait in this neighbourhood, in order to be informed of the progrefs and 
forces of the rebels. Accordingly he made inquiries into the ftate of 
their troops, the nature of the country, and of their ftrong holds; and 
facrificing his private refentments to the public good, he agreed to a fuf- 
penfion of arms, and entered into a negotiation, to try if any method 
could be found to prevent the effufion of blood. The king’s army, con- 
fifting of 30,000 PERSIANS and 1200 GEORGIANS, advanced in good 
order towards the ftreight of ZEBIL; from whence part of thefe GEOR- 
Grans had made the famous retreat already mentioned. The number of 
the AFGHAN army was inferior to that of their enemy. All thefe troops, 
according to the cuftom of that part of the eaft, were compofed of ca- 
valry. Mur-vaAts did not judge proper to make his men difmount, and 
being fenfible how dithcult it would be for cavalry to a& in thefe defiles, 
he refolved to quit his poft, and retire to the river BELESE, about three 
leagues diftant, and there difpute the paffage. 


The PERSIANS greatly furprized to find the paffes unguarded, at length 
difcovered the enemy, who bordered the oppofite banks of the river, 
KuosRoFF KHAN was the firft who plunged in, the reft immediately fol- 
lowed the example of their general, and fwam their horfes over; the Ar- 
GuHANS aftonifhed at their refolution, and being charged with equal in- 
trepidity, gave way, and retired in diforder. The GEORGIAN prince 
made a proper ufe of his victory: for his troops were fcarce returned from 
purfuing the enemy, than he ordered them to march forthwith to inveft 
KANDAHAR. The AFGHANs having had no time to recover their cou- 
rage, nor accuftomed to a regular manner of waging war, were amazed 
at this firft difgrace: what added to their confufion was the abfence of 

MIR-VAIS, 


* A {quare town, about half a league in circumference, furrounded with a mud-wall. It ftands in 
a fertile country, abundantly fupplied with water. 
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MIR-VAIS, who not confiding in them fufficiently to lock himfelf up in 
the town, kept the field with the fhattered remains of his army. ‘Things 
being thus fituated, they {ent deputies to KHOSROFF KHAN, with propo- 
fals to deliver up the place, on condition that he would preferve their lives, 
their liberty, and fortunes. 


This general had it now in his power with a fingle word to terminate 
this deftructive war; but his prudence forfook him. Tranfported by his 
refentment, and elated with his fuccefs, he thought it beneath his dignity 
to grant a capitulation to rebels, whom he had fo lately vanquifhed. He 
therefore gave them to underftand, that they muft fubmit at difcretion. 
Death appearing more eligible than flavery; the ArGHANs would not 
liften to fo dangerous a propofal, and the KHAN began to attack the town. 


In the mean time the impreffions of fear were in a great meafure worn 
out, and the number of mrr-vais’s troops greatly augmented. There is 
a large country fouth of KANDAHAR, which modern geographers diftin- 
guifh by the name of MACKERAN; it is bounded by KERMAN on the 
weit; a chain of mountains feparates it towards the eaft from the Mo- 
GHOL’s empire, and the reft of it is inclofed by the INDIAN ocean. The 
BALOUCHES, a fierce and warlike people, defcended, as already mentioned, 
from the AFGHANS, are difperfed throughout thefe deferts, which are 
reckoned a province of persia. Mrr-vats had fent a deputation to thefe 
people, and found no difficulty in perfuading them to engage in a con- 
federacy, on the fuccefs of which their common liberty depended. At 
the fame time, the TIRINS™ enrolled themfelves in great numbers under 
MIR-VAIss banners, who was now grown wifer by his miftakes, and re- 
folved not to expofe himfelf again to the hazard of an unequal combat. 
Cunning and ftratagem which had been fo often ferviceable to him, were 
now his laft refource ; and he determined to deprive them of forage and 
provifions, fo as to ruin the PERSIAN army, or at leaft oblige them to 
retreat. With this intent, he ordered his troops to lay wafte the country 
about KANDAHAR: his commands were fo well executed, that the be- 
fiegers foon began to feel the inconveniency of want. KuosRorr KHAN 
being now vexed to the heart for having refufed to fign the capitulation 


Was 
™ One of the tribes of the ciicis already mentioned 
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was obftinately bent upon taking the town, and daily renewed his attacks; 
but the garrifon defended themfelves with {uch bravery, that the PER- 
SIANS tired out with fuch a long refiftance, and labouring under a want 
of all neceffaries, foon deferted in whole troops. The Kuan feeing his 
army at length reduced to 10,000 men, and not knowing any longer how 
to find fubfiftence even for thefe, refolved to retire. This refolution how- 
ever was too late; for he had fcarce begun to raife the fiege, when MIR- 
vars, who was marching with 16,000 horfe to the relief of the place, 
fell upon his troops, who were fo difheartened that thev fled at the £: ft 
onfet. Their general ftrove to rally them, but fear had fifled every fenfe 
of fubordination ; infomuch that finding his efforts vain, and reio!ving 
not to furvive the difgrace, he rufhed at the head of the few remaining 
GEORGIANS, Into the midft of the thickeft fquadrons of the AFGHANS, 
where fighting with a defperate bravery, he was killed. 


Such was the end of this prince, whom valour, military experience, 
and other virtues, rendered worthy of a better fate. He had peen fuc- 
ceffively honoured with the pofts of governor of ISFAHAN, and of DIVAN- 
BEGHI", and by the death of his father was juft raifed to the dignity of 
VALI of GEORGIA, when the king named him generaliffimo of his armies. 
He, as well as GURGHIN KHAN his uncle, had the weaknefs to facrifice 
his religion to his ambition ; yet in his heart he was ftill a chriftian ; and 
the miffionaries were always fure to receive protection and affiftance from 
him; he had even in that expedition two of thofe religious people with 
him, one of whom was killed clofe by him. It feems as if he intended 
to return to the religion of his anceftors, yet he affected outwardly to 
país for a MAHOMMEDAN ; from whence we may fufpect the report of 
his carrying a crofs in his ftandard. 


This was the moft confiderable fhock which the peRsrans had yet 
fuftained in their war with the arcuans; for of their whole army, only 
zoo men efcaped death or flavery: fuch was their diftrefs for want of 
provifions and forage, during their retreat for feveral days, through rivers 
and defiles, whilft they were continually purfued by a numerous body of 
frefh cavalry. 

The 


a Divan-secut, or lord of the council. He is lord chief-juftice. 
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The PERSIAN court was greatly aftonifhed at fo important a lofs, yet 
neceflity feemed to dictate freth efforts. Accordingly another army was 
raifed, and the command given to MAHOMMED RUSTAN KHAN, who 
marched againft the rebels: but whatever valour and abilities that general 
might have, fortune did not favour him more than his predeceffor. His 
troops were beaten and put to flight; and after this engagement, all the 
towns and ftrong holds, which had yet held out again{ft the new govern- 
ment, fubmitted to them, and the whole kingdom of KANDAHAR ac- 
knowledged no other laws than thofe of the AFGHANS. 


The GEORGIANS, incenfed at fo many defeats, which they juftly im- 
puted to the cowardice and inexperience of the PERSIAN troops ; made 
an offer to the king of fubduing the rebels, on condition that their army 
fhould be compofed only of troops of their own nation; and that the 
neceffary fums for defraying the charges of this expedition, fhould be paid 
at a certain time: but this weak prince HUssEIN, afraid of their making 
a bad ufe of their fuccefs, it is faid, rejected their propofal. Be that as 
it may, the defeat of MAHOMMED RUSTAN KHAN, was the laft remark- 
able tranfaction during the reign of mirR-vaAis. The court having loft all 
hopes of reducing him by open force, ceafed to arm againft him; {o that 
this prince died peaceably in his new kingdom in 1715. 

It may be faid of this famous rebel, that he was as circum{peét in en- 
gaging in any enterprize, as he was refolute in carrying it into execution ; 
that his fuccefs was owing as much to his prudence as to his valour; and 
if he did not fubvert the throne of his lawful fovereign, yet he gave the 
firft blow to the PERSIAN monarchy, and formed the people, by whom 
it was afterwards fubverted. He had for fome time affumed the title of 
king, and ordered that the KHoTBAH?®, fhould be made in his name, 
and arrogated to himfelf the other enfigns of fovereignty. The infcrip- 
tion round his coin was a PERSIAN diftich, the fenfe of which is, “ The 
« celebrated MIR-VAIS, emperor of the world, a moft juft prince, has 
“ caufed this coin to be ftruck at KANDAHAR, the place of his refidence.” 


A prayer read by the 1man or prieit of every mofque, every FRIDAY in the afternoon, for the 
health of the king ; and this is an effential mark of the acknowledgment of his fovereignty. 
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RETREAT OF PRINCE VACHTANGA FROM THE 
FRONTIERS OF DAGISTAN IN 1720. 


Cr k Fe ae 


MIR-ABDALLAH brother of MIR-vAis fucceeds to the government of tie 
AFGHANS. MIR-MAGHMUD, fon of MIR-vAIS, difcovers a defign of 
fubjetling KANDAHAR, murders his uncle, and is chofen king of that 
country. The ABDOLLEES diffatisfied. The adventure of EZADALLAS, 
«cho defeats the PERSIAN army, and makes himfelf mafter of HERAT. 
Hofiilities committed by the KouRDS. Incurfions of the ousBEGS. Cha- 
racter of the LESGEES, and their motives to invade PERSIA. 


T a effeminacy and weaknefs of the PERSIAN court feemed to 


devote the empire to ruin; fo that inftead of making a good 

ufe of the death of MIR-vaIs, SHAH HUSSEIN was difpofed rather 
to quit all pretenfions to KANDAHAR, than to bear any longer the inquie- 
tude that muft attend all attempts to reduce this province: the emotions 
which he feemed to feel on this occafion, arofe only from the apprehen- 
fion he was under that the divan would oblige him to make freth pre- 
parations again{t the rebels, 


In 





Chap. X. THE REIGN OF, &c. 59 


In the mean time, the AFGHANS met to nominate a fucceffor to MIR- 
vats. ‘This prince had left two fons; the rights of nature and gratitude 
pleaded in favour of either one or other of them; but as their tender 
years rendered them incapable of holding the reins of a government hardly 
fettled, MIR-ABDALLAH, whom Mir-valIs, his brother, had appointed 
his fucceflor, was raifed to the throne. This prince differed intirely from 
his predeceffor: he had neither his genius, ambition, nor refolution: a 
timid circumfpection, difguifed under the name of prudence, conftituted 
the principal part of his character. He {foon convinced the AFGHANS 
that he was not born to fupply the place of fuch a man as MIR-vA1s ; for 
he was fcarce invefted with the fupreme authority, when he formed a re- 
folution of reftoring KANDAHAR to the crown of persta. This fcheme 
being communicated to the tribe, they were divided in their opinions. 
Thofe of a timorous and peaceable difpofition, and fuch as through age 
and infirmities, had lefs refolution than caution, defpaired of being able 
to hold out long againft fo formidable a power as PERSIA. They com- 
pared their forces with the great armies of this monarchy, and looking 
upon themfelves as already fubdued, judged of the feverity of their pu- 
nifhment by the damage they had done to their enemies. ‘Thus they 
longed for a reconciliation, which they confidered as the only means of 
{creening themfelves from the refentment of their ancient matters, 





On the other hand, the military-men, and fuch whofe youthful blood 
moved brifker in their veins, exclaimed againft the project, the execu- 
tion of which they concluded would plunge the whole nation into the 
extremeft calamities, as they could no longer depend on any treaties with 
the PERSIANS; who would no fooner take poffeffion of the ftrong holds 
of the kingdom, than without regarding the articles of peace, the ob- 
fervance of which themfelves fhould not be able to enforce, would take 
fignal vengeance for the infamy of fo many defeats: “ And what,” faid 
they, ‘ fhould induce us to fubmit again to be fhackled, after having fo 
“ bravely recovered our liberty? What difgrace have we fince fuftered ; 
“ or what advantages have the enemy had over us? Are we difheartened 


“ by our victories? Have we not the fame arm and the fame head? Or 
H 2 « have 
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“ have we fhaken off fo odious a yoke, only to fubmit our necks to it 
“ again, at a time when our courage might fecure our liberty? Let us 
rather boldly advance and attack our enemy on their own frontiers, 
fince they no longer dare to carry on the war in our country: or if you 
are afraid of this attempt, tho’ the fuccefs is far from being dubious, 
permit us at leaft to enjoy a tranquillity, which the terror of our arms 
“ has hindered them fo long from interrupting.” The laft opinion was 
not only the moft noble, but likewife the moft reafonable. In the low 
{tate to which persia was fallen, there was no juft grounds for hurrying 
the AFGHANS to a fubmiffion; and if they muft abfolutely fubmit to a 
mafter, it would have been more prudent to have chofen the MocHoL, 
whofe intereft it would have been to ufe them well; than a nation whom 
they had fo grievoufly offended. 


A 


c 


cg 


A 
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M1r-ABDALLAH had however taken his refolution, and finding it ap- 
proved of by fome of the chief men of the tribes, he bent his thoughts 
upon putting it in execution. His intention was to reftore the city and 
the province to the crown of PERSIA on three conditions: The firft, 
that the annual tribute which they paid before the revolt, fhould be taken 
off; the fecond, that no foreign troops fhould be fent into the province ; 
and the third, that nussern fhould grant him the government of the 
kingdom, which fhould be hereditary in his family. In confequence of 
this refolution, they drew up the inftructions of the deputies, whom they 
intended to fend to ISFAHAN ; and as there was no reafon to doubt but 
their propofals would be extremely welcome, every thing feemed to fecure 
an approaching peace, when an accident happened which broke their 
meafures, ‘Though they endeavoured to conceal this intended negotiation, 
which they knew was difagreable to the greateft part of the tribes ; it 
came to the knowledge of MiR-MAGHMUD, one of MIR-vAIS’s fons. 
This prince, who was about eighteen years of age, being provoked to 
fee himfelf reduced to the condition of a fubje&t, in a kingdom which he 
looked upon as his patrimony, had hitherto difflembled his refentment, 
from the expectation of a proper opportunity of fhewing it. The aver- 
fion which the military part of the nation had to this treaty, made him 

ri think 
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think that the time was now come to gratify his revenge; with this view 
he affembed about forty of his father’s friends, who went with him to 
MIR-ABDALLAH’S palace, and made themfelves mafters of it. The young 
MAGHMUD, as a {pecimen of that flaughter to which he afterwards fa- 
miliarized himfelf, entered the apartment where his uncle was afleep, and 
killed him. Immediately the forty confpirators proclaimed the new ful- 
tan with loud acclamations, and the people alarmed at the found of drums 
and other military inftruments, with which the palace echoed, flocked 
thither to learn the caufe of it. 


Mir-MAGHMUD feeing the people affembled, made no fcruple to ac- 
knowledge the parricide which he had juft committed; but at the fame 
time excufed himfelf, by declaring his motive was the public good, as a 
proof of which, he read with a loud voice the inftru€tions and other 
papers relating to the treaty which his uncle was on the point of conclud- 
ing with the court of persia. ‘This treaty, as already mentioned, was 
odious to the greateft part of the nation, without whofe knowledge it was 
entered upon: befides, MIR-MAGHMUD was fon to the founder of their 
monarchy; and having been accuftomed almoft from his infancy to follow 
his father in all his expeditions, had on every occafion given fignal proofs 
of his courage. ‘Thefe circumftances determined the people in his favour. 
The military men were the firft who declared for him; and their fuffrages 
having been confirmed by the reft of the tribes, he was with the general 
confent proclaimed king of KANDAHAR, fix months after the death of 
MIR-VAIS. 


This young prince had fcarce afcended the throne, when feveral events 
happened, which feemed to prefage the troubles and defolation which his 
reign was to produce; at the fame time they removed a part of thofe ob- 
ftacles which ftood in the way of his ambition. The family, to whom 
ABAS the GREAT had given the government of HASARAI, being extinét, 
the kings his fucceffors had fubjeéted this province to the authority of a 
khan or governor, who, in their name, commanded in the province of 
HERAT. The ABDOLLEES, who, it has been already obferved, fubmitted 
to PERSIA on condition of not being fubject to foreign governors, were 

very 


1715. 


717. 





1717, 
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very impatient under their yoke, when the circumftances of the times 
determined them to follow the example of the AFGHANS of KANDAHAR. 
The ABDOLLEES are a wandering nation, and like the arcuans divided 
into particular tribes. MAHOMMED ZAMON KHAN, then governor of the 
province, pleafed with the agreeable countenance of EZADALLAH, fon to 
a chief of one of thefe tribes, demanded him of the father. Allured by 
the advantages which he expected, the parent ufed all his perfuafion to 
engage his fon to live with the KHAN. ‘The young man heard the pro- 
pofal with indignation ; fo that the father determined to ufe his authority. 
This induced EZADALLAH, in conjunction with fome young men, to kill 
his father, and caufed himfelf to be acknowledged chief of the tribe in 
his ftead. 


MAHOMMED ZAMON KHAN was foon informed of this a&ion ; and 
determined to punifh the delinquent, not only as a parricide, but left fo 
bold a ftep fhould be followed by an infurrection. The KHAN accord- 
ingly ordered five hundred horfe to march againft EZADALLAH’s party, 
who boldly met them, and routed the PERSIAN troops. ‘The governor 
fhocked at this difgrace, thought ferioufly of preventing the ill confe- 
quences of it. He therefore affembled his troops at HERAT, the capital 
of the province; and not chufing to truft the execution of an affair of 
this importance to any other perfon, he took the command of them him- 
felf, and marched towards the camp of the rebels. EzaDALLAn, now 
at the head of two thoufand men, went to meet the PERSIANS: he di- 
vided his troops into two bodies; one he ordered to lie in ambufh, and 
with the other he waited for the enemy on the banks of the river MORGA. 
At length the PERSIAN army appeared; and the KHAN feeing fo {mall a 
number of the ABDOLLEES, confident of victory, charged the enemy 
without precaution ; when the troops that lay in ambuth fallied forth with 
loud fhouts and cries, which furprized and terrified the PERSIANS, info- 
much that they turned their backs, and fled with the utmoft precipitation 
to HERAT. 











The young EZADALLAHB, tranfported by his youth and courage, fol- 
lowed the enemy fo clofe, that he entered with them pell-mell into the 
8 town. 
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town. The inhabitants had formerly been of the fect of the suNNIS; 1717. 
feveral had ftill preferved their ancient religion; and there were fome 
families defcended from the ancient kings of the country. Thefe cir- 
cumftances, together with the lenity with which the inhabitants of KAN- 
DAHAR had been treated by Mrir-vArs, and the tyrannical. extorfion of 
the PERSIAN governors, induced the people to declare in favour of the 
ABDOLLEs; infomuch that having joined with them in putting the gar- 
rifon to the fword, the city was {oon delivered from the PERSIAN yoke. 
This revolution happened in the year 1717. EZADALLAH in lefs than 
three months got pofiefflion of the other ftrong places in. the province, 
whofe fidelity had been fhaken by the example of the capital; and HE- 
RAT became an independent republic, in which its deliverer held the 
moft confiderable rank. 





This year, the kKourDs, a reftlefs roving people, fituated weft of IRAC- I719 
AGEMI?, appeared in arms at the gates of HAMADAN, and wafted the 
country round that city. They carried their infolence fo far, as to com- 
mit robberies under the walls of isFAHAN, where they took away a num- 
ber of horfes belonging to the king. 

Thefe hoftilities and the revolt of HERAT, were not the only incidents 
that alarmed the court. The ouspecs’, a warlike tribe, whom their 
vicinity to PERSIA renders enemies to that crown, taking advantage of 
thefe circumftances, carried terror and defolation into the northern part 
of the vaft province of kHoRASSAN. At the fame time, new troubles 
arofe on the weftern fhores of the CASPIAN SEA. 





The province of DAGISTAN’, inhabited by the LEsGEE TARTARS, are 
MAHOMMEDANS ° of the fect of sunNi, ‘The ferocity of their natural 
difpofition, joined to the fterility of their hillst, have induced them often 


to 
P This is part of the country of the ancient PARTHIANS. AGEM fignifies barbarous or ftranger, 
with regard to the ARABS., 2 This name fignifies free and independent. They are generally 


underftocd to be the TARTARS Of KHIEVA and BoKHARA, and take in alfo thofe of samarcanp, 
which flourifhed in the time of TAMERLANE. Thefe people are comely, well-fhaped, and aétive ; 
much given to robbery, but make good foldicrs See G. Tuompson’s account of them, Vol. 1. 

r Dacu, a mountain; DAGISTAN, a mountainous country. It is fometimes wrote DAGHESTAN. 
J have given an account of thefe people in my 1ft volume, > Formerly fome of them were 
chriftians. Their vallies however are fruitful. 
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1719 to infeft the neighbouring provinces. Asas II. upon his acceffion to the 


crown, came to an accommodation with them, and promifed to pay an- 
nually, by way of fubfidy, a certain fum to each tribe. Each of them 
promifed to fend every year an embafiador to the king, with a prefent of 
two calves fkins, and two lambs fkins; as an acknowledgment of his fo- 
vereignty ; and a peace was concluded on thefe conditions. As it was 
the intereft of the LEsGEEs, they obferved this treaty inviolate, as long as 
the fubfidies agreed to were paid them; but the 1700 tomans", appointed 
for that ufe, having for feveral years been applied to other purpofes, by 
the avaricious minifters of HUSSEIN, thefe people had recourfe again to 
arms, and renewed their excurfions. 


CHAP. Al, 


The court prepares fo attack the ARDOLLEES and OUSBEGS. SEFFIE KOULI 
KAHN 7s made general. Battle between the PERSIANS and ABDOLLEES. 
The MAscats take poffefion of BAHARAIN. LUTF ALI KHAN is chofen 
general, and marches towards the PERSIAN gulf, and beats the rebels. 
Mir-MAGHMUD marches at the fame time towards KHERMAN. The 
domefitc enemies of the PERSIAN general cabal againft him. The ATHE- 
MAT-DOULET zs confined, and his eyes plucked out. LUTF ALI KHAN 
zs carried prifoner to ISFAHAN, and the PERSIAN army difbanded. 

rs HUSSEIN aftonifhed to fee fo many provinces declare againft him, 

at length rouzed from his lethargy. The ABDOLLEES and OUSBEGS 
having entered into a confederacy, appeared to be the moft formidable of 
his enemies: he refolved therefore to make an extraordinary effort again{t 
them ; and having deliberated fome time on the choice of a general, he 
chofe sEFFIE KOULI KHAN. This nobleman had been invefted fome 
years with the poft of DIVAN-BEGHI™ of ISFAHAN; but upon difcovering, 
that the king was fo far prejudiced by his enemies, as to look upon the 


rectitude with which he difcharged his office, as an exceflive feverity, he 
voluntarily refigned it, and withdrew from court. 





SEFFIE 
u 4,200 /. v Lord chief-juftice. 
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SEFFIE KOULI KHAN was now fenfible of the difficulties he fhould en- 
counter in fo dangerous a commiffion, and of the oppofitions he fhould 
find in the execution of his office, from the prevailing faction, by whom 
he was not beloved. Thefe confiderations engaged him to refufe fo de- 
licate, though at the fame time fo glorious an employment : but the court 
hit upon a very artful expedient to engage him to accept of it: this was 
to fend to his only fon, a horfe richly caparifoned, a fpear, a buckler, 
a cuirafs covered with gold brocade, and a turbant enriched with dia- 
monds. Such prefents are never made, except when the king intends to in- 
veft fome perfon with an abfolute authority, fuch as that of generaliffimo. 
The father faw plainly the {nare that was laid for him; but he who had 
prefumed to refufe his fovereign, could not withftand the folicitations of 
a fon whom he tenderly loved. ‘This young nobleman, at the age of 
feventeen, was therefore declared generaliffimo of the forces of the em- 
pire; and his father, as the court forefaw, determined to accompany him 
in the expedition. He accordingly affembled a confiderable body of 
troops, and both of them repaired to IsFAHAN to receive the king’s or- 
ders. The young general met with the moft flattering marks of diftinc- 
tion: the king made a public entertainment for him, and girt his {word 
to his fide, in prefence of the whole court ; and in order to give him an 
opportunity of fhewing his dexterity, he ordered tilts and tournaments in 
the MEIDAN *, in which this young lord gained the applaufe of all the 


{pectators, 


After this kind of anticipated triumph, the general fet out for the 
camp, in company with his father. His army confifted of 30,000 men, 
chofen troops; fo that it was reafonable to expect fuccefs from fuch a 
body of forces, conducted, tho’ under another’s name, by fo experienced 
a general as SEFFIE KOULI KHAN. ‘Thefe expectations feemed to be con- 
firmed by an event, which foon after enfued; for fcarce had the PER- 
sIANs entered the province of HERAT, when they fell in with a body of 
12,000 OUSBEGS, who were marching to the affiftance of the ABDOLLEES ; 


and attacking them brifkly, cut them in picces. 
This 
* The principal fquare in 1sFAKAN. 
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This firft enterprize raifed the courage of the victors, but EZADALLAH, 
more enraged than intimidated by this difgrace, thought ouly of recover- 
ing his lois by a new engagement, which was to decide the fate of the 
province of HERAT. EZapaLLan, at the head of only 15,000 horfe, was 
not afraid to offer battle to an army which had double the number of 
men, and had likewife the advantage of a formidable train of artillery. 
During the courfe of this war, there was not a more obftinate engage- 
ment. The persrans and the ABDOLLEES, equally animated, the one 
to avoid the {hame of being vanquifhed, and the other by the defire of 
preferving their liberty, fought without intermiffion from fun-rife ; and at 
one in the afternoon, the victory was ftill undetermined, when the inat- 
tention of thofe who commanded the artillery, decided the fate of the 
day. Thefe officers, not having obferved that their own troops occupied 
a poft which the ABDOoLLEEs had juft quitted, fired upon them; and the 
PERSIANS, knowing that the enemy had no cannon, were furprized and 
thrown into confufion. The chiefs themfelves apprehended treachery, 
and feemed irrefolute in regard to what ftep they fhould take; when Eza- 
DALLAH tried to avail himfelf of a circumftance, the caufe of which was 
perhaps unknown to him. He therefore renewed the charge with freth 
vigour, and meeting with only a faint refiftance, from men who were 
uneafy and intimidated, he pierced their fquadrons, and obliged them to 
turn their backs. 


EZADALLAH fpurred on by his hatred to the PErs1ANns, and his defire 
of enjoying all the advantages of his victory, purfued the enemy a whole 
day. ‘The persians loft in the action and flight 8000 men, among 
whom was their general, and his father sEFFIE KOULI KHAN, who were 
killed in the retreat. Their baggage, the military cheft, and 20 pieces 
of cannon fell alfo into the hands of the aBboLLEEs; who on their part 
loft 3000 men; which, to an infant republic, could be compenfated only 
by the liberty obtained by that memorable engagement. 


The PERSIAN armies being thus unfortunate, new enemies declared 
againit HUSSEIN. The MASCATs are a tribe of ARABIANS ¥, whofe 
country is the promontory towards the ifle of ormus, which forms the 


ftreights 


Y The country over againt Gomeroon, onthe northern coaft of ARABIA. 


7 
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ftreights of the persian gulf. Thefe people are MAHOMMEDANS of a 1719. 
particular fei, yet more conformable to that of the sunNis, than of the 
scHIAS*: they are fubjeCt to an 1MAN’*, who has an abfolute authority 

over them. ‘This prince taking advantage of the melancholy ftate to 

which the kingdom of PERs1a was reduced, had already made himfelf 
mafter of the ifle of BAHARAIN®; and, not content with this fuccefs, he 
threatened to take poffeilion of BENDER ABASSI‘. 


The court of PERSIA, unable to face all her enemies at once, feemed 
to have taken the refolution of arming only againft thofe who declared 
lat. ‘They determined therefore to make preparations in order to oppofe 
the defigns of thofe ARABs; and as affairs were now reduced to an extre- 
mity by their late defeat at HERAT, FATEY ALI KHAN, at that time 
ATHEMAT DOULET‘, offered to march thither in perfon; but the king 
fearing left he fhould be rendered too powerful, by adding the authority 
of generaliffimo to his prefent employment, returned him thanks, and 
appointed LUTF ALI KHAN, brother-in-law to that minifter, to com- 
mand the expedition. 


In the beginning of the year 1720, this general marched a body of 1720. 
twenty thoufand men to the neighbourhood of BENDER ABASsI ; and as 
the PERSIANS have no fhips in that. fea, he waited for the PORTUGUESE 
fleet, which, purfuant to the treaty concluded with the viceroy of that 
nation, was to fail from Goa, in order to tranfport his troops to the ifle 
of BAHARAIN. This fleet, confifting of four large veffels, fifteen pinks $, 
and fome other tranfports, arrived foon after, and met with a kind re- 
ception from LUTF ALI KHAN. But whether it’ was that he did not 
think this fleet {trong enough to engage that of the MascaTs, or whether 
his enemies at court had with-held the money defigned for this ufe; 


I 2 he 

z Persian fet. a An ecclefiaftical fovereign. b Banaran fignifies the two feas. An 
ifland famous for the Peart fifhery ; it takes its name from a province of ARABIA FELIX, fituated 
near it, between the rep ska, and the Persian gulf. c This place was called GomBRoon, 


before asas I. had put it in the condition in which it is at prefent. ‘To effet this, he made ufe of 
the materials of the city of ormus, which he had lately demolifhed. Beinper is of the fame figni- 
fication as DERBEND, viz port or fence of iron; BENDER ABAss1 being properly the trong port of 
ABAS. 4 Prime minifter, as already explained. e Veffels of 1 or 200 tuns, commonly 
known by this name. 
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. he did not pay the fum that had been ftipulated: the officer who com- 


manded the fleet propofed to fend for a reinforcement, if the KHAN 
thought it proper; but finding this alfo ineffe€tual to obtain the pay- 
ment, he prepared to fail back again to Goa. In the mean time the 
enemy apprehending left the porruGuese fleet fhould be reinforced, re- 
folved to attack them. Accordingly their veffels failed from the port of 
MASCAT, and {oon appeared at the mouth of the ftreight ; the rporTu- 
GUESE weighed anchor, and prepared to receive them; but having loft 
a {mall veffe: in the engagement, which in other refpects was not favour- 
able to them, they retired in the night, and failed dire€tly for Goa. 
LuTF ALI KHAN thus became defperate, as this accident difappointed 
all his projects; and he was reduced to the neceflity of defending the 


coaft againit the infults of the mascaTs, when a fignal occafion happened 
of diftinguifhing his valour. 


No fooner had MIR MAGHMUD deprived MIR ABDALLAH his uncle of 
his life and throne, than he feemed defirous of juftifying fo daring an 
action by fome fignal exploit. The perstans had made no attempt for 
a long time againft KANDAHAR; and the incurfions of the Lescegs, the 
KOURDS, and the ousBEGs, together with the uneafinefs occafioned by 
the taking of BAHARAIN, and the revolt of HERAT, left no room to ap- 
prehend the leaft danger from that quarter. And with regard to INDIA, 
the domeftic troubles of that empire fecured him fufficiently againft the 
enterprizes of the MoGHOL, as will appear from the following relation : 


MAHOMMED FURRUKHSIR, the GREAT MOGHOL, having advanced 
SEYD ABDALLAH KHAN to the title of vizir f, and his brother HASSAN 


ALI KHAN being the general pay-mafter £ of the army; by their intrigues 
they acquired an unlimited authority, and at length feized on the perfon 
of their fovereign, and deprived him of his fight. In FEBRUARY 1719, 
they accomplifhed their work, and put him to an ignominious death, 
after a reign of feven years: they then chofe RAFFEEIH AL DIR JAT, a 
prince of the imperial blood, who had been for fome time confined in 


the 


* He had alfo that of Koren ar mutuckx, or axis of the empire, and 1AR BA-VAFA the grate- 
ful friend E MIR BUKHSHI, 
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the caftle of seLIMGUR, but this prince dying a natural death, a few 
days after thefe minifters proclaimed prince suJAMBADOUR. 


This new election was not attended like the former, with the unani- 
mous confent of the people; for the inhabitants of AGRA, then efteemed 
the capital of the empire, proclaimed NASR O DIN MAHOMMED SHAH", 
a grand-fon of the famous AURING-ZEBE ; and both parties being obfti- 
nately bent to fupport the emperor whom they had chofen, this double 
election was foon followed by a civil war. After feveral battles, the 
grand vizir apprehending that it would be a long time before the difpute 
could be determined by force of arms, refolved to bribe the principal in- 
habitants of AGRA, who opened their gates to him, and delivered up 
NASR O DIN MAHOMMED SHAH. But this event produced a very differ- 
ent effect from what might have been naturally expected ; for a report 
being fpread fome days after, that prince sayAMBADoUuR had been put 
to death at DEHLI, NASR O DIN MAHOMMED, who confidered himfelf as 
a facrifice to the fecurity of his rival, was not only fet at liberty, but 
acknowledged as emperor by both parties. And though the report was 
falfe ; as they were heartily tired of the war, both parties agreed to put 
SAJAMBADOUR to death, 


It is very remarkable, that the grand vizir and his brother acted with 
fuch cunning, as to preferve their whole authority during thefe troubles, 
though they foon became great objects of jealoufy. By difbanding the 
armies, they had reftored peace, but neither their own power, nor that 


of the emperor, were fufficiently fixed, to engage them in an enterprize, 
the iflue of which had been always fatal to the MoGHOLS. 


As MIR MAGHMUD‘ was free from any apprehenfion on this fide, he 
emplcyed his thoughts intirely about the execution of his favourite defign, 
Mir vais during his confinement at the court of persia, had difcovered 
fo much of the weaknefs of the government, that it has been thought he 
then afpired not only at making himfelf mafter of the province of KANDA- 


| HAR, 
* Nasr o pin fignifies the fupporter and affifter of religion. This is the fame prince whom the 
PERSIAN ufurper NADIR invaded 20 years afterwards. ' He is often called alfo macuMuD 


only ; mır has been already explained, page 29. and for this reafon the hyphen between the words 
I difcontinue as unneceflary, 


17200 
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1720. HAR, but likewife of fubduing the whole monarchy. Be that as it may, 
MIR MAGHMUD now prepared for this great enterprize; bit as his repu- 
tation was not yet fufficiently eftablifhed, to venture to propofe it to the 
AFGHANS, he refolved to engage in fome expedition, by the fuccefs of 
which he might expect to gain their confidence. With this view, he 
affembled the chief men of the nation towards the year 1720, and having 
laid open his defign to them, he caufed a proclamation to be made, that 
whoever was willing to march with him againft the enemy, fhould re- 
pair with his horfe and armour to a certain place by him appointed. By 
this means he raifed about 10,000 men, and putting himfelf at the head 
of them, he took the road to KHERMAN, while LUTF ALI KHAN was 
advancing with his army towards BENDER ABASSI. 


That part of sSEGISTAN, which feparates the province of KHERMAN from 
the kingdom * of KANDAHAR, is a country in which for fifteen days march 
there is nothing but fandy plains, with very few inhabitants. Thefe diffi- 
culties did not deter MIR MAGHMUD; on the contrary he was defirous on 
this occafion to try the courage and refolution of his troops: befides, as he 
had laid a {cheme to penetrate very foon by that road into the heart of 
PERSIA, it was a point of fome importance to be acquainted with the na- 
ture of that country. He knew that water is fcarce in thofe parts, and 
what little is found is hardly potable; this induced him to take the fmaller 
number of horfes and mules, and to mount his aFGHANs two or three on 
a camel, this animal being inured to thirft. As foon as he arrived on the 
frontier, he ordered thefe camels to be loaded with water, and in the fame 
manner every foldier to fill the fheeps guts which they carried for this pur- 
pofe like a girdle about their waifts ; and thus prepared, the army entered 
thefe deferts. He met no oppofition during his march: the difficulties 
which he defied by taking this rout, conftituted his fecurity ; but as the 
want of water, provifions, and forage, of which it was impoffible to carry 
a fufficient quantity with them, together with the fcorching heat of the 
fun, fupplied in fome meafure the place of enemies, he loft two thoufand 


men, 

* The reader muft obferve, that kingdom and province are fometimes ufed for the fame country, 

not only according to the ORIENTAL expreflion, but that by revolutions they are rendered indepen- 
dent foverejgnties upon many occafions. 
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men, and a confiderable number of beafts of burthen. The AFGHANS, 
however, encouraged by the promifes and example of their prince, bore 
with all thefe hardfhips, and at length paffed the deferts. They had 
fcarce appeared on the frontier of KHERMAN, when the khan of this 
province having no troops to oppofe them, retired with his family. Mur 
MAGHMuD entered the country without fighting, and purfuing his march, 
came and refrefhed his army in the very capital * of the province. 


Tho’ that city had opened her gates to MAGHMUD, yet he behaved as 
a conqueror: he laid heavy contributions, as well on the merchants, as 
the citizens, and put numbers of them to cruel tortures; fuffering his 
troops to live at difcretion: fo that thefe miferable people experienced all 
the horrors and calamities of war, without having had the confolation of 
attempting to defend their lives and properties. They had been now 
four months fubject to this tyrannical yoke, when LUTF ALI KHAN came 
and refcued them from oppreffion. ‘This general, who was obliged to 
wait for enemies whom he could not go in fearch of, no fooner heard of 
what had pafled in the province of KHERMAN, than he marched thither 
with a body of chofen troops. Fortune, which had been fo favourable 
to the AFGHANS, now deferted them ; for their little army was defeated 
and put to flight. The news of fo important and unexpeéted a victory, 
being brought to TÆHIRAN, where the king was lately arrived, fufpended 
the uneafinefs of this prince, as well as of the whole court. 


In the mean time, LUTF ALI KHAN perceiving that KHERMAN was 
the only place that could ftop MacHMup, on the fide of thefe deferts, 
fortified that part which is called the upper town, and ferves as a citadel ; 
after which he left a ftrong garrifon in the place, and joined the main 
body of his army. Whether it was from a thirft of revenge of his ene- 
mies at court, who had confiderable eftates in thofe parts; or that he 
was obliged to have recourfe to this expedient, in order to maintain 
his army; LUTF ALI KHAN laid heavy contributions on the country, ta- 

kin 

* This city, which bears the fame name as the province, is famous all over the eaft for the beauty 
of the fafhes and ftuffs manufactured there. The wool, of which they are made, comes chiefly from 
the neighbouring mountains : it is faid that when their fheep brouze on new grafs, the whole fleece 


falls off, and leaves the fheep as if they had been fhorn. Their wool is certainly allowed to be the 
fineft and beft we know of, and draws thither a number of 1np1an merchants. 
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1720. king all their arms, horfes and camels; and dividing his forces into differ- 
ent bodies, he quartered them upon the inhabitants at diftretion. This 
continued till the autumn, when the army marched for suirass, the 
capital of FARSISTAN, which had been pitched upon as the general ren- 
dezvous. The troops aflembled there in the month of NoveMRER 1720 
and a better appointed army had not been feen for many years in PERSIA. 
Their camp enjoyed great plenty ; a vaft quantity of provilions and am- 
munition having been amafled by means of feveral thoufands of camels, 
which were employed for that purpofe. The troops, encouraged alfo by 
the victory at KHERMAN, were impatient to be led againft the enemy ; 
and every thing feemed to prefage the ruin of the aFGHANs, againft whom 
all thefe preparations were making. But in fpite of thefe favourable cir- 
cumftances, PERSIA feemed devoted to ruin; for the general was arrefted 
and fent a prifoner to court, and the whole army at once difperfed. 


This fudden change was owing to thofe lords, whofe lands had been 
lately ravaged by LUTF ALI KHAN: incenfed at the difregard which he 
had fhewn them on this occafion, they figured to themfelves how low 
their own intereft would be reduced, if fo great a piece of fervice, as the 
reduction of KANDAHAR, were added to the credit which the general had 
already acquired with the king, on account of his firft victory. They 
refolved therefore to employ every engine of falfhood and malice, to pre- 
vent his marching upon that expedition; and defpairing to fucceed in 
their defign, fo long as FATEY ALI KHAN continued in his office, this 
minifter was the firft victim whom they undertook to facrifice to their 
own imaginary fecurity. 

The method which they took to attain their end, was as bold as it 
was wicked. The king’s chief MULLAH’, and the HAKEM BACHI™, who 
were concerned in the plot, entered this prince’s bed-chamber in the mid- 
dle of the night, and imploring his pardon for fo daring an intrufion, in- 
formed him of the imminent danger which he was in: they told him 
with all the appearance of the utmoft confternation, that they had juft 


difcovered a confpiracy formed againft his majefty’s crown and life: that 
LUTF 


| E 
1 Either the PICHE-NAHMAZ, Or great almoner ; or the KHODAFA, the ci aplain. = ‘The 


chief phyfician. 
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LUTF ALI KHAN was to enter ISFAHAN with his army, and to feize on 
the royal family; while the ATHEMAT DOULET”, fupported by a body 
of 3000 KoURDS, who were on their march, under the command of a 
prince of that nation, was to fecure his majefty’s perfon : that there was 
not a moment to lofe, for this very night the confpirators intended to 
execute their execrable defign. In proof of what they had advanced, 
they produced a letter, which they pretended had been written by the 
prime minifter to the prince of the kourns, This letter had the counter- 
feit of the royal feal upon it: SHAH HUSSEIN no fooner caft his eyes upon 
the feal, than imagining he knew it, he concluded he was undone and 
his terror deprived him of his fenfes. While he was coming to himfelf, a 
council was called in a hurry, compofed of fome of the principal eunuchs, 
who were accomplices with the two accufers; and after a very {fhort con- 
fultation, the king fent for the KURCHI BACHI’, and commanded him to 
go with what number of foldiers he could get together, to break open 
the prime minifter’s houfe, and to bring him his head. 


This order however was not ftrictly executed; for the eunuchs intending 
to oblige him to make a difcovery of his effects, which they hoped would 
be confifcated in their favour, reprefented to the king that it was not proper 
to put him to death if he made no refiftance ; to which SHAH HUSSEIN 
acquiefced. The ATHEMAT DOULET, who was afleep in his harram, made 
no fcruple to obey: as foon as he was brought to the KURCHI BacHi, his 
eyes were plucked out, as if he had been convicted of high-treafon ; after 
which, under a pretext of extorting a confeflion of his accomplices, and 
the circumftances of the confpiracy, but in reality to force him to difcover 
his effects, he was put to the torture. 


No fooner was this wild refolution taken of arrefting the ATHEMAT 
DOULET, than meflengers were difpatched on every fide to fecure the re- 
lations and friends of this unfortunate minifter. The commiflion how- 
ever feemed difficult to execute in regard to LUTF ALI KHAN his brother- 


in-law 3 
n Prime minifter. ° The general of the kurcHIs, one of the troops of horfe belonging 
to his majefty’s houfhold, 
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in-law; and it would have been fo indeed, if this general had been guilty 
of the crime with which he was charged. The governo of SHIRASS 
was ordered by the king to intice him into the town, and there to feize 
on his perfon, and fend him under a proper guard to isFAHAN. The 
governor found no difficulty in executing his commiffion ; for LUTF ALI 
KHAN, having no defign but to march againft the enemies of his country, 
fufpected no evil. Such was the reward which this gencral received for 
his fignal fervices. His difgrace was followed with the difperfion of the 
whole army ; for the khans and other lords, who commanded the dif- 
ferent bodies of which it was compofed, apprehending from this example 
that they fhould be called to an account for the depredations committed 
in KHERMAN, retired to their own eftates; infomuch, that of this flou- 
rifhing army, which promifed fecurity to PERSIA, in a few days nothing 
remained, except the artillery, ammunition, and provifions. 


In the mean time every thing was in confufion at T£HIRAN, where 
they were making preparations to defend themfelves againft the three 
thoufand kouRDs who were hourly expected ; but as foon as it was day, 
and the king faw that no enemy appeared, and had alfo been informed 
by people arrived from different quarters, and by the feveral bodies of 
horfe which were fent out as fcouts, that every thing was perfetly quiet 
in the neighbourhood, this deluded prince began to fufpeét that they had 
impofed upon him. Under this fufpence he fent for the HAKIM BACHI, 
and with a very fevere tone, which he feldom affumed, he bid him take 
care that the wounds they had made in the arHEMAT DOULET, by pluck- 
ing out his eyes, did not endanger his life, for that his fhould anfwer for 
it. This declaration in all probability faved the life of that unfortunate 
man; whofe barbarous enemies would probably have taken his life alfo, 
from an apprehenfion left he fhould ruin them by detecting the villainous 
falfity of all their impoftures. 


The ATHEMAT DOULET recovered; and the couriers, who had been 
fent, bringing intelligence that the army had made no motion, the suam 
was confirmed in his fufpicions, and refolved to examine the affair in a 


juridical manner, 
2 CHA P, 
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CHAP. XIL 


A divan ts held, in which the king prefides, to examine into the conduct of 


the ATHEMAT DOULET. Articles of accufation brought againft bim; 
bis anfwer and defence. 


HE day being fixed for the trial of this great caufe, the king de- 

termined to prefide in perfon at the divan, which was compofed of 
all the minifters and great officers of ftate. The prifoner being brought 
into the court, the feffion was opened with a recital of the feveral arti- 
cles of complaint. The crimes laid to his charge were chiefly thefe, vig. 
“ J. That he had written and fealed with the royal feal, of which he 
“ was the depofitory ih virtue of his office of prime minifter, a letter by 
“ which he defired one of the princes of the KourDs, to bring a body 
“ of 3000 men with him to T#HIRAN, in order to feize on the perfon 
“ of the king. II. That he had maintained a correfpondence with the 
“€ LESGEES, from his attachment to the fect of the sunnis which he 
“ profefied ; and that he had written a letter to one of their chiefs, which 
“ was alfo produced, and by which he gave him intelligence that they 
“ might continue their depredations with all fecurity, provided they did 
“ not advance towards ERIVAN, where one of his nephews commanded. 
“ III. That he had faid one day, when he was in the city of Koom, at 
“ the tomb of sHAH SULIMAN, by whofe orders his father had been put 
“ to death ; that the time would come, when he would revenge his 
** father’s death, by that of sHAn HuUssEIN, his fon, and all the royal 
« family.” But this laft accufation had no other proof to fupport it, 
than the depofition of this minifter’s valet de chambre. 


Befides thefe three capital articles, feveral others were added, which 
feemed to be rather reproaches againft his conduct, than fubjects of ac- 
cufation. It was laid to his charge, that he had decided all affairs of 
himfelf, and without the advice of the council, and the other minifters. 
That his orders were more refpected in the provinces, than thofe of the 


king. ‘That he had married his daughters and nieces to the principal 
K 2 lords 
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lords of the kingdom, from whence it was inferred that he intended to 
form a powerful party. ‘That he had difpofed of the governnent of pro- 
vinces to his nephews, who were but children: and laftly, that as his 
eftate by his own acknowledgment, amounted to the fum of nine hundred 
thoufand tomans?, it was impoffible he could have amafled fuch immenfe 
wealth, without extortion, or, at leaft, embezzlement of the royal revenues. 





Thefe were the articles of complaint againft this minifter: upon which 
the king having afked him whether he had any thing to fay in his de- 
fence, he turned towards the place from whence he heard the voice, and 
addrefied the king with a heroic firmnefs, but in a refpectful tone. ‘‘ Great 
** prince, the juftification which you require of your flave, would be 
“ intirely ufelefs, were it intended for no other purpofe than to preferve 
“ his life, in the deplorable fituation to which malice and impofture have 
“ reduced him: life is now become a load to him, undeferving of fuch 
“« care. But fince his honour, and the glory which his family has ac- 
< quired in the fervice of your auguft anceftors, do not permit him to be 
“ filent while envy and malice are raifing their batteries againft him, he 
«© will convince your majefty, that if you had deigned to hear him be- 
“ fore you pronounced his fentence, it would have been as eafy to con- 
“« found the calumny of his accufers, as to ward off the fatal blow with 
“ which his innocence has been opprefied.” 


After this tacit reproach, the ATHEMAT DOULET ceafing to addrefs 
himfelf in direct terms to the king, continued his difcourfe to this effe@: 


“« If the pretended confpiracy had not been the means projected, by 
which my enemies have ruined me, they would never have thought 
“ of fo abfurd, as well as heavy a charge againft me. Does not this im- 
“ pofture refute itfelf? When was it they intercepted this fatal letter, 
“ which has ferved as a foundation to this monftrous ftructure of ini- 
“s quity ? Was it fent from T2#HIRAN ; and intercepted before it came 
“ to hand? Or returned to them from the kKourps? The kourps were 
“ to make their appearance that night; if the letter was intercepted, how 
“ was that poffible, for thefe rebels had twelve days march to make? 

* the 
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the letter muft confequently have been a long time in the hands of 
my accufers, which renders them accomplices of my {uppofed crime: 
therefore the chief to whom I wrote, muft have fent it back: but if 
fo, why fhould they have been afraid of thofe troops? And if they con- 
trived to take it from him upon his march, who is it that has hindered 
this prince from appearing before our gates? Let my enemies explain 
themfelves; how is this important piece come hither: and why have 
they waited for the very moment in which the confpiracy was to take 
effect, before they fhewed it to their majetties ? 


“ The circumftances with which thefe informers corroborate their ac- 
cufation, plainly fhew their impofture. They fay that I intended that 
very night with three thoufand men to lay hands on the facred perfon 
of my fovereign, furrounded by his courtiers, and by a guard of fifteen 
thoufand men ; and yet they found me afleep in my harram, with no 
other people about me than my own domeflics, LUTF ALI KHAN, 
who is fuppofed to have intended at the fame time to take pofieffion 
of the capital, we do not hear has made any motion at all with his 
troops; and the prince of the KouRDs, to whom I am faid to have 
ordered the gates of the city to be opened that night, is fixty farfangs 4 
diftant from the frontier, and has not fet his foot in the province. I 
{hall not dwell any longer on the refutation of this part of the charge ; 
their majefties have too much penetration not to fee eafily into the ab- 
furdity of it. I fhall proceed to the other crimes of which I am ac- 
cufed.”’ 


« It is true, E am a suNNn1I’, as my anceftors were; nor have I ever 
facrificed my faith to the fecurity of my fortune; but I never kept it 
a fecret from the king, nor from the reft of the nation; and their 
majefties, by entrufting me with the adminiftration of affairs, plainly 
fhewed that this difference of perfuafle: was no juft rcafon for doubt- 
ing of my allegiance. Beut they have produced a letter, which they 
pretend I wrote to a chief of the LEsGEEs, encouraging thofe people 
to continue their depredations. Is it not evident that this is an artifice 

2 “« Jike 


2 A farfang is four ENGLISH milcs, Sect of the TURS, 
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cc 


like the former? Is there any great difficulty in counterfeiting a Bux 
in a country, where the moft experienced sarar +t can hardly difcern 
a piece of {purious coin from that which has paffed thro’ the royal mint. 
Thefe dumb teftimonies determine nothing, -if they are not fupported 
by other proofs < and what other proofs have they to alledge againft 

me? Every one knows, that the king having enjoined me by a fpecial 
commiffion to fupprefs the infolence of thofe mountaineers, I charged 
my nephew with this expedition. Now this young man, whom I 
loved as my fon, and had publicly adopted as my heir, was flain by 
thofe very LESGEES, with whom they pretend I held a criminal cor- 
re{pondence : and furely his unhappy cataftrophe is a full juftification 
of my conduct in this particular. The depredations of thofe people 
ought not to be laid to my charge, but to thofe who were the caufe 


of them, by converting to their own ufe, for feveral fucceffive years, 


the fubfidies granted by treaty to the LESGEES. 


“ With refpe& to the execrable menaces which they accufe me of 
having uttered at Koom, furely it would be a matter of amazement to 
all the world, if in fo numerous a family as that of.an ATHEMAT 


DOULET, there was not one domeftic to be found whom money could 


corrupt. But tho’ this teftimony is not. fufficient, according to law ; 


yet there is the higheft reafon, fince the facred perfon of the prince 


is concerned, that no means fhould be neglected that can confirm or 
invalidate his allegation. Let this wretch be therefore put to the rack, 
and he will declare the perfons by whom he has been comupted ; by 
which means perhaps a complete difcovery will be made of the ini- 
quitous defigns of my enemies. This,’’ continued the minifter, “ is 


‘what I have to anfwer to the former parts of my charge; and it will 
be as eafy to juftify myfelf in the latter. 


“ During my whole adminiftration, I never determined upon any af- 
fair of moment.without the king’s exprefs directions: for the truth of 
this I appeal to their majefties, who know it beft.. As to the ordinary 

“ bufinefs 


* The suv generally contains the name of the perfon, oftentimes with the addition of a moral 


fentence, engraved on a feal, which they ufe with ink, as described in Vol. I. Chap. 47. in the man- 
ner as EUROPEANS fubfcribe their names. t A money changer. 
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“ bufinefs of my miniftry, I always confulted certain perfons who now 1720. 
‘© make this complaint, till I found them difaffected to my perfon, and 
‘© too much attached to their own private intereft, to give me any counfel 
« capable of promoting the public good. If thofe very perfons, who 
‘© now feem fo tender of the refpect due to the fupreme authority, had 
“ not often caufed the orders fent into the provinces, even in the king’s 
‘© name, to be revoked, they would not have the boldnef{s to accufe me 
«© of a fault of which they are confcious of being guilty themfelves. For 
« my own part, I obferved a quite different conduct, by making it a 
« rule never to retract, either through intereft or folicitation, whatever I 
« had once determined, after a thorough knowledge of the matter. 


« I could not have expected, I own, that I fhould be accufed of having 

« fettled my daughters and nieces in a manner fuitable to my dignity and 
‘ their birth. Do my enemies imagine, that a minifter fo greatly fa- 
« youred by his matter, fhould forget himfelf to that degree, as to feek 
« hufbands for his daughters from among the dregs of the people; or 
« difhonour the blood of the ancient kings of DAGHESTAN, from which 
« he has the honour of being defcended? Would they have me court 
« the protection of eunuchs, and ally my family with their creatures and 
« domeftics ? But not fatisfied with reproaching me for the advantageous 
« fettlement of my daughters; they require me to make an excufe for 
« the king’s indulgence, in granting the government of fome provinces 
‘“ to two of my nephews, It is true, I folicited that favour, but not 
« without a precedent; fince their majefties had granted it to others who 
« were never cenfured for it. ‘Thus, great prince,” continued he, ‘ the 
« fury of my enemies has tranfported them fo far, that they are not afraid 
« of challenging me for your goodnefs. They demand of me an account 
“ of my effects, and forgetting that I hold the greateft part of what I 
“ poffefs from the royal bounty; can they pretend to be ignorant that I 
« was born to a great eftate, that I inherit my brother's fortunes, and 
« that the good ceconomy with which I have always lived, has increafed 
‘© my property. I intended to leave all to my nephews, and my daugh- 
« ters; and fo natural a confideration might have juftified my parfimony: 
“ but what pretext have my enemies for their infatiable avarice! have 
“ they 
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“ they any fuch relations, or are they capable of heirs“? What ufe would 
< they make of their riches, unlefs they would fend every year to MECCA 
“ and MEDINA camels loaded with wealth, and violate with impunity 
‘ the laws of the kingdom, by which {fuch pilgrimages are exprefily 
“ forbidden ? ” 


mf 


A 


The ATHEMAT DOULET having finifhed his vindication ; his accufers 
alledged againft him further, that the expedition of BAHAKAIN had mif- 
carried by his collufion with the officers of the PoRTUGUEsE fleet: that 
in conjunction with LUTF ALI KHAN, he had betrayed the interefts of 
the ftate, by not maxing a proper ufe of the confternation of the rebels 
after the victory of KHERMAN by laying fiege to KANDAHAR; charging 
him with all the violences committed upon the fea coaft towards the 
end of the campaign, and infifting on his declaring the motives that en- 
gaged his brother-in-law to march towards sHIRAss, inftead of leading 
his army, as the court intended, again{ft the AFGHANS. 


“ I might very eafily,” replied the minifter, ‘ avoid entering into any 
difcuffion upon this fubje@t; for it would be fufficient for me to al- 
ledge, that fince no man is anfwerable for more than his own aétions, 
“ I cannot, without manifeft injuftice, be charged with any faults com- 
“ mitted by my brother: but the conduct of this general has been fo 
prudent and fo agreeable to the real interefts of the ftate, that I am not 
“ afraid to be anfwerable for his military operations. All the world 
“ knows, that the great suan aBas having difpoflefled the PORTUGUESE 
“ of the ifle of ormus, by the affiftance of the ENGLisw fleet”; this 
“ prince, in order to preferve his conqueft, without being obliged to 
‘© maintain a number of fhips, concluded a peace with them, and con- 
** fented to let them have the moiety of the duties colle¢ted in the ifland, 
« which was afterwards valued at a certain fam. It isalfo well known, 
s that the funds appropriated to this ufe have been for mary years applied 
“ to other purpofes: the embaflador whom their majetties appoint to 

“ refide 


u Here he alludes to the eunuchs, Ww ALFONSO DE ALBUQU ERQUE conquered the ifle 


and city of ormus in 1507; it was taken again by the PERSIANS in 1622, when the ENGLISH had 
a grant of duties at BENDER ABASSI the new town. 
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refide at GoA, could not therefore engage the viceroy to fend his fleet 
into that fea, without promifing to pay part of the arrears. But LUTF 
ALI KHAN not being able to perform fuch agreement, for want of the 
money, which was never remitted to him, as we can eafily prove, the 
PORTUGUESE commander, incenfed at this breach of promife, not only 
refufed to take our troops on board, but put back to fea. This is the 
plain matter of fact, the truth of which will be attefted, 1f neceflary, 
by the commiffary of this very fleet, who is now at ISFAHAN. 


« But LUTF ALI KHAN, they pretend, ought to have made a proper 
ufe of his victory, by forcing the rebels in their own capital*. Is it 
poffible that fuch arguments as thefe fhould come from perfons who 
concern themfelves in the adminiftration of public affairs? Is it not 
well known, that this general had only a detachment of his army with 
him ? Would it have been right in him, without ammunition or pro- 
vifions, to undertake, juft after the harveft, the fiege of a place ex- 
tremely well fortified, and defended by an army double the number 
of his own? He was too prudent to take fo rafh a ftep, but contented 
himfelf, for that time, with putting the city of KHERMAN in a pofture 
of defence ; and I am not afraid to own, that it was by my advice he 
afterwards joined the main body of his army. Having afterwards de- 
termined to carry the war into the province of KANDAHAR, he {fet 


‘ about making the neceffary preparations for this great expedition. He 


was then obliged to make the province Y furnifh the money and pro- 
vifions for the fubfiftence of his troops; and if in the execution of 
thofe orders, there was a mixture of prejudice or refentment, this 1s a 
fault that ought not to be ranked amongft crimes committed againft 
the ftate. 


‘© Such was the real caufe of thofe irregularities which have been fo 
greatly exaggerated. In regard to the motives which determined LUTF 
ALI KHAN to advance towards sHIRAss, it is eafy to account for them, 


This general, grown wife by the fatal example of KHOsROFF KHAN, 
«© had 


x KANDAHAR, Y KHERMANIA. 
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“ had determined to furprize the rebels, left they fhould deftroy the 
“crop, which is gathered in that country two moons before the vernal 
“ equinox. He could not therefore take a better meafure, than to ad- 
« vance towards this city; becaufe here he was in a fituation to traverle 
“ the deferts by the fhorteft way: befides, he confidered that it was 
“« much eafier to form magazines in the center of a fruitful province, and 
“ at no great diftance from the capital, than on a barren coaft. It 1s 
‘ notorious, that he {pared neither money, folicitations, nor care, to 
gather in thofe provifions ; and that I even fent, at my own expence, 
“© 2000 camels loaded with rice. If we had any defign, as our enemies 
pretend, to march the army againft IsFAHAN, the carrying away fuch 
a prodigious quantity of provifions was an unpopular meafure, and 
tended to incenfe the people againft us ; for they were already irritated 
‘¢ by the burthens laid on them. But it is needlefs to {pend any more 
« time in juftifying a condudt, the rectitude and prudence of which are 
« evident: it is now time that their happy majefties, who are the fhadow 
« of Gop upon earth, fhould determine the caufe between innocence 
‘© and impofture.” 


CHAP. XII. 


Death and character of the ATHEMAT DOULET. Excurfions of the LEs- 
GEES. Magnanimity of VACHTANGA; he puts on the turbant, and is 
named VALI of GEORGIA. Preparations made by this prince againft 
the LESGEES, whom he reduces to extremity. They are faved from de- 
firuction by a court intrigue. VACHTANGA takes an oath never to 
appear in arms in defence of PERSIA. 


ATEY aur KHAN having thus finifhed his apology, the king, far 
from being offended with the liberty with which he had delivered 
himfelf, could not help weeping at the misfortunes occafioned by his 
precipitate judgment. And yet as this difgrace was irreparable, and the 
court imagined they could no longer put any confidence in a man whom 


they 





Chap. XIII. SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN. 83 


they had ufed fo barbaroufly; after he had been a victim to malice and 
credulity, he fell a facrifice to policy, and was fent a prifoner to the 
caftle of sHIRAss: but sHAH HUSSEIN to foften in fome meafure the 
rigour of this fentence, granted him a confiderable penfion, and endea- 
voured to comfort him by reprefenting the inevitable neceffity of fate *. 
The ATHEMAT DOULET died in prifon a little after the taking of ISFA- 
HAN*. It was imagined that he made ufe of poifon, fearing left mir 
MAGHMUuD fhould oblige him to make difcoveries prejudicial to the ftate: 
but it is more probable that he fell under the weight of his own misfor- 
tunes, and thofe in which his country was now involved, by the evil go- 
vernment of his enemies, 


SHAH HUSSEIN thus loft the wifeft of his minifters. He had the no- 
bleft mien of any perfon at court; and as he mentioned in his juftification, 
owed to his ceconomy and good management, that great fortune of which 
he was pofiefied. As to the confpiracy, it was undoubtedly a contrivance 
of his enemies; but tho’ his integrity was untainted in this particular, his re- 
putation was not without blemifh. It is beyond difpute, that after MIR vals 
was {ent prifoner to ISFAHAN, FATEY ALI KHAN took him under his pro- 
tection, and fent him back to KANDAHAR. Now, whether he was moved 
by compafiion for that prince, who was a suNNI as well as himfelf; or whe- 
ther he acted from an averfion to GURGHIN KHAN; or laftly, through the 
temptation of the great prefents he received froin the prifoner ; it was cer- 
tainly a dangerous ftep, and fufficient to render his fidelity fufpected. Be- 
fides, he was already appointed ATHEMAT DOULET, or of the fame party as 
the perfon who then occupied that poft, when KHosRoFF KHAN marched 
againít the AFGHANS; and this cabal was charged with being the caufe 
of the death of that prince, and of the total defeat of the army. 


But thefe are not the only crimes with which fome writers have ftained 
the memory of this minifter. A miffionary, who was at SHAMAKIE at 
the taking of that city, afferts, that FATEY ALI KHAN, provoked at not 
having been able to obtain of sHAH HuUssEIN the abclition of the ca- 

L 2 RACK, 


z Predeftinarianifm is a fundamental principle of the MAHOMMEDAN religion. 2 By the 
AFGHANS near two years afterwards, 


1720C. 





84. THE REIGN OF Part IIT, 


1720. RACK *, impofed on the sunnis, and the cuftom of uttering maledictions 


againft the three firft caliphs, with which the PERsIANs always end their 
public prayers, formed a project to fubvert the government of the scurAs, 
and to afcend the throne himfelf. Filled with this idea, he faw no na- 
tion on whom he could depend fo well as on the LesGEEs, becaufe he 
was defcended from their ancient kings, and moreover moft of their tribes 
are of this fect. Hence he engaged them to take up arms, and to make 
incurfions into the province of sHIRVAN; not queftioning but as a con- 
fiderable number of the inhabitants profeffled this fame religion, the pro- 


vince would fhake off the yoke, and join their forces to thofe of the 
rebels. 


Be that as it may, SHAH HUSSEIN remained fo ftrongly perfuaded of 
the innocence of this minifter, that tho’ he had the great weaknefs to 
pardon his accufers, yet the conduct he obferved towards thofe who had 
been confined upon this account, fufficiently evinces that he did not be- 
lieve him guilty. All of them, without exception, had their eftates re- 
ftored to them ; and if fome who were poffeffed of governments had them 
taken from them, and others were detained at IsFAHAN, this was only 
thro’ fear, left they fhould be induced by their refentments to juftify the 
fufpicions conceived of them. It is even obferved, that tho’ the aTHEMAT 
DOULET’s eftate was confifcated; yet the feveral portions were excepted, 
which belonged to his fons-in-law, MAHOMMED KOULI KHAN, the prince 
of KAKET‘, and to the KouLLAR aGassi‘4, brother of the vat of 
GEORGIA, as their wives portion. ‘True it is, that as the fidelity of thefe 
lords was well known, they were not included in the number of thofe 
whom the court was to have an eye over; and LUTF ALI KHAN, who 
had been confidered as one of the chiefs of the pretended confpiracy, and 
as fuch had been removed to TÆHIRAN, underwent no other punifhment 
than that of reftoring to the king the plunder he had taken upon the 


frontier, 


° A poll-tax paid in manoMMEDAN countries by fubje&ts who are of a different religion from that 
of the prince. € Kaker, a province, the government of which is fometimes joined to that 
of KARABAGH, and fometimes to that of Gzorc1a. It has alfo had its general governors; from 
whence they have derived the name of prince. € The chief of the flaves: a body of cavalry, 
compofed of men of diftinétien, who ftile themfelves the king’s flaves. 
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frontier, and of being watched at ISFAHAN, not as a ftate-criminal, but 
as a man who had juft caufe to be difaffected to the government. 


This ftorm was at length fucceeded by {fome days of calm. The LES- 
GEES, whofe incurfions had given great uneafinefs to the court, fent de- 
puties to ISFAHAN to fue for a reconciliation. ‘The anxiety with which 
this revolt had filled the minds of sHAH HUSSEIN and his minifters, was 
well founded: for thofe people having driven away the collectors and other 
officers belonging to the king, affembled towards the beginning of 1719 
to the number of two thoufand men; and, commanded by MULLA ABDAL- 
LAH, and KANLU SABAN, their chiefs, they made incurfions, and {pread 
terror and defolation in {ome of the neighbouring parts of GEORGIA. 
Their reputation and forces having increafed by their fuccefs, they were 
joined by a body of near 30,000 of the inhabitants of sHirnvan, who 
were of the fect of the sunNis, and pufhed their hoftilities to the gates 
of GANJA and SHAMAKIE. At length the khan, who commanded in the 
latter, having received orders to oppofe thefe hoftilities, marched at the 
head of forty thoufand men againít the rebels, who were then incamped 
in a plain between Ganja and the borders of sH1invan. But juft when he 
was preparing to attack them, they furprized him in the night, fo that part 
of his army was cut to pieces, and the remainder difperfed. The khan ° 
himfelf perifhed on this occafion, with moft of his principal officers. 





The fear of the refentment of a power over whom they had obtained 
{o fignal a triumph, was not the motive which induced thefe people to 
fue for peace. They were determined to take this ftep by a more preffing 
confideration ; which I hall explain by tracing matters fomewhat higher. 


After KHOSROFF KHAN was flain before KANDAHAR, VACHTANGA, as 
the eldeft of the family, ought in courfe to have fucceeded him in the 
dignity of VALI of GEORGIA; but as he refufed to wear the turbant 
his younger brother, tho’ the patriarch of that country, offered himfelf 


1n 


e This being the firft battle of any confequence that was fought between the perstans and LEs- 
GEES IN HUSSEIN’s reign, renders it probable, that this khan was the nephew of FATEY ALI KHAN 
mentioned in his vindication, page 78. f This is fometimes ufed as an expreffion to denote 
the MAHOMMEDAN religion; tho’ the anMENIANS, who ave chriftians, wear turbants in persia. 
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1720. in his ftead. Their father, then DIVAN BEGHI of isFAHAN, tho’ a MaA- 
HOMMEDAN himfelf, was fo incenfed at this fcandalous propofal, that he 
ordered this irreligious prieft to be baftinadoed, and kept to his facerdotal 
function. The inveftiture of this principality was then given to the third 
fon, who being lefs fcrupulous than the eldeft, and fomewhat lefs cul- 
pable than the fecond, embraced the MAHOMMEDAN religion. 


VACHTANGA, tho’ banifhed to KHERMAN, perfevered in his glorious 
refolution many years; but at length the folicitations of the court. joined 
to the irkfomnefs of his exile, overcame his conftancy: he renounced, or 
more probably pretended that he renounced, chriftisnity, and in confe- 
quence thereof was named vALI of GEORGIA. This new prince repaired 
to TEFFLIS in 171g: he was fcarce arrived there, when beholding with 
forrow and indignation, the devaftations which the Lescres had com- 
mitted in his territories, he determined to revenge the caufe of his people 
in {uch a manner, as fhould fecure them for ages againft their dangerous 
neighbours. Having obtained the confent of the nobility, who were con- 
vened upon this account, he ordered every GEORGIAN that was able to 
bear arms, to join him in that capital; he alfo made every other prepa- 
ration that was neceffary, and the enfuing fpring would have been ready 
to take the field at the head of 60,000 men. 


The LEsGEES faw into his defign, and concluded they were undone: 
their only refource was to implore the clemency of sHAH HUSSEIN, and 
to perfuade this prince to interpofe his authority in their favour. Such was 
the motive of the deputation they now fent: but the GEORGIANS were in 
arms, when the king’s firt MULLAN, and the phyfician*, invoked their in- 
fernal genius to conjure up another ftorm. Thefe treacherous courtiers, re- 
flecting that a fon-in-law of the ATHEMAT DOULET, who lately fell a facri- 
fice to their impoftures, was brother to this prince ; were afraid left after 
having defeated the LEscEEs, he might attempt to make ufe of fo fine 
an army, to oblige the court to punifh them for their iniquitous condué. 
They availed themfelves therefore of the afcendant they had gained over 
their weak and deluded foverei gn, and reprefented that VACHTANGA, after 

defeating 


h HAKEM BACHI. 
2 
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defeating his enemies, might occafion great troubles in PERSIA, efpecially 
as it would then be very eafy for him to receive confiderable fuccours 
from RUSSIA by fea: therefore the only way to prevent thefe misfortunes, 
would be to grant a peace to the LEsGEEs, and order the vaLi to ceafe 
all hoftilities, which would oblige this prince to difband his troops, and 
remove all apprehenfion of danger from his ambition; moreover, that 
this meafure would prevent the depopulation of a province, which the 
vicinity of the fea rendered very confiderable, without expofing PERSIA 
to any future invafions from thofe people; for the dread of being deli- 
vered up to the refentment of the GEORGIANS, would neceflarily contain 
them within the bounds of their duty. 


SHAH HUSSEIN, perfuaded by this artful difcourfe, made no difficulty to 
grant a peace to the rebels. And without keeping any meafures with the 
VALI of GEORGIA, he forbad him in the moft imperious and haughty 
manner to give them any further difturbance. His orders were: “ If 
“ you have got your foot in the ftirrup, alight immediately. If you have 
“ drawn your fabre, put it directly into the fcabbard ; and if you are in 
“ purfuit of the LEsGEEs, ftop the moment you receive our commands ; 
“ in a word, take the utmoft care not to infringe the peace which they 
“ have obtained from the clemency of him whom the univerfe obeys.” 


VACHTANGA was already in full march, and upon the point of cruth- 
ing his enemies, when he received thefe ftrit and unwelcome orders, 
It is generally believed that the only motive which induced him to ftop his 
purfuit, and obey the imprudent orders of the PERSIAN court, arofe from 
an apprehenfion left the chiefs of the nation fhould defert him, as they 
had formerly deferted GURGHIN KHAN. Be that as it may, he declared 
he would obey, but it was in terms that clearly demonftrated the height 
of his refentment. After ordering the courier into his prefence, he drew 
his fabre, and fwore he would never fight again in the fervice of the 
king, nor in the defence of persira. He then difbanded his troops, and 
withdrew to TEFFLIs, fully determined to obferve his oath inviolate. 


PART 
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REVOLUTIONS OF PERSIA, 


FROM THE 





COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR 1727, 
TO THE 


BarrLe or GULNABAD wy 1722. 


CHAP AIV. 


Pacific difpofitions of the arGHANS. Uneafinefs given to the court of 
ISFAHAN by the arrival of the TURKISH embaffador. HoussEIN fends 
an embaffador to the grand fignior; and frightened by various prefages, 
returns to ISFAHAN. The LESGEES lay fiege to SHAMAKIE, take it, 
and commit great cruelties; they make themfclves mafters of the reft of 
SHIRVAN, beat the KHAN Of ERIVAN, and lay fiege to GANJA. The court 
in great confiernation. 


1721, 
tranquillity. The ready fubmiffion of the vaLi of GEcRGIA, 


and the pacification of DAGISTAN, put an end to the anxiety 
which had been created by the formidable army of that prince, and by 
the excurfions of the nEsGEES. Advice was alfo come, that the rebels 
of KANDAHAR, intimidated by their defeat, were ready to enter into an 
accommodation : and the peace and reftitution of the ifle of BAHARAIN, 
which were negotiated by the king’s orders, and actually concluded in 
2 the 


i T the commencement of this year, things feemed to promife 
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the courfe of this year, by means of eight thoufand tomans‘, gave room 
to hope, that the monarchy thus delivered from its principal enemies, 
might fubdue the reft, whom fear and example would hereafter contain 
within proper bounds. 


But there was one circumftance which ftill difturbed the court. They 
had heard by letters from HASSAN BASHA, the governor of BAGDAT, 
that an embafflador from the OrroMAN port was ready to fet out for 
TAHIRAN: and as it was well known that the grand vizir*, ALI BACHA !, 
defigned to declare war againft PERSIA, when he was killed at the battle 
of PETERWARADIN™; they had reafon to apprehend, left his fucceffor 
fhould infpire the grand fignior with the fame fentiments, efpecially at a 
time when the peace of PASSAROWITZ, and the inteftine commotions of 
that kingdom, afforded a favourable opportunity for fuch an undertaking. 


Under thefe circumftances, the timorous court of HUSSEIN concluded 
that this minifter was come to demand the ceflion of fome province, and 
to declare war in cafe of a refufal. And tho’ the king had already re- 
folved to fend an embaflador to CONSTANTINOPLE, in order to found the 
difpofition of the ports and, if there fhould be occafion, to purchafe the 
continuation of the peace, by offering to yield fome extent of territory 
towards ERIVAN Or KERKOUD ; yet the uncertainty he was under, whe- 
ther the TuRxs would be contented with thefe terms, occafioned great 
uneafinefs, 


As the king could not avoid giving audience to this minifter, the go- 
vernors of the places through which he was to pafs, had orders to receive 
him with all the honours and refpect due to his charafter. He came by 
KERMANSHA, HAMADAN, DERGHESIN, and CASBIN tO TAHIRAN, where 
he arrived towards the beginning of yanuary 1721, two months after his 
departure from the frontier, and the difgrace of the arHEMAT DOULET. 

The 


? 20,000 /, k Vazir or vizir, in the araBIan tongue fignifies a porter. In TURKY this 
title is given to the counfellors of flate; and that of vizir-azem, or grand vizir, is firft minifter. 
1 This minifter was remarkable for his integrity ; but he was fevere, and hated the chriftians, whom 
he confidered as the natural enemies of his matter. m A ftrong town of scLavonta on the 
nanvuBeE, fubje& to the houfe of austria. 


VoL. III. M 


1721. 
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The embaffador, whofe name was DOURI EFFENDI”, has given the 
following relation himfelf of the ceremony of his being admitted to audi- 
ence. ‘* In this order I went to the palace of rcuarbac, where having 
alighted from my horfe at the third gate, I entered the audience cham- 
“ ber. The snan was feated oppofite the door: at his right and left 
t were a great number of officers®: there were alfo thirty PERSIANS P 
“ magnificently armed, and about ten minifters or great officers of the 
“ kingdom; the latter were feated. I paffed through the midft of them 
* with a ftately gait; I wore a {tiff turbant on my head, a gown lined 
“ with fable on my fhoulders, and held the imperial letter as high as my 
“ head. I walked on very gently till I came near the fofa, on which 
« the sHAH was feated; and when I was within two {teps of him, I 
“ raifed the imperial letter with my right hand ; and with my left, I fa- 
« luted him in the manner fovereigns are faluted3, and I {poke to him 
 thus:” 


“© May health refide with thee": Gop preferve me from the scHEI- 
“ THAN * ALRAGIM. In the name of the moft merciful Gop, this pre- 
“ fent writing tells thee the trutht Behold the moft happy and moft 
“ magnificent imperial letter of their majefties, the moft magnificent, the 
“ moft formidable, the moft majeftic, the moft potent SULTAN ACHMED, 


“ KHAN GAZI"; may Gop give glory to thofe who affiit him ; fovereign 
“ of the two continents, emperor of the two feas. who is a fecond 


2 


‘“ ALEXANDER ZUL KARNEIN*; fervant of the holy ORIENTAL Cities ; 


“ fultan, 


a Signifies fkill’d in law. ° Beglerbegs and khans. P Of thofe who are called kx uzzLeBasu, 
which fignifies red heads; fo called from the crimfon caps worn when they were firt formed into a 
body under this name, by SHEICH HEyDR, father of ismaeL I. of the sEFFIE dynafty. They have 
been fometimes confidered as the janizaries, 7. e. ingecherris among the rurxs, though this diftin€tion 
is in a great meafure loft, for the foldiers in general wear crimfon caps; but the corps of every different 
nation are kept diftinct. 2 I prefume he took the hem of his garment and kiffed it. z The 
TURKS generally begin all their recitals and writings with an invocation. 5S SCHEITHAN or 
SATHAN, with us fatan; whom the MAHOMMEDaxs believe to have been curfed for having refifted 
the will of Gop, when he was commanded to proftrate himfelf before ADAM. RaciM, according 
to fome commentators, fignifies deprived of grace. t A paflage of the khoran, u This 
furname is given to thofe-maHoMMEDAN princes, who have made conquefts over the enemies of 
their religion. Y The BLACK sea, and the ARCHIPELAGO. x With two horns, 


that is, whofe empire embraces the eaft and weft, named by the eaftern people the horns of the world. 
¥ Mecca and MEDINA, 7 
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‘© fultan, fon of fultan. He wifhes all health to the moft fortunate pre- 1721. 
« fence of their majefties, the SHAH GEMyA’*, whofe crown glitters like 
« the fun, and defires to be informed of his precious health. 


« I made him this compliment in the tone in which we fing the EZAN °, 
‘© throwing my words into a cadence. ‘The prime minifter®, who was 
“ during this time on my right hand‘, attempted twice to take the im- 
« perial letter from me; but I took no notice of him. The suan him- 
* felf ftretched out his hand with the fame intent ; but your {lavet caft 
“ his eyes on no fort of object till he had finifhed his harangue. Then 
“ I kiffed the imperial letter; and raifing it twice to my head, I pre- 
fented it to the saan, who had already thrice offered to take it. He 
“ raifed himfelf on his knees to receive it; and having kiffed it, he made 
“ a fign to the chief of his eunuchs °, who came for it, kiffed it, raifed 
tt it twice to his head, and then held it in his hands. The SHAH or- 
« dered me at the fame time to fit down ; but your flave out of refpeéct 
« refufed it. He commanded me a fecond time; and as I continued to 
“ refufe it, the chief mafter of the ceremonies‘ took me hold by the 
* arms, and forced me to fit down £.” 


The king afked the embaffador many queftions ; and after they had 
dined in the fame hall according to cuftom, he took his leave of the 
king, and retired. The 10th of MaRcH® SHAH HUSSEIN gave audience 
for the third and laft time to this embaflador: on which occafion a mi- 
nifter from RUSSIA, two envoys from the ousspEes, and ninety-four de- 
puties of the LESGEEs were introduced. The latter were come to de- 
mand, each in the name of his particular tribe, the ordinary fubfidies, 
M 2 the 


z As great and as potent as GEM Or GIAMSCHID, an antient king of PERSIA. a The 
Ezan is what they cry five times with a loud voice from their turrets, to give the people notice that 
it is the hour of prayer. b ATHEMAT DOULET. © GramscuID, the antient king 
of pERstIa juft mentioned, gave the preference to the left ; though in general the right is efteemed in 
the ealt, as with us In EUROPE. å This defcription was given to the grand fignior. ¢ The 
KISLAR AGA. f The ESIK AGASI Basul, chief mafter of the ceremonies, whofe office it is 
to hold the embaffadors by the arm, while they pay their refpects to the king. € From this ex- 
traét we may form an idea of the formal manner of a TURKISH writer, as well as of the ceremonies 
of a TURKISH embaflador at a PERSIAN court. h Vernal equinox, or PERSIAN news 
years-day. 


A 
A 
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the payment of which had been fettled by the late peace. The king be- 
ing pre-pofiefied with an opinion that the ruRKs intended to take an ad- 
vantage of the divifions which had rent the kingdom, was agreeably fur- 
prized when the embaffador of the port aflured him, that his mafter was- 
tully determined to obferve the peace. The beginning of APRIL the 
TURKISH embaflador fet out on his return for CONSTANTINOPLE. Mor- 
TAZA KOULI KHAN, appointed embaflador to that court, was alfo pre- 
paring to take the fame rout, with a more explicit anfwer than that which 
the king had given to the rurKIsH ininifter. 


In the interim, the court received frefh alarms from the eaftern parts 
of the empire : the governor of MESCHED? acquainted the court by a letter, 
that the ABDOLLEES of HERAT had made great incurfions; obferving, that 
if {fpeedy meafures were not taken to protect the city and its dependencies 
againit the rebels, they muft foon be obliged to fubmit. This intelli- 
gence was foon followed by news of a more dreadful nature: the 26th 
of the fame month, Tavris, the fecond city of the kingdom, and capital 
of the province of ADERBEITZAN, was deftroyed by an earthquake, in 
which very near a hundred thoufand of the inhabitants peritfhed *. 


Under thefe melancholy circumftances, SHAH HUSSEIN prepared to take 
his leave of TAHIRAN, and return to ISFAHAN, where he arrived with 
his whole court the firft of yung. Towards the end of this month, the 
confternation of the people was increafed by a phenomenon, which might 
be confidered as fuch in that climate. They were ten days without fee- 
ing the fun; during that time it is faid the horizon was covered with a 
reddifh cloud, with but little more light than when the fun is totally 
eclipfed’, ‘The aftrologers pretended that all thefe figns prefaged great 
calamities to ISFAHAN ; and the king having queftioned them concerning 
the nature of thefe calamities, fome of them predicted an earthquake like 
to that which had lately deftroyed the city of ravris; others, that fire 
would fall from heaven and caufe a general conflagration ; but not one of 
them had fenfe enough to fee, or not honefty and courage enough to tell 

this 

1 Capital of KHORASAN. k The fame fate happened in 1657. 1 ‘This circumftance, 


tho’ ferioufly attefted, the reader is at his liberty to believe : when mens minds are diftempered with 
fear, they eafily imagine they fee fpeétres, 
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this monarch, that his effeminacy and weaknefs had rendered him con- 
temptible ; and that his own fubjects, no longer reftrained by fear, would 
be themfelves the caufe of all the misfortunes with which he was menaced. 
The king, as a further mark of his imbecillity, frightened at thefe pre- 
dictions, quitted his palace, and went to lodge in tents: part of the court 
and of the inhabitants having followed the example of the prince, the 
gardens and public fquares were filled with people. 


Things were in this fituation, when a new difgrace feemed already in 
fome degree to verify the prediction, The Lescers, reftlefs and un- 
mindful of their great obligations to HUSSEIN, remembered only the cath 
of VACHTANGA the vALI of GEORGIA; and being informed moreover that 
from a ftrong perfuafion of their not daring to break a peace, which had 
been granted as fo high a favour, the neighbouring provinces were bare of 
troops, they were emboldened by thefe circumftances, joined to that of 
SHAH HUSSEIN’Ss removal to T£HIRAN, to make an irruption into sHIRVAN, 
under the command of SULTAN IBRAHIM, and pAoup EEG their chiefs. 


The pretext with which they covered this revolt, was the difgrace of 
FATEY ALI KHAN, Who had been condemned, they faid, only becaufe he 
was defcended from their antient fovereigns. They foon made them- 
felves mafters of the flat country: but their aim was above deftroying 
defencelefs peafants, and plundering villages. ‘The riches of sHAMAKI1E, 
the capital of the province, equally excited the ambition and the avarice 
of their generals; and tho’ their army, which confifted only of 15,000 
men, did not {eem ftrong enough for the execution of fuch a project, yet 
they appeared the 15th of august before that city, in hopes that they 
fhould be favoured in their enterprize by the suNNis, who were the moft 
numerous part of the inhabitancs This conjecture was juftified by the 
event. The governor, HUSSEIN KHAN, knowing how little he had to 
depend on the fidelity of the inhabitants, made no fally, left he fhould 
be deferted by the people that followed him, or betrayed by thofe who 
ftaid behind in the town; fo that he determined to make as good a de- 
fence as he could within the walls. This refolution, which was the only 
one he could take, enabled him to witnftand the attacks of the enemy 

K for 
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1721. for the {pace of 25 days; and perhaps the length of the fiege would have 


tired out the LESGEES, if the suNNIs, who kept a correfpondence with 
the enemy, had not found means, in fpite of all the vigilance of the go- 
vernor, to open one of the gates to them. The befiegers rufhed in im- 
mediately, making hideous fhouts; but altho’ the garrifon was furprized, 
they were not beaten, All the LEsGEEs could compafs that day, was to 
force their way to the suNNIs quarter, where they entrenched theméfelves. 
Early the next morning they marched out in good order, intending to 
complete the conqueft of the city. The governor made fome ftand 
againit them; but perceiving that he was deferted or betrayed by his 
people, he determined at length to provide for his own fafety. His loyal ty 
and courage had prevented his taking this refolution in time; for the 
enemy having detached fome cavalry after him, they foon came up with 
him, and brought him back to the town. 


The fituation of sHAMAKIE rendered it a ftaple between the RUSSIANS 
and PERSIANS™; but the great plunder of it did not fatisfy the avarice of 
the LEsGEES: their generals were hurried by this bafe paffion, to commit 
the moft barbarous cruelties againft HussEIN KHAN. They put him to the 
acuteft tortures, imagining he had buried his treafure; but whether it was 
that this nobleman had not concealed any, or indifferent about his life 
he did not regard their fury, he made no difcovery ; fot which reafon 
they cut him in pieces, together with his nephew, and another of his 
relations, and flung their bodies to the dogs. 


About 4000 inhabitants were put to the fword; and this maflacre 
would have been greater, if many had not faved themfelves the night on 
which the enemy entrenched themfelves in the quarters of the suNNis: for 
we muft likewife obferve, that the LEsGEEs put none to the {word of that 
fect. They alfo fpared the wives and children of the scutas, not through 
any motive of compaffion, but becaufe, according to their law, the right of 
conqueft had made them their flaves. The sunnis and the scaras were 
not the only inhabitants of that city. There was likewife a confiderable 


number 


o J have already remarked in Vol. I. the great lofs fuftained by YEURIINOFF, A RUSSIAN 
merchant, 
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number of ARMENIANS, JEWS, INDIAN idolaters, and feveral RUSSIAN 
merchants ; and tho’ the conquerors granted no quarter to the scur1as, 
whom they did not make flaves, yet they {pared the lives and liberty of 
thefe different nations, confidering them as ftrangers; thus a fenfe of 
juftice hindered them from confounding them with their enemies, But 
this is to be underftood only in regard to their property: for they {tripped 
their habitations of every thing that was valuable. The russrans loft 
a great value", which contributed to create new enemies again{ft PERSIA, 
as we fhall fee hereafter. 


So many misfortunes, upon the back of each other, completed the 
confternation of the divan. SHAH HUSSEIN, who had neither refolution 
enough to bear fuch a reverfe of fortune, nor abilities fufficient to prevent 
any further ill confequences, was the firft whom the weight of the bur- 
then overcame. Being- convinced that heaven had declared againft him, he 
thought no longer of ftruggling with his misfortunes, but bent his whole 
attention to appeafe the divine wrath. All public diverfions were for- 
bidden ; harlots were expelled the town; faftings and public prayers were 
ordained ; and the minifters of religion appeared in the public fquares 
and market- places, exhorting the people to avert, by a fincere repentance, 
the calamities impending over their heads. This condué, if it was pious, 
was not politic, for it rendered the confternation general; the people in 
every part of the town being heard to fay in a mournful voice, “€ CHEIK 
“© oGLou ° has finifhed his career ; the fatal period of his government is 
« come; his tottering throne is going to crufh us under its ruins.” 


In the mean time the LEsGEEs, who had made themfelves matters of 
SHAMAKIE, took poffeffion of the reft of SHIRVAN ; after which, know- 
ing that the khan of ERIVAN had orders to throw himfelf into GANJA, 
they paffed the KURA, and marched forward to meet him. Tho’ this 
general was at the head of 40,000 men, yet he only contributed to in- 
creafe the triumph of the rebels. Part of his army was cut to pieces in 
different engagements ; the remainder fled towards ERIVAN: the LESGEES 

having 


n About 100,000 Z. ° The king, who is the fon of cerk, a name given to the kings of 
PERSIA Of the sgr FIE dynafty, becaufe they were defcended from CHEIK SEFFIE. 
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having made themfelves mafters of his camp and equipage, befieged him 
in GANJA, whether he had retired after his defeat. 


CHAP. XV. 


Mik MAGUMUD raifes an army of 15,000 men, He marches towards 
KHERMAN, and makes bimfelf maficr of that city; from thence he pro- 
ceeds to YEZD, and lays ficge to it, but is obliged to retire. He leads 
his army through deferts towards ISFAHAN, and arrives at GULNABAD, 
The PERSIANS prepare to oppofe him. Different opinions in the divan 
upon that fubject. 


ERSIA thus faw herfelf threatened with a ftorm from all fides, 

when MIR MAGHMuD, the moft formidable of her enemies, dif- 
clofed his ambitious defigns. The arcuans difheartened by the defeat 
they had met with before KHERMAN, confidered themfelves as utterly 
undone, when they heard that LUTF ALI KHAN was making preparations 
for the fiege of KANDAHAR. The prudence and valour of this general , 
the number and difcipline of his troops; and the quantity of ammunition 
and provifions with which his magazines were filled, made them con- 
clude that their ruin was inevitable. In this fituation, the whole nation 
feemed defirous of a peace, and waited only for the approach of the 
enemy to fue for it. But they no fooner were informed of the imprifon- 
ment of LUTF ALI KHAN, and the difbanding of his army, than fecurity 
and joy fucceeded their fear. Mir MaGuMupD, whofe authority had 
been in {fome meafure deftroyed by thefe melancholy circumftances, in- 
fenfibly refumed the command of his people. 





The firft ufe which MAGHMuD made of this change, was to put him- 
felf in a condition of making a vigorous refiftance, in cafe the PERSIANS 
fhould determine to purfue their defign. With this intent, he omitted 
nothing that might contribute to the fecurity of the province; he raifed 
troops, ordered arms to be made, and filled the magazines with every 
thing neceflary to hold out a long fiege. Thefe preparations were -juft 

com-~ 
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completed at KANDAHAR, when they heard of the extremity to which 
the city of MESCHED was reduced. The news of the deftruction of 
TavrRis, and of the irruption of the LEsGEEsS, followed foon after; and 
thefe different events eafed the minds of the people, and gave their chief 
an opportunity of forming new refolutions. 


Macumup’s apprehenfions being thus removed, he began to think of 
becoming formidable in his turn: the hopes of conquefts, which his laft 
defeat feemed to have ftifled, now crowded again upon his imagination. 
To difpofe the AFGHANS to enter into his views, he reminded them of 
the feveral circumftances that ought to diffipate every thought of danger: 
he obferved to them, that the provinces of KANDAHAR, HERAT, SA- 
BLESTAN, MECRAN, and DAGISTAN, had fhaken off the yoke; that 
SEGESTAN, KHERMAN, and the greateft part of the vaft country of KHO- 
RASAN had been ravaged, and sHIRVAN invaded ; that the difperfion of 
the army which was under LUTF ALI KHAN, and the oath of the var 
of GEORGIA, rendered PERSIA entirely defencelefs. He put them in 
mind of the advantages which he had obtained over this nation, at a time 
when her power was really great; and relating the fuccefs of the KouRDs, 
the ousBEGs, and the mascaTs, he made the arGuans believe, that 
the throne was ready to fall a prey to the firft who would venture to 
feize on it. 


Such difcourfes as thefe, accompanied with feveral marks of his libe- 
rality, could not but make an impreffion on the minds of a people, who 
were naturally inclined to war. Hence they talked of nothing but con- 
quefts ; and the hopes of booty engaged 15,000 AFGHANS to lift them- 
felves under the banners of their chief. But MAGuHMuUn being fenfible 
that thefe forces were not anfwerable to the greatnefs of his defign, ap- 
plied himfelf to the means of increafing them. 


For this purpofe he had no occafion for long negotiations: the reftlefs 
and turbulent fpirit of the neighbouring nations foon determined them in 
his favour. At the firft news of an intended expedition into PERSIA, the 
ABDOLLEES, BALOUCHES, the inhabitants of CABUL, and the neighbour- 
ing country flocked to him ; and in a very fhort time his army was greatly 
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augmented by thefe adventurers of feveral countries and religions. But 
among the different chiefs who joined him, aman oLa brought him the 
moft confiderable reinforcement. This captain, whom fome have ima- 
gined to be a prince of CABUL, was originally only a fimple dervife, but 
chufing a military life, was now at the head of a confiderable body of 
troops, and joined MAGHMUD rather as an ally than as a fubje@t: em- 
barking in this enterprize, upon condition of making an equal divifion of 
the fruits of their conquefts. ‘The union of their forces did not conftitute 
an army of above 25,000 fighting men: they took with them a few ele- 
phants for burthen, with a confiderable number of camels; thefe with 
their drivers, the fervants of the foldiers, and the domeftics of the chiefs, 
made this army appear much more formidable than it really was. Maci- 
MUD never had fo many troops under his command before. They were 
fcarce aflembled, when this young chief full of ardour and hopes, began 
to carry his enterprize into execution. He entrufted the regency of KAN- 
DAHAR to his brother; after which he croffed the deferts of SEGESTAN 
with the fame precaution and fatigue as he had done the preceding year ; 
and entering KHERMAN towards the beginning of January this year, he 
{fat down before the capital of that province. 


This city did not make any long refiftance. The PERSEES?, and the 
INDIANS, who were fettled there, having refufed to fight againft an army 
which confifted partly of troops of their own nation, foon obliged the 
remainder of the inhabitants, who in other refpeéts were not prepared for 
a fiege, to open the gates to the enemy. When mMaGumup was matter 
of the town, his next point was to take the citadel. He tried feveral 
times to carry it by affault; for as he had no cannon fit for a fiege, this 
{eemed the only way he could take it: but he met with fuch a warm and 
gallant reception from the garrifon, which had been left there by LUTF 
ALI KHAN, that he foon began to defpair of fuccefs. Being thus pro- 
voked at a refiftance which he did not expeét, he knew not what mea- 
fures to take. He was fenfible of the confequences of his undertaking: 


he 

P The PersEes are the defcendants of the antient persrans, who worthipped fire, and have pre- 

ferved their religion. Thefe people are beft known in the eaft, and even among us, by the name of 
CAUR Or GEBER, Which in the PERSIAN language fignifies an infidel or an idolater. 
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he could not raife the fiege without lofing his reputation, by acknow- 1722. 
ledging himfelf defeated, at the very commencement of the campaign. 
Befides, how could he pretend, after mifcarrying before fo inconfiderable 

a place, to attack the capital of a vaft empire? But it was yet a greater 
difficulty by what means to take a citadel ftrongly fortified, and provided 

with a numerous garrifon. Some of the braveft of his men had thrown 

away their lives to no purpofe; and feveral others, difcouraged by the 
repulfe, had already deferted him, and fet out on thcir return to KANDA- 

HAR; {o that if he perfifted in his defign, it feemed to threaten the total 
difperfion of his army. 


His mind was occupied with thefe reflections, when the governor, 
frightened at fuch vigorous attacks, or apprehenfive of the want of pro- 
vifions, offered to treat with the befiegers. He required that the army 
fhould raife the fiege ; and on his fide he would pay, as an indemnity or 
ranfom, 2500 tomans%, Tho’ the tendency of this extraordinary capitu- 
lation was to preferve, and not to furrender the place, yet the prefent cir- 
cumftances were fuch, that the propofals were received with joy. As 
{oon as the money was paid, the hoftilities, which had been already fu- 
{pended, intirely ceafed. 


Fortune having thus favoured MAGHMUuD, he now thought of purfuing 
his firft defign. He had loft 4000 men in croffing the defert, and at the 
fiege ; but the prefent conjuncture gave him a fair occafion of reinforcing 
his army. Many of the inhabitants of KHERMAN are PERSEES, who, 
from the remembrance of their paft grandeur, being enemies of the reign- 
ing nation, were naturally inclined to efpoufe the cauie of a prince, whom 
they confidered as the fcourge of their tyrants. 


A few days after the capitulation, MaGuMmMuD marched at the head of 
his army towards the north, taking the road to vezp. This city is fituate 
about feventy leagues from KHERMAN: the country between is very fandy, 
and has only a few inconfiderable villages, at a great diftance from each 
other. This circumftance fhews, that this prince’s view was not to en- 
rich himfelf with the fpoils of the open country, in the fruitful plains of 
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FARS": his thoughts were engaged upon another objet ; and he avoided 
every thing that might retard the execution of his defign. He knew 
very well that he fhould not meet on this road with any fortrefs that might 
{top him, or with towns where his troops might be incumbered with pil- 
lage. It was with this very intent he preferred the road through the de- 
ferts, upon his firft fetting out, inftead of taking the ordinary rout, which 
was much fhorter and eafier. 


As foon as he arrived before yEzp, he attempted to take the town by 
affault, attacking it with all his troops on every fide; but he was on 
every fide repulfed with lofs. Being grown more circumf{pect by his mif- 
takes, he refolved not to perfift in the fiege, the confequence of which 
muft be extremely dangerous. He therefore continued his march ; and 
after having proceeded with all pofflible expedition through the plains $, 
which feparate the city of PAHANAVENS from that of BIBEN, at length 
he entered the cultivated country. The people, terrified at his approach, 
deferted the villages and towns that lay in his way ; fo that nothing retarded 
the rapidity of his march. At length, having difperfed fome troops that 
feemed to have been fent rather to reconnoitre than to fight, he arrived 
within four days march of isFAHAN ; when two officers, who were de- 
puted by the court, were conducted into his prefence. 


MAHOMMED KOULI KHAN, then prime miniftert, not knowing how 
to avert fo {udden a ftorm, had fent thefe officers to treat with him: ac- 
cordingly they opened their commiffion, which was to offer him a fum 
of 15,000 tomans”, on condition that he would not proceed any farther, 
and that his troops fhould commit no devaftation in the territory of Is- 
FAHAN. MacGumup judged from hence of the weaknefs and terror of 
the enemy, and difmifling the deputies without making any anfwer, ad- 
vanced with his ufual diligence, and pitched his camp at GULNABAD *, 


It is far eafier to imagine, than to defcribe the terror with which the 
king and his minifters were feized, when they heard that MAGHMuD was 


marching 
* FaRSISTAN Or PERSIA properly fo called. s This country abounds in nitre. 


t ATHEMAT DOULET. ¥ 37,500 4. w Signifies confcrve of rofes, This village is 
three leagues from ISFAHAN. 
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marching directly to ısranan. They had lull’d themfelves into fecurity, 1722, 
from a perfuafion that this prince would not leave behind him uncon- 
quered fo vaft a tract of country; and little thought that he would open 
the campaign in the very center of the empire ; confequently they had 
not made the neceffary preparations to oppofe him. Hence there was 
neither ammunition nor provifions in ISFAHAN; and as the celerity of 
the march of the rebels, had not afforded time to collect the different 
bodies of troops, that were difperfed on the frontiers, they were abfo- 
lutely at a lofs how to ftem the torrent. However, as fomething muft 
be done, they collected the few troops that were at hand; to thefe they 
joined the militia, that was raifed in a hurry in the city and the neigh- 
bourhood ; and all the lords of the court, excepting thofe whofe profeffion 
was inconfiftent with arms, being ready to mount on horfe-back, the 
army waited only the king’s orders. 


As this monarch was incapable of forming any refolution himfelf, he 
waited with impatience to hear what the divan would determine. In 
time of diftrefs, when a union of counfels is moft neceffary, the pufilla- 
nimity of fome, and the wickednefs of others, generally create perplexity. 
The council was divided in opinion: the prime minifter gave his advice 
not to hazard a general action, but to intrench their army, and cover the 
town. ‘‘ By this means,” faid he, ‘‘ our new troops will be infenfibly 
“ accuftomed to fee the enemy ; a few fkirmifhes will rouze a martial 
‘ {pirit by degrees ; if the rebels attempt to force our lines, we fhall fight 
“ them to an advantage; if this meafure fhould oblige them to continue 
“ in their camp, it will be an eafy thing to ftarve them, by cutting off 
“ their provifions : thus the iffue of the war will be protracted, and the 
“ troops difperfed in the provinces will have time to join us, and cut off 
“ the retreat of the rebels.” 


This was the opinion of the ATHEMAT DoULET. On the contrary, 
ABDALLAH KHAN, VALI Of ARABIA, now at ISFAHAN, maintained, 
“ that it was beneath the majefty of the empire to temporize with rebels 
« and flaves; that the grandeur of the king, and the honour of the nation, 
**.were concerned to chaitife their infolence. Why,” faid he, “ fhould 
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« the frontiers be expofed to new invafions? The king’s troops are in- 
“ cenfed; they long for battle; the beft way therefore is to make ufe 
“ of this firft ardour of the foldiers, and to crufh an infatuated youth, 
who by the victory of LUTF ALI KHAN, and his mifcarriages at KHER- 
MAN and YEzD, ought to have learnt the difference between foldiers 
“ and robbers.” 


cc 


The ATHEMAT DOULET's advice was certainly the moft prudent and 
fafe; but that of the ARABIAN prince fuited moft with the pride and 
revenge with which the divan was animated. Persia devoted to ruin, 
had hardly a fingle advocate devoid of paffion, and whofe mind was free 
from prejudice or treachery: the latter opinion was preferred by the plu- 
rality of fuffrages, and as foon as they heard that the AFGHANS were ar- 
rived at GULNABAD, the army received orders to march and fight them. 
MAGHMUD was not furprized at this determination; for he never dreamt 
that the king would fubmit to fee his capital befieged, without trying the 
iflue of a battle; and therefore as he knew neither the number nor valour 
of his enemies, he intrenched himfelf in his camp. 





LBA. AVL 


The PERSIAN army marches to fight the arcHANs, The day of battle is 
fixed by the aftrologers. Order of battle, and difpofition of both armies. 
The fingular conduct of the two princeffes of LoRistaN. Particular ac- 
count of the battle of GULNABAD. Caufe of the fuccefs of the AFGHANS. 
Reflexton on the conduct of the VALI of ARABIA. 


HE feventh of March: the PERSIAN army appeared within fight 

of the enemy’s intrenchments; but sHAH HUSSEIN having, by the 

advice of his aftrologers, fixed the eighth of that month for the engage- 
ment, there paffed only fome light fkirmifhes the firft day. It was given 
out in the PERSIAN camp, that MAGHMuUD, furprized at the number and 
beauty of the king’s troops, propofed to make his efcape with a thoufand 
of his beft horfe. The persian generals {pread thefe reports in order to 
3 encourage 
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encourage their foldiers ; for they could not really think, that this prince 
intended to facrifice, by an ignominious flight, his fubjeéts and allies to the 
fury of an enemy, in fearch of whom he had made fo long and fo extra- 
ordinary a march. N 

Sunpay the eighth of Marcs, according to the vain prognoftics of the 
aftrologers, was to deliver the PERSIAN monarchy. ‘The generals began 
early in the morning to range their troops in order of battle. On the fide 
of the PERSIANS; the center, which feemed to be defigned only for a 
body of referve, was given to CHEIK ALI KHAN, general of horfe. He 
had under him feveral khans with their troops, 4000 of the king’s horfe, 
and the fame number of his foot guards; the latter being armed with 
mufquets and fabres: thefe were covered at fome diftance by a battery of 
24 pieces of cannon, defended, and {erved by 2000 cannoneers, under 
the command of MAHOMMED KHAN, grand mafter of the artillery *. 


The right wing was formed of 2000 of thofe horfemen who are called the 
king’s flaves ¥, {fome of whom are armed with bows and arrows, and others 
with fufils and piftols ; there were likewife fome khans, and feveral other 
lords with their attendants. ‘This wing was under the command of ROSTAM 
KHAN, the KOULAR AGASSI ”, brother of vACHTANGA, VALI of GEORGIA. 
The vALI of ARABIA, who fhared the general command of the army 
with the ATHEMAT DOULET, had ftrengthened this wing with a body of 
3000 cavalry of his own nation, at the head of whom he intended to 
fight. 

The ATHEMAT DOULET commanded in the left wing, which was com- 
pofed of the king’s houfhold; the lords belonging ta the court, and the 
reft of the nobility. ALI MERDAN KHAN ^’, VALI of LORISTAN *, joined 
them in perfon with 500 horfe. Such was the order of battle in the 
king’s army. They had, befides the forces above-mentioned, 18,000 in- 

fantry 


x TOPCHI BACHI. Y KuLams. 2 General of the flaves. a It is affirmed that 
two daughters of this prince attended him in his former expeditions againft the rurxs in mens habits, 
and now fought by his fide. b The province of LorisTAN is a mountajnous country, that for 
mesly depended on cuusisTan, or the antient sustana ; but having been peopled by colonies of 
the KOURDS, it was afterwards comprized in kourDIsTAN. BEeRONGIERD, a place fituate near 
HAMADAN, is its principal fortreís, We muf take care not to confound this place with LARISTAN 
which is on the fea coaft, 
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fantry of militia, raifed upon this occafion in the neighbourhood of the 
city, who were armed with mufquets. The different troops formed all 
together a body of near 50,000 fighting men. 

There is no agreement in the accounts of thofe who were at ISFAHAN 
during the fiege, in regard to the number of foldiers in MaGHMuD’s 
army: the moft probable opinion is, that it was not above half the 
number of the king’s troops. It confifted chiefly of cavalry ; thefe were 
armed with a fabre and lance, which thofe people handle with equal 
dexterity : their defenfive armour are a buckler and cuirafs, made of a 
double fold of hard leather, and many of them carry piftols. Their 
whole army was divided into four unequal parts: the moft numerous 
formed the right wing under the command of AMAN oLaA. Macumupb 
was in the fecond divifion, which he placed in the center: he gave 
the command of the third to NASR ULLAH, a PERSEE, whom he had 
made one of his licutenant-generals: and the fourth, and leaft numerous 
of thefe bodies, were choice men of the PEHLEVANS Or NÆSSAKHCHI °. 
The length and celerity of MaGHMuUD’s march, as we have obferved, did 
not permit him to bring any cannon with him ; but he fupplied this de- 
fect in fome meafure by a very extraordinary artillery : thefe are a kind 
of harquebufes, which carry a handful of mufquet balls; each of thefe 
pieces, with its ftock, was mounted on a camel, which lay down at com- 
mand ; and from the backs of thefe animals, trained to this exercife, they 
charged and fired thefe arms à. 


The fun had juft appeared on the horizon, when the armies began to 
obferve each other with that curiofity, fo natural on thefe dreadful occa- 
fions. The PERSIAN army juft come out of the capital, being compofed 
of whatever was moft brilliant at court, feemed as if it had been formed 
rather to make a fhew than to fight. The riches and variety of their 
arms and veftments; the beauty of their horfes; the gold and precious 
{tones with which fome of their harneffes were covered ; and the rich- 
nefs of their tents, contributed to render the PERSIAN camp very pom- 
pous and magnificent. 

On 


€ The name which the arcuans give to their forlorn hope, which go on the moft defperate 


Aflions. * NADIR sHau afterwards ufed thele kind of arms with great fuccefs: they are long, 
and carry a great diftance. 
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On the other fide there was a much {maller body of foldiers, disfigured 
wth fatigue, and the {corching heat of the fun. Their cloaths were fo 
ragged and torn, in fo long a march, that they were {carce fufficient to 
cover them from the weather; and their horfes being adorned with only 
leather and brafs, there was nothing glittering among them but their 
{pears and fabres. 


The two armies ftood in fight of each other the greateft part of the 
day, without making any motion on either fide, but feeming rather to 
ftand in mutual awe. Macumup embraced this opportunity to ride 
through the ranks, and to encourage his foldiers. ‘* He reprefented to 
« the PERSEES, that the hour was now come, which would free them 
« from the yoke of their tyrants; that liberty was now in their own 
“« hands, if they would prove themfelves, on this occafion, worthy heirs 
“ of the valour of their anceftors.”” ‘Turning to the AFGHANS and the 
BALOUCHES, ‘“* he exhorted them to fight with that bravery which had 
« rendered them fo often triumphant over their enemies; he reminded 
« them of thofe glorious feats, and defired them to look upon the riches 
‘© of ISFAHAN as the firft fruit of an eafy victory; a victory, without which 
« they muft inevitably perifh, either by the {word in their retreat, or by 
« hunger and thirft in the deferts.”’ 


While MAGHMuD was thus endeavouring to infpire his troops with that 
ardour, which they ftood in need of on fo important a conjun@ture, the 
PERSIANS were taken up in debates. Though the king had fent pofitive 
orders to fight, yet the ATHEMAT DOULET, who fhared the general com- 
mand with the vari of ARABIA, infifted ftrongly that they fhould avoid 
coming to an engagement: ‘‘ It is true,” faid he, “ we may expect the 
« moft generous efforts of the pERsIAN valour, on an occafion in which 
« the fafety of the empire, and the liberty of the emperor are at {take : 
« but what does valour avail, if it be not armed and directed by expe- 
‘¢ rience? Almoft all our infantry, who are the principal part of our 
s“ forces, are novices in the duty of a foldier; they are entire ftrangers 
“ to the ufe of the mufquet; and have we then any reafon to expec& 
“ that they will be able, in this undifciplined ftate, to ftand the fhock 
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« of the enemy’s cavalry, or to attack in fuch order as to pierce thro’ their 
‘© fquadrons? Too much fecurity is oftentimes the caufe, that even the beft 
« concerted undertakings mifcarry. Let us not defpife an enemy whom 
« fortune favours: we have 4000 pioneers with us, let thefe cover the 
« army with intrenchments; and if you are abfolutely determined to hazard 
« 4 battle, thefe lines bordered with cannon and infantry will be a {fure 
“« place of retreat, in cafe of a misfortune. But my opinion, is to wait till 
« famine compels the enemy to attack us in our entrenchments; then 
« our cavalry fallying forth from the extremities, will take them in flank ; 
« and will meet with fo much the lefs refiftance, as they will have to deal 
« with troops already fhattered and broken by the continual fire to which 
“ they mutt be expofed.”’ 


Thus the ATHEMAT DOULET endeavoured to bring them over to an 
opinion, which differed but little from that which he had openly declared 
in council, The propofal was prudent, inafmuch as it left very little to 
hazard, and fecured all the advantage that ought to be expected from 
their infantry, which otherwife muft be ufelefs, The officers who com- 
manded in the center‘, ftruck with thefe reafons, had already approved 
the project; when the vai of ARABIA, and the KOoULAR AGAssI, who 
were afraid left this opinion fhould be followed by the reft of the princi- 
pal officers, cried out: “ This is no time to debate, but to fight; it 
“ would be an eternal fhame to. fo numerous an army, in which is the 
‘© flower of the nobility of the empire, to be afraid of appearing before 
“ a gang of robbers and rebel herdfmen.” Saying this, they waited for 
no anfwer, but retired, and mounting led on their fquadrons againft the 
enemy: this ferved as a fignal to the troops, who all moved forward at 
the fame time, and fell upon the left wing of the arcHaNs with fuch 
impetuofity, as flung them into diforder. 


MacuMup, who obferved both armies from a throne raifed on the back 
of an elephant, was furprized at this fhock, and began to think that all 
was loft. His alarm was caufed by the vALI of ARABIA, who having 
made a long winding to the right at the head of a body of ARABIAN ca- 

valry, 
e The general of horfe, and the general of the artillery. 
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valry, overthrew all he met in his way, and made himfelf mafter of the 
camp of the AFGHANS. It is reafonable to believe, that the affair would 
have been foon determined in favour of the pers1ans, if he had returned 
dire@tly and charged the enemy in the rear. Macumun, terrified at the 
danger, was preparing for flight, and had ordered the lighteft of his dro- 
medaries to be made ready for him; when a circumftance arofe, that in- 
{pired him with more courageous refolutions. The ATHEMAT DOULET 
feeing both armies engaged, returned to his poft, and charged the right 
wing of the enemy with as much bravery, as he had before given marks 
of prudence. AMAN OLA, who commanded that wing, made a feint of 
giving way, and retired gradually without breaking his ranks; but he 
had hardly let the enemy gain fifty paces upon him, when ordering his 
men to open their ranks of a fudden, one hundred camels appeared kneel- 
ing, each of which had one of the harquebufes above-mentioned on his 
back. The rersians aftonifhed at this unexpected fight, and a general 
difcharge of this little artillery being made, moft of the fore-moft rank 
were killed, and the arcHaNs making loud fhouts, attacked the reft, and 
obliged them to turn their backs, 


AMAN OLA made the proper ufe of this ftratagem: for without giving 
the PERSIANS time to recover themfelves, he purfued them up to their 
battery, which he came behind, and having cut the cannoneers in pieces 
that guarded it, he caufed the cannon to be pointed againft the center of 
the PERSIAN army, who were thus put to flight before they had fought 
a blow. This artful ftep decided the fate of the day. The vari of Lo- 
RISTAN, who had loft one of his brothers in the action, and had been 
alfo wounded himfelf, feeing every thing rendered defperate by the defeat 
of the left wing, and of the center, went off directly with what foldiers 
he had remaining, and retired into his province. His example was fol- 
lowed by FEREZ OULLAH, KHAN Of HAMADAN, and by ALI RIZA, KHAN of 
COHKILAN ‘, who having called off their troops, retired each to his re- 
{pective province. 

In the mean time, the vaLi of ARABIA having made himfelf mafter of 
MAGHMUD’S camp, amufed himfelf with plundering the baggage; and 
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1722. tho’ he had obferved the enemy’s motion, yet inftead of attacking them 


in the rear, as was expected, he refufed the fuccours, that with repeated 
inftances were demanded of him. The arcuans therefore had no enemy 
to oppofe, except the KOULAR AGAssI. ‘This general endeavouring to 
vindicate his opinion given in council, continued to fight with redoubled 
courage and refolution. Being determined to conquer or die, he had 
already cut part of the oppofite wing in pieces, and pufhed the remainder 
as far as their entrenchments, when MAGHMUD fecing the field almoft clear 
of the enemy, advanced to take him in the rear. This motion difperfed 
the PERSIANS, who compofed the greateft part of the troops of this gal- 
lant officer; but a body of 400 GEorGIaNs refufing to defert him in this 
extremity, he defended himfelf on all fides with the utmoft intrepidity ; 
till at length, after having had two horfes killed under him, he was over- 
powered with numbers, and with the companions of his glorious teme- 
rity, died {word in hand. The defeat of this valiant troop completed 
the victory. The vari of arasia loaded with MacuMun’s treafure, 
and with the plunder of the camp, had by this time taken the road to the 
town, which he entered by the oppofite gate € to that * by which the 
army had marched out againft the enemy. 


Such was the fatal ifue of the battle of GuLNABAD, in which the per- 
SIANS, fo long accuftomed to blunders in politics, took two dangerous 
fteps; one was, to divide the command between two generals who did 
not agree; the other, to plant their batteries fo forward, that they could 
not be properly fupported. This laft circumftance, and the {agacious 
conduct of AMAN OLA, gave the victory to the AFGHANS: but we may fay, 
that the treacherous conduét of the vaLi of ARABIA decided the battlei. 
The king’s army loft 15,000 men; a number which will not appear ex- 
aggerated, if we confider the circumftances of the engagement. The 


greateft 


6 The pEr ToxKcHIı in the eaft part of ISFAHAN. h The HAJAN in the wet. “ii 
has been much doubted, if the varı of ARABIA was induced to aét this bafe part, merely from the 
temptation of plunder, or from refentment of the oppofition which the aTHEMAT DOULET made 
to his propofals ; he might be indifferent, at that time, which fide obtained the victory, but his con- 
duct afterwards proved him a traitor ; nor do we find that he attempted to vindicate his conduét, or 


acknowledge that he had been guilty of an error, nor even that the natural avidity of his aRaBIANS 
Was not to be reftrained, 3 
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greateft part of the troops under the command of the kouLar AGASSI, fell 1722. 
in the field of battle; the infantry was in a great meafure expofed to the 

mercy of the conqueror; and the 2000 cannoneers, with their general, 

were all flaughter’d at their poft. The lofs of the AFGHANs was incon- 
fiderable ; and the treafure, the artillery, and baggage of the PERSIAN 

army, was an ample recompence for the plunder which the ARABIANS 

had taken in their camp. 


PART 
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REVOLUTIONS OF PERSIA, 


- 





FROM THE 


BATTLE oF GULNABAD, 


TO THE 


AspicaTION oF SULTAN HUSSEIN, AND THE 
TAKING OF ISFAHAN. 


CHAP. AVIL 


The king calls a council, and determines to remain in ISFAHAN. Prepara- 
tions to defend the city. Orders fent to the khans of the provinces. The 
VALI of LORISTAN îs declared generalifimo. MaAcGHMUD encamps at 
CHEERESTAN. Defcription of FARABAD; the AFGHANS take poffeffion 


of it, and appear before juura, Defcription of JULFA, and the fitua- 
tion of the ARMENIANS. 


S foon as the news arrived of the defeat of the PERSIAN army, 
A which was commanded by the greateft part of the nobility of 
the kingdom, the city of IsFAHAN was under a general con- 
fternation. ‘The PERSIAN troops, who fled from the field of battle, ex- 
aggerated the valour and conduct of the enemy, which ferved to increafe 
the panic; infomuch, that the inhabitants of this great city already figured 
to themfelves the diftrefles which followed not long after, and imagined 
they faw the ArGuans, with their drawn fabres, practifing all imaginable 
barbarities. 





Under 
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Under thefe extremities the king called a council, in which he repre- 
fented the danger his perfon would be expofed to, if he ftood a fiege in 
a city unprovided with ammunition and provifions; and whofe ruinous 
walls could be but a feeble barrier, when defended by troops difheartened 
by their late defeat. His danger had however infpired him with fome 
degree of fortitude; and with an air of dignity, in a very pathetic ftrain, 
he fpoke to them to this effect: “ It is not for my own fecurity, that I 
& propofe to remove; a prince, who is afraid to die with his fubjets, is 
« unworthy to rule over them: but the greateft part of the provinces {till 
“« obey me; their fate is connected with mine; for the rebel will be 
“ mafter of the empire, as foon as he has my perfon in his power.” 


The ATHEMAT DOULET confirmed the king’s remarks ; adding, that 
it would be very imprudent to expofe the king’s perfon to the hazard of 
fuch an event; that it would be advifeable for his majefty to retire that 
very night to CASBIN, while the enemy, yet intoxicated with their vic- 
tory, would take no meafures to oppofe his retreat ; that when the sHan 
fhould be at full liberty, he might eafily affemble an army, capable to 
raife the fiege, and deftroy the AFGHANs: that at all events, the lofs of 
ISFAHAN would be only the lofs of one city, which MAGHMuUD could 
not keep with fo {mall a number of troops; whereas, if the king fhould 
fhut himfelf up there, the lofs of 1sFAH AN would draw on that of the 
monarchy. 


This fpeech feemed to convince the greateft part of the affembly ; 
when the vALI of ARABIA, who had fo bafely betrayed his truit that 
very day, and yet, by a ítrange fatality, was continued in his office, ftood 
up, and fpoke to this effect: ‘ It is debating to a great difadvantage, 
“ juft after the lofs of a battle. Whilft men are affected with fear, in con- 
“ fequence of a recent misfortune, whatever their natural intrepidity and 
** difcernment may be, they are but ill capable of diftinguifhing the real 
‘* magnitude of objects: even prudence lofes its very nature, and be- 
« trays itfelf A panic terror, caufed by a trifling unforefeen accident, 
‘“¢ has {natched the victory out of our hands. Ought fuch an accident, 
‘© which is not uncommon in war, to make us tremble before a weak 
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“« and contemptible enemy? Befides, were it prefumed that their chief 
«© will undertake to lay fiege to fo large and fo popuious a city as this, he 
‘ would hardly dare to enter it with the ccntemptible gang of robbers 
“ about him, What is there then to fear? If he fhould be bold enough 
“ to appear before our walls, the prefence of the sHAuH will encourage 
‘ their defenders ; and the whole empire, incenfed at this attempt, will 
“ fly to the affiftance of their fovereign. But if his majefty fhould de- 
“ prive thefe loyal inhabitants of the opportunity of exerting that va- 
« lour, which his prefence infpires, fuch a ftep will not only ftain his 
“ honour, but difhearten all his faithful fubje¢ts, and encourage the re- 
“ volted: {fuch a behaviour, much fooner than the force of arms, will 
** open ISFAHAN to the conqueror ; and the reft of the empire, amazed 
“ to fee a bafe sunn1 ‘on the facred throne of the fucceffors of ats, 
* will not ftir in defence of their prince, becaufe they will conclude 
« his fate irretrievable,” 


The boldeft opinion prevailed over the moft prudent. SHAH HUSSEIN 
was afhamed to abandon his capital, and therefore determined to defend 
it; fo that nothing more was thought on, than to make a vigorous re- 
fiftance againft the enemy. New levies were made; the ruinous parts of 
the walls were repaired ; intrenchments were thrown up in thofe places 
which were moft expofed, and efpecially at the head of the bridges which 
open a communication with the fuburbs; and every other precaution taken, 
that the proximity of the danger, and the inexperience of the minifters 
would permit. The vALI of ARABIA was appointed governor of the town; 
and SHAH HUSSEIN fent meflengers to the khans of the different provinces 
yet under his dominion, ordering them to repair with all the forces of 
their governments to HONSAR *, where they were to join the vaL1 of Lo- 
RISTAN, Whom he had declared generaliffimo of his armies. In fine, 
this monarch, more fenfible than ever of the miftake he committed in 
treating the vALI of GEorGIA with fuch imperioufnefs, {fent magnificent 
prefents to this prince, and wrote to him in the mott prefling manner, 


to perfuade him to march to his affiftance. 
Thefe 
* It may be prefumed that he pretended to be a scu1as, tho’ he was a sunn1 himfelf. 
* This city is faid to be about five leagues from ISFAHAN. 
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Thefe regulations were prudent and fuitable to the fituation of affairs; 
but in the interim proper care was not taken to provide for a fiege. The 
inhabitants of the open country, flying from the cruelty of the conque- 
ror, flung themfelves in crowds into the city ; infomuch that the public 
{quares, the gardens, and the ftreets, were every day filled with this ufe- 
lefs multitude. ‘The king, who did not confider the difference betwen a 
common man and a foldier, not only neglected giving orders upon this 
fubject, but feemed to forget that there were no magazines of provifions 
in the city; and the dictates of fear fuggefting to him, that his fecurity 
muft arife from his numbers, he forbad upon pain of death, every perfon 
in ISFAHAN, whether inhabitant or ftranger, to ftir from thence. In the 
mean while, fome arass who had been fent upon the fcout, having 
brought intelligence, that the rebels had left on the field of battle the 24. 
pieces of cannon, which they had taken in the engagement, a detach- 
ment of troops was fent to bring back the artillery ; which they executed 
without any obftruction from the enemy, who continued quietly in their 
camp. 


This inactivity was owing to the wavering difpofition of MAGHMUD: 
he, who had hitherto fhewn himfelf active and enterprizing, now feemed 
aftonifhed at his own victory. The little fuccefs he had at KHERMAN 
and YEZD ; the vaft extent of ISFAHAN, and the number of troops within 
its walls, gave him reafon to apprehend, that the fiege would be of long 
continuance ; and that the governors of the provinces would have time 
to crufh him with the joint forces of the empire: on the other hand, 
he could not with honour, nor common fafety, abandon an enterprize, 
which had already coft him fo much labour. Thus his mind was agita- 
ted with thefe different thoughts, when the return of the fpies, whom 
he had fent into the city, removed his anxiety. By thefe he was infor- 
med of the great confternation into which the PERSIANS were thrown ; 
from whence he concluded, that if inftead of giving the enemy time to 
recover themfelves, he had purfued them to the gates of IsFAHAN, he 
might have made himfelf mafter that very day of the king’s throne and 
perfon. He refolved therefore to purfue his fortune. With this view he 
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1722. began his march, and plundering every place by the way, he encamped 
the 12th of the fame month with his whole army near CHEERESTAN, a 
town a little to the eaftward of ISFAHAN. 


The PERSIANs finding the arGuans had abandoned the artillery above- 
mentioned’, began to think they had no intention to lay fiege to the 
town; but this motion of the enemy’s army undeceived them, as to the 
fond expectation they had entertained, concerning the retreat of the AF- 
GHaAns. The firft {tep they took in confequence of this difcovery, was to 
abandon FARABAD, a country-palace three miles from IsFAHAN. SHAH 
HUSSEIN, who had exhaufted the treafures amaffed by the kings his pre- 
deceflors, to indulge his paffion for building, had fpared no expence to 
render this palace worthy of a great monarch. In faét, it was fo {pacious 
and magnificent, that he had often entertained thoughts of abandoning the 
capital, to make this his ordinary refidence. The palace was encom- 
pafied with ftrong lofty walls, flanked at {mall diftances with towers. In 
his prefent circumftances, this place ought therefore to have been con- 
fidered as a fortrefs which might incommode the enemy, or at leaft re- 
tard their operations; but the rebels were fcarce arrived at CHEERESTAN, 
when orders were fent to abandon FARABAD; which was executed in fo 
imprudent a manner, that altho’ the PERSIAN garrifon might have eafily 
carried off the cannon, they contented themfelves with burying them. 


This was too grofs a blunder to efcape the arcuHans: fome of their 
{quadrons who were upon the fcout, hearing what had paffed, marched 
with all expedition, and took poffeffion of the caftle and its artillery, the 
19th of the fame month, without meeting with any oppofition: they 
were foon joined by the reft of the army. Macumup being now ad- 
vantageoufly fituated, and mafter of feveral pieces of cannon, determined to 
repair the lofs of time, occafioned by his late irrefolution ; accordingly he 
mounted on horfe-back, and appeared the fame day before JuLFA 


This town is fituated only a mile and a half fouth of isFAHAN, on the 
fouth banks of the river zeENDEROUD, or frefh river, on the fide of which 


1t 
* It is hard to reconcile this condu&, otherwife than by fuppofing that the arenans might be 


ignorant of the art of rendering the cannon ufelefs, and finding them cumberfome, chofe to negleét 
them, 
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it is extended for almoft three miles. It was founded by asas the GREAT, 
on the following occafion. The ARMENIANS having revolted againft the 
TURKS, and fubmitted to this prince, he removed part of the inhabitants 
of ARMENIA into different provinces of persia. ‘Thofe of the antient 
JULFA, a town on the banks of the aras, were tranfported to ISFAHAN, 
from whence they afterwards removed, and fettled in this place, to which 
they gave the name of their former refidence. ‘The people who had been 
drawn from ERIVAN, SHIRVAN™, and the lower ARMENIA, had fettled 
in the fuburbs of IsFAHAN; but asas defirous of improving this new 
colony, obliged them to remove to JULFa, together with fome PERSEES 
of the neighbourhood of KHERMAN and YEzp; by this means, four new 
quarters were formed. Moft of the persEes took occafion to retire from 
thence, fo that of fifteen hundred families, which were at firft computed 
in their quarter, there remained only three hundred, all compofed of ar- 
tificers and labouring men, But the ARMENIANS being an induftrious 
active people, applied themfelves to commerce, and by their care this 
colony foon arofe to a flourifhing condition. 


Asas I. was too great a politician, to neglect any meafure that might 
contribute to the welfare of fuch an eftablifhment. He lent them con- 
fiderable fums of money, without demanding any intereft; he exempted 
them from all kinds of fervitude; he granted them the free exercife of 
their religion; and in order to {creen them from the jealoufy and avarice 
of the PERSIAN Officers, he allowed them a KALENTER of their own na- 
tion, to whom he affigned a place at thofe celebrated feafts, in which, 
purfuant to the cuftom of remoteft antiquity, the kings of persia dine in 
public with the grandees of the realm. 


Some of the fucceflors of this prince followed the fame maxim, and 
JULFA in a very little time became a confiderable place. It had the appear- 
ance of a republic, founded in the midft of a foreign nation; no MAHOM- 
MEDAN was permitted to fettle there, and the rigor of the law of retaliation, 
caufed the inhabitants to be refpected even by the Persians theméelves. 
The ARMENIANS of JuLFa thus encouraged by fo neceflary a protection, 

P 2 were 


m Part of the antient MEDIA. 


1722. 








116 THE REIGN OF Part V. 


1722. were in a thriving condition for many years; and carried on in different 
parts of the world a confiderable trade, which was very ufeful to the 
ftate. But the court at length, forgetful of its own interefts, grew tired 
of favouring them ; and in SHAH HUSSEIN’s reign, their privileges, which 
had fuffered fome diminution under his predecefiors, fell into contempt. 
Under this government, no regard was paid to the law of retaliation. The 
ecclefiaftics offended at the equality which this law eftablithed between 
muffulmen and chriftians, introduced a cuftom, that if a PErsIan killed 
an ARMENIAN, he fhould expiate the crime by giving a load of corn to 
the relations of the deceafed. The ARMENIANS confidered fo ignomi- 
nious and unjuft a treatment, as a mark of fervitude: but they had no 
relief, and were equally a fport to the avarice of the great, and the in- 
folence of the people. While they groaned under thefe calamities, induftry 
declined among them; and the fpirit of commerce, for which they had 
been fo much diftinguifhed, was in a great meafure fupprefled ; fo that 
they thought of little more than to preferve their lives, and the property 
they had already acquired. 


CHAP AVIL 


The conduét of the PERSIANS towards the ARMENIANS of JULFA, The 
AFGHANS make themfelves mafters of JuLFA; their barbarities towards 
the ARMENIANS. Defcription of IsFAHAN. Macumup repulfed at the 
bridge of SHIRASS. 





HE arMeEniAns having been thus treated with great contempt, 
it was feared they would cherifh a refentment, which might in- 
duce them to change their mafters. ‘The PERSIANS, at leaft, tho’ they 
now ftood in fuch need of their fervices, were jealous ; and in this, as in 
many other inftances, prepared the way to their own ruin, for fear of 
being undone. For the aRMENIANS, who are brave, and tenacious of 
their property, it ought naturally to have been expeéted, would have 
ftruggled hard to be delivered from a rapacious enemy: however, upon 
2 the 
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the firt news of MAGHMUD’s arrival, the king enjoined them to ap- 1722 
pear with their military equipage before his palace, intending, as he faid, 
to entruft them with the guard of his perfon, during the abfence of his 
houfho!ld troops, who were going to march againft the rebels. The ar- 
MENIANS, flattered with this teftimony of benevolence, repaired to the 
place appointed in great numbers ; but no fooner were they drawn up, 
than they were commanded to lay down their arms, and difmiffled with 
ftrict orders to deliver up what arms might be ftill remaining among 
them. Tho’ fuch a mark of diftruft was more proper to provoke, than 
to foften the minds of a brave people; yet as foon as the ARMENIANS 
knew that the AFGHANs were advancing, they defired fuccour, offering 
to maintain the troops at their own expence. They repeated their in- 
ftances, as the rebels approached ; and finding that the vari of ARABIA, 
who had promifed to fend them affiftance, broke his word, they itill put 
themfelves in a pofture of making as good a defence, as their fituation 
and circuinftances would permit. 


Things were thus fituated, when the AFGHANS appeared before JuLFA: 
they attacked the place as foon as they arrived, which was in the night- 
time ; and the affault lafted two hours. ‘The befieged, in order to make 
the enemy believe they had regular troops, called one another during the 
engagement by PERSIAN names; and tho’ they were very indifferently 
armed, yet they defended themfelves with fo much bravery, that the ut- 
moft the cnemy could do, was to feize upon a little entrenchment, which 
had been thrown up in a hurry. The aRMENIANS, encouraged by this 
fucceis, waited for the vALI of ARABIA, defigning to attack the AF- 
GHANS in their turn, as foon as they had any fuccour; but this general 
made them fenfible of the indifference he bore to the common caufe: for 
inftead of keeping his word with them, obferving that sEFFIE MYRZA® 
was marching during the attack at the head of a detachment of horfe, in 
order to make a diverfion, he hindered him from proceeding any further, 
by reprefenting that the king his father did not intend that the prefump- 
tive heir of the crown fhould expofe himfelf to fo dangerous an encounter. 

This 

n This was Hussetn’s eldeft fon, who was of a martial fpirit, and therefore an obje& of jealoufy 
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This extraordinary proceeding, together with that of difarming the 
ARMENIANS, induced people to think, that it was the king’s intention 
to facrifice yuLFra and its inhabitants to the fafety of the capital. Nor 
is it altogether improbable, that this weak prince, through the inftiga- 
tion of his treacherous minifter, the vALI of ARABIA, might imagine 
that the AFGHANS would be contented with the wealth they fhould 
find in that town, without perfifting in fo hazadous an enterprize as the 
fiege of IsFAHAN. This ARABIAN prince, by religion a suNNI, and 
actuated with the fame ambition as his father, who thirty years before 
had attempted to fhake off the PERsIAN yoke, either held a corre{pon- 
dency with MAGHMUuD, which is moft probable; or was governed by the 
pernicious maxim of thofe generals, who, to prolong their own autho- 
rity, do not chufe to terminate a war, when it is in their power to bring 
things to a fortunate iffue for their fovereigns and their country. 


The ARMENIANS had not time to refrefh themfelves after the fatigues 
of the firft affault, but were preparing againft a fecond, when fome of 
the befiegers taking the advantage of the obfcurity of the night, went all 
round the town, to try if a breach was practicable in their walls of earth . 
A PERSEE in their fervice, undertook to pierce a hole through the wall ; 
which having done to his purpofe, an elephant was brought up to it, 
and by his means a part of thofe feeble ramparts was broke down: NAZR 
ULLA, who commanded the party, took poffeffion of the breach; and 
the ARMENIANS perceiving that he waited only for day-light to enter, 
deputed the chief perfons among them, before the night was fpent, to 
treat of a capitulation. The arGcuan heard their propofals, as one who 
was fure of conqueft: he obliged them to furrender at difcretion, and to 
ranfom their lives and effects, by a contribution of 70,000 tomans ?, 


Hard as this condition appeared to the ARMENIANS, MAGHMUD added 
another more fevere: for fcarce had he been mafter of JuLtFaA, when he 
demanded of the ARMENIANS a certain number of young virgins, which 
they fhould pick out of the moft confiderable families of their nation. 

The 


Thofe of isFanan are of the fame kind, as indeed are almoft all the fortified places in the 
kingdom. P 175,0004. 
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The AFGHANS were matters of the town; fo that the AaRMENTIANS had 
no other refolution to take than that of fubmiffion. All the young women 
therefore that could be found, who were remarkable for their beauty, 
and whofe age exceeded nineteen, were brought before certain perfons 
appointed for this examination: thefe chofe fifty out of the number, and 
conducted them to FARABAD, adorned with their richeft cloaths, and with 
all their jewels, where they were prefented to the conqueror. MAGH- 
MUD kept part of them for his own harram, and diftributed the remain- 
der among his principal officers. 





The ARMENIANS are very jealous of their honour, fo that nothing 
could cut them deeper than to deliver up their daughters. ‘The difcon- 
folate mothers made juxiFa refound with their lamentations; fome of 
thofe young maids were fo fhocked to fee themfelves abandoned to the 
enemies of their country, that they died with exceflive grief. The AF- 
GHANS, whofe hearts could not but feel, in fome meafure, the diftrefs 
of thefe young women, and whofe religion by no means allows of any 
violence, fent thofe home who were moft afflicted ; and others were ran- 
fomed by their parents; fo that in a few days, there remained but a very 
{mall part of them in this kind of flavery. 


The AFGHANS, humane in this refpect, were inexorable in regard to 
the contribution. The ARMENIANS pretending that the chief part of 
their effects was in ISFAHAN, faid they were under an abfolute impofli- 
bility of paying fuch a fum. They offered, however, to enter into an 
obligation of paying it, as foon as they recovered their effects, that is, 
upon the taking of the city, or at the conclufion of a peace. ‘This was 
making the fruits of the firft fuccefs depend upon a new event. Macu- 
MUD, pretended to be fatisfied with the propofal ; but as foon as he had 
their bond in his hands, he ordered three of the principal men among 
them, who had figned it, to be arrefted as fureties; and pretending 
that his treafure was exhaufted, he infifted upon their paying imme- 
diately what money they had in their hands, as part of the fum. In 
confequence of this determination, he ordered their houfes to be fearched. 

Fd The 
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1722. The ARMENIANS, whofe avarice had caufed them to overfhoot their 
mark‘, began to be fenfible of the folly they had committed, in endea- 
vouring to evade the payment; but it was too late to re@tify the miftake. 
The officers who made the fearch, difcharged their commiffion with the 
utmoft exactnefs; carrying off every valuable thing they could find, as 
gold, filver, jewels, moveables, rich filks, &c. fo that the inhabitants, 
except the fecurity of their perfons, experienced on this occafion, almoft 
every act of violence and barbarity, as when a town is taken by ftorm. 


All this wealth did not fatisfy the avarice of the conqueror ; recourfe 
was had to tortures, in order to increaie it. The principal perfons among 
the ARMENIANS were moft cruelly baftinadoed, to compel them to dif- 
cover the feveral effects, which they, and their friends, were fuppofed 
to have concealed. None of them could withftand the feverity of the 
torture, except DOMINIC JAQUES KARDELANS, a man of weight and 
figure among his countrymen, and pretty far advanced in years, whom all 
the rigor of this punifhment could not oblige to difcover any other per- 
fon. From this man and his brothers they took twelve thoufand tomans’, 
in ready money, and feven thoufand * from sHERIMANS'‘; hence it is very 
probable, that what they got by plunder, greatly exceeded the fum de- 
manded: and yet it was valued at only twenty thoufand tomans", which 
he ordered to be ftruck off from the feventy thoufand mentioned in the 
bond. 


Such acts of violence flung the whole town into the utmoft confterna- 
tion: the miffionaries withdrew to IsFAHAN, each order leaving only 
one religious perfon in their houfe. The bifhop, and fome of the inha- 
bitants, took the fame refolution ; and though the ARMENIANS were not 
ignorant, that the Persians accufed them of holding a correfpondence 
with the enemy, yet a great many of them had already thrown them- 
felves into the town, and others were preparing to follow their example, 


when MAGHMuD ordered guards to be pofted, to hinder any further 
defertion., 


While 

a See remark, Vol. I. page 120. " 30,000 /, * 17,500. t Thefe are re- 

t aikale great traders to this day; NADIR in 1747, caufed fome of them to be burnt alive, to extort 
+ -orfefhon of their wealth, u 50,000 4, in part of 175,000. 
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While zurra was thus a prey to the avarice and cruelty of the rebels ; 
thei: chief was preparing to begin the fiege of IsFAHAN. This city is 
difiinguished, no lefs for the magnificence of its buildings, than for the 
vaft t1..€t it inclofes ; the circumference being ordinarily computed at 24 
miles, including its gardens and fuburbs. It is fituated in a plain to the 
north of the ZENDEROUD, which feparates it from yutra. ‘The fource 
of this river is dutant only three days journey: there are various accounts 
concerning the courfe of it, but it is agreed to be of very finall extent. 
Apas the Great caufed a channel to be cut thro’ the mountains, thirty 
leagues diftant, by which means the waters of the river MAHMOUD KER, 
were conveyed into the zENDEROUD; which renders it as wide and deep, 
upon the melting of the fnows in the fpring, as the sEINE is in the win- 
ter at PARIS. 


There ts a communication between the two banks of the river by 
different bridges. The largeft and fineft is that of JULFA: it is 360 geo- 
metrical paces in length, and 13 1n breadth; the two extremities of it 
are flanked by four round towers, with a covered gallery, which ranges 
on both fides, the length of the bridge; the whole decorated with the 
richeft ornaments of PERSIAN architecture. It is joined by two caufe- 
ways, made with a gentle defcent to a double row of trees above 3000 
paces long. This delightful alley is lined with terraffes and plane trees: 
it is called TOHERBAG, or four gardens, and is bordered with gardens 
which belong to the king. ‘The length of it is terminated by a large pa- 
vilion towards the town, and on the oppofite fide by a building, in 
the royal garden, called HAZAR JERIB, or thoufand gardens. The town 
of JULFA on the one fide, and the fuburb of aBpasaBap on the other, 
{tretch along the ZENDEROUD: from the bridge of yuLra to the bridge 
ABASABAD ls about a mile and a half: the lat is fo called from the 
neighbouring fuburb, and ferves as a communication to the weftern ex- 
tremity of the town. 


The bridge of BARBAROUI, which is lefs diftant than that of ABASA- 
BAD from the bridge of jutra, is the third we meet with defcending: 
like the latter it is lined with galleries, and is not fo much inferior to 
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1722. it in architecture, as in length. About a mile further, advancing eaft- 
ward, is the bridge of surrass, fo denominated, becaufe it is the road- 
way from ISFAHAN to that city ; and near it is the village of cHEERES- 
TAN. ‘This city was now in its higheft pitch of fplendor, and efteemed 
the largeft and moft magnificent in Asta *, with fix hundred thoufand 
inhabitants, exclufive of thofe crowds, who had fled thither for fhelter 
from different parts of the open country, and were reckoned near an 
hundred thoufand fouls. 


Such was the importance of this city, which MAGHMuD dared to be- 
fiege with fo {mall an army. This young prince, who was ftill encamped 
at FARABAD, ordered entrenchments to be thrown up between the river 
and JULFA; and the fame day he made himfelf mafter of this town, he 
commanded fome fquadrons to prefent themfelves before the ram parts of 
ISFAHAN, to obferve the difpofition of the enemy. ‘This detachment, 
fupported by a confiderable part of the army, began to execute their or- 
ders; but the PERSIANS, now recovered from their firft panic, gave them 
{o warm a reception, that they were obliged to retire, with fome lofs. 





Macumob then marched himfelf in perfon, intending to make a gene- 
ral affault. The 21ft of Marcu he appeared at the head of his army, 
upon the banks of the zENDERoUD; but finding the river overfiown, 
and the bridges ftrongly guarded, this action ended at the right, and in 
the center, in fome random fhots from their cannon, which were very 
ill ferved: the affair was more ferious to the left; for the officer who 
commanded that attack, giving way defignedly, drew the troops that 
guarded the bridge of aBasaBaD after him; upon which he faced about, 
and brought on an engagement, in which about 200 men on each fide 
were flain. The persians ftill continued mafters of the bridge; and a 
retreat being founded, the AFGHAN army retired to their camp, after riding 
and hollowing, rather than fighting, for the {pace of fix hours. 


The befieged, who faw what paffed from the tops of the terraffes, with 
which the houfes of 1sFAHAN are covered, began to alter the opinion which 
they had conceived of the enemy’s bravery. Their fpirits were greatly raifed 

upon 
* It is probable fome cities in cu1na exceeded it, 
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upon reflecting, how ill this laft attack had been contrived, and how 
weakly executed: they now looked upon the flownefs of the AFGHAN 
chief in advancing after the battle of GULNABAD, and the great precau- 
tion he ufed in entrenching himfelf, as a certain fign of a timorous difpo- 
fition ; but they were foon obliged to fly again to the defence of their 
ramparts. For MAGHMUD being informed by his fpies in the city, of the 
effe& of his imprudent enterprize, had taken a fudden refolution to re- 
eftablith the reputation of his arms by fome fignal exploit. 


With this defign his army appeared in battalia the 23d of the fame 
month, and while part of his troops were founding the river in different 
parts, as if they intended to ford it, the remainder fell {word in hand 
upon the poft which defended the bridge of sutrass, ‘The AFGHANS 
behaved, on this occafion, with fo much refolution and bravery, that 
they overthrew the PERSIANS at the very firft onfet. Their impetuofity 
carried all before them; they were already mafters of the bridge, and 
confidering the confufion into which the PeERstaNns were thrown, the 
rebels might have entered the town pell-mell along with them, had not 
ACHMED AGA, a white eunuch, and a foldier of approved valour, whom 
the king had now deputed governor of IsFAHAN, come up with a body 
of veteran troops, and renewed the engagement. He drove the AFGHANS 
immediately back to the middle of the bridge; and while both parties 


were fighting there with equal obftinacy, fome pieces of cannon, that — 


were in battery upon the banks of the river, were pointed ¥ at the ar- 
GHANS, which cleared the bridge, and put the rebels to flight. Aca- 
MED AGA purfued them as far as their entrenchments, and made a ter- 
rible flaughter. Macumup had been undone, if the vALI of ARABIA 
had fallen upon him at the fame time with his troops; but this prince 
now confirmed his treachery, in the efteem of thofe who were not infa- 
tuated ; and facrificed his reputation as a foldier, as well as the welfare of 
the ftate, to his finifter purpofes *. 

yY This fignal piece of fervice was performed by one JACOB a COURLANDER, who from a cart- 
wright, was made an officer of the artillery. z As generaliflimo he had fifty tomans, or 125 Z. 


a day, but this motive only could not have induced him to make a facrifice of thofe whofe pay he 
received 
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MacuMup fends a deputation to isFAHAN with propofals of peace, which 
are refufed. He makes himfelf mafier of the bridge ABASABAD, and 
invefis the city. The troops marching to the relief of the befieged are 
defeated. Gallant behaviour of the inbabitants of BEN ISFAHAN. Trea- 
cherous conduct of the vaL of ARABIA. Defeat of the KHAN of 
COHKILAN. 


AGHMUD was greatly difheartened at his difappointment in the 
laft action; the promifes of the vaL1 of ARABIA were his chief 
dependance; and yet what fecurity could he have of the fidelity of a 
traitor ? Thus he was perplexed in what manner he fhould proceed. 
The vigorous defence made by the befieged, and the repulfes he met with 
in his feveral attacks, alarmed his fears, left his troops might become 
difpirited, if his next attempt fhould meet with no better fuccefs. He 
knew, however, that IsFAHAN was deftitute of provifions, and that it 
muft fall, if he could cut off all communication between that city and 
the country: but for this purpofe, it was necefflary for the communica- 
tion of his troops, to throw a bridge over the river; or to make himéfelf 
matter of one of thofe which had been fo gallantly maintained by the 
PERSIANS: befides, the greatnefs of the circumference rendered this pro- 
ject extremely dangerous, as the fiege could not be turned into a blockade, 
without giving the khans of the provinces time to affemble; and the 
junction of any body of forces with thofe in the city, muft render his 
enterprize abortive. In order to obtain a peace, the king had fome time 
before offered him a large fum of money, with the fovereignty of KAn- 
DAHAR, and confented to yield up alfo the province of HAssaRAr, but 
refufed to grant him one of the princefies his daughters in marriage, This 
refufal determined MAGHMUD to lay fiege to ISFAHAN, at a time when he 
was thinking how to fecure an honourable retreat. 





But now he refolved to try what he could do by negotiation, of which 
his enemies had fet him the example. He therefore deputed one of his 
2 principal 
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principal officers, with a commiffion to offer to raife the fiege, and to 
agree to a peace, on condition that the king would give him one of 
the princeffes his daughters in marriage, with a portion of fifty thou- 
fand tomans *; and acknowledge him as fovereign, not only of KAN- 


DAHAR and KHERMAN, which he already poffeffed, but likewife of the 
province of KHORASAN, which fhould be yielded to him by the fame 


treaty. 


SHAH HUSSEIN was under great perturbation ; but the conditions ap- 
peared very difhonourable. ‘The manner in which the arcuans had 
hitherto conducted themfelves, had flattered him into a belief, that the 
governors of the provinces, and the tributary princes would have time to 
march to his affliftance, and there was then no reafon to doubt but the 
enemy would be crufhed; he therefore rejected thefe propofals. 


Macumubp being informed by the return of his deputy, of the little 
fuccefs of his commiffion, prepared to obtain by famine, what he no 
longer expected by force of arms. ‘This enterprize, however, was ex- 
tremely delicate. The persrans had by advanced pofts, made a fur- 
ther addition to the largenefs of the circumference, infomuch that the 
AFGHANS could not divide themfelves into fo many bodies, as there were 
places to occupy, without running the rifk of being beaten in feparate 
detachments: thefe difficulties did not retard MAGHMUD, who fecretly 
renewing his engagements with the vALI of ARABIA, applied all his 
thoughts to the execution of his project. 


After he had taken this refolution, he detached different bodies of 
troops to ravage the diftrict of ısranan. This territory contained above 
one thoufand villages, built by the orders of aBAs the GREAT, who peo- 
pled them not only with the natives of Irac AGEMI, but likewife with 
feveral families which he tranfported thither from other parts of the em- 
pire. The plain is very fruitful, and produces provifions fufficient to main- 
tain both the inhabitants of the open country, and thofe of the capital. 
The AFGHANs charged with this commiffion, took poffeffion of fome of 
thefe villages by main force, of others by cuttting off the waters, and 


many 
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many were abandoned upon their approach ; infomuch that the number 
of thofe which by an obftinate refiftance had tired them out, and efcaped 
falling into their hands, was very fmall, The arGuans, according to 
the barbarities of the eaft, put moft of the men to the {word, and brought 
off great numbers of the women and children into flavery : it is faid that 
upon making a diftribution of them, five or fix fell to the fhare of every 
private foldier. The arcuans then fent home the ARMENIAN girls, that 
were yet left in their pofleffion. 


This expedition ferved not only to cut off all forage and provifions from 
the city, but likewife to bring great plenty into their own camp. Their 
magazines being thus filled, they might now inveft the place without 
being obliged to fend out detachments for provifions or forage. This was 
of the greater moment, as MAGHMUD had waited in vain for a reinforce- 
ment from KHERMAN and KANDAHAR; however, he augmented his forces 
by making foldiers of many of thofe who had followed his army as me- 
nial fervants, fupplying their places with prifoners whofe lives he had 
{pared. 


From the affair of the bridge of surrass, till the latter end of APRIL, 
that is, during the whole time they were plundering the open country, 
MAGHMuD had amufed the befieged with different negotiations; but as 
{foon as he had recruited his army, and his different detachments had joined 
him, he refoived to break off this kind of truce. The great obje@ he had 
in view for the prefent, was to open a paflage over the river, which a 
particular accident gave him a favourable opportunity of accom plifh- 
ing. ‘The head of the bridge anasaBaD was covered by an entrenchment, 
lined with fome pieces of cannon. A detachment of GEORGIANS, to whom 
the defence of this bridge was entrufted, had obtained a fupply of fpiri- 
tuous liquors: MacuMup was no fooner informed of this incident, which 
happened the laft day of APRIL, than he detached fifteen hundred men 
to attack them. The ceorcrans, as he had forefeen, were all ftupified, 
or not able to ftand, fo that they were cut to pieces, hardly making any 
refiftance ; and the AFGHANS having made themfelves mafters of this im- 
portant poft, fecured the poffeffion of it, by turning the artillery againft 
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the enemy. Part of the army filed off immediately over this bridge, and 
f{pread themfelves all round the town. Guards were placed at the principal 
paflages, and {couts ordered to march continually from one of thefe pofts 
to the other, fo that IsFAHAN was that fame day entirely invefted. 


This fuccefs alarmed the befieged ; they had for fome time made earneft 
application for liberty to attack the enemy; but now their requeft was 
changed into murmurs. They loudly declared that MaGHMup dreading 
the bravery of the PERSIAN troops, which he had fo lately experienced, 
was determined to avoid all occafion of fighting, and endeavoured to de- 
ftroy them by famine: that to temporize on fo preffing an occafion was 
betraying the common caufe ; that it was no longer time to deliberate ; 
that their only refource was to march againft the rebels, before hunger 
had deftroyed part of the citizens, and rendered the reft unable to make 
ufe of their arms. This generous and prudent refolution, if it had been 
carried into execution, would in all probability have quafhed their enemies, 
and it really was the only expedient left. The ATHEMAT DOULET and 
moit of the grandees were of this opinion, and even the king thought 
fo himfelf; but this unhappy prince foon changed his fentiment. The 
VALI Of ARABIA had fo difguifed his treacherous purpofes, as to have an 
abfolute afcendant over his weak and fluctuating mind: and tho’ after 
what pafied, this fatal advice ought in all reafon to have confirmed what 
might otherwife be only a ftrong fufpicion of treafon, yet he eafily pre- 
vailed on HUSSEIN to temporize, in hopes of the fuccours which he ex- 
pected. 


The inhabitants of IsFAnan began now to feel the dreadful effects of 
famine ; and all their hopes feemed to vanifh. The governors of the pro- 
vinces looking upon themfelves as able, each feparately, to beat the re- 
bels, had refufed to ferve under ALI MERDAN KHAN, VALI Of LORISTAN, 
who, in conformity to the orders of the court, appeared at the head of 
ten thoufand men at HONSAR, where he expected they would join him. 
CassUM, KHAN of the BACTIARIANS >, was the firft who appeared with 


twelve 

b BaxtHiar, in Persic, fignifies happy. Thefe are the BACTIARIANS fituate weft of 1sFA- 
HAN; the ordinary refidence of whofe KHan, is faid to be the town of Honsar. Thefe people in- 
habit 
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twelve thoufand horfe, and advanced towards ISFAHAN; but as AMAN 
oLA kept the field with a flying camp, he fell upon the xuan when he 
was leaft expected. Two thoufand Bacriarians were killed in this en- 
gagement, and the reft were difperfed and put to flight. 


The love which the vALr of LoRISTAN bore to his country, gave him 
a quick fenfibility of this misfortune; though it was an effect of the con- 
tempt fhewn to his authority. ‘This prince had been banifhed for fome 
time to KHERMAN, by the artifice of one of his brothers, who fupplanted 
him in his command of vAL1I; but as foon as he knew that the AFGHANS 
were marching towards the capital, he came to offer his fervices. His 
experience and valour, virtues fo neceflary in thefe circumftances, were 
fo well known, that he was reinftated in his principality ; and he jufti- 
fied this mark of confidence, by the bravery with which he behaved at 
the battle of GuLNABAD. But not fatisfied with having given this mark 
of fidelity; he had, fince the commencement of the fiege, amaffed a 
quantity of provifion, and defigned to force one of the pofts belonging to 
the rebels, and to convoy it into IsFAHAN. He was juft upon the point 


of making this attempt; when his brother defeated the defign, by a new 
piece of treachery. 


This wretch, who was ambitious of a dignity which he did not merit, 
and to which, as a younger brother, the order of birth gave him no 
right; took the opportunity to debauch part of his brother’s troops, and 
to take the command himfelf, at a time when this prince was gone upon 
a journey of fome days, in order to make new levies; and as he was now 
matter of the convoy, and of a confiderable number of foldiers, without 
waiting his brother’s return with frefh forces, he joined the KHAN of HA- 
MADAN, and marched with him to the relief of ISFAHAN. But his per- 
fidy, tho’ it might have a mixture of virtue, was attended with a fignal 
punifhment. Thefe two chiefs had 6000 men under their command, and 
expected to be able to join the troops of conKILAN upon their march; 
but falling in with the body of arcuans commanded by AMAN OLA, 

within 
habit the eafiern parts of the deferts towards BacpaT: they live moftly in tents, and are divided into 


two tribes, called CHAHAR-LING and EFH LI NG. They pretend to have embraced chriftianity under 
CONSTANTINE the GREAT. 
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within three days journey of IsFAHAN, they were attacked before they 
had time to recover their furprize; above 3000 of their men faved them- 
felves by flight, among whom was the brother of the vALI of LORIS- 
TAN: yet he did not long efcape the fate he feemed to deferve ; for Arr 
MERDAN KHAN, provoked at an action which defeated the chief hopes 
of the empire, facrificed this unnatural brother to his own refentment, 
and to the public vengeance. 


AMAN OLA having taken poffeffion of this convoy, with all the bag- 
gage of the PERSIAN troops, was fully fenfible of the great confequence 
of his victory; but he ftained the luftre of it by his cruelty. Part of the 
PERSIANS had laid down their arms, upon promife of quarter ; yet he paid 
no regard to his word, for he faved only thofe from whom he expeéted 
a confiderable ranfom, abandoning the reft to the inhumanity of his fol- 
diers, who killed them in cold blood. 


Three miles from IsFAHAN, there is a town called BEN ISFAHAN €, 
fituated on the declivity of a hill, and fortified with the addition of fome 
art, at the foot of which extends a plain, which feveral rivulets of run- 
ning water contribute to render as fruitful as it is agreeable. After the 
battle of GULNABAD, many flocked thither from the neighbouring vil- 
lages, fo that there was a number of men capable to bear arms; and thefe 
had been extremely active in haraffing the enemy. Having now re- 
ceived intelligence, that the AFGHANS were returning to their camp 
after their victory, much fatigued with the march, and without obferv- 
ing any order; they attacked them with great valour, and with an eager 
thirft of revenging the death of their countrymen, infomuch that they 
put them to flight, and feized on their baggage and convoy. 





Macumup was fo much provoked at this affront, which might have 
been attended with dangerous confequences in the prefent fituation of 
his affairs; that he inftantly mounted on horfe-back, and putting him- 
felf at the head of a body of cavalry, overtook the enemy as they were 
returning home with their booty. Fortune however favoured this prince 
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as little as it had done his general. Thefe peafants gave him fo warm 
and fo refolute a reception, that after cutting part of his troops in pieces, 
they obliged him to turn his back, and to leave them a confiderable num- 
ber of prifoners, among whom were his uncie, his younger brother, and 
two of his coufins. 


The vexation caufed by this frefh difgrace, did not affect mAGHMUD 
fo tenderly, as his fears for the prefervation of perfons whom he loved, 
and who were fo nearly related to him. As foon as he returned to his 
camp, he fent an officer to SHAH HUSSEIN, entreating him to interpofe 
his authority in their behalf; and this prince glad of an opportunity of 
doing an act of humanity, and ftill fondly expecting an accommodation, 
immediately difpatched MIRZA RAHIM, one of the officers of his court. 
The aFcHAans efcorted this meflenger as far as BEN ISFAHAN: he made 
all poffible expedition, but he arrived too late; for at his entering the 
town, he faw the dead bodies of the captives fixed upon ftakes; when 
he complained at their having acted fo precipitately, in an affair of that 
importance, they {topped his mouth by telling him ; that barbarians who, 
contrary to their promife, had murdered their prifoners in cold blood, 
ought not to be furprized, if they fhould meet with fuch treatment in 
their turn, when there was no promife given. Tho’ MAGHMUD might 
naturally have expected thefe reprifals, they flung him into a kind of 
frenzy. He immediately ordered all the PERs1ANs in his power to be 
maffacred upon the fpot ; and not contented with fo cruel a revenge, he 
forbid his men to grant any quarter hereafter to the enemy. His mind 
was agitated for fome days with the emotions of grief and revenge; but 
as foon as he recovered, and began to reflect ferioufly, he fell into a ftate 
of defpondency. He had never flattered himfelf with the hopes of redu- 
cing ISFAHAN, but by the reputation of his arms; and when that was 
loft, he could hardly expe, that the vaLi of aRABIA would be able to 
prevent the befieged from taking advantage of his difgraces, by attacking 
him in their turn ; or elfe, that this treacherous general, alarmed at his ill 
fuccefs, would ceafe to favour a party, which fortune feemed to have aban- 
doned. In thefe embaraffing circumftances, he reinforced the guards of 
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the bridge ABASABAD, and the other pofts; and leaving only a very 
{mall garrifon in yuLFa, he ordered the remainder of his army to return 
to FARABAD, as if he intended to fecure his retreat. 


The fate of the empire was then in the king’s hands. He might have 
eafily forced fome of thofe pofts which were at too great a diftance to be 
able to fupport each other; and if he had done that, or even made a 
feint towards it, there was reafon to prefume that the enemy would have 
abandoned their feveral ftations; and inftead of befieging, would have 
been befieged themfelves. The ARMENIANS of JULFA, who were ac- 
cufed of favouring the rebels, and yet continued always faithful to their 
fovereign, to whom they gave exact intelligence of every thing that was 
pafling, fignalized their zeal on this occafion. They gave notice to the 
court of the confternation which had fpread itfelf throughout the camp 
of the AFGHANS; and in order to induce them to make a proper ufe 
of it, they offered to put the garrifon of JuLFA to the fword, as foon 
as they could fee the king’s troops engaged with the enemy. ‘This was 
fuch a propofal as no one in their right fenfes could refufe to accept, 
for there was great probability of its fucceeding ; and the AFGHANs would 
then have been inevitably undone. If the bridge of anasaBAD had been 
attacked on both fides, at one and the fame time, it could never have held 
out; the detachments placed at the feveral pofts, deprived of all hopes 
of fuccours, or even of a retreat, would have been forced one after an- 
other ; and the remainder of the army, invefted at FARABAD, to all hu- 
man appearance would have been reduced to the neceffity of imploring 
the clemency of the Persians: the leaft benefit they could expect from 
fuch an enterprize, muft have been the opening a paflage for the con- 
voy which the inhabitants of BEN-IsFAHAN had recovered. 


Thefe advantages were fo evident, that the king could not help feeing 
them; and the troops received orders to act in confequence: but the 
VALI of ARABIA their commander, preferved the AFGHANS from this 
danger. This prince judging that his treacherous conduct would be dif- 
covered, if the enemy raifed the fiege, marched out of the town, but 
with a full refolution not to fight. He evaded coming to action for {fome 
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1722. days, under pretence that he waited for a body of troops, which, accord- 


ing to the advices he had received, was fet out from one of the provinces, 
and could not be long upon their march ; and having by this delay cooled 
the king’s ardour in regard to his project, and given MAGHMUD time to 
provide for his fecurity, he brought his army back into the city ; alledging, 
that as the fuccours did not come, he did not think it prudent to hazard 
an action, which was to decide the fate of the empire, upon the promife 
of fo fufpected a people as the ARMENIANS of yuLFa. This ftep faved 
MAGHMUD, and a new event foon revived his hopes. The KHAN of 
COHKILAN, being ignorant of the defeat of the troops which were to join 
him, was in full march towards the capital, when he was attacked, as 
the others were before him, at a time he did not imagine the enemy fo 
near ; and after lofing two thoufand men in the engagement, he made 
the beft of his way back to his province with eight thoufand men. 


C H A P. XX. 


SHAH HUSSEIN applies in vain to the VALI of GEORGIA for afifance, He 
declares bis fon TAHMAS MYRZA his fuccefor. Taumas efcapes from 
ISFAHAN, and endeavours to raife an army to march to the affftance of 
his father. Famine in ISFAHAN. ACHMED AGA makes a vigorous Jally 
to open a paffage for a convoy of provifions, but is defeated by the treachery 
of the VALI of ARABIA. Death of ACHMED AGA. 


HE affliction which this news caufed in 1sFAHAN, was increafed 

by another piece of intelligence, received foon after it. The king 
depended upon the GEORGIANS as his deliverers; the valour of thofe peo- 
ple was equally known to the perstans, and the rebels ; and there was 
no reafon to doubt, but the enemy would raife the fiege, upon the firft 
notice of their march. From this perfuafion, SHAH HUSSEIN wrote in 
the moft preffing terms to their prince, immediately after the battle of 
GULNABAD; but the proud VACHTANGA, not being yet able to overcome 
the mortification which this monarch had given him, by preventing his 
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revenge on the LESGEES, adhered to the rafh oath he had made on that 1722. 
occafion, and by his prefent refufal to fight, facrificed the whole empire. 





As foon as it was known, that no affiftance could be expected from 
the GEORGIANS; the apprehenfions, which the inexperience of the rebels, 
and the advantages obtained over them, had in fome meafure fufpended, 
revived with greater force. All hopes of fuccefs were now banithed ; 
and the minds of the people were intirely filled with the ideas of their 
paft misfortunes, and thofe with which they were yet threatened. It 
was notorious, that the governors of the provinces were fully refolved not 
to fubmit to the authority of the VALI of LoRISTAN; and the defeat of 
the KHANS of the BACTIARIANS, Of HAMADAN, and COHKILAN, was a 
proof that no good was to be expected, {o long as they refufed to unite 
under the fame commander. 





As the danger increafed every day, the king thought it high time to 
enter into fome meafures, to prevent the whole royal family from being 
involved in one common ruin. This monarch had fourteen fons, and 
four daughters. ‘Three days after the battle of GuLNABAD,. he had de- 
clared ABAS MYRZA the eldeft, his fucceffor to the throne, and refigned 
the care of the government into his hands. This young prince being of 
a very warm temper, and difdaining to diffimulate, began his adminiftra- 
tion with ordering the vari of ARABIA, the firft phyfician, and fome 
other perfons of figure, to be put to death: however, they contrived to 
ward off the blow, by obtaining of the king to fhut him up again in the 
feraglio; where, according to the policy of the ftate, he had been hither- 
to confined with his brothers. SEFFIE MYRZA, who followed him in 
order of birth, was fubftituted in his ftead, but did not fucceed better ; 
for the courtiers judging him too weak to govern, about a month after he 
underwent the fame fate. ‘The third brother was not chofen, becaufe 
the too fcrupulous attachment which he profeffed to the duties of religion, 
feemed to difqualify him for fuch an office; fo that TÆHMAS 4 myrza, 
who was next to him in order of birth, was acknowledged towards the 
end of MAY, prefumptive heir of the crown. 

The 
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The latter end of junz, the king refolved to fend this young prince 
out of ISFAHAN. ‘The defire of fecuring in his perfon a legitimate fuc- 
ceffor, was not the only motive, which induced him to take this refo- 
lution ; he was alfo willing by this means, to deprive his generals of all 
pretence of difobedience, hoping that the difficulty they made to unite 
the forces of their refpective governments, would no longer fubfift, as 
foon as they had orders to affemble under the command of the prefump- 
tive heir of the crown. AMAN oLA, who had been fent with fome for- 
ces to attack the troops, which were marching to the relief of ISFAHAN, 
was not yet returned, and his abfence weakened the main army of the 
AFGHANS; infomuch that they could hardly fupply forces fufficient to 
guard the different pofts, which fhut up the feveral avenues to the town. 


T#HMAS MYRZA being determined to follow the directions of the 
king his father, fet out from 1sFAHAN the 21{t of JUNE in the night, 
efcorted by three hundred chofen horfe. MAHOMMED EMIR, furnamed 
ASHREFF ê SULTAN, fon of MIR ABDALLAH, whom MAGHMuD had de- 
prived of his throne and life in KANDAHAR, commanded the poft which 
intercepted the communication between the town and the country, on 
the fide of the gate roxcnu1. Macumup’s mother was extremely fond 
of this young lord, and had by her intreaties faved him more than once 
from the cruelty of her fon. AsHREFF diffembled the averfion he had 
conceived againft the murderer of his father ; and behaved with fo much 
prudence and valour on every occafion, at the fame time giving fuch de- 
monftrations of zeal for the intereft of his chief, that at length he gained 
his confidence, as well as the efteem of the whole army. 


This poft was the beft guarded, as it was by the Toxcut-gate the city 
could moft conveniently receive fuccours. T ÆĦHMASs intended to furprize 
it, and to force his way through, in order to retire to CAsBIN. He ad- 
vanced by the favour of the night; but could not efcape the vigilance of 
the enemy, whom he found under arms, and ready to oppofe him. 
Tho’ the AFGHANS were inferior in number to the troops of T#HMAS 
MYRZA, yet the engagement continued very obftinate and bloody, till 
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ASHREFF, after lofing a great part of his men, was obliged to retire to a 
neighbouring fort, to fave the remainder of his people from the fury of 
the PERSIANS. 


This event filled the befieged with hopes: they flattered themfelves that 
the prefence of the prince would raife compafiion in every breaft; and 
that he would foon be in a condition to refcue them from the miferies in 
which they were involved. The arGHans on the contrary were in great 
confternation to hear that the heir of the diadem had efcaped, and might 
foon return at the head of an army. MaAGumup in particular fell into a 
tranfport of rage; the captivity of the whole royal family being the greateft 
advantage he had to expect from the taking of IsFAHAN. He was heard 
to fay in the vehemence of his wrath, ‘* that it would be to little purpofe 
‘© now to reduce the capital, fince there would be ftill a prince able to 
“ difpute the throne with him.” His paffion prevailed over his rea- 
fon fo much, that though asHrerr had behaved fo gallantly, he accu- 
fed him of holding a correfpondence with the enemy ; and condemned 
him to death. 


So paflionate and unjuft a fentence however did not take place. Asun- 
REFF appeared before an affembly of the principal officers of the army, 
to vindicate his innocence; he reprefented to them, that the poft which 
he had guarded, was, like feveral others, weakened by the detachment 
made from the army under AMAN OLA, and confifted only of one hun- 
dred men when TÆHMAS appeared: that this prince was at the head of 
a much more numerous body of troops, exceedingly well mounted, and 
compofed of feveral perfons of diftinétion of the braveft foldiers about 
the court : that notwithftanding thefe circumftances, he went out of his 
entrenchments to meet the prince ; but fo fmall a number of foldiers as 
he had under his command, however gallantly they might behave, could 
not hinder the PERSIANS from forcing their way fword in hand; and that, 
as a proof of his vigilance, thirty of his men were killed on the occafion. 
There is little room to imagine that asHrerr was falfe to his truft; for 
MAGHMUD having neither children nor brother of a proper age to fucceed 
him, this young lord might be confidered as his heir. The divan pro- 
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nounced in his favour; and MAGHMuD, difguifing his fufpicions, reftored 
ASHREFF to his employments. 


During this tranfaction in the camp of the rebels, TÆHMAS MYRZA, 
after a forced march of twenty-four hours, reach’d casman, he then 
proceeded to koom, and from thence to cAsBINe This young prince 
had fo great a fenfibility of the danger, in which he had left the king his 
father, that he {pared no pains to compafs his delivery: but private inte- 
re{t, and the {pirit of independency, intirely baffled an authority which 
had no force to fupport it; fo that neither his orders nor entreaties pre- 
vailed.. The greateft part of the people in the neighbourhood of ISFA- 
HAN, had been difperfed through fear; and want of refolution now hin- 
dered them from uniting. Befides thofe bodies already mentioned, which 
found pretences to avoid coming to the affiftance of the capital ; the 
troops of GANJA excufed themfelves, alledging they were occupied in 
oppofing the incurfions of the LEsGEEs, who were endeavouring to take 
advantage of the troubles. The forces in TAvris had mutinied againft 
their KHAN, lately fent them from court, and confequently refufed to 
obey the orders of the piince: thus the king hardly received any affift- 


ance from near 50,000 regular troops, which were quartered on thofe 
frontiers *. 





The feudatory princes of the empire, being lefs interefted than the 
natural fubjects, in the prefervation of the monarchy, fhewed as little zeal 
on this occafion; and many confidered the extremity to which their 
fovereign was reduced, as a proper opportunity to recover their indepen- 
dency. Thevaui of torisTan, who kept ftill in the neighbourhood of 


HONSAR, fecing the impoffibility of affembling an army, marched back 
with his troops into his own country. 


The only hopes which T#umas had now left, was to find more fub- 
miffion in the SHAH SEVEN®. ‘T#umMAs having fummoned this militia, 


moft 
f SHAH suLiman, the predeceffor and father of nussziN, maintained 130,000 men on the 
frontiers, without reckoning his houfhold troops, which were 14000 men. s The well 





affectioned to the king; this is a name they give to a militia, very little different from that of the 
4 2 AIMS 





Chap. XX. SHAH SULTAN HUSSEIN. 137 


moft of thofe lords pretended they were not obliged to march, unlefs the 
king commanded in perfon ; and the {mall number furnifhed by the reft, 
confifted only of peafants ill kept and ill paid ; who, conceiving a diflike 
to military fervice, from the fatigues of their march, {foon difbanded, and 
returned to their home, before they had reached the general rendezvous. 





In the mean while, the fcarcity of provifions increafed, and the be- 
fieged became defperate. ‘The grandees, as well as the common people, 
plainly faw that the only way to open a paflage for a convoy of provifions, 
was to attack the pofts of the enemy. ‘The king, yet incapable of fup- 
porting any refolution of himfelf, referred thofe who came to him to the 
vALI of ARABIA. This general flattered them with the hopes of the 
prince’s return ; and when their importunities obliged him to march out 
of the town, he came back immediately without making any attempt, 
under the idle pretext, that his aftrologers declared that the hour was not 
favourable. Whether the befieged faw into his artifices, or the fear of 
ftarving prevailed over their obedience, they grew tired of thefe evafions ; 
and in the beginning of juLy affembled in a tumultuous manner, de- 
manding with loud cries that sHaH HUSSEIN fhould come forth, and 
lead them againft the enemy. 


This prince, who had been fo cowardly as to fhut himfelf up in the 
feraglio fince the beginning of the fiege, was far from yielding to fuch a 
propofal. He ordered fome of his officers to let them know, that he 
would give his anfwer the next day; but the populace infifting that 
he fhould appear himfelf, the eunuchs difperfed them by firing fome 
mufquet fhots from the palace. So extraordinary a behaviour, under fuch 
circumftances, might have occafioned a general infurrection, if ACHMED 
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AGA, governor of ISFAHAN, had not prevented the ill confequences of 
it. This gallant eunuch put himfelf at the head of a body of veteran 
troops, and joining as many of the people as offered themfelves, he 
marched out of the town at the head of near thirty thoufand men, who 
were foon followed by the vai of ARABIA and his ARABS. 


As foon as they got out of the gates, they fell with great impetuofity 
on one of the principal pofts belonging to the enemy ; the troops which 
guarded it were obliged to give way to numbers; and tho’ part of the 
rebel army came immediately to their affiftance, yet ACHMED AGA would 
have maintained his ground, if the varı had not deferted him. AcuMeEp, 
provoked at fo infamous a behaviour, could not diffemble his refentment. 
He ordered his men to fire on the ARABIANS ; and at the fame time gave 
directions to THHMAS KHAN, one of his principal officers, to attack them. 
This divifion flung the troops into diforder ; which the aFGHANs per- 
ceiving, charged them with new vigour, fo that the pers1ans being al- 
moft hemmed in, were obliged at length to abandon the poft, and retire 
under their ramparts. 


The intent of this fally was to open a paflage for the convoy above- 
mentioned, which in all probability would have been followed with the 
raifing of the fiege. AcHMED, who had formed the projeé, fpared no 
pains to render it fuccefsful; but neither his valour nor condué could 
{fcreen him from the difpleafure of the king, who feemed to have fo little 
difcernment, as to fhew no refentment againft any but thofe who were 
faithful to him. This monarch was fo infatuated by the artful difcourfe 
of the VALI of ARABIA, as to impute the misfortune intirely to ACHMED 
AGA: he blamed him openly for fighting in compliance with the im- 
portunity of the people, and without orders from the general: but above 
all, he condemned him for firing upon the ARABIANS: and refufing to 
give ear to what he had to alledge in proof of his innocence, much lefs 
to give him an opportunity of proving the perfidy of the ARABIAN 
prince, he took the government of the city from him. The faithful 
ACHMED Could not furvive this difgrace, together with the approaching 
ruin of his country. Whether he took poifon the night following, or 
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grief overwhelmed him, he died a few days after; and the king too late 
regretted the Jofs of a man, whofe diftinguifhed zeal, bravery, and ex- 
perience, might have faved his diadem. 


CHAP. XXI. 


Confiernation in ISFAHAN. Treachery of MELUCK MAGHMUD governor of 
SEGESTAN, who makes himfelf mafter of KHORASAN. Defcription of the 
famine in ISFAHAN. Capitulation for the furrender of that city. Cere- 
mony of SHAH HUSSEIN’S abdication, MIR MAGHMUD receives the dia- 
dem, and takes poffeffion of ISFAHAN. 


HE death of acHMED caufed as much joy in the camp of the ar- 
GHANS, as confternation in ISFAHAN. All hopes of fuccours were 

now vanifhed ; and, to complete their mifery, even the flefh of horfes and 
other beafts of burthen was become very fcarce. The befieged, thus preffed 
by famine, deferted in crowds; and tho’ the AFGHANS maffacred every 
PERSIAN who fell into their hands, the defertion augmented®. Whether 
ACHMED AGA had been the inftrument of opening the eyes of the king, 
in regard to the vALI of ARABIA, or this monarch made an effort to 
change his fortune, by changing his general; he offered the command 
of the troops to LUTF ALI KHAN. ‘This employment could not fall 
into better hands, if the choice had been made fooner; but things were 
reduced to the laft extremity, moft of the inhabitants having deferted 
in the manner related. A great number had perifhed for want, and the 
remainder, emaciated with hunger, had neither ftrength nor courage to 
make any defperate attempt; fo that this lord not daring to rely upon 
them, and fearing if any mifchance fhould happen, he fhould fall a victim 
to thofe fecret artifices which had deftroyed his brother-in-law the ATHE- 


MAT DOULET, conftantly refufed every offer of that kind. 
S 2 The 


b About this time, father KRUSINSKI, the author of the memoirs, from whence part of this 
hiftory is compiled, obtained leave to remove to JuLFA, ‘Two miflionaries, of the fame order, 
attempted to make their efcape to su1rass, with the FRENCH Conful: one of thefe fathers was 
killed, with fome other evroreans. The conful was wounded on this occafion; however he 
efcaped, with feveral others of his little troop. 
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The vALI of arabia was therefore left to carry on his treafonable 
practices; but SHAH HUSSEIN expecting no longer any fuccours from 
abroad, and defpairing of the fuccefs of any attempt of his people within 
the walls, refolved to renew the negotiation, which the enemy had opened 
at the beginning of the fiege. He fent the KURSHI BASHI to FARABAD, 
with orders to offer MAGHMUD the terms he had demanded ; which were 
to give him one of the princefies his daughters in marriage, with 50,000 
tomans', and to yield to him the provinces of KHORASAN, KHERMAN, and 
KANDAHAR, Ìn full fovereignty. How advantageous foever thefe propofals 
appeared, MAGHMUD was too well acquainted with the fituation of affairs, 
and rejected them with the fame air of pride and difdain, as ALEXANDER 
once affected on a like occafion ; the AFGHAN prince anfwered almoft in 
the fame terms as the GRECIAN hero: “ The king of PERSIA,” faid he, 
“ offers me nothing that is in his difpofal; this prince, and the princefies 
“ are already in my power; he is no longer mafter of thofe three pro- 
“ vinces, which he offers me; the fate of the whole empire is now to 
“ be decided between us.” 


Things were thus fituated, when news came that MELUCK MAGHMUD, « 
governor Of SEGESTAN, was advancing by forced marches to the relief of 
the capital. The king, touched to the heart at the arrogance of the 
AFGHAN chief, imagined that heaven had ftirred up an avenger of his 
caufe. Thefe deluding hopes were augmented, when he heard that this 
general, with 10,000 men under his command, was encamped at GuL- 
NABAD. This event flung the rebel chief once more into great inquietude. 
The fiege had already coft him above 2000 men ; and he could not pre- 
tend to be a match for this army, which was compofed of regular troops, 
and for the forces within the gates, who would certainly make fome de- 
{perate effort to relieve themfelves. Under this anxiety, he thought it 
more advifeable to tempt the fidelity of his new enemy, than to expofe 
himfelf to the hazard of an engagement with an officer, whofe valour 
and military fkill he had already experienced. 
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NAZR ULLA was therefore appointed to repair to GULNABAD, with fuch 
magnificent prefents “, as rather betrayed the fear, than expreffed the 
liberality of the donor. Nazr uULLa executed his commiffion like a man 
of abilities: he reprefented to MELUCK MAGHMUD, that the capital was 
reduced to the laft extremity, and that the reft of the empire being at- 
tacked on every fide, could not avoid its approaching ruin: he made him 
fenfible of the uncertainty of the iflue of a battle, and that the friendthip 
of MIR MAGHMUD might, in the prefent circumftances, procure him ad- 
vantages far fuperior to his prefent expectations : he then laid before him 
the articles of his commiffion, and offered him the alliance and affiftance 
of the AFGHANS, if he inclined to accept the fovereignty of one of the 
provinces of the kingdom. 


The magnificence of the prefents had already dazzled the eyes of 
MELUCK MAGHMUD ; the uncertainty of the iffue of a battle alfo Naggered 
him ; but the ambition of reigning determined his compliance. He made 
KHORASAN his choice, with a view of being fupported in cafe of need by 
the provinces of KANDAHAR and HERAT, which their common intereft 
gave him fufficient reafon to expect. Having therefore concluded the 
treaty, he fet out on his march to take poffeffion of his new dominions. 


MescHED, the capital of that country, which the policy of Asas the 
GREAT had raifed to fo flourifhing a condition, was greatly fallen from 
its former luftre. The ABDOLLEEs and ousBEGs, who made incurfions 
in this neighbourhood, at length took it by ftorm, after a few days fiege ; 
and not fatisfied with {tripping it of the wealth which had been hoarded 
there by the fuperftition of the pERsrans, the inhabitants felt the utmoft 
effects of avarice and cruelty. IsmMAEL KHAN, governor of the province, 
unable to oppofe MELUCK MAGHMUuD, took the refolution of retiring to 
casBIN. Whether the ABDoLLEEs and oussecs had no further view 
than to pillage, and confequently had abandoned their conqueft ; or whe- 
ther the thing was concerted with the AFGHAN prince, the new ufurper 
was received in MESCHED the z2oth of NOVEMBER, and the other cities of 

the 


k Seven horfes magnificently caparifoned, faddles, bridles, a poniard enriched with diamonds, rich 
tufs, and gold callyans. 
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1722. the province knowing he was a scias, made no difficulty to acknow- 


ledge him for their fovereign. 


The joy which the approach of this general had occafioned in ISFA- 
HAN, ferved only to heighten the forlorn condition to which they were 
reduced. The exorbitant pay of the military people, had exhaufted the 
sHAH’s treafure; fo that the next expedient was to carry all the gold and 
filver plate in the palace, to the mint; and when this was all gone, the 
king borrowed confiderablc fums on his jewels, of different merchants, 
but efpecially of the ENGLISH and DutTcH’. At length, the latter end of 
SEPTEMBER, When there was neither money nor provifions left, this un- 
fortunate prince ordered his minifters to go and treat for a capitulation. 


MacuMup might at this time have regulated the conditions as he 
pleafed ; but this dangerous rebel had further views. He forefaw that he 
could never be fafe in IsFAHAN, fo long as the inhabitants were greatly 
fuperior in number to his troops; for which reafon he took his meafures, 
that a confiderable part of thofe who remained, might perifh with hunger, 
before he figned the treaty. It is true, he might have dettroyed them at 
once, by ordering a general aflault, which, in their miferable condition, 
would have been the leaft act of cruelty ; his chief officers preffed him 
to this for fome time, giving for reafon, that this a@tion would not only 
facilitate the conqueft of the reft of the empire, by the terror which it 
would {pread in all parts; but moreover, that it would juftify his inva- 
fion, fince according to the law, there is no better title to a crown, than 
taking it by the fword. Whether he was afraid of lofing part of his beft 
troops, or intended to preferve from the greedy hands of his foldiers, the 
great riches of this fo late flourifhing a city, he lay {till within his lines, 
during the laft two months of the fiege, amufing himfelf with the idea 
of his future grandeur ; whilft the befieged flattered themfelves with the 
hopes of an accommodation, which he never intended. 


What heart can reflect without horror, on the dreadful circumftances 
of the famine, caufed by this artful condu&! In the month of aucusr, 
horfes, mules, and other beafts of burthen, were become fo exceflive 


dear, 
! The putcu alone lent him 340,000 crowns. 
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dear, that none but the king, and the principal lords about him, or fome 
of the wealthieft inhabitants, could afford to eat of them. Notwith- 
{tanding the averfion which the perstans have from their religion for 
dogs, and fome other animals, which they look upon as unclean, yet as 
many as they could find, were confumed in a few days: the people after- 
wards fed on the bark of trees, łeaves, and leather, which they foftened 
with boiling water; but when this fad refource was alfo exhaufted, they 
had no other fupport than human flefh. Never was fo much of it eaten 
in any fiege as this. What pencil can defcribe their hollow eyes, their 
trembling knees, their emaciated bodies! Death, in his ghaftly form, ap- 
peared in their livid countenances, whilft they were cutting flices of hu- 
man bodies to fupport the feeble remains of life: fome were even tran- 
{ported by the violence of hunger, to murder their fellow-citizens, or 
young children, to feaft on their bodies. Under this tamentable neceflity 
of perifhing by famine, or of fupporting themfelves by means fo contrary 
to nature, feveral poifoned themfelves together with their whole family. 
The ftreets, the public fquares, and the very gardens of the palace, were 
ftrewed with dead bodies, which no one had the heart or ftrength to 
bury. ‘The water of the zENDEROUD was fo corrupted by the number 
of carcafes thrown into it, that there was no poffibility of drinking of it; 
and m a lefs wholefome climate ™, the air muft have been infe&led to that 
degree, as to deftroy what few inhabitants were left alive. Such was the 
miferable fituation of this unhappy city for above two months. The 
ARMENIANS were received in JULFA, excepting fuch as had carried pro- 
vifions to the enemy, contrary to the prohibition of MAGHMUD; but if 
any of the PERSIANS were fo defperate as to go thither, they were fure 
to meet with death: neither age nor fex could protect them from the 
barbarity of the arcHANs; the men were maflacred, and the women 
and children thrown into wells. 





The 21ft of OCTOBER, SHAH HUSSEIN, clad in mourning, went out 
of his palace on foot, and walked thro’ the principal ftreets of ISFA- 
HAN. ‘This unfortunate monarch bewailed aloud the misfortunes of his 

reign, 


m The air of 1sEAHAN Is remarkably rarified ; it refembles much that of MapR1p, as I was aflured . 


by a Jefuit, who lived many years in both cities. 


1722. 





1722. 
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reign, imputing them to the bad counfels of his minfters; he endeavoured 
alfo to comfort the multitude that furrounded him, with the hopes of their 
meeting with a better fate, under a new government. ‘This fpeech from 
a prince, whofe gentlenefs of nature was the fault which had ever be- 
trayed him, and by which he was now reduced to this ftate of humilia- 
tion, after a reign of eight and twenty years, could not but make a fen- 
fible impreffion on the people, who in {pite of their own mifery, in the 
bitternefs of their fouls lamented the difgrace of their fovereign. 


The king having thus taken his leave of his fubjeéts the 22d of ocTo- 
BER, fent plenipotentiaries the day following, to fign the capitulation. 
By this act, he obliged himfelf to refign the empire to the conqueror, 
and to yield himfelf up into his hands, with the principal officers of his 
court. MaGuMup on the other fide, promifed that no ill treatment fhould 
be offered, neither to the king, the nobility, nor any of the inhabitants. 
This treaty being figned, the day following ” macn mun fent horfes for 
the king and his court: this unfortunate prince having facrificed five 
camels °, perhaps the only ones left, mounted on horfe-back, in com- 
pany with about three hundred perfons, among whom were the vat of 
ARABIA, the ATHEMAT DOULET, a brother of the vALI of LoRISTAN, 
and the principal lords of the court; they moved on flowly, with their 
eyes fixed on the ground; the few inhabitants who had ftrength to fee 
this mournful cavalcade, exprefied their grief by a gloomy filence, which 
prefaged the fad effects of this melancholy event. 


It was now paft noon, when two couriers arrived, to give notice to 
the grand mafter of the ceremonies of MAGHMUD’s court, that the king 
was drawing near. Thefe officers immediately entered MAGHMUD’s tent, 
who to humble the persians ftill more, difpatched the fame couriers back, 
with orders to the sHAH, to halt at the foot of a hill near the camp, under 
the pretence that MAGHMuUD was afleep. Thus the unhappy HUSSEIN 
was treated with marks of fervitude, even before he had quitted the en- 

figns 


a The 23d of ocrozser 1722, was the day on which this cataftrophe happened. o They 
were killed without any ceremony ; I do not know for what purpofe this facrifice was ordered ; that 


of one camel, which feems to be prefcribed by the law, fhould have been made at mecca, the 
10th of the preceding moon. 
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figns of royalty; he tarried about half an hour at the place prefcribed, 1722. 
and then obtaining leave to continue his march, he arrived at FARABAD, 
where the AFGHAN chief had his head quarters. 


The grand mafter of the ceremonies introduced him into a hall, at the 
corner ? of which MAGHMUD was feated, leaning on a cufhion of cloth of 
gold. ‘The king advancing towards the middle of the chamber, faluted 
him, faying, SELAM ALEIOocOM’. ‘The AFGHAN then rofe up, and re- 
turned the falute, with the fame compliment; after which, the ATHE- 
MAT DOULET conducted the king to another corner, on the left of MAGH- 
MUD, where a place was prepared for him, like that which was occu- 
pied by this rebel prince. 


The king being feated, opened the converfation by faying: ‘* Son, 

‘ fince the great fovereign of the world is no longer pleafed that I fhould 
« reign, and the moment is come which he has pointed out for thee to 
‘< afcend the throne of persia, I refign the empire to thee with all my 
© heart: I with that thou mayft rule it in all profperity.” At the fame 
time he took the royal plume of feathers* from his turbant, and gave it 
to MAGHMUD’s grand vizir; but this prince refufing to receive it from 
the vizir, the king ftood up, and taking it again, faftened it himfelf to 
the ufurper’s turbant, faying, “ reign in peace ;’ after which he retired, 
and fat down in his place. Macumup continued fitting, while HUSSEIN 
was fixing this mark of fovereignty on his turbant. Coffee and tea were 
afterwards ferved up; and the AFGHAN prince, taking thefe liquors, ad- 
drefled himfelf to the king after this manner: ‘* Such is the inftability 
“ of human grandeur: Gop difpofes of empires as he pleafes, and takes 
“ them from one nation to give them to another: but I promife to con- 
« fider you always as my own father ; and I will undertake nothing for 
“ the future without your advice.’ After thefe words, HUSSEIN was in- 
vited 


P The corner is the moft honourable place in orn1ENTAL countries. It is alfo the moft commo- 
dious, as it is the only one in which a perfon can lean on both fides on the cufhions, which are placed 
round the walls. 4 All hail: this compliment is feldom given but to people of the fame per- 
{uafion in religion; it is the higheft expreffion of refpeé. r This plume of feathers is called 
the GIGA, and is the mark of fovereignty. See Vol. IV. page 4. 
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1722, Vited into another apartment, which had been appointed for him; and 
4000 AFGHANS were ordered to take poffeffion of the royal palace, and of 
the gates of the city. 





Thus the reign of the serrres, after having lafted 223 years, ended 
at length in the perfon of SHAH HUSSEIN °, the tenth fucceffor of ISMAEL 
the firft king, and founder of this dynafty. 


* We may with propriety fay it ended, fince his fon T#@umas was too weak or two unfortunate to 
re-eftablifh it, 
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ASHREFF quits MAGHMUD’S army. MaGuHMup afcends the throne, and 
receives the homage of SHAH HUSSEIN, and the grandees of PERSIA. 
He regulates the civil adminiftration. T ÆHMAS MYRZA takes the title 
of king. Macumup orders new levies to be raifed in KANDAHAR. He 
fends NAZR ULLA, with a detachment of troops, to lay fiege to CASBIN. 
TAuHMaAS retires upon the approach of the AFGHAN army. CaASBIN 


furrenders. 
i event. ASHREFF SULTAN had not forgot the danger to which 
the efcape of TÆHMAS MYRZA had expofed him ; but continued 
apprehenfive left that very protection which had faved him, fhould be im- 
puted to him as a new crime, by a prince who was upon the point of being 


abfolute mafter. As foon therefore as this AFGHAN prince received notice 
s that 


HE tranquillity of the new reign was difturbed by a fudden 








1722. 


1722, 
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that SHAH HUSSEIN had fubmitted, he deferted his poft, defigning to retreat 
to KANDAHAR, under an efcort of an hundred chofen horfe. Macumup, 
fenfible of the confequence of fuch a defertion, {ent NAZR ULLA in purfuit 
of him with five hundred horfe: this general made fuch hafte, that he over- 
took him at vERSENE, a village twenty leagues diftant, from whence he 
brought him back to the camp. Macumup had meditated his deftruc- 
tion, but he efcaped the fecond time. He was really more beloved by 
the foldiers, than MAGHMUD himfelf, and they talked openly of retiring 
to KANDAHAR, if any attempt fhould be made to take away his life, 
MacGuHmMup therefore thought it beft to forgive him, at leaft to diffemble 
his refentment. 





His thoughts were now employed in regard to the ceremony of afcend- 
ing the throne, which had been juft refigned to him. The 27th of the 
fame month, was the day appointed for this folemnity. AMAN OLA 
pofted centinels on the turrets, and other lofty edifices, to obferve the 
motions of the people. The two kings marched out of the camp of 
the AFGHANS, and advanced towards the town. MacGumup, in order 
to {hew himfelf to his new fubjects, took his rout by the bridge of sx1- 
RAss, fo that he traverfed the city to reach the palace. 


The proceffion was opened by ten officers on horfe-back, and about 
2000 cavalry, among whom were feveral lords of the court of PERSIA. 
Next came the mafter of the horfe to the AFGHAN prince, at the head 
of fifteen led horfes magnificently caparifoned; he was followed by fome 
mufqueteers on foot, and thefe by ro00 common infantry. Immediately 
after came the grand mafter of the ceremonies, in the midft of 300 ne- 
groes drefied in fcarlet cloth. Thefe negros had been chofen from among 
the flaves of IsFAHAN, to compofe the conqueror’s guard. Forty paces 
from thence was MAGHMUD, mounted on a horfet, of which the vALI 
of ARABIA had made him a prefent, on the day of the abdication. The 
unfortunate HUSSEIN rode on his left fide. Thefe princes were fol- 
lowed by about 300 pages on horfe-back. The MUFTI”, and AMAN 
OLA“, whom MAGHMUD had appointed his grand vizir; MULLAH SAF- 


FRAN, 
* It is faid that this horfe coft 4000 crowns. u The judge who decides on points of law 


Y He is alfo called aman OLA KHAN, tho’ his title of KHAN has not been obferved. 
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FRAN *, and NAZR ULLA”, one of his generals; Moura Moussa his high 1722 


treafurer, and MAHOMMED AGA fteward of his houfhold, fucceeded next ; 
after thefe came the ATHEMAT DOULET, and the principal officers of the 
dethroned monarch, mixed with the crowd of AFGHAN officers. The 
whole was clofed by 100 camels, each loaded with one of the harque- 
bufes already mentioned, preceded by 600 muficians, and followed by 
near 6000 horfe. 


As foon as they had pafied over the bridge of SHIRASS, SHAH HUSSEIN 
was conducted crofs the gardens of the palace, to the place of his con- 
finement. MacGumup feemed to think it impolitic to lead the conquer’d 
king in triumph, but continued his march, and foon arrived at the gates 
of the town. ‘The inhabitants, notwithftanding their grief, felt a relief 
from their mifery, in this change, in hopes of fupporting their lives ; 
which induced them to give fome external marks of refpect to their new 
mafter. ‘They laid rich ftuffs under his horfes feet, and filled the air 
with perfumes. ‘The guns on the camels backs were often fired, as they 
marched along; and in the intervals, the ten arenans who walked at 
the head of the procefflion, pronounced loud imprecations againft the fol- 
lowers of ALI. 


In this order the new monarch came to the royal palace”; having 
feated himfelf on the throne, he was faluted the fecond time, as king of 
PERSIA, by the captive HUSSEIN, who was brought here for that pur- 
pofe ; after which he received the oath of allegiance, of the princes, 
minifters, grandees, chief officers, and principal citizens. Soon after, 
the artillery of the town and citadel proclaimed the news to the people ; 
and the ceremony concluded with an entertainment, which the suLTAN?, 
for fo he was afterwards called, gave to the deputies who came in the 
name of all the citizens, to acknowledge his authority. 


Notwithftanding this great change of fortune, MAGHMUD did not for- 
get himfelf; for it may be truly faid, that in the beginning he ruled like 


a 
x This was MAGHMUD’s chief ecclefiattic. Y Nazr ULLA was alfo denominated NAZR 
ULLA SULTAN. z DevLET KANE, the habitation of greatnefís. àa SHAH HUSSEIN 


was alfo called suit Tan, which feemed to be an additional mark of honour, but snan is the proper 


title of the PERSIAN kings. This prince was frequently ftiled sHaAH SULTAN HUSSEIN, a writing 
which I have adopted. 


/ 
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a prince born to the throne. As the moft preffing bufinefs was now to 
put a ftop to the dreadful famine, which was ftill confuming the few 
inhabitants, he gave proper orders for a fupply of provifions; thefe were 
fo punctually obeyed, that the very day he made his entrance, a batman 
of bread coft only one crown, which the day before was hardly to be had 
at any price. He then applied himfelf to the regulation of public affairs, 
in which he difplayed the abilities of a confummate ftatefman. It was 
equally dangerous to commit the feveral fubordinate branches of the ad- 
miniftration to his own officers ; or to continue them in the hands of the 
minifters of the late fovereign; for he could no more expe experience 
from the one, than fidelity from the other. Macumup was fenfible of 
this inconvenience ; he therefcre confirmed the pers1ans in their employ- 
ments, but affociated with each of them a collegue of his own nation. 








By this piece of policy, he not only formed minifters to his liking, 
but likewife prevented the jealoufy and averfion, which his new fubje@ts 
would have conceived, from his difcarding the old miniftry. He left no 
other poft than that of DIVAN BEGHI, entirely to an AFGHAN; prefuming 
that good fenfe and equity, were fufficient for the difcharge of the duties 
of this office. Whatever was his motive, he had no reafon to repent of 
his choice; for the persrans themfelves were foon aftonifhed, to fee 
juftice adminiftered with more rectitude and integrity by a foreign nation, 
than it had been during the reign of their natural fovereign*. The people 
were {creened from violence by the fevereft prohibitions ; and the fafety 
of the conquerors was provided for by the ftricteft difcipline. So prudent 
a conduct, infenfibly diminifhed the confternation of the inhabitants, which 
was at length entirely removed, by punifhing the treafon of thofe who 
had been inftrumental to his conqueft, verifying that common obferva- 
tion, that we hate the traitor, tho’ the treafon may be convenient. 


MAGHMUuD ordered all thofe to be arrefted, who, contrary to the alle- 
giance due to their fovereign, had maintained a correfpondence with the AF- 
GHANS 


b 12 4 pounds ENGLIsH for five fhillings © This might well be under fuch a reign as 


that of Hussein, for it might be emphatically faid of it, “ Woe be to thee, O land, whofe king 
‘< is a child, and whofe princes eat in the morning,” 
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GHANs during the fiege. They were all executed as guilty of high treafon ; 
their memory was branded with infamy; their eftates were confifcated, and 
their bodies expofed in the public market place. The vALI of ARABIA, 
though the moft criminal, was the only one who was not put to death. 
It was imagined, that MAGHMUD had made an oath never to take away 
his life ; but perhaps he was afraid of provoking the arass by the death 
of their chief; however his villainy did not efcape with impunity, for 
MAGHMu D confifcated his eftate, and condemned him to perpetual imə 
prifonment. His hereditary principality, which was that of CHUSISTAN $, 
was given to one of his coufin-germans, who had ferved in the rebel 
army; and MAGHMUD engaged to put him in poffeffion of it, as foon as 
the fituation of his affairs would permit. ‘The manner in which he be- 
haved to the late ATHEMAT DOULET, was not lefs agreeable to the PER- 
stANs. ‘This minifter had the courage to put a reftriction on the oath of 
allegiance, which he {wore to the new fovereign, by begging to be ex- 
cufed from ever bearing arms again{ft prince T@umMas. MAGHĦHMUD car- 
ried his policy on this occafion fo far, as publicly to commend the gene- 
rous behaviour of that minifter; and even affected to thew him a par- 
ticular efteem and confidence on that very account. 


The PERSIANS were not the only people who had reafon to commend 
the beginning of the new reign ; the confuls of EUROPEAN nations were 
confirmed in their privileges ; and the miffionaries obtained the free ex- 
ercife of their religion in their churches in ISFAHAN and jyuLFA. Such 
appearances of equity in a prince, who had been hitherto confidered 
only as a chief of banditti, drew part of the inhabitants to town, who had 
fled for fhelter to the country. SHAH HUSSEIN was almoft the only per- 
fon in the empire, who had any occafion to complain, Macumup took 
from him a great number of young women flaves, who compofed his 
harram, and diftributed them among his principal officers. This mo- 
narch had carried his fenfuality to fuch a height, as to render all his 
fubjects tributary to his pleafures; the influence of his eunuchs, which 
was the ruin of the empire, arofe from his boundlefs gratifications. How- 


ever, 


d Ts the antient susiana. The arass call this province after the name of its capital AHOU AS, 
It borders upon the PERSIAN gulph, and the banks of the EUPHRATES. 


1722, 
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ever, he was now reduced to the company of five of his women, and 
five domeftics. The princes of the blood were fhut up in another quar- 
ter of the palace, and guarded in the fame manner as himéfelf, by a 
hundred men. MacGumup, to all appearance, acted thus from a {pirit 
of ceconomy; for in other refpects he fhewed a great regard for this 
prince, confulting him on every occafion, and omitting nothing in his 
power that might footh his misfortunes. SHAH HusSEIN, before his ab- 
dication, had married one of his daughters to the sEDR®: the new fultan 
followed this example, and gave away the eldeft of the remaining prin- 
cefles in marriage to his MuFTI; and was married himfelf to the youngetft 
with great folemnity. This refpectful behaviour, joined to the neceffity 
of obeying, induced the dethroned monarch at length to write a circular 
letter, by which he ratified his abdication, and enjoined all the inhabi- 
tants, both in town and country, to acknowledge the victor’s authority. 


152 


During thefe tranfactions, TH&HMAS MYRZA, who was at CASBIN, 
having heard of the furrender of isFAHAN, and the ceffion of the crown, 
took the title of sHau, and was acknowledged as fuch by the provinces 
that continued true to their allegiance. This ftep ferved as a pretext 
to gratify the avarice of MAGHMuD; for he no fooner heard of it, than 
he demanded 120,000 tomans f of the city, to defray the expences of 
the war. At the fame time he laid a tax of 20,000 tomans £ on the 
king’s firft phyfician: this man had been for a long time his mafter’s 
chief favourite, and was juftly charged with having made no other ufe 
of his credit, than to hoard up immenfe riches, and to deftroy the prime 
minifter FATEY AL1 KHAN, by an artifice, which occafioned, as we have 
related, the total fubverfion of the ftate. As thefe circumftances had 
rendered him odious to his nation, the AFGHANS made no fcruple of 
treating him with the utmoft rigour. His treafure, and the fum which 
ISFAHAN was obliged to raife, having been carried to the prince’s coffers, 
the great treafurer, MOULA MOUSSAH, received orders to repair to KAN- 
DAHAR, and to employ thefe fums in making new levies: accordingly 
he fet out {oon after. Macumup hearing that casBin was one of thofe 

cities 
€ SEDR AL SCHERIAH, Chief juftice. The Turks call this officer murri, and the AFGHANS 
MIANGI. f 300,000 Ž. E 50,000 /. 
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cities which had acknowledged prince Tmumas, he turned his thoughts 1722. 
that way. It is pretended that his defign was to yield this city and its 
dependencies in full fovereignty to AMAN OLA, as an equivalent for the 
throne and treafures of sHAH HUSSEIN; which, according to their original 
compact, he ought to have fhared with him. MacGumup now entrufted 

this general with a detachment of 6000 AFGHANS, and 4000 foreign 
troops; ASHREFF and NAZR ULLA having joined this little army, they 
marched from IsFAHAN towards the end of NOVEMBER. 


T#HMAS, prefuming that the arGHANs would not open the campaign 
at the latter end of autumn, when the weather is pretty fevere in thofe 
parts, had, by the advice of his prime minifter, put his troops into quar- 
ters: he was therefore in no capacity of making head againft the enemy. 
As foon as he heard of their approach, he withdrew to zZENGAN, and 
from thence to TAvRis, but in no circumftances fuitable to the dignity 
of a fovereign. ‘The cities of CASHAN, KOOM, and KIARE, which lay in 
the direct road, fent deputies to meet AMAN OLA, and to ranfom them- 
felves from pillage. ‘This general encamped the 2oth of DECEMBER 
within three leagues of casBIn. As foon as the inhabitants knew that 
the AFGAHNS were arrived within their diftrit, they fent deputies to 
meet them. AMAN OLA was conducted into the city with the found of 
drums, and other military inftruments. He took up his quarters, with 
great part of his army, in the palace", whilft the reft of the troops were 
lodged in the houfes of the citizens. 





The joy which this news occafioned at MAGHMUD’s court, was allayed 
by another piece of intelligence, which came focn after. MOULA Moussa, 
who was commiffioned to convoy the treafure to KANADHAR, had entered 
the province of sEGESTAN without any oppofition; but MYRZA `ISMAEL, 
governor of BANDA‘, having attacked him on his march, Moussa and.his 
convoy were put to flight, and obliged to abandon the treafure, It is 
affirmed that the money amounted to 150,000 tomans * 


h See Vol. I. page 231. ! A ftrong fortrefs in that province. k 175,000 Š, 
which {ome hiftorians report to have been fent to sHAH TÆHMAS by ISMAEL. 
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CHA PP. ASIL 


PETER the GREAT invades the northern provinces of PERSIA. Operations 
of the RUSSIAN army. Persia threatened by the turks. The inhabi- 
tants of CASBIN fake up arms, and drive away the AFGHANS. Artful 
behaviour of MAGHMUD upon that occafion. 


AGHMUD was not the only formidable enemy, that appeared 
in arms againft the crown of PERSIA. PETER the GREAT being 
convinced that commerce is the only fource of riches, and confequently 
the bafis of the fplendor of a ftate, defigned to open a communication 
between the CASPIAN and EUXINE feas, by joining the voLGA and the 
pon!; as he had already opened a communication by a canal, between 
the voLGa and the Neva, which communicates with the BALTIC; by 
this means he had rendered ST. PETERSBURG, on the fide of EUROPE, what 
ASTRACHAN was on the fide of as1a. As he was fenfible, that the com- 
merce of AsrA could not be conveniently carried on but by the CASPIAN 
fea, he ordered a chart of it to be made; he likewife fent prince BECKA- 
WITZ ™ into TARTARY, where he was barbaroufly murdered. The 
cruelty with which the ousBEGs maflacred a whole caravan coming from 
CHINA in 1721, having revived the memory of this unhappy cataftrophe, 
and of the outrages committed againft the Russ1aNn merchants at the tak- 
ing of SHAMAKIE”; the RUSSIAN emperor was induced to fend an em- 
baffador into PERsIA, This minifter was commiffioned to nake his com- 
plaints to SHAH HUSSEIN, if this prince was ftill upon the throne, concern- 
ing what had paffed in sHIRvAN ; and if he no longer reigned, to infiit 
upon the ufurper’s giving fatisfaction for the behaviour of the LESGEEs, 
the ousBEGS, and his other allies. 





It is very probable, that the real motive of the embafly was to examine 
the fituation of the affairs of that kingdom, of which the RussIAN court 
had received but imperfect accounts) MaAcGHMmuD, to whom the Rus- 

SIAN 


1 See Vol. I. page 99. m See his hiftory, Vol. I, chap 29. n By the LESGEEs. 
See page 93. 
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SIAN minifter addreffed himfelf, made anfwer, “ ‘That he was defirous 1722. 
“ of living upon good terms with the czar, whom fame had reprefented 

‘© asa wife and warlike prince; but asthe people he complained of were 

« neither his allies nor fubjects, he could not prefcribe laws to them, nor 

« be accountable for their conduct. He therefore recommended to him, 

“ to provide for the fecurity of the caravans henceforwards by ftrong 

“© convoys, unlefs he chofe to enter into an alliance with thofe nations, 

“ through whofe territories they were to pafs.” 


The czar was not fatished with this anfwer ; the opportunity was fa- 
vourable to make himfelf mafter of the weftern fhore of the CASPIAN. 
For this purpofe, he affembled in the neighbourhood of asTRACHAN, an 
army of 30,000 men, compofed of thofe veterans who had ferved in the 
war with SWEDEN ; thefe were joined by a body of TARTARS, COSSACKS, 
and KHALMUCKs, The 29th of yuty, he embarked on the cAsPIAN, and 
anchored the 4th of aucustT atthe mouth of the river of TERKI, onthe 
frontiers of DAGHESTAN. From thence a lieutenant was difpatched to 
TARKU, with orders to deliver to ALDI GHERAI, one of the princes of 
the LESGEES, a manifefto, in which the czar pretended, according to the 
ordinary ftile of fuch writings, “ That it was not any ambitious view of 
“< enlarging his dominions that brought him thither; but an intent to 
‘* refcue the king of persra, and his loyal fubjeéts, from the tyranny of 
“ the AFGHANS; and to chafítife thofe rebels, for the diforders and exceffes 
“ which they had committed againft the Russ1ans: he concluded, with 
“ threatening fevere punifhments againft thofe who fhould perfift in their 
“ rebellion.” Thefe manifeftos were alfo fent to DERBEND, SHAMAKIE, 
and BAKU. 


During thefe tranfactions, a brigadier, who had been detached with a 
body of 6000 horfe to take poffeffion of aNDREOF, was attacked by sooo 
of the inhabitants of that place; but he gave them fo warm a reception, 
that he drove them back into the town, which was foon abandoned to pil- 
lage. The tenth of aucusrt the fleet landed the infantry at AHRAHIN near 
SULACK, Where they threw up fome entrenchments to cover themfelves : 

U 2 here 
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1722. here the SHAMKALL ALDI GHERAI, the lords of Gorsk1 and AXAN, and 


the fultan of a diftrict, whofe name was MAHOMMED, were prefented 
to the CZAR. ALDI GHERAI received the RUSSIANS into TARKU: the 
end of the month the army refumed their march, paffed the rivers MA- 
NAS, AHCHY, and BOYNAK, and encamped on the borders of the NITZI. 
The suLTAN MAHOMMED oppofed their march with a body of 10,000 
men; but after a fharp encounter, his troops were put to flight. 





The firft of SEPTEMBER the army encamped on the banks of the 
BUHAN, where they received intelligence, that the inhabitants of BAKU 
earneftly defired the protection of the czar againft the infults of the 
LESGEES, who had vexed them with inroads for two years. As the 
army drew near to DERBEND °, the governor marched out of the town, 
followed by the principal inhabitants, and prefented the keys to the Rrus- 
staAN monarch. This prince was received with the found of a numerous 
artillery, and the acclamations of the people. Paffing thro’ the town, 
he encamped at a {mall diftance from the walls, on the fouth fide. The 
fituation of this place, I have already obferved, is fuch as conftitutes it the 
gate into asIa. After this conqueft, he refolved to return home: having 
therefore confirmed the governor ? in his office, and left a garrifon of two 
thoufand RussIAns in the citadel, he ordered part of his troops to march 
back : of thefe, fome were re-imbarked, and others went by land to ASTRA- 
cHAN; thofe remaining being fufficient to extend his conqueft the next 
year: he arrived himfelf in that city by fea the middle of OCTOBER. 


While the Russ1ans were making themfelves mafters of the northern 
provinces of PERSIA, this unhappy empire faw a new ftorm impending 
towards the weft. The port having been informed by SHAH HUSSEIN’s 
own embaflador, of the extremity to which his mafter was reduced, 
thought of reaping fome advantage by his misfortunes. The opportunity 
was favourable, as fhe was fecured againft her ancient enemy by the 
treaty of PAssAROWITz% The fpirit of faction, which generally pre- 





cedes 
> aS IN TURKISH, DEMIR 


The city is confidered as 
3 Concluded the 21 


P Dersenp, in the persran language, fignifies a {trong fortification 
capi, by which name they call this place, is a gate of iron. 
diftinét from the citadel, in the latter a russian officer commanded. 
of yuLy 1718 with the emperor CHARLES VI. 
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cedes the fubverfion of monarchies, had diffufed itfelf from ISFAHAN into 
the weftern provinces; fo that the rurks had all reafon to expect that 
they might extend their conqueft with a rapid progrefs. Things being 
thus fituated, the PERSIAN minifter was ordered to depart from CONSTAN- 
TINOPLE in the month of APRIL; and the grand vizir turned his whole 
attention to improve thefe favourable circumftances to the advantage of 
the OTTOMAN empire. Such were the different motions of thefe powers 
to the end of this year. 


We fhall now fee what was tranfacting in the center of pErs1a during 
the courfe of the enfuing year. The city of cassın had no reafon to 
be long pleafed with the change of government; for AMAN OLA was 
hardly mafter of the place, when his infatiable avarice prompted him to 
treat the inhabitants with all the rigour which MacHMup generally fhewed 
to conquered cities. ‘Thefe extortions, and the unbridled licentioufnefs 
of the foldiery, foon alienated the minds of the people. The yoke grow- 
ing more intolerable every day, the leading men among them affembled 
privately, to confult on the means of delivering themfelves from this op- 
preffive tyranny. It was refolved, that part of the inhabitants fhould at- 
tack the royal palace at an hour appointed, while the reft were to fall 
{word in hand upon the arcuans difperfed in different quarters of the 
town ; and to the end that their fignal might caufe no alarm, it was agreed 
to ftrike the firft blow at the found of the horn, which they make ufe of 
a little after fun-fet, to give the people notice that the baths are ready. 


The eighth of JANUARY was the day fixed for putting their defign in 
execution. The confpirators had made all the neceffary difpofitions, and 
were waiting only for the critical moment of taking their full revenge ; 
when fome fufpicious appearances determined them to anticipate the time. 
They had perceived early in the afternoon, that the arGHANS abandoned 
fome of their pofts, and took poffeffion of others; and that they were 
affembling in a body, in a manner which feemed to exprefs the fear of 
danger. Upon this the confpirators took to their arms with great preci- 
pitation, and, without waiting for any other fignal, fell upon the enemy 
on every fide with the utmoft fury. 


AMAN 
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1723. AMAN OLA, alarmed at the report of mufquets, mounted on horfe- 
back, and hurried away to the great {quare, whither the common danger 
had brought moft of the arGHANs together. Both parties were equally 
animated with the fpirit of hatred and revenge, which rendered the vic- 
tory for fome time dubious. AMAN oLa, though wounded in the right 
fhoulder by a mufquet ball, continued to encourage his troops by his ex- 
ample; but feeing them in danger of being overpowered by numbers, he 
was obliged at length to retreat to the palace, where not thinking himéelf 
fecure, he went thro’ the gardens by a private way, and got out of the 
reach of the enemy. The arcuHAns loft 1600 men in this action; their 
flight was fo precipitate, that they left all their baggage and treafure be- 
hind them, and their flaves recovered their liberty. 


No fooner did this melancholy news reach the ear of MAGHMUD, by 
an exprefs meflenger from AMAN OLA; than this prince refolved upon 


an expedient, to prevent an infurrection in IsFAHAN. He ordered the 
guns to be fired, giving out that his general had taken TÆHMAS MYRZA 
prifoner ; and to confirm this report, he caufed illuminations and other 
public rejoicings to be made, which ferved as a pretext to double the 
guards, and to hinder any ftranger from entering the city. This piece 
of policy could not be exerted upon a more proper occafion; for as the 
fending away the detachment under aman oLa had confiderably weak- 
ened the army, there was room to apprehend, that the people of IsFA- 


HAN, upon being informed of what had paffed, might attempt to follow 
the example of the inhabitants of CAsBIN, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


MAGHMUD orders the PERSIAN minifters and lords to be maffacred. Arri- 
val of a TURKISH envoy. IsFAHAN Zs almoft depopulated. Excurfions 
of NAZR ULIA. Heavy contributions laid upon the EUROPEAN traders. 


HE great uneafinefs which the affair of casBin had created in the 1723 
mind of MAGHMUD, was in fome meafure removed a few days 
after, by the return of the detachment under AMAN oLa. But how dif- 
ferent was their appearance! When they fet out upon the expedition, their 
numbers, their fpirit, their intrepid countenance feemed to promife new 
victories; but the exceflive cold, againft which they were not provided, 
and the wounds which numbers of them had received, had rendered them 
rather objects of compaffion than fear. The mifery and hardfhips they 
had endured, deftroyed many of them on the road, and the remainder 
were harraffed by their march, and difpirited by their defeat. 


AsHREFF, upon leaving casBIN, had taken the road to KANDAHAR 
with 300 horfe, from an apprehenfion that this infurrection would be 
followed by a general revolt; or from a defire of freeing himfelf from 
the danger, to which the jealoufy of MAGHMuD continually expofed him; 
fo that tHis army, by no means appeared the fame, as that which had left 
ISFAHAN two months before. 


Macumup now refolved on a project which he had been meditating 
for fome time. The infurrection of casBin made fuch an impreffion on 
him, that he thought himfelf in great danger in the midft of a numerous 
and difaffected multitude, with only a handful of foldiers about him. 
The ordinary fuggeftion of his cruel mind under thefe circumftances was 
that of murder; for by putting one part of them to death, he hoped to 
remain more abfolute mafter of the other. ‘To prevent this barbarous ex- 
pedient from caufing the very infurre€tion which he apprehended, he 
determined to begin with thofe, whofe credit, rank, or birth, might en- 
able them to form or fupport a faction. With this intent, the very fame 
day that AMAN OLA arrived, he invited the minifters, lords, and other PER- 
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sIAN Chiefs, to a public entertainment. ‘They came without any mif- 
truft, to the number of three hundred ; but as foon as they were feated, 
his guard fell upon them with their fabres, and barbaroufly murdered them. 


Among thefe victims to his infernal policy, were the great chancellor of 
the empire, the governor of IsFAHAN and his younger brother, both of 
them brothers of MAHOMMED KOULE KHAN, prince of GEORGIA; the 
KHAN Of COKHILAN, the grand mafter of the artillery, and moft of the 
principal perfons of note belonging to the court of HussEIN. The ATHE- 
MAT DOULET was {fpared, in confideration of his brother’s having faci- 
litated the efcape of the aFGHANs at the affair of cassin. The horror 
of this cruel execution, was increafed by the circumftance attending the 
murder of a boy of twelve years of age. He was fon to ROSTAM MYRZA 
prince of GEORGIA, and as he had been adopted by an arcnan, he fled 
for fhelter during the maffacre to the officers of that nation, whofe pro- 
tection he implored with tears; but neither his tender years, nor the 
follicitations of the officers could fave him: he was torn from them and 
butchered. 


The bodies of thofe that were maflacred, were expofed on the MEIDAN 
before the palace. ‘To prevent their pofterity from rifing up in revenge, 
MAGHMUD gave orders for all their children alfo to be murdered. The 
impious manner in which he relieved his daftardly fears of thefe’children, 
was yet more fhocking. Two hundred young perfons of the firft nobility 
of PERSIA and GEORG1A, were led together from the academy where they 
were educated, to an open field; and being there permitted to run for 
their lives, the AFGHANS galloped after them, and enjoyed the horrible 
{port of chafing them like favage beafts, till they were all flaughtered. 
Macumup, whofe defign was to fecure the throne by the total extirpation 
of the nobility, to colour fo flagitious a conduét, pretended that thefe young 
lords had formed a confpiracy againft his life. His barbarous policy did not 
{top here: he had picked out of sHaH HUSSEIN’s guards, and other troops 
belonging to that prince, near 3000 men, and taken them into his pay. 
Thefe he affembled in an area within the palace, under the pretence of giv- 
ing them an extraordinary allowance of pLEo; and while they were eating 


7 it, 





Chap. XXIV. SULTAN MIR MAGHMUD. I6I 


it, a body of troops, which had been pofted there for that purpofe, 
fell upon them, and cut them to pieces, before they had time to recover 
themfelves. 


MAGHMUD now imagined he might, without any difguife, fecurely 
deftroy fuch as were objects of jealoufy. Accordingly he gave general 
orders to his foldiers, to put every one to the f{word, who had at any time 
received pay from the exchequer, either by way of falary, or penfion. 
As the enquiry was committed to the foldiers, who were conitituted in a 
great meafure the judges of the fentence which they were to execute, the 
intentions of their chief were extremely well anfwered ; for during the 
fifteen days this maffacre lafted, the defpondency of the people was arrived 
to fuch a pitch, that one might fee a fingle man leading three or four PER- 
SIANS to execution. It was impoffible to render {uch a {feries of barbarities 
excufable. MAGuMupD however pretended that he had been informed the 
inhabitants of ISFAHAN, after the example of thofe of cAsB1N, intended 
to rife up in arms, and to maffacre all the AFGHANs. It is even be- 
lieved, that he {pared the lives of fome PERSIANS of diftinction, to give 
his conduct the air of juftice, as if thefe had difclofed to him this pre- 
tended confpiracy. 


The third day of this tragedy, osmAN AGA, whom the BAsHA of 
BAGDAT had difpatched into persia by order of the grand fignior, arrived 
at ISFAHAN. A detachment of two hundred men was affigned for his 
guard, with orders not to fuffer any one to come into the palace where he 
was lodged. ‘The fubject of his commiffion is not known: MAGHMUD 
fufpected from the difcourfe he had with him, that he was a f{py, who, 
under the fanction of the law of nations, was come to pry into the {tate 
of affairs. ‘This prince, who was naturally of a proud and violent temper, 
would have paid but little regard to this law, if his minifters had not re- 
prefented the inconveniences which might attend the violation of it. He 
was therefore prevalled on, not only to diffemble his refentment, but alfo 
to permit that this TURKISH minifter, in company with fome AFGHANS 
who were appointed to watch him, fhould fee sHAH HUSSEIN. 
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The Turks not knowing what was tranfaCting at ISFAHAN, had fent 
OSMAN to this unfortunate prince; but he was ordered eighteen days after 
his arrival to depart. He had reafon enough to think, that his prefence 
had been difagreeable ; for they fearched both himfelf and his baggage 
twice at the city gates; and three miles from thence, upon vifiting fome 
chefts which had not been opened in the town, two young PERSIAN Wo- 
men were dragged out of them, and {tabbed upon the fpot, as alfo fome 
flaves of the fame nation, who were difguifed in a TURKISH drefs, think- 
ing to efcape among the aGa’s retinue. 


MAGHMUD, in the mean time, ufed every endeavour to weaken the 
PERSIAN inhabitants of IsFAHAN. The blood which he had fpilt, was 
not fufficient to remove his anxiety. He ordered a proclamation to be 
made, that whoever was inclined to quit the town, fhould be at liberty 
to retire; except a certain number of young PERSIANS whom he had 
chofen, in order to train them up to the manners and difcipline of his 
own nation. In confequence of which, all thofe who were able to bear 
arms, and had not complied with the tacit orders implied in that per- 
miffion, were fecretly put to death. 


The few inhabitants that were left in the city could give him no fur- 
ther umbrage; he therefore applied his thoughts to thofe in the open 
country. Encouraged by the infurrection at cAsBIN, thefe were every 
where in arms againft the rebels; efpecially the inhabitants of BEN ISFA- 
HAN, who continued to fignalize their hatred againft the AFGHANS, {o as 
to kill feveral of them at the very gates of the town, from whence they 
alfo carried off fome pieces of cannon. The probable effect of fuch an 
example, was not the only circumftance that difturbed MaGHMUD. ‘The 
provifions which he had caufed to be brought into IsFAHAN were almoft 
confumed ; and as the infurrection of the open country hindered a frefh 
fupply, the arFGHANs were in danger of being famifhed in their turn. 


To remedy thefe inconveniencies, MAGHMUD gave orders to NAZR ULLA 
to take the field with a detachment of 3000 men. This general was re- 


pulfed at feveral of thefe little towns; however, he took fome by ftorm, 
4 and 
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and obliged others to furrender ; fo that at length he obtained a fupply of 1723. 
provifions. Among other places KOOMsHA, a city fituated fifteen leagues 
fouth of ISFAHAN, fubmitted to him. As this fupply had been raifed 
in a country ruined by the war, it was not fufficient to maintain the AF- 
GHAN army for any length of time: MAGHMuUD therefore gave NAZR ULLA 
a reinforcement of 1000 men, with orders to make an incurfion into the 
northern parts of IRAC AGEMI. This general fet out accordingly the 4th 
of APRIL, and directing his march thro’ the deferts to the fouthward, 
the better to furprize the enemy, appeared fuddenly in the neigbourhood of 
HAMADAN. ‘The KHAN who was governor of that country marched out 
at the head of 3000 men to give him battle: but his troops were too raw 
to {tand the fire of the aFGHANs, who, after putting them to flight, made 
three attempts to take the city by ftorm. 





We have already obferved, that the arcHans had neither patience nor 
{kill to carry on a regular fiege; fo that a fingle wall retarded their pro- 
grefs as much as the ftrongeft baftion. Nazr uLLa being difcouraged 
at the lofs he had fuftained in endeavouring to take the place, contented 
himfelf with ravaging the country. As things were fituated, there was 
nothing difficult in this undertaking. The terror occafioned by this fud- 
den incurfion, and by the apprehenfions of the cruelty of the AFGHANS, was 
fo great, that wherever they turned their arms, they found the towns and 
villages deferted. It is mentioned asa matter of aftonifhment, that during 
the whole courfe of this expedition, none but the keeper of the king’s 
ftuds In KHOUSISTAN, and the KHAN of HAMADAN, had the courage to 
oppofe the rebels. The former indeed was more fuccefsful than this 
general; for taking 2000 men with him, who were appointed to guard 
the king’s horfes, he attacked a party of the rebels, and carried off a con- 
fiderable number of camels loaded with plunder. 


This little army had therefore leifure and opportunity to pillage as 
much as they pleafed ; after which NAZR uLLA, willing to fulfil his ma- 
fter’s intentions, led them towards DERGHEZIN, a town fituate within 
three days journey of HAMADAN, on the fide of cassin. This town and 
its neighbourhood, are inhabited by people of the fame fe& as the Ar- 
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GHANS. It was the policy of Asas I. to tranfport the inhabitants of 
conquered places from one country to another, with the view not only of 
preventing any danger from their difaffection, but likewife of depopu- 
lating the frontiers expofed to an enemy: this prince had removed thefe 
people from KOURDISTAN, to the territories of HAMADAN, about DER- 
GHEZIN ; where, according to their original cuftom, they lived the great- 
eft part of the year in tents. ‘This conformity of manners and religion, 
firft gave the notion to NAZR ULLA of inviting them to IsFAaAHAN. He 
engaged their chiefs, and managed the affair fo dexteroufly, that he per- 
fuaded them to agree to this new migration. It is probable the chiefs 
themfelves might prefer the houfes of the capital to their cottages and 
tents; but NAZR ULLA had foon reafon to think, that this change was not 
agreed to with the unanimous confent of thefe people, for numbers of 
them, biafled by their affection for their own habitations, deferted, and re- 
turned home again. 


While NAZR ULLA was ravaging this part of PERSIA, MAGHMUD did 
not act more humanely towards the people of ISFAHAN, not fparing even 
the foreigners, as the ENGLISH factors there experienced; for befides a 
confiderable fum in money, he took a large value in cloth and ftuffs. The 
DUTCH EAST-INDIA company’s factors were treated more feverely. The 
merchants of that nation had fold, during the faminc, a great quantity of 
bad fugar at an exceffive high price; and as the extravagant dearnefs of 
every kind of provifion, had ftripped even the wealthy of the greateft 
part of their money, the purcua laid out their whole capital, in pur- 
chafing at a very low rate the moft valuable moveables and commodities 
in the city, as ftuffs, filks, furs, jewels, &c. But they were at length 
obliged to refund; for MAGHMUD ordered their ftandard "to be beaten 
down; and compelled them to difcover where they had concealed their 
wealth. ‘They had found the means of remitting fome part of their 
treafure at different times to BENDER ABASSI, yet the fum faid to be ex- 
torted from them upon this occafion amounted to near 400,000 crowns `. 


The 


A kind of enfign or banner, like that ufed on board of fhips, which the confuls of EUROPEAN 
nations put up before their houfes, 5 100,600 4, 
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The mnDIANs, whom commercial views had induced to fettle in ISFA- 
HAN, were alfo taxed at the rate of 27,000 tomans*. After this MAGH- 
MuD made a frefh attack upon the ARMENIANS Of JuLFA. We have al- 
ready mentioned that they had given a bond payable at the termination 
of the fiege, and that nine of their chiefs had been arrefted as {fureties 
for the engagement, which {till amounted to 50,000 tomans. Whether 
it was thro’ defign or inability, thefe people had failed payment ; but 
MAGHMUD fent for the principal of them, and caufed the heads of three 
of the fureties to be cut off, among thefe was their CALENTAR or civil 
magiftrate. After extorting fome money from the reft through the terror 
of this execution, he at length permitted them to return home. 





G OPLA Ba dV 


ZEBERDEST KHAN /ays fiege to GHIEZ, and takes it. The inhabitants of 
BEN ISFAHAN /furrender by capitulation. NAZR ULLA returns with a 
confiderable booty and provifions. A new colony of AFGHANS arrives from 
KANDAHAR. The VALI of GEORGIA depofed. NAZR ULLA ts fent into 
FARSISTAN. Macumupb befieges GHULPAIGAN. ‘'TAHMAS marches an 
army to raife the fiege; bis army defeated, and GAULPAIGAN * taken. 
Refilution and unhappy fate of LUTF ALI KHAN. 


N the mean time MAGHMuUD carried on the war with great vigour 
it againft the feveral towns fituated in the neighbourhood of ISFAHAN. 
He had committed the care of fubduing thofe places to ZEBERDEST KHAN, 
who was taken prifoner twenty years before by the arenans, and had 
paffed from the ftate of flavery, to one of the principal pofts in their 
army. ‘This officer maintained the reputation of bravery, by which he 
had made his fortune. Without amufing himfelf, as his predecefior had 
done, in ravaging the open country, or in plundering a few defencelefs 
towns, he ventured towards the beginning of May to lay fiege to GHIEZ, 
a fortrefs before which the arcHans had mifcarried more than once. 


This 


t 67,500 /. u This is a town near CASHAN, 
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This place was fituated within three leagues of IsFAHAN, upon an emi- 
nence which commands the country, and was efteemed very ftrong. The 
KHAN fummoned the garrifon to furrender ; upon the governor’s refufal, 
he fent fome PERSEEs to break open the gates with their hatchets. But 
the reception his men met, foon convinced him that he muft proceed 
with greater precaution. He therefore refolved to undermine the walls, 
and open a fubterraneous paflage into the town. ‘The work was direéted 
by a PERSEE, whofe profeffion was to dig wells: when it was completed, 
he ordered a detachment to make their way through it {word in hand. 
The befieged, aftonifhed to fee the enemy {tart up from under the ground, 
a thing of which they had no conception, no longer refifted. Moft of 
them were put to the fword, and their wives and children carried into 
flavery. ‘This conqueft proved of great fervice to the AFGHANS, for 
it not only fecured the neighbouring villages, but likewife contributed 


greatly to engage the inhabitants of BEN IsFAHAN to fubmit to their 
government. 


It was againft this town that zEBERDEST KHAN turned his arms, after 
the taking of GuiEz. We have already feen, how its inhabitants main- 
tained the reputation, which they had acquired by the advantages gained 
over MAGHMUD and AMAN OLA: their example ferved to keep up the 
{pirit of refiftance in other neighbouring towns. Hitherto they had 
been deaf to every propofal made by the ufurper, but their prefent cir- 
cumftances began to render them more docile: they confidered that prince 
TAHMAS, whofe name was hardly any longer mentioned, was not in a 
capacity to lend them affiftance ; that the taking of GHIEZ enabled the 
enemy to blockade them more conveniently ; and as it was now im- 
poffible for them to fupport an independency, it would be expofing them- 
felves to inevitable miferies to no purpofe, to hold out any longer. Thefe 
reflections inclined them to acquiefce to the folicitations of ZEBERDESY 
KHAN. On the other hand they were deterred by the apprehenfion that 
MAGHMUD might refent the treatment fhewn to his brother and his other 
relations with the feveral damages they had done him. The kuan how- 
ever diffipated their fears, by offering that the capitulation fhould be 


figned 
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figned by the principal officers of the army, who were to engage their 
honours for the {trict execution of it. On thefe conditions, they fub- 
mitted at length to the yoke of the ufurper. 


Macumubd foon juftified their fufpicions: he could not forgive the 
damages they had done him, nor their having feveral times endeavoured 
to perfuade the inhabitants of 1sFAHAN to deliver themfelves by a general 
infurrection from the yoke under which they groaned. His intention 
was to engage them in fome ftep, which would juftify his breaking the 
capitulation, and ferve as a pretext to his vengeance. He therefore en- 
deavoured by means of fome perfons, who fhould feign a deteftation of 
himfelf and his government, to perfuade them to revolt ; but thefe people 
were too wife or too virtuous to be caught in this fnare. They were as 
religious obfervers of the oath they had taken to him, as of the allegiance 
they had fworn to their lawful fovereign ; hence they feized thofe emif- 
faries, and fent them to ISFAHAN in irons, that MAGHMUD might inflict 
what punifhment he pleafed upon them. This mark of fidelity at length 
reconciled him to them. 


The return of NAZR ULLA, after an excurfion of three months, af- 
forded no lefs pleafure to MacHMuD, than the reduétion of thofe two 
places. ‘The apprehenfion he had been under, that the city would be 
depopulated by a fecond famine, was intirely removed when he faw this 
general arrive fafe in ISFAHAN, with a great number of camels loaded 
with provifions and booty ; alfo with many thoufand DERGHEZINS, who 
might be confidered as a new colony, not fubjecé to be fufpected, but in- 
tirely agreeable to the AFGHANS. 


Towards the end of JUNE appeared a fecond colony ; this was a cara- 
van of feveral thoufand camels, which arrived from KANDAHAR. Thefe 
fuccours were owing to the prudence of MAGHMUD, at the very beginning 
of his reign. After the defeat of MouLA Moussa by MYRZA ISMAEL, 
by which a great treafure was plundered, he fent MAHOMMED NISCHAN, 
his grand mafter of the ceremonies’, with a frefh fupply of money into 
that country, to make new levies: and as this prince perceived that his 

{oldiers 
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foldiers deferted in bodies, and that whole companies had returned home, 
from the defire of feeing their wives and children; he intrufted this offi- 
cer with 8000 camels, to bring the families of thofe arenans who were 
already in the army, as likewife of thofe whom he fhould enlift into the 
fervice. This precaution, together with the fame which he had acquired 
of having afcended the throne of persia, rendered this caravan much 
more confiderable than was expected. 


Macumup diftributed part of the deferted houfes and lands to the 
AFGHANS and DERGHEZINS * lately arrived; and finding that thefe colo- 
nies, tho’ numerous, were not fufficient to re- people the town, he raifed 
a new fund out of the laft taxes, and put it into the hands of MAHOMMED 
NISCHAN, with orders to lay it out in railing 15000 men more, and to 
bring them from KANDAHAR with their familes. 


In the mean time SHAH TÆHMAS continued at TAVRIS, contriving means 
to recover his dominions; but gave no demonftration of a capacity equal 
to the part he had to act, His conduct was but a natural confequence of 
the manner in which he had been educated. According to the cuftom 
eftablifhed by agas the GREAT, he was not permitted to go out of the 
feraglio, till the very day he was named fucceffor to the throne. ‘The 
fame prince, by an effect of his jealoufy, committed the education of the 
princes of the blood to eunuchs, whofe principal care was to keep them 
in ignorance. ‘T’#HMas came fo rude and unpolifhed out of their hands, 
that he was obliged to rely intirely upon the information and fidelity of 
the people about him. ‘The fevere manner in which he was educated, 
was moreover productive of another inconveniency. He was hardly re- 
leafed from the feraglio, when his favourite paffions began to predomi- 
nate. Thinking himfelf no longer accountable for his condu@t, he aban- 
doned himfelf intirely to his pleafures, which neither reafon nor expe- 
rience had inftructed him how to regulate. To purfue the true objecis 
of pleafure, as agreeable to the character of a prince, can only be the 
effect of wife inftructions. What then could be expected from this heir 
of the PERSIAN diadem ? 


He 


x Sometines called parcuzzis. 
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He had already made one falfe ftep in difcharging his army at CASBIN ; 
and now he made another no lefs injurious to his intereft. Soon after he 
was declared king, he fent a meflenger to VACHTANGA, VALI Of GEORGIA, 
with orders to repair forthwith to Tavris, and pay him homage. A re- 
fentment of this prince’s behaviour in refufing to march to the fuccour 
of ISFAHAN, or fome falfe policy, occafioned this f{ummons to be couch- 
ed in terms, which only ferved to irritate a perfon who was naturally 
haughty, and very little inclined to obedience. The varr provoked at 
this treatment, defpifed the orders, but forefeeing danger from the difaf- 
fection which the grandees of the country fhewed to him; and having 


already fruitlefsly attempted to fubject his territories to Russia, he * now 


wrote to CONSTANTINOPLE, Offering to pay the port annually twenty- 
four purfes, by way of tribute, on condition they would maintain him 
in the pofleffion of his government, and confirm the privileges which 
the kings of persia had granted to the princes his predeceffors, as well 
as to the nation in general. 


The vai had not time to execute this laft project; for TÆHMAS de- 
pofed him in MARCH following, and nominated in his place, MAHOMMED 
KOULI KHAN, prince of CAKET, who was alfo defcended from the antient 
kings of GEORGIA. ‘The new varı prefented himfelf before TEFLIS not 
long after, in order to take poffeffion of his government ; but not having 
a force fufficient to contend with vACHTANGA, who, contrary to the ad- 
vice of the grandees of the nation, had given arms to the people; he 
was obliged to return to his principality for fuccours. As foon as he arri- 
ved there, he affembled all the military people that could be found, and 
entered into a treaty with his neighbours the LEscEEs, who fupplied him 
with a body of 7ooo men; the junction of thefe forces augmented his army 
fo confiderably, that on the 8th of May he appeared again before TEFLIs. 


VacHTANGA forefeeing this ftorm, had already concerted his mea- 
fures. Finding that the inhabitants began to treat him publicly as a 
rebel, and that he could no longer depend on their affection, he quitted 
the town privately the preceding night, and carried with him his family, 
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23. and the great treafure which he had amaffed during the courfe of a long 


reign. ‘This proud GEORGIAN then felt the punifhment of the mifchiefs 
caufed by his difobedience. Having wandered from place to place as a 
fugitive, in AUGUST 1725 he took refuge in ST. PETERSBURG; where, for 
reafons of ftate, and the connexion he had with the russian court, he 
found a fafe azylum. The new vaLi meeting no longer with a compe- 
titor, made his entrance into TEFLIs. ‘The grandees, and the inhabitants 
in general, were convinced of their former error, and received him with 
great demonftrations of joy. He had not been long with them, when 
he taxed them with 50,000 tomans’, part of which was paid immedi- 
ately, and the remainder a few months after, 


In this interval the AFGHAN army was increafed by a body of 6000 
DERGHEZINS, Whom NAZR ULLA had collected before his return, and by 
a confiderable number of TURKISH adventurers, whom MAGHMUD had 
taken into his pay, as likewife by the recruits arrived from KANDAHAR. 
This prince was now able to engage in fome frefh enterprize, but appre- 
hending that his abfence might caufe fome troubles in the capital, he re- 
folved to entruft the execution of his defigns to the experience of NAZR 
ULLA. ‘Thus the army was again divided into two bodies: this general 
having the moft numerous under his command, received the suLTANn’s 
directions to fall upon the province of FARSISTAN. 


MAGHMUD was of too active a genius to be long idle: leaving a 
fufficient garrifon in ISFAHAN, he led the remainder of his troops againft 
GHULPAIGAN, a town fituated in a plain weftward of casHan. The in- 
habitants of this place were ftrongly attached to r#uMas’s party, and had 
neglected no precaution neceffary to enable them to hold out a long fiege, 
MacuMup caufed his cannon to be fired againft the walls, and then com- 
manded his troops to ftorm the town in three different places. The PER- 
sIANS defended themfeives with great refolution, but not without aban- 
doning fome of the works which they had thrown up. 


Things were in this fituation, when MAGHMUD received intelligence, 
that a new enemy had ftarted up againft him. The fuccefs which rauMas 
hed 
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had in reducing TEFLIs, raifed the courage of that prince; he appointed 
FENDOUN, KHAN of the KouRDS, to command his troops; and having 
ordered the vaui’s of LORISTAN and ARABIA, and the KHAN of COHK 1I- 
LAN to join that general with all the forces of their refpective govern- 
ments, he gave directions to him to march to IsFAHAN, and attack the 
ufurper. F'ENDOUN KHAN was prevented from drawing any fuccours 
from thofe provinces, by the motion of the orTOMAN armies; who hav- 
ing invaded GEORGIA, as we fhall have occafion to mention more par- 
ticularly, became mafters of that country, and threatened the frontiers of 
PERSIA on every fide. This general had however 8000 men under his 
command, all choice troops, which t#HMas had affiembled in the neigh- 
bourhood of Travris, and with which he might have rendered fome 
fervice: but preferring plunder, he pillaged the quarter of the city where 
the ARMENIANS refide, under a pretence that thefe people favoured his 
mafter’s enemies ; and adding impofture to this act of villainy, he fent 
the heads of fome of thofe who had been murdered on this occafion to 
the snan, as if they belonged to the arcuans killed in battle; but the 
fraud was eafily difcovered, as the heads of feveral aRMEN1AN priefts 
were known by the tonfure. 


A general fo little a friend to juftice, feemed to promife no great fuccefs 
towards retrieving the affairs of the suam; however he determined to 
attack the enemy. He knew that MacHmup had marched out of ISFA- 
HAN with only 10,000 men; and prefumed with good reafon that this 
army, already harraffed with the cold and continual rains, would not be 
able to withftand the joint attack of his troops and of the inhabitants of 
GHULPAIGAN. Flattered with this notion, he marched againft the AF- 
GHANS, but was foon put to flight, with the lofs of 2000 of his forces, 
He then retired to his own country, whither he invited the TURKS, 
who, on condition of his fealty to them, left him in poffeffion of his 
government. 


T £HMaAs was thus punifhed for intrufting the command of his troops 
toa man, who had no military abilities ; and whofe fidelity he ought to 
have fufpected, fince he could not be ignorant that the kours are of the 
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1723. fame fect as the TURKS their neighbours. This event was followed with 


the lofs of Macon. ‘Thefe new rebels having entered that place by 
furprize the very fame year, put the garrifon to the fword, and made 
themfelves mafters of that fortrefs, which in thofe countries is efteemed 
impregnable. 


The lofs of this battle was alfo attended with that of GHULPAIGAN. 
Some of the inhabitants endeavoured to throw themfelves into a fort 
contiguous to the town, but MacHMuD cut moft of them to pieces, 
The remainder no fooner beheld a barbed elephant brought againft their 
walls in order to make a breach, than they fubmitted to the conqueror, 


The suLTAN having thus routed an army, taken a town, and obliged a 
fortre{fs to furrender, returned triumphant toIsFAHAN. He then entrufted 
the command of his troops to ZEBERDEST KHAN, who not long after 
made himfelf mafter of HONSAR, a large town fituate within five days 
journey north-weft of the capital. ‘Towards the end of DECEMBER this 
general marched againft casHaNn, whofe inhabitants, contrary to the alle- 
giance they had {worn when AMAN OLA was upon his march towards 
CASBIN, had taken up arms in favour of prince T£HMAS. 


LUTF ALI KHAN, famous for the defeat he gave the rebels before 
KHERMAN, and afterwards for his difgrace at a time when he might 
have faved the empire, was not included in the maflacre of the nobles 
already mentioned. Macumup was defirous of gaining him over to his 
intereft ; and tho’ this faithful fubject had always avoided entering into 
any engagements prejudicial to his lawful fovereign; yet the SULTAN, 
hoping to win him, continued to load him with favours. LUTF ALI 
KHAN being thus efteemed and refpected at court, might have {pent his 
days in eafe and tranquillity; but his loyalty would not permit him 
to be paffive: he thought it his duty to ferve T#HMas his lawful fove- 
reign. With this view he waited a favourable opportunity, and made 
his efcape from ISFAHAN, defigning to join the SHAH in TAVRIs. 


The flight of LUFT ALI KHAN, flung the AFGHANS into frefh apprehen- 


fions, They could not forget that this general, after the victory he had ob- 
4. tained 
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tained over them, was juft upon the point of crufhing them in their own 1723, 


country. ‘They knew that he was acquainted with their weak condition ; 
and fhould he put himfelf at the head of an army, which his reputation 
might enable him to colle&, it was hard to fay what would be the confe- 
quence. Macsmup caufed diligent {earch to be made for him, and pro- 
mifed confiderable rewards to thofe who fhould difcover him. ‘They had 
not yet finifhed their enquiries, when the unfortunate LUTF ALI KHAN ap- 
peared in fight. The people of BEN IsFAHAN having difcovered him in their 
town, brought him to the ufurper. Macumup no fooner approached 
him, than forgetting his own dignity, he fell upon him like a mad-man, 
and hewed him in pieces with his fabre. How greatly the tyrant ftood 
in fear of the virtues of this illuftrious general, appeared by this barba- 
rous and unprincely action; as well as by the privileges and favours, 
with which he rewarded the zeal and affection of the inhabitans of BEN 
ISFAHAN. 





CHAP. XXVI. 


The TURKS fend an army into GEORGIA. The czar fubdues GHILAN. 
Uneafine/s of the OTTOMAN port at the progre/s of the Russians. T AH- 
MAS fends an embaffador to the port, who mifcarries in his negotiation. 
ISMAEL BEG 45 fent embaffador to the court of RUSSIA, and concludes a 
treaty with the CZAR. Particulars of this treaty. 


URING thefe tranfactions in the interior parts of the PERSIAN 
dominions; in the month of ocToBER the preceding year, the 
OTTOMAN court difpatched NIsLI MAHOMMED AGA, as envoy to PETER 
the GREAT. As he paffed through CRIM TARTARY, the KHAN infor- 
med him of the circumftances of this monarch’s expedition into PERSIA. 
He took the road to ASTRACHAN, where he expected to meet the em- 
peror’; but hearing that this prince was fet out for Mosco, he changed- 
his 
z We ufe the word emperor and czar in common, the former is mof proper, though the latter 

is moft familiar, 
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his rout. Nist1 MAHOMMED AGA had received a ftri& charge to make 
all poffible expedition ; but as foon as he arrived on the RUsssAN terri- 
tories, he was detained by the officer who commanded on that frontier, 
under a pretence that he could not permit him to proceed any further, 
without exprefs orders from his court. This difficulty, which feemed 
to arife only from too fcrupulous an exactnefs in the officer, was not 
removed till the CZAR received news from NEPLEUIFF his refident at 
CONSTANTINOPLE. This monarch being then informed of the difpo- 
fitions of the port, commiffioned one of his officers to receive the TURK- 
IsH envoy upon the frontier, and to conduct him to court. 


NIsLI MAHOMMED AGA then proceeded on his journey, and arrived 
at Mosco, where he made his public entry the fixth of FEBRUARY. 
Some days after he was conduéted to the audience of the czAR, with 
the honours due to his character: he delivered his credentials, and beg- 
ged that commiflaries might be nominated to treat with him, concerning 
the affairs committed to his charge. The grand fignior’s letter to the 
CZAR was conceived in very ftrong, tho’ moderate terms, The oT ToMAN 
emperor intimated to him, that he had carried his refentment to a fuffi- 
cient length againft the LEsGEEs; and gave him to underftand, that as 
thefe people were suNNIs, and confequently under his protection, he 
could not be an idle fpeétator, in feeing them reduced under the domi- 
nion of any chriftian prince. This was fignifying, that if RussIA in- 
tended to preferve the peace inviolate, fhe muft give up TARKU and 
DERBEND, and demolifh the fort of the holy crofs. 


The aca explained himfelf fully upon the fubject to baron scHArr- 
ROFF, vice-chancellor of Russia, and follicited ftrongly for a quick dif- 
patch; but the czar, being informed from CONSTANTINOPLE that the 
TURKS were as defirous as himfelf to avoid coming to a rupture, defer- 
red giving an anfwer. 


While the TURKISH envoy endeavoured to difcover the motive of this 
affected delay, HAHDGEE DAOUD BEG, chief of sHAMAKIE, being alarmed 
to {ee DERBEND in the hands of a prince, who pretended he had taken 
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up arms with no other view than to chaftife him for his mifdemeanours, 
had fent a meflenger to CONSTANTINOPLE, Offering to put himfelf under 
the protection of the grand fignior. As this propofal facilitated the views 
which the Turks had upon GEORGIA, it was received with joy; and the 
HAHDGEE was aflured by the grand fignior, that to difcharge the duties 
which his office of IMAM®* impofed upon him, he would focn refcue 
him from the yoke of the chriftians, and be revenged of the GEORGIANS, 
who had encouraged the enemy to invade their country. After which 
he nominated the HAHDGEE, KHAN Of DERBEND, and in this quality he 
fent him the ftandards and horfes tails, with which BasHa’s of the firft 
rank are honoured in TURKEY. 











This event confirmed the port in the refolution of engaging the CZAR 
to abandon his conquefts. In order the more eafily to perfuade him 
into this meafure, the grand fignior publifhed a manifefto, fetting forth, 
that as DERBEND formerly conftituted a part of his empire, and as the 
protection which he owed to muffulmen in general, obliged him to affift 
the LESGEEs again{ft the enterprizes of chriftian powers, he could no 
longer continue the peace with russia, unlefs the czar would with- 
draw his troops from DAGISTAN, and particularly from DERBEND; which 
he could fo much the lefs forfake, as there was ftill a mofque there, 
which was formerly built by the port. 


The laft reafon was fo much the more plaufible, as the law forbids 
the MAHOMMEDANS to give up, either by capitulation or treaty, any of 
thofe towns where fuch temples have been raifed. This manifefto was 
hardly {fent into Russia, and diftributed among the foreign minifters at 
CONSTANTINOPLE, when the port received letters, by which vAGHTANGA 
offered, under the conditions already related, to acknowledge the fove- 
reignty of the grand fignior. 


The port, inclined to make advantage of thefe different propofals, gave 
orders to the BAsHAs of the provinces of As1A, to join all the troops 
of their refpective governments to thofe of the BASHA of ERZERGUM, 


who was named general in chief ° of the army defigned againft GEORGIA. 
And 


z Chief and defender of the law, and fovereign of the people who profefs it. SaRASKIER. 
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And in order to provide againft any enterprizes of the russians, the 
garrifons were reinforced, and the magazines of the frontier towns filled 
with provifions. But the real defigns of the port were againft PERSIA : 
this is manifeft from her refufing the offer which the KHAN of CRIM 
TARTARY made to obftruct the progrefs of the Russ1tans on the fide of 
PERSIA, by laying fiege to ASTRACHAN. 
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PETER the GREAT was in the fame difpofition, in this refpe@, as the 
port, and was making the fame military preparations. He gave orders 
for putting DERBEND into a ftate of defence, and for rendering the troops 
complete. He then affembled an army on the frontiers of DAGISTAN, 
under pretence that the LesGEEs threatened to make an irruption into the 
kingdom of ASTRACHAN. 


In the mean time he continued to amufe the TURKIsH envoy, and to 
infinuate to this minifter, that the intereft of both courts was to agree 
concerning the conquefts they were to make in PERSIA; that this was 
the way to avoid any obftacles that might arife on either fide; and that 
acting thus in concert, they might fettle the government of that monar- 
chy, in the manner moft agreeable to their refpective interefts. And join- 
ing menaces to perfuafion, he difpatched NIsSLI MAHOMMED AGA home 
with an an{wer to this effect: that it was not his intention to make the 
leaft infringement in the peace, which he had concluded with the port : 
but if this power fhould attempt to oppofe his views, he would take. 
proper meafures to crofs the defigns which the grand fignior might have 
again{t the countries fituate between the two feas*. At the fame time 
he gave orders to tranfport the artillery, with ammunition and provifions, 
for taking the field; and leaving Mosco, he fet out the beginning of 
MARCH for ST. PETERSBURG. 


It is evident that the czar’s propofals were equally advantageous 
to both empires: of this the port was convinced, but it was difficult 
to put them in execution. The russtans and TURKS had in fome 
meafure declared war againft PERSIA, one by invading DAGISTAN, and 
the other by marching an army into GEORGIA; fo that it did not 


feem 
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feem confiftent for T#HMAS to commit his interefts to neighbours who 
were {tripping him of his dominions. 


The port had ftill greater obftacles to furmount. As foon as MACH- 
MUD was become mafter of IsFAHAN, he enjoined the inhabitants, upon 
pain of death, to break off all epiftolary correfpondence, and by the dif- 
ferent precautions which he had taken on this occafion, the fuccefs of 
the fege had been kept a fecret. Upon the return of OSMAN AGA from 
ISFAHAN, the court of CONSTANTINOPLE was informed that this prince 
had obliged sHAH HUSSEIN to refign his capital and his diadem. This 
great event occafioned new deliberations. MaAcGumup feemed pofiefied of 
the qualifications and fortune of thofe conquerors, who in former ages 
had ravaged asta. ‘The TURKISH minifters however were not fo much 
afraid of his power, as embaraffed by his being of the fect of the sun- 
nis as well as themfelves. They concluded that their troops would re- 
fufe to fight againft a prince, who, by the deftruction of the PERSIAN 
empire, appeared as a hero of their religion. This difficulty increafed, as 
they were to enter into an alliance with a chriftian power, not only to 
fhare between them the different provinces of a monarchy ceded by the 
abdication of SHAH HUSSEIN to MAGHMUD, but likewife to dethrone him, 
and to fubftitute in his ftead r#HMas, a prince of the fect of aLr. Yet 
it feemed prudent to put a ftop to the progrefs of a man, whofe ambi- 
tious enterprizes already threatened the empire; and there was no pofli- 
bility of effecting this with any fecurity to the frontier, but by accepting 
the czar’s propofal. 


The port was thus in fufpence between the fear of MAGHMUD’s future 
fuccefs, and the hope of reaping fome advantage from the fituation to 
which he had reduced the kingdom of persta. ‘The czar, who had 
prolonged the negotiation with the rurK1IsH minifter upon the fame prin- 
ciple, gave orders that he fhould be conducted to the frontier by very 
flow journeys ; fo that he did not reach consTANTINOPLE till the end of 
MAY. As foon as he arrived, he affured the grand fignior, that the czar 
had no other intention than to fupport a good underftanding with his 
highnefs ; adding, that this prince had fent full powers to his refident, 
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to act in concert with the port, that no umbrage might be taken on 
either fide. 


In the beginning of MARCH, GHILAN fubmitted to the RUSSIAN troops. 
About the fame time IBRAHIM, BASHA Of ERZEROUM, was joined by the 
BEGLERBEGS Of DIARBECK, TREBESONDE, and feveral others, who formed 
an army of 40,000 men. The Basua put himfelf at the head of them, 
and fent a meflenger to MAHOMMED KOULI KHAN, VALI Of GEORGEA, de- 
manding the delivery of the city and caftle of rerris. The vari wanted 
neither courage nor experience; but he had very few troops, and the 
taxes which he had impofed, alienated the affections of the people from 
him, in the very beginning of his reign. Under thefe circumftances he 
fubmitted to the OTTOMAN dominion, on condition that the sERASKIER 
would confirm him in his principality. The rurkisH deputy promifed 
him this upon oath, and returned to give an account of his negotiation to 
the general. 


Agreeably to this convention, the TURKS marched to the walls of 
TEFLIs the r2th of JUNE. MAaHOMMED KOULI KHAN met the SERAs- 
KIER with a numerous retinue in due form, and delivered the keys of the 
town and caftle to him. This general received the varı with great de- 
monftrations of benevolence, and as a mark of honour gave him a veft 
lined with fable; but as foon as he took poffeffion of the fortrefs, he or- 
dered him to be arrefted, thus confirming a GEORGIAN proverb, “ To truft 
‘fan OTTOMAN 1s to lean upon a wave.” The depofed KHAN found 
means a few days after to efcape from prifon; and retired into his prin- 
cipality of caker. In the mean time the port had nominated Baccar, 
VACHTANGA’S eldeft fon, for his fucceffor, This prince was fo averfe to 
the new government, that a few months afterwards he went out of TE- 
FLIS, under pretence of diverting himfelf by hunting, and voluntarily re~ 
tired from a place, where he enjoyed only the empty title of fovereign, 


In the mean time the sERASKIER, encouraged by the icdution of 
TEFLIS, caft his eye upon GANJA, and marched his army the autumn 


following, 


àa TurxisH honour has had a reputation, but mot modern writers mention it as an imaginary 
thing. 





Chap. XXVI. SULTAN MIR MAGHMUD. 179 


following, in order to lay fiege to it. Efe made himfelf mafter of the 
fuburb of the ARMENIANS ; but the garrifon and inhabitants of the town 
recovering from their furprize, attacked him in his camp. The TURKS, 
being preffed hard on every fide, abandoned their artillery and baggage, 
and fled with the utmoft precipitation: they loft on this occafion 3000 
men. The sERASKIER, difpirited by this difgrace, retired with the fhat- 
tered remains of his army to his government of ERZEROUM. 


The reduction of GEORGIA had in fome meafure made the TURKS 
amends for the uneafinefs occafioned by the Russ1ANs taking poffeffion of 
GHILAN. The courts of ST. PETERSBURG and CONSTANTINOPLE feemed 
now to triumph fucceflively at the expence of the fugitive king of PERSIA. 
As their jealoufy of each other increafed with their fuccefs, they took 
{fuch meafures as they judged moft convenient for their mutual fecurity. 
The czAr marched frefh troops towards sHIRVAN; and the grand fignior 
put Azorr, and the other towns on the Russian frontiers, in a pofture 


of defence. 


‘T £HMAS SHAH being thus on all fides oppreffed, refolved to try his 
fuccefs in negotiation. With this view he confirmed the credentials which 
his father had given ISMAEL BEG, as embaffador to the court of st. PE- 
TERSBURG ; and nominated another for that of CONSTANTINOPLE. They 
both fet out at the fame time. The perfon appointed for the OTTOMAN 
port was detained at cars; but he difpatched two of his retinue in a 
{fecret manner to notify the fubject of his embafly. Thefe deputies took 
the opportunity of the grand fignior’s coming out of the mofque at the 
feaft of BEIRAM, to prefent their memorial to him. They were then 
introduced to the grand fignior and the mufti, to whom they delivered 
their difpatches ; the refult of which was, that in OCTOBER following the 
PERSIAN embaflador was permitted to come to CONSTANTINOPLE. His 
commiffion was, to reque(t the affiftance of the TURKS again{ft the AFGHAN 
rebels. The grand vizir being informed that an embaflador had been fent 
into RUSSIA upon the fame errand, not only made it a reafon to evade a 
definitive anfwer, but reproached TÆĦ MAs for making any {fuch applica- 
tion to a chriftian power. This behaviour was in fome meafure owing 
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4723. to the reception which had been given at CONSTANTINOPLE fome months 


before to the envoy of MIR MAGHMUD. ‘The court feemed defirous at 
this time to humour the affection which the people fhewed to the Ar- 
CHANS; as well as to purfue the projects which they had formed, in con- 
fequence of the reduction of GEORGIA, 


IsmMAEL BEG, whom TAuMAs had nominated as em bafiador-pleni- 
potentiary to the court of Russra, was more fuccefsful. He arrived at 
ST. PETERSBURG the fecond of SEPTEMBER. The czar, whofe aétive 
genius was impatient of delay, fixed the audience for the fifth. ‘This 
ceremony was performed before the fenate, after the following manner: 
The embaflador, with his retinue, left their fabres at the hall-door. He 
made his entrance, holding up in his hand his mafter’s letter, which, after 
he had made his harangue, he prefented to the czar. This prince gave 
it to his chancellor, who laid it upon the table, defiring the embaffador 
to draw nearer to the throne ; which having done, upon his knees, he 
kiffed the hem of the czAR’s garment, and afterwards his hand: at the 
fame time the czaR inquired after the king’s health. The PERSIAN 
minifter applying this to SHAH HUSSEIN, and believing he was dead, 
made no reply, but fhed tears. The chancellor then informed the em- 
baffador, that his majefty’s minifters would anfwer the letter which he 
had brought ; upon which he withdrew to the hall, where he had left 
his retinue. 


Soon after arrived news of the furrender of Baku. The neceflity of 
preferving a communication by land with GH1iLAN, had determined the 
CZAR to make himfelf matter of that coaft ; in confequence of which, he 
had given orders to major-general MATUSKIN to embark with 3000 men at 
ASTRACHAN, and the 28th of jury they arrived at Baku. The general 
immediately wrote to the commanding officer, ‘‘ That as the inhabitants 
“ had fued the preceding year for the protection of the emperor his 
“ mafter, tho’ his majefty then fhewed fome repugnance to accept of 
« their allegiance, yet in confideration of the friendfhip fubfifting between 
** him and the king of PERSIA, and through compaffion for themfelves, 
“ he had refolved to fend a body of troops, with ammunition and pro- 
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« vifions; therefore they ought to render themfelves worthy of this favour 
“ by a ready fubmiffion, if they were willing to be confidered as loyal 
“« fubjeéts, and good citizens.” 


In paffing through asTRACHAN, ISMAEL BEG had left a letter, which 
was now delivered, exhorting the inhabitants of BAKu to a fubmiffion ; 
but the governor anfwered, that he could not admit foreign troops into 
the town, without the exprefs orders of SHAH T@HMAs. As he per- 
fifted in this refolution, general MATUsKIN began to cannonade the town, 
and employed the two galliots, which he had brought with him for that 
purpofe, in bombarding it. The garrifon of BAKU was very numerous, 
and the commandant feemed determined to make an obftinate defence ; 
but on the 7th of aucusT he demanded to capitulate, and fent a depu- 
tation of the principal inhabitants to acquaint the general that he would 
furrender up the town. 


This conqueft created no difficulty in the negotiation with which 1s- 
MAEL BEG was Charged. He was well acquainted with the melancholy 
fituation of his mafter’s affairs, and knew that he could not obtain any 
fuccours upon better conditions: he took no notice of the hoftilities which 
he had in fome meafure authorized by his letter, but follicited the czar’s 
minifters in fo {trong a manner, that they figned a treaty of alliance with 
him the 23d of sEPTEMBER, on the following conditions : 


I. That the czar fhould pacify the troubles of PERSIA, drive out the 
AFGHANS, and re-eftablith the government. 

II. That r2HMas, as lawful fovereign of that kingdom, fhould yield 
in perpetuity to the RussIAN monarchy, the towns and dependancies 
of DERBEND and BAKU, with the provinces of GHILAN, MAZANDE- 
RAN and ASTRABAD. 

II. That he fhould furnifh, at the prices ftipulated in this public aé, 
camels and provifions for the RussIAN troops. 

IV. That hereafter there fhould be full liberty of commerce between 
both nations. 


V. In fine, that this alliance fhould be mutually defenfive. 
rakR tT 
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TREATY CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE 
EMPEROR OF RUSSIA AND 
TA HMAS SHAH IN 1723, 


x2 THE 


DeatH or MIR MAGHMUD un reas. 


CHA P. XXVII 

Pretenfions of AMAN OLA fto the crown, compromifed. Surrender of 
CASHAN. Death and character of NAZR ULLA. He is fucceeded by 

ZEBERDEST KHAN, who takes and plunders SHIRASS. 
\ \ MUD was in danger of being {tripped of the fovereignty by the 
very man who had moft contributed to his conquefts. We 
have already mentioned that AMAN OLA followed him in this expedition 
as a confederate, and not as a fubje&t. This general, jealous of the fupe- 
riority which the partner of his victories had acquired over him, diffem- 
bled his refentment in hopes of indemnifying himfelf by the wealth 
which he expected to draw from casBiN. It is pretended that MAGH- 


MUD had confented to his being declared fovereign of that city and its 
diftrict ; 


HILE traumas was thus obliged to yield to neceffity, MAGH- 
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diftrid ; but the bad fuccefs this general met with in that expedition ir- 
ritated him fo much, that he was hardly recovered of his wounds, when 
he infifted boldly on MaGHMuD’s fharing with him the treafure and fo- 
vereignty annexed to the PERSIAN diadem, purfuant to the compact 
which he {faid they had entered into upon their fetting out from KAN- 


DAHAR. 


Regal power, divided between two perfons, is abfolutely inconfiftent, 
even in a limited monarchy ; and confequently impracticable in defpotic 
governments: as to the treafures, they were neceflary to the fupport of 
the ftate. Macumup therefore could not agree to thefe propofals ; it 
was his intereft however to carry it fair with an experienced general, who 
had moreover brought a confiderable body of troops with him, which 
would obey only his orders. This circumf{tance feemed to prefage the 
downfal of their ufurped power. MacGumup amufed him with different 
promifes; till AMAN oLa perceiving that he was trifled with, refolved 
to keep no further meafures. One of sHAH HUSSEIN’s daughters, whom 
MAGHMUD had given him in marriage, contributed to inflame his temper, 
which was naturally fierce. She reminded him of the perfidy and am- 
bition, of the avarice and cruelty of MAGHMUD; fhe made him alfo fen- 
fible of the danger to which his life was expofed, if he did not imme- 
diately remove out of the power of the tyrant; and at length prevailed on 
him to join his forces to thofe of TÆHMAS SHAH, in order to drive away 
the ufurper, and divide his {poils between them. 





With this intent, towards the end of DECEMBER, AMAN OLA left 
ISFAHAN. As foon as he was out of the gates, he put the royal plume 
upon his turbant; and, in order to deceive MAGHMuD, he took the road 
to KANDAHAR. MacGumMup did not venture to oppofe his march; he 
was afraid of increafing the number of his enemies; and perhaps was 
not forry, though at the expence of part of his army, to be difengaged 
from a man who had the prefumption to declare himfelf his competitor. 
But as foon as he heard that this general had altered his rout, he was 
fo affected with a fenfe of the danger that might enfue, that he fet out 
immediately in purfuit of him with what forces he could collect, order- 


ing 
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ing the reft of his army to follow him with all poflible expedition; and 
in four days he came up with him. 


It was prefumed, that AMAN oLA would not venture himfelf again 
into the power of a man, to whom he had given fuch fubje& of offence, 
but rather decide the quarrel by the fword. Inftances of caprice and 
inconftancy are very frequent among the eaftern warriors: as foon as they 
came in fight, they ran and embraced each other. Whether the remem- 
brance of paft friendfhip ftifled all reproaches, and opened their eyes to 
a mutual intereft; or that AMAN OLA did not depend on the fidelity of 
his troops, to meafure his ftrength with that of the young conqueror ; 
thefe marks of affection were followed by a reconciliation; and AMAN 
OLA was won once more by MAGHMUD’s promifes. 


This prince artfully foothed the ruling paffion of his difgufted friend, 
and made him the compliment of his own horfe: they embraced each 
other, and renewed their former oaths on the points of their naked fabres. 
Macumup fent him back to IsFAHAN, efcorted by a body of horfe; 
with orders to the governor of the city to pay him all the deference he 
could defire, except granting him his full liberty. 


MacGuMup having thus prevented the danger of his friend’s refent- 
ment, obliged the troops belonging to that general to {wear allegiance to 
him, and had the judgment to incorporate them with his own. He 
then joined the forces under ZEBERDEST KHAN. This general had lately 
raifed his reputation by a new conqueft. He blockaded casnan, the inha- 
bitants of which, intimidated by the taking of GHULPAIGAN and HONSAR, 
furrendered by capitulation. ‘The KHAN paid a religious regard to his 
promife, fo that there was neither any diforder nor plundering in the 
town; but it is faid that he afterwards maflacred a confiderable number of 
thofe fit to bear arms, in order to fecure a conqueft, which he had not 
otherwife fufficient force to garrifon. 


It was not till after this barbarous execution that MAGHMUD joined the 
victorious army: the news he had received from FARSISTAN, was the 
caufe of this motion Nazr ULLA, who had been intrufted with the 
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reduction of that province, made himfelf matter of all the towns and 
villages in his way, without meeting with any refiftance. The terror of 
his name induced them to make a ready fubmiffion. Thus he arrived in 
the neighbourhood of sHirass, without fhedding any blood. Here his 
fortune changed. In the firft attack at the fiege of this place, he was 
wounded by a mufket-ball, which put an end to his life. The lof of 
this general, who had the higheft reputation as a foldier, plunged his 
army into the greateft grief. Of this they gave the moft melancholy to- 
kens, by the bloody funeral rites with which they honoured his memory. 
For after the whole army had marched round his body, with colours 
trailing on the ground, they obliged their flaves and prifoners to perform 
the fame ceremony, and then facrificed them at his feet; according to 
the barbarous fuperftition which they had learnt of the ıNprans®. They 
killed alfo the fineft of his horfes, the flefh of which, agreeably to the 
cuftom of the AFGHANS, was divided among the foldiers, in order to make 
a funeral entertainment. 


Nazr ULLA was in ftature very tall, but ill fhaped. ‘The cuftom he 
had contracted of keeping one eye fhut, procured him the name of the 
one-eyed lord‘, by which he was often diftinguifhed. He was fond of 
the ARMENIANS, whom he took openly under his protection. The in- 
curfions and robberies in which he had been exercifed from his youth, 
had formed him early to military exercife, in which he acquired great 
reputation, and was efteemed by his own people as a confummate general. 
His great prudence, and the feries of fuccefs attending it, made him fu- 
fpected of having learnt the magic art, afcribed to the INDIANs. It was 
perhaps this prejudice that created an extraordinary confidence in his 
foldiers, who thought him invincible. 


He was of a mild and humane temper, behaving towards thofe who 
fubmitted to him, with a ftrict regard to his word, and with a certain 
degree of clemency, to which the other rebel chiefs were utter ftrangers. 
All nations reverence virtue, tho’ it is not always attended with fuccefs, 

nor 
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nor always the object of vulgar attention. Humanity in a foldier, whofe 
duty calls him into f{cenes of blood, is an illuftrious quality. The good 
inclinations of this AFGHAN, tho’ of the religion of the macı, gained 
him honour even after death. Macumup erected a ftately monument 
to him, near the burying place of the ARMENIANS. The AFGHANS 
looked upon him as a faint, and expreffed a high veneration for his 
memory. ‘This was the more extraordinary, as they could not plead 
ignorance that he was a worfhipper of fire; fince there were two priefts 
hired by the fultan, who kept the facred flame near his tomb. 


MaGumMupD chofe ZEBERDEST KHAN to fucceed that general ; accor- 
dingly he ordered him to fet out immediately for surrass; after which 
he returned himfelf with the army to IsFAHAN, where he arrived towards 
the end of MARCH. 


As he entered the city, he was ftruck with furprize and admiration, 
at an extraordinary event. A woman difguifed in man’s apparel, feeing 
his troops upon their march, rode up to them in full gallop, and falling 
fword in hand upon the firít that fell in her way, the is faid to have 
killed about twenty, before fhe was feized. ‘This woman was a native 
of GEORGIA, and pofiefied the military difpofition of that nation in fo 
eminent a degree, that fhe had formed the defign of revenging on the firit 
AFGHANS fhe could meet, the death of her hufband, who was flain at 
the bridge ABASABAD, when ISFAHAN was taken. For this purpofe, 
fhe committed the care of her effects, and of her two children, to her 
brother ; and without being daunted at the rigor of the feafon, or the 
length of the journey, fhe fet out from GEORGIA in a fecret manner, in 
man’s drefs, weil armed and equipped. She was brought before MAGH- 
MuD covered with wounds; this prince, upon being informed of her fex, 
admired her refolution, and gave orders that fhe fhould be treated with 
all the care and attention, which the greatnefs of her courage deferved £, 


In 


& Military courage is a virtue much in efteem in the eat, among people who Tive by the fword ; 
but women are no where more defencelefs than in asta. This feems to be a {ftronger inftance of 
female refentment than that of the spanisu lady, who dug up the body of one who had been falfe 


as a lover, and whom fhe had caufed to be murdered ; in order to enjoy the pleafure of tearing his 
heart in pieces with her teeth, 
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In the mean time, the news of NAZR ULLA’s death being fpread, fome 
of the cities and towns of FARSISTAN, which had fubmitted, took up 
arms again, as if this fingle event fecured them from any further danger. 
ZEBERDEST KHAN had therefore fome difficulty to join his army, whom 
he found defirous of revenging the death of their late general. The 
glory of fucceeding a man fo much regreted, was a new fubje&t of emu- 
lation to him; and indeed he omitted nothing that might contribute to 
the fuccefs of this new enterprize. 


The KHAN of the province remained in the town: he was a man un- 
practifed in the military art, but loyal and honeft ; and from a con{ciouf- 
nefs that he was not poffleffed of {kill fufficient to extricate himfelf out of 
{uch a difficulty, he had by prefents and promifes engaged MIR BAGHIR, 
brother of ABDALLAH, VALI of ARABIA, to come to his affiftance. 
This prince was efteemed a very good general: he repaired to sH1rRAss 
with as many of his own people as were difpofed to follow him ; and took 
upon him the command of the town under the KHAN. The walls were 
in a good condition; the parts moft expofed were covered with entrench- 
ments ; and frequent fallies from the town had induced the AFGHANS al- 
moft to defpair of fuccefs; when the KHAN was {o ill advifed as to check 
the ardour of the garrifon, by not permitting them to ftir any more from 
the walls: this was the fault which had occafioned the misfortunes and 
furrender of ISFAHAN. 


This ftep was {oon followed by the inconveniencies naturally attending 
it. The ardour of the troops abated ; a fcarcity of provifions enfued ; and 
the foldiers were fo difheartened, as to think only of making their efcape, 
to prevent being ftarved. The enemy being fenfible of the advantage of 
{fuch a defertion, favoured it, by granting a free paffage. The fcarcity in- 
creafing, MIR BAGHIR undertook to fave the town, by making a vigorous 
fally. Accordingly he marched out at the head of 6000 men, who fur- 
prized and difperfed the befieging army: but fuch fortune did not attend 
him long. Soon after, he endeavoured to re-enter the town with a con- 
voy which he brought with him, but was oppofed by a body of troops, 
who, tho’ inferior in number, attacked him with fuch refolution, tha 
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1724. his army was put to flight. This brave araBian, whofe character was 
the reverfe of his brother’s, who occafioned the lofs of ISFAHAN, ftood 
his ground with only 200 men, who, imitating his example, died like him,. 
fighting glorioufly to the laft gafp. 


The cutting off fo neceffary a fupply, was not the moft confiderable 
advantage which the AFGHANS reaped from this victory. The country 
was ravaged, and the neighbouring towns kept fo much on their guard, 
that the fcarcity was greater in their camp than in sHIRAss; infomuch that 
ZEBERDEST KHAN was upon the point of raifing the fiege, when the 
taking of the convoy enabled him to wait at his leifure, till the enemy, 
overcome by famine, would be obliged to implore his mercy. He was 
not deceived in his expectations ; for sH1rAss was foon reduced to a very 
melancholy fituation, numbers of the inhabitants dying with famine ; fo 
that the KHAN determined to capitulate. On the 13th of ArRIL he fent 
his brother to treat with the enemy. 


This refolution was followed by an eafy and imprudent fecurity. The 
AFGHANS perceiving that the befieged had neglected their pofts, detained 
the deputy, and made a general affault. The PERSIANS, furprized and 
difconcerted, made very little refiftance. The ArGHANs put every one 
they found in arms to the {word ; and this unhappy town was under thefe 
dreadful circumftances, when the officers reftrained the fury of the foldiers. 
The mafiacre being over, the conquerors plundered with their ordinary li- 
centioufnefs. One remarkable incident is recorded of the punifhment of 
covetouinefs: fome of the foldiers having found in the houfe of a private 
man a confiderable quantity of corn, which he had concealed in pre- 
judice to the other inhabitants, they tied him to a ftake in his granary, 
where he died with hunger ; revenging the death of many, whom this 
wretch had facrified to his avarice. 


Thus one of the moft celebrated cities of the eaft was taken and facked, 
after a blockade of near eight months: the AFGHANS having defpaired 
to reduce it otherwife than by famine, confined themfelves to their feveral 
pofts. They loft before it 2000 of the troops of their own nation, and 


3 a 
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a confiderable number of DERGHEZINS. The number of persrans who 
died by the fword, was not fo great as that which perifhed by famine. 
ZEBERDEST KHAN exacted no more of the inhabitants by way of tribute, 
than what they annually paid to the kings of persia. He then ordered 
them to colle@ provifions from all the neighbouring parts, that he might 
fend a fupply as foon as poflible to IsFAHAN, where it was greatly wanted. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


ZEBERDEST KHAN’S expedition again BENDER ABASSI. MAGHMUD 
marches into COHKILAN, and lofes great part of his army. Imprudent 
conduc? of SHAH TAHMAS towards the ARMENIANS. The TURKS fake 
ERIVAN. The ARMENIANS 0f NACHIVAN invite the TURKS into their 


country. ‘Tavris befeged by the TURKS, and taken. Siege of HA- 
MADAN. 





EBERDEST xuan was animated by the taking sHIRAss, a place 

of fuch confequence; and began to meditate new conquefts. He 
had hardly fettled the government of that city, when he ordered Hus- 
SEIN AGA, one of the officers of MAGHMUD’s houfhold, with four hun- 
dred men, to make an incurfion into the fouthern part of the province. 
This detachment penetrated without any obftacle as far as LAR, the 
capital of LARISTAN, a province formerly governed by its own kings. 
HusseIn AGA plundered the city with his fmall body of men, but the 
caftle held out, and the governor of it refufed to capitulate. The ar- 
GHAN commander then pufhed on as far as BENDER ABASssI ®. This 
was the {fecond time during the war that this city was expofed. In Ja- 
NUARY 1722 it was pillaged, without making any refiftance, by 4000 
BALOUCHES; but upon their attempting to break into the fortrefles, 
where the ENGLISH and DUTCH EAST INDIA companies had their compt- 
ing-houfes, they were repulfed with confiderable lofs, 





The arcuans fucceeded ftill worfe. Upon the firft report of their march 
the inhabitants retired with their moft valuable effects: but the EURO- 


PEANS 
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1724. PEANS were prepared to give them a warm reception, ‘The AFGHANS 


therefore thought proper to accept a fupply of provifions, without mak- 
ing any attempt on them. The greateft part of this detachment died: 
the malignity of the air, and the bad quality of the water not agreeing 
with them, infomuch that they were reduced within two months to a 
very {mall number, who rejoined the army without making any acceflion 


by the plunder of this city, to the riches they had amaffed in their ex- 
pedition. 


During this interval, the news of the taking of surrass having reached 
ISFAHAN, the AFGHANS were animated with frefh ardour. MAGH- 
MUD refolved to lead them himfelf in perfon to new conqguefts, Ac- 
cordingly he fet out in june with an intent of fubduing coKHILAN, a 
country fituate within ten days journey of the capital, towards BASSORA i. 
His army was near thirty thoufand men: fo that he had all the reafon 
to promife himfelf undoubted fuccefs; but the event did not anfwer his 
expectation. His troops were not only harraffed continually by the 
ARABS who inhabit the neighbouring country, but alfo diftreffed for 
want of provifions ; whilft the air had the moft pernicious effects on his 
foldiers, infomuch that he did not bring half of his men back to ISFA- 
HAN. His difafter would have been ftill greater, if CASSIN KHAN, a PER- 
SIAN, who was pofiefled of a government in thofe quarters, had not 
given him all the affiftance in his power. 


MaGuMupD compounded with the ARABs to return back, on condition 
of being furnifhed with provifions ; but thefe people perceiving his in- 
ability to withftand them, broke their word, and harraffled his army to 
the greateft degree. Thus was the formidable MaGHMuD by too great 
confidence, and the efforts of fome bodies of roving ARABs, reduced to 
the utmoft ftreights. He was fo fhocked at his loffles, that he made 
his entrance into 1sFAHAN without thofe honours which it had been 
cuftomary to pay him on the like occafions. His army being thus dif- 
couraged, prudence fuggefted to him the expedient of diftributing fifty 
thoufand tomans * among his troops, to indemnify them for the lofs of 

their 


This is part of cxusistan, whofe capital is AnovaAs. K 125,000 /. 
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their baggage; and he employed them the reft of the fummer in repairing 1724. 
this accident, as far as the melancholy fituation of his affairs admitted. 


In this ftate of weaknefs and defpondency, to which MAGHMUD 
was reduced, T£HMAS SHAH might have entertained great hopes of 
recovering the diadem, and taking ample vengeance of the AFGHANS ; 
but this prince was entangled in inextricable difficulties: forgetting that 
his imprudent refentments had the preceding year occafioned the revolt 
of TEFLIS, he loaded the ARMENIANS with exceflive taxes, which were 
levied with the utmoft rigour. So fevere a proceeding, contrary to his 
natural difpofition, alienated the affections of thefe people in the very 
beginning; and things were {foon carried to an extremity. Neceffity 
being without law, he entered fome of their principal towns by force, 
and plundered them, efpecially fuch as refufed to obey the orders he 
had fent them to join his troops, though by law they were exempted 
from all military fervice. 


The ARMENIANS Of CAPAN and CHIAVA, finding they were treated 
as enemies, took up arms. T#Hmas, who feemed to exert his refolu- 
tion only where prudence was wanting, intended to reduce them by force; 
but they gave him fo warm a reception, that he became more circum- 
fpe, and determined at length to enter into a treaty with them. He 
gained by gentle meafures, what he could not obtain by force; and thofe 
people having returned to their duty, gave the greateft proofs of their 
fidelity. But it was not in the nature of things, that r#uHmas fhould 
recover his dominions at this time. 





The turks being jealous of the advantages fecured to the czar by 
the treaty of ST. PETERSBURG, endeavoured to counterbalance them - 
by their conquefts. With this view, they provided for the fecurity of 
GEORGIA; built a new fortrefs near TEFLis; and aflembled different 
bodies of troops on the frontiers of the PERSIAN dominions. ABDAL- 
LAH, BASHA of vAN’, entered this province the beginning of the year. 

MAHOMMED 

! His furname was KkcuPRUL oGLoU, Or the fon of Koupro.i. This family is defcended from 


the grand vizir KOUPROLI MAHOMMED BASHA, fon of a country parfon in the neighbourhood of 
BELGRADE in ALBANIA. This is almoft the only family in rurKey that has a proper name. 
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1724. MAHOMMED KOULI KHAN, the fame who had furrendered TEFLIs, made 
a {tand at the head of a body of troops. The sassa having reinforced 
the garrifons of the feveral towns in GEORGIA, marched againft him with 
35000 men, and foon put him to flight. After this, in FEBRUARY, he 
penetrated into ADERBEITZAN, and laid fiege to KHOI, which held out 
two months, and was then taken by ftorm, and plundered. 
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ARIFIE ACHMED, BASHA Of DIARBEKIR, whom the port had nomi- 
nated SERASKIER, row projected a more important expedition. This 
general pafied the arAs the end of June, and entered the province of 
ERIVAN with an army of above 30,000 men. In order to intimidate 
the inhabitants, he treated them with great cruelty. The towns and vil- 
lages upon his march, were intirely facked ; and he made flaves of above 
20,000 perfons of both fexes. After thefe barbarous hoftilities, in the 
middle of the fame month he arrived before ER1vAN, the capital of the 
province. 


This city, the capital of ARMENIA, is diftant about fix leagues from 
mount ARARAT™. In 1635 it was fituated a mile from the fpot where 
it now ftands. SĦAH serrie having taken it from the TURKS, made 
choice of the prefent fituation. The caftle is built on a fteep rock, inac- 
ceflible towards the weft; and on the other fides it is defended by a triple 
wall of brick. At the foot of this rock runs the river zENGUI, which 
defcends from the lake sevan ”, and mixes its waters three leagues lower 
with the aras. The xHan of the province refided in the caftle. The 
town is encompafled by a double wall, and abounds more in gardens and 
vineyards than houfes. The adjacent country is a large fertile plain, ter- 
minated by the mountains, of which ararar makes a part; and the 
whole forms a moft delightful profpe€&t. This advantage, however, is 
counterbalanced by great inconveniencies. ‘The water and fruits are very 
unwholefome; the country is fubject to frequent earthquakes; their win- 
ters, notwithftanding their latitude, are long and fevere; and they have 
exceffive heats in fummer. During the months of JuLY and aucusr, 

moft 


m I have already had occafton to mention, that according to the tradition of the aRMENIANS the 
ark refted on this mountain, ^ This lake is about 70 miles diant northward of the city. 
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moft of the inhabitants leave their houfes, and retreat to breathe a more 
temperate air in the mountains, It is computed, that in the heat of 
fummer there are often 20,000 tents in their neighbourhood ; for not 
only the KourDs travel thus far northward, but likewife the people from 
the extremity of cALD4&a, come hither with their flocks. 


The oTTOMAN army had with them a numerous artillery, with which 
they foon made a breach in the walls. The seraskier then attempted 
to ftorm the town; and tho’ his troops behaved with great courage, they 
were as bravely repulfed by the garrifon. They met with the fame re- 
ception at three general aflaults; and the air being in fome meature in- 
fected with the number of dead bodies; the rurKIsH general defired 
a truce of three days, in order to bury the dead. 


In the interim, the BASHA of CUTAYA joined the army. This 
determined the SERASKIER to try his fortune once more. The ioth 
of SEPTEMBER he ordered the fourth general affault; but with fo little 
fuccefs, that he fuffered more on this occafion than in any of the former 
attacks. ‘The turks having loft near 20,000 men by the fword, and the 
unwholefomenefs of the air, were difcouraged. ‘They had indeed re- 
ceived frequent fuccours, and their bombs had reduced great part of the 
town into ruins; but the PERSIANS as well as the ARMENIANS, actuated 
by the double motive of rage and felf-prefervation, ftill fhewed the fame 
courage and refolution. The befiegers, almoft exhaufted with the fatigue 
of fo long a fiege, threatened openly to retire; when the arrival of a re- 
inforcement of frefh troops from EGYPT, changed the fcene. Sart MUs- 
TAFA, BASHA Of ERZEROUM, alfo brought a confiderable reinforcement 
with him towards the end of the month; fo that the murmurings of the 
foldiers began to ceafe, and they thought of nothing further than bring- 
ing this enterprize to a happy cenclufion. 


The kHAN, who commanded the town, began to be intimidated at the 
fight of fuch large reinforcements, The garrifon was already in diftrefs 
for provifions ; anda great number of the foldiers and inhabitants had pe- 
rifhed with hunger, ficknefs, or the fword. They expeéted no fuccours 
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1724. from TAHMAS, and were reduced, for want of lead, to new-caft the few 


balls that were remaining, and thofe which they found in the breaches 
and ditches, by putting a pea in them; an expedient which might con- 
ceal their want of this kind of ammunition ; but yet it diminifhed the 
weight of the ball, which muft confequently do lefs execution. 'Thefe 
circumftances, and the prefling follicitations of his brother, whom the 


TURKS had taken prifoner near the aras, determined the KHAN to enter 
into a capitulation. 


The firft of ocroBER he fent deputies to the TURKISH camp, and after 
fome difficulties it was agreed, that the governor and the garrifon fhould 
be fafely conducted with all their effects to the frontiers of KARABAGH °: 
that the inhabitants of the caftle, and thofe who had retired thither 
during the fiege, but had no fhare in defending the town, fhould quit it 
and retire to the old ERIVAN: that none of them fhould be molefted, 
either in their perfons or effects: and that the town, the caftle with the 
artillery, and ammunitions, fhould be immediately furrendered to the grand 
fignior. 


Thefe articles were punctually executed. ‘The BASHA of KARA HISSAR 
conducted the garrifon to the frontier, from whence the KHAN proceeded 
to AHR, where TÆHMAS then refided. 


During this interval, the troops under the command of the BASHA of 
VAN, were not idle. This general having defeated MAHOMMED KOULI 
KHAN, as already related, and taken the fortrefs of kuo1, had formed a 
defign upon TAVRIS. As he had not troops fuflicient to attempt a place 
of that importance, he acquainted the court; andthe BAsHas of CARA- 
MENIA and ALEPPO, with fome others were ordered to join his army. 


Towards the beginning of aucust, he received a deputation from the 
ARMENIANS of NACSIVAN?. The inhabitants began to defpair of fuccours 
from the PERSIANS, and were afraid of the cruelties of the TURKS; the 
fubject therefore of their deputation was, to recommend the conqueft of 


their 
A diftri&t fouth of the aras, full of inacceffible mountains. De tisie has a place called ca- 
RACHABAN. P Nacsivan fignifies the firt made, The armenians pretend it was the 


fift city that was built after the deluge, 
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their country to the Basua. Upon this he ordered the chiefs 1 of kour- 
DISTAN to march thither with 12,000 men, and to thefe he joined a de- 
tachment of 1000 TURKS, commanded by IBRAHIM AGA. Thefe troops 
no fooner appeared in the province, than the ARMENIANS rofe up in arms. 
The pERSIANS were driven from NACSIVAN and oRDOUBAD*. This ex- 
pedition, together with the taking of ERIvan, reduced the greateft part of 
ARMENIA MAJOR under the TURKISH yoke. 


In the mean while, the Basha of van marched with an army of twenty- 
five thoufand men towards Tavris. Tho’ a great part of this town had 
been deftroyed by the earthquake already mentioned, it was ftill one of 
the fineft cities in the eaft; but it had neither walls nor artillery, fo that 
like antient SPARTA, its only bulwark confifted in the number and ftrength 
of its inhabitants. The TURKS, crowding upon one another, had already 
made themfelves mafters of a whole quarter of the town, when the inhabi- 
tants flocking from all parts, barricadoed the ftreets by which the enemy had 
entered ; and their communication with the main body of the army being 
cut off, four thoufand of their men were furrounded, and cut in pieces. 


The BAsHA was not difcouraged by this difafter: he made feveral at- 
tacks, but his troops were conftantly repulfed. He began to waver in his 
refolution, when his {pies informed him, that the inhabitants were pre- 
paring to attack him the next night in his entrenchments. Finding the 
valour of his troops unequal to his defign, he ordered fires to be made 
in his camp as ufual; and the 21{t of SEPTEMBER in the night he marched 
off filently, leaving his tents ftanding, the better to deceive the enemy. 
Some hours afterwards the inhabitants came out of the city, to the num- 
ber of twenty thoufand: finding that the rurRKisH army was retired, they 
followed them till the next day at noon, but could not come up with 
them. In revenge they maflacred not only all the ftragglers that fell in 
their way, but likewife the fick and wounded, which the enemy had 
been obliged to leave to their difcretion. 


The OTTOMAN army, confiderably reduced, retired to rassou, a town 
fituate within twenty leagues of TavRis, on the north bank of the lake 
Bb a2 CHAHI. 


Becs. © This place is noted for its trade in filken and other manufa¢tures. 
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1724, CHAHI. Here the TURKISH general added to his difgrace, by attempting to 


be revenged of the persians for the gallant defence they had made. Tho 

the neighbouring villages had fubmitted without making any refiftance, yet 
he carried the women and children with him as flaves, and put the men 
to the {word. The inhabitants of ravris were fo provoked at this cruelty, 
that they took the refolution of purfuing him, and preventing his retreat. 
The pasa having notice of their approach, marched out at the head of 
eight thoufand men ; moft of thefe were killed in the engagement, and 
he retired to KHOI with the few who faved theimfelves by flight. 


Thefe were not the only armies which the TurKs had in PERSIA. 
HASSAN, BASHA Of BAGDAT, and ACHMED his fon, BASHA of Bassora, 
entered this country with the troops belonging to their refpective govern- 
ments, and laid fiege to HAMADAN. T&ænmMas, encouraged by what had 
paffied before ravris, fent part of his troops under the command of FLA- 
GELLA KHAN, one of his principal officers, to the relief of this town. 
But the fuccefs did not anfwer his expectations: his general was defeated, 
and put to flight. 


The orroMan army being thus free, continued the operations of the 
fiege without interruption. In the mean time, the enemy defended them- 
felves with the fame refolution; and it was now two months fince the 
opening of the trenches, when a GERMAN renegado fprung a mine, of 
which he had the dire€tion. The effect determined the fate of the be- 
fieged. The rurks mounted the breach with loud fhouts, and carried 
all before them: a flaughter of the inhabitants enfued, till fome of the 
TURKISH generals, moved by a fenfe cf humanity, facilitated the efcape 


of great numbers, by giving them a paffage out of one of the gates of 
the town. 


The taking of ERIVAN and HAMADAN, and the repulfe of the BasHa 
of VAN, concluded the campaign on the fide of the rurKs. The army 
under the SERASKIER, together with the remaining forces of the BASHA 
of VAN, were reduced to forty thoufand men, including the garrifons of 
GEORGIA. The troops of Ecypr and the kourps feparated, and took up 


their 
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their winter quarters in ERIVAN, NACSIVAN, and orpouBAD. ‘'Thofe of 
BAGDAT and BASSORA, retired to their own country, after leaving a fuffi- 
cient garrifon in HAMADAN, to fecure their conquett. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


Rejoicings af CONSTANTINOPLE. The port is diffatisfied with the conduct 
of PETER the GREAT. The conferences renewed by the mediation of the 
FRENCH minifter to the OTTOMAN port. Conclufion of the treaty between 
the CZAR and the port. Articles of that treaty. 





HE TURKS having extended their conquefts fo far as HAMADAN; 
this event feemed to quiet the minds of the people, already uneafy 
concerning the fuccefs of a war hardly commenced. This circumftance 
added to the {fatisfaction of the minifters of the port. The public re- 
joicings lafted nine days, and were {carce finifhed, when they were or- 
dered to be renewed on the following occafion. MAnHOMMED KoULI 
KHAN, who ftill thirfted after revenge, had paffed the KURA near GORI, and 
laid fiege tothe fort by which that little city is defended. He was carry- 
ing on the attack with great vigour, when REGEB, BASHA of TEFLIs, 
marched with 6000 men to the relief of the place: this, together with 
the defection of the principal GEoRGIANs, who were gained by the port, 
obliged the KHAN to retire with great precipitation. The TURKS came up 
with him as he was pafling the river; and he loft a thoufand men in the 
action. He then retired with the reft of his troops into the mountains. 


The FRENCH embaflador * thought proper to diftinguifh himfelf, upon 
the occafion of thefe rejoicings, for the accomplifhment of one of the ar- 
ticles of the treaty, concluded by the mediation of the court of FRANCE, 
To explain this, we muft trace matters fomewhat back. 


It has been already mentioned, that the port being informed of the 
fuccefs of ISMAEL BEG, the PERSIAN embaflador at the court of sT. 
PETERSBURG, pufhed on her conquefts in PERSIA without referve 
Whether the czar flighted the refentment of the port, on account of 

this- 


S The marquis of BONNAC. 
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this treaty ; it was {carce concluded, when he fent ccpies of it to his refi- 
dent NEPLUEOFF, but without any inftruClions to him or to the FRENCH 
embafiador; at the fame time, he made it public in all the courts of 
EUROPE. ‘This caufed a general furprize at CONSTANTINOPLL. Neither 
the embafiador, nor the Russi An refident, expected fuch an event. They 
were greatly confounded, whilft their enemies laid hold of thofe circum- 
{tances to decry their conduct. This was not difficult to effet. The 
TURKISH commiffaries having opened the conference in the beginning of 
JANUARY this year, with bitter reproaches, declared in the name of the 
grand fignior, that fuch a prince as T@#uMAS, wandering from place to 
place, without fuccour or fupport, could not with any validity confent 
to the difmembering of his dominions ; therefore fuch engagements were 
void: that the grand fignior would not fufter any foreign power to 
extend his dominion in PeRs1A: confequently, that the only method to 
preferve the peace fubfifting between the two empires, was to relinquith 
all pretenfions derived from this treaty, and likewife to abandon the con- 
quef{ts made on the borders of the cAsP1an fea. 


After fo explicit a declaration, the TURKISH commiffaries broke off 
the conferences abruptly. It was thought the port would declare war 
again{t the czAR, and fend the russian refident to the caftle of the feven 
towers. This minifter having no inftructions, refufed to yield to the 
follicitations of the FRENCH embaflador, to enter into a negotiation ; which 
ferved to increafe the difguft of the ruRKisuH minifters ; fo that the ftorm 
{eemed to be gathering, when the embaffador ventured to take the confe- 
quence of negotiating upon himéelf. 


With this view he waited on the minifters of the port, and entered 
into a clofe conference with them; in which he reconciled all matters fo 
well, that they were foon agreed upon almoft every articlet. The grand 
vizir, who prefied the conclufion of this affair under-hand, found it very 
difficult to make the divan come into it; efpecially as the point was to 
enter Into an alliance with a chriftian power, in order to fhare the domi- 
nions of a MAHOMMEDAN prince. There was no time to lofe: they muft 


I either 
t This relation being made by a FRENCHMAN belonging to the embaflador’s miniftry, we muft 
allow for fome partialities as to the abilities of his mafter. 
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either conclude the treaty entered upon with russia, or ftop the progrefs 
of that power, by declaring war againft her. IBRAHIM, the grand vizir, 
laid this before the divan, which he convened in the name of the em- 
peror his mafter. After very warm debates, the divan declared for the 
continuation of the peace: upon which, the FRENCH embafiador dif- 
patched monfieur D’ALION ", a relation of his, to the court of RUSSIA, 
with the preliminaries of the treaty; who arrived at Mosco the middle 
of MARCH. 


The firft article in his commiffion was, that suan TH#HMAS fhould be 
obliged to fend a folemn embafly to CONSTANTINOPLE, to beg of the 
grand fignior that he would fet limits to his conquefts, and confent, as 
far as was confiftent with the glory and interefts of his highnefs, to the 
execution of the treaty concluded the year before at ST. PETERSBURG. 
The others contained a project of accommodation, in regard to the limits 
of the conquefts made, or which were to be made in PERSIA, by either 
of thefe contracting powers. 


Thefe preliminaries having been agreed to, the RussI AN refident received 
new initructions, and the 19th of May the conferences were renewed. The 
vizir had made it an eftablifhed rule, to live in peace with the chriftian 
powers, as neceflary to his fecurity. How favourable foever his difpofition 
might have been, there were great obftacles to furmount, before they could 
come to a conclufion of the treaty. Dacisran, and part of sHIRVAN, 
inhabited by MAHOMMEDANS of the fect of the sunNis, were to con- 
tinue under the dominion of the czar: moreover, this monarch required 
that the port fhould acknowledge Tm@umas as king of PERSIA : that fhe 
fhould join her forces to thofe of Russia, in order to put this prince in 
pofieffion of the throne: and laftly, that the thould engage to receive 
neither propofals nor minifters from MacHMuD, or any other ufurper. 
Thefe articles were contrary to their religion, which the MAHOMMEDANS 
confider as the bafis and primum mobile of political government. 


Part of thefe difficulties were removed in a long conference, which the 
grand vizir had the fifth of yuLy with the FRENCH embaflador ; and the 


general 


" This perfon was minifter at the cout of sr. PETERSBURG, for fome time after the marquis 
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general conferences being renewed, the feveral articles of the treaty were 
agreed to. They were fix in number, preceded by a preamble, fetting 
forth in a fummary way, the cefflion which snan T£HMAS made to the 
CZAR, of the provinces fituated on the borders of the CASPIAN SEA. 


The firft article determines, that the barrier betwixt RUSSIA and TURKEY 
fhall be regulated by a line, to begin within twenty-two leagues of the 
CASPIAN SEA on the confines of DAGISTAN, to pafs within the like di- 
{tance of DERBEND, and afterwards within feven leagues of the coaft, in- 
cluding sHAMAKIE, after which it is to be drawn in a direé& line to the 
conflux of the kuRa and the aras. It is likewife ftipulated, that the 
contracting parties fhall nominate commiffaries, and defire the mediation 
of the court of FRANCE with regard to the regulation of thofe limits, 
That either party fhall be free to ere€t forts upon their own territories, 
on condition of giving notice thereof to each other, and of building them 
at the diftance of three leagues at leaft from their frontier. 


The fecond, that SHAMAKIE, the capital of suirvan, fhall not be 
fortified, nor receive a TURKISH gatrifon; and that if fome unforefeen 
accident, fuch as a revolt, fhould oblige this monarch to fend any troops | 
thither, they fhall acquaint the russran officers before they paffed the 
KURA, and retire from thence as foon as the troubles are appeafed. The 
grand fignior promifes, that his armies fhall not pafs this river in any part 
of GEORGIA, without giving notice of the reafons of fuch motion to the 
officers appointed by the czar, along the coaft of the CASPIAN SEA. 


The third eftablithes the barrier which is to feparate TURKEY from 
PERSIA. This line commences where the other finithes, that is, at the 
conflux of the kura and aras; it pafles within three miles of the walls 
of ARDEVILLE towards TAVRIS, and from thence to HAMADAN, which 
city, together with the territority belonging to it, falls to the grand fig- 
nior’s fhare; after which it turns off towards KHERMANSHA, the new 
conqueit of this monarch, where it terminates. 


By the fourth, the czar promifes the grand fignior, to employ his 
mediation, that the provinces affigned him in the preceding article, fha} 


7 be 





Chap. XXIX. SULTAN MIR MAGHMUD. 201 


be voluntarily furrendered to him, or recovered for him, by a joint 
effort. This article concludes with a reciprocal guaranty of thofe pro- 
vinces of PERSIA, which thefe monarchs adjugded to themfelves. 


Thefe powers declare, that if saan traumas fhould refufe to agree 
to the treaty, they will jointly endeavour to conquer the refpeétive 
places affigned to each; after which, the reft of the kingdom fhall be 
intirely given up, without any foreign dependance, into the hands of 
SHAH TAHMAS. 


In the fifth, the grand fignior engages, as foon as the places affign- 
ed him by the third article fhall be voluntarily delivered up, to ac- 
knowledge r#umas for king of PERSIA ; to give him full fecurity of his 
reftoration, and afford him all proper affiftance : that in cafe the ufurpers 
fhould by any hoftility reduce him to the neceflity of declaring war 
againft them, he will join his forces to thofe of russtra, in order to place 
this prince on the throne of his anceftors. 


The fixth article declares, that if reumas fhould refufe to conform 
to the treaty, the contracting powers, after having made themfelves ma- 
{ters of the provinces afligned to them, fhall appeafe the difturbances of 
PERSIA, and reftore this kingdom to the pERstan moft deferving of it, 
towards whom they fhall conduct themfelves as they have done towards 
the kings his predeceflors. ‘That they fhall not in any manner interfere 
in the government of his dominions, but jointly take every meafure ne- 
ceflary for his tranquillity, without liftening to any propofal on the part 
of MIR MAGHMUD. 





This treaty was figned the eighth of yury, and the ratification of the 
CZAR being arrived, the exchange was folemnly made fome days after in 
the apartment of the grand vizir. The peace being thus confirmed, the 
KHAN of the CRIM TARTARS, and the generals of the orroMAN troops, 
who were on the frontier of the UKRAIN, received orders to retire, the 
one to CRIM TARTARY, and the others towards the DANUBE. 
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In the mean time T£HMAS, who was at ARDEVILLE, received an em- 
baffador from the czar; but this minifter had fo little reafon to be fatis- 
fied, that he returned home without taking leave of this prince. 


T4HMa~s had lately fent an embaffador to the orroman port, who 
was arrefted at ERZEROUM: at firít they treated him in a manner fuitable 
to his character”, but {oon after he was confined as a clofe prifoner in 
the caftle, and his effects were confifcated. 


The unhappy SHAH T#HMAS faw his country thus torn from him: 
the PERSIAN monarchy was become a prey. He foon learnt the tenour 
of the treaty concluded between the russIANs and the TurKs. The 
paflive conduct of his minifter ISMAEL BEG* gave him great offence ; 
but in his circumftances what lefs was to be expected? He imme- 
diately ordered the czAR’s refident to withdraw from his court: but 
this mark of refentment did not hinder the Russ1AN monarch from or- 
dering the embaflador-extraordinary, whom he had fent to Tzumas, 
to continue his journey. It is prefumed that PETER the GREAT would 
have been contented with GHILAN only, could he have thus prevented 
the progrefs of the TURKS, and reftored T#uMAs to his dominions, in 
which the Russ1ANs were more fincere than the TURKS. 


GCHAR 5i 


MIR MAGHMUD raifes new troops. A caravan arrives from KANDAHAR. 
He marches an army, and lays fiege toxezp; but is obliged to raife it. 
ASHREFF returns. Difpofition of the AFGHANS in his favour. Uneafi- 


nefs of MAGHMUD upon that account. He undertakes a religious pe- 
nance. Reports concerning SEFFIE MYRZA. 


HILST this partition of the pPERs1AN dominions was negotiating, 

MAGHMUD was employed in repairing the breach, which the ex- 
pedition of COKHILAN had made in his troops. With this view, he en- 
lifted 


w Sixty dollars a day were ordered for his maintenance. * He remained at asTRACHAr 


and was there ftill in 1744, and had a guard appointed him, with a daily allowance, not chufing to 
truft himfelf at home. 
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lifted a great number of DERGHEZINS: he alfo levied fome new companies 
of TURKS; and knowing how important a matter it was to conceal his 
weaknefs, he not only renewed the prohibition of correfponding by let- 
ters, but moreover made it death for any ftranger that fhould attempt to 


leave the town . 


Things were thus fituated, when the caravan which he expected, ar- 
rived at ISFAHAN. It was not near fo numerous as that of the preceding 
year; owing, in a great meafure, to the complaints of fome of the AF- 
CHANS, who at their return to KANDAHAR, accufed their fovereign of 
avarice, and a partial neglect of thofe who had performed the bravett 
actions. Macumup, however, perceiving he had now as {trong an army 
as that which had raifed him to the throne, was ambitious of effacing 
the memory of his late difgrace. 


After fome time, he refolved to lay fiege to yEzp, which he had in 
vain endeavoured to take upon his march to IsFAHAN. The inhabitants 
of this city had lately routed a reinforcement of 2000 men, who were 
coming to him from KANDAHAR. ‘The neceflity of fecuring a commu- 
nication with that province, as well as the defire of retrieving the reputa- 
tion of his arms, engaged him to turn the greateft part of his forces 
that way. 


Towards the end of DECEMBER, he fet out upon this expedition, with 
an army of 18000 men. Such a number of troops, together with a good 
train of artillery, which he carried with him, and the correfpondence he 
held with the peRseEs, who inhabit a particular quarter of the town, 
feemed to render him confident of fuccefs ; but Providence had otherwife 
ordained, The inhabitants of yEzp difcovered the treachery of their 
fellow-citizens, and put them to the fword. Having taken this ftep, 
they laid the country wafte for feveral leagues round, deftroying, or car- 
tying off every thing that might be of any fervice tothe enemy. After 
this they prepared to defend themfelves, 


This precaution of the inhabitants, obliged MAGHMUD to pufh on the 
fiege with the utmoft vigour. His artillery was fcarce mounted in bat- 


l Cc 2 tery, 
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tery, when he ordered a general affault. The arcnwans attacked the 
town on every fide with great bravery, in confidence of the promifes of 
the PERSEES; but they were received with fo much refolution and cou- 
rage, that they were foon convinced there was no dependance to be 
made on any affiftance from that quarter. 


This affault was followed by feveral others, which proved equally un- 
fuccefsful. In the mean time, the feverity of the feafon very much di- 
ftrefled the AFGHANS ; they were alfo ftraitened for provifions; which re- 
duced them to the neceflity of raifing the fiege a fecond time, or of 
weakening the army confiderably, by fending out large detachments to 
{fome diftance, in fearch of provifions. MacHmup determined upon the 
latter; but he had foon reafon to repent his choice. The garrifon had 
been increafed by a number of people who had fled for fhelter from the 
open country; finding the arGuans weakened, they fell fuddenly upon 
their principal quarters, and confounded them by fo brifk and unexpeéted 
an attack; infomuch that they put feveral parties of them to flight, and 
killed near 3000 men, before the main body of the army could be affem- 
bled. MacuMup him({elf was in danger of being furrounded, and obliged 
to abandon his baggage and artillery, and fave himfelf by flight. 


The uneafinefs occafioned by this new difgrace, was augmented by the 
mutinous difpofition of the army. The foldiers declared loudly, that their 
defeat was a confequence of the change of manners introduced into the 
nation ; that they were upon the brink of being ruined by that very ef- 
feminacy and luxury, which had deftroyed their enemies; that MAGHMUD 
was already a PERSIAN in his apparel, and his luxurious diet, but ftill 
more fo by the exceffive number of concubines with which he had filled 
his harram ; adding, that no further hopes of fuccef$ remained, fo long 
as they were governed by a chief, who, not fatisfied with adopting the 
manners of the conquered, affected likewife to efpoufe their fentiments 
in matters of religion. This laft reproach was owing to fome words 
which macmu had let drop, perhaps with a defign to yex the TURKS, 
or to render himfelf more agreeable to the PERSIANS, 
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Mean while the danger increafed by the impunity of thefe murmurings. 
ASHREFF was alfo come back with the laft caravan from KANDAHAR: and 
the army, who had been always extremely fond of him, now behaved in 
{uch a manner, as plainly fhewed they thought him the fitteft to reign. He 
had retreated only to avoid the jealous eye of MAGHMUD; and the ex- 
preflions of efteem and affeCtion of the AFGHAN army, had been the chief 
inducements of his return from KANDAHAR. While he remained there, 
he lived intirely in the country, in purfuit of rural pleafures, and his 
own domeftic affairs. But fuch tranquillity was not his lot; he feemed 
born to move in a higher, tho’ lefs happy fphere. During his abfence, 
the foldiers exprefied a great defire for his return. ‘The principal officers 
confidered the dangers to which the army would be expofed, if MAGH- 
MubD, who had but indifferent health, fhould die without male ifue 
capable of holding the reins of government; thus, in fome meafure, they 
obliged this prince to recall ASsHREFF, in order to declare him his fuc- 
ceffor to the empire. 


AsHREFF having quitted his folitude, MAGHMuUD was obliged to dif- 
{emble his jealoufy, and entertained him for fome days with all the ap- 
pearances of the moft tender friendfhip ; but he was no fooner inform- 
ed of the murmurings of the troops, than he ordered asurerF to lodge 
in the palace, where he was ftrictly guarded. This prudent ftep checked 
the foldiers; but did not make the fultan eafy in his mind. The difgrace 
he lately met with in COHKILAN, and before yEzp, had weakened his 
power and authority. He began to be in as great fear of the mutiny of 
his troops, as of the revolt of the PERSIANS. 


To extricate himfelf in this fituation, required more fteadinefs and vir- 
tue than MAGHMUD was mafter of. This prince, who had been fo bold 
in projecting, and fo brave in executing, was frightened at the thought 
of a danger to which he had not been accuftomed. Under thefe circum- 
ftances, he tried to obtain from heaven that light and affiftance, which 
he no longer expected from thofe who had been the followers of his 
fortunes, A defign of this nature, however commendable in itfelf, feem- 
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ed in his condition to argue the troubled flate and weaknefs of his mind, 
rather than a fenie of religion. 


With this intent, MaGHMuUD undertook to perform the fpiritual exer- 
cifes?, which the INDIAN MAHOMMEDANS, who are more addiéted to 
them than thofe of other countries, have introduced into KANDAHAR, 
This fuperftitious practice is obferved, by fhutting themfelves up for four- 
teen or fifteen days in a place where no light enters; the only nourifh- 
ment they take, is a little bread and water at fun-fet. During this retreat, 
they employ their time in repeating inceffantly with a {trong guttural voice 
the word Hou, by which they denote one of the attributes of the deity. 
Thefe continual cries, and the agitations of the body with which they 
are attended, naturally unhinge the whole frame. When by fafting and 
darknefs the brain is diftempered, they fanfy they fee {pectres, and hear 
voices. Thus they take pains to confirm the very diftemper of mind 
which puts them on fuch trials. ‘They prefume to pry into the fecrets 
of providence, from an opinion, that during this penance, the devil is 
compelled by the agency of a fuperior power, to let them into the know- 
ledge of futurity. 


Such was the painful exercife which MAGHMUD undertook in JANUARY 
this year, and for this purpofe he chofe a fubterraneous vault. In the 
beginning of the next month, when he came forth, he was fo palc, dis- 
figured, and emaciated, that they hardly knew him. But this was not the 
wort effect of his devotion: folitude, often dangerous to a melancholy 
turn cf thought, had, under the circumftances of his inquietude, and 
the ftrangenefs of the penance, impaired his reafon. He became reftlefs 
and fufpicious; often ftarting, as if the very perfons moft attached to his 
intereft, had an intent to deftroy him. He was in one of thefe fits, when 
it was rumoured in ISFAHAN, that SEFFIE MYRZA, fon of SHAH HUSSEIN, 
had found means to make his efcape from the feraglio, and had retired 
towards TURKEY, Whether the Persians fpread this alarm in order to 
intimidate the tyrant, or himfelf caufed it to be reported; he made it 
a pretext to cover a new fcene of the moft execrable barbarity. 

CHAP. 


z They call it the RIADHIAT. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


Cruelty of MAGHMUD in murdering SHAH HUSSEIN'S Children, Numerous 
offspring, and great voluptuoufne/s of SHAH HUSSEIN. Macumup falls 
into a delirium. Ceremony of the ARMENIAN priefis in reading the red 
gofpel over him. Confpiracy of the AFGHANS againft him, in favour of 
ASHREFF. ASHREFF #5 elected fultan. Miferable death of MAGHMUD. 
Character of this prince. 


ITHERTO macumup, amidft all his cruelties, had not im- 

brued his hands in the blood of his ancient fovereigns, Many 
princes of sHAH HUSSEIN’s family were confined with him in the feraglio, 
as the fad companions of his captivity: among whom were {everal bro- 
thers, three uncles, and feven nephews of that unfortunate monarch. 





The tyrant’s heart being now rent with anxiety for the fupport of his 
declining power, regardlefs of his more declining health, and approach 
to eternity, he refolved to facrifice all the royal family, except HUSSEIN 
suan., The feventh of FEBRUARY was the day appointed for the ex- 
ecution of this bloody purpofe. Thefe victims to cruelty and a diftem- 
pered mind, were affembled in the palace-yard with their hands tied be- 
hind their backs. ‘The tyrant, attended only by a few of his moft in- 
timate confidents, began himfelf this horrid butchery with his fabre. 
There were only two fons of sHAH HUSSEIN remaining, when this un- 
fortunate prince, hearing their cries, came running to the place of flaughter. 
Thefe princes, the eldeft of whom was only five years of age, flung them- 
felves into the arms of their father. Nothing but the tendernefs of a 
parent could have fupported this prince at the fight of fo fad a {pectacle : 
he bathed his children with his tears, and put himfelf in the way to re- 
ceive the fatal troke. Macumup, now drunk with flaughter, ftepped 
forwards to murder thefe royal infants, tho’ fheltered in their father's 
bofom: the suau ftretched out his arm, and received the blow Here 
the horrid fcene was ended. At the fight of blood gufhing from the 
wound of a king, and a man of whom this tyrant had been ufed to think 
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with fome reverence, heaven ftopped his murdering hand. As thefe 
children were yet of fo tender an age, and incapable of giving umbrage, 
he determined to leave them to their parent, now opprefled with fuch an 
accumulated load of misfortunes. 
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It is not agreed what number of princes were murdered on this occa- 
fion, but they are reckoned above an hundred. It is eafy to reconcile 
their being yet more numerous, if we attend to the circumftances of 
eaftern courts. Few men have carried their voluptuoufnefs, however 
permitted by a particular faith, further than sHAH HuUssEIN. The year 
1701, was Called in PERsIA the year of virgins*. This prince then or- 
dered a fearch to be made through the whole extent of his dominions, 
for all the young virgins of diftinguifhed beauty : and the commiffioners 
appointed for this inquiry, brought all thofe whom they thought worthy 
of the harram. ‘The governors of the provinces, knowing their mafter’s 
predominant paffion, paid their courts in the moft prevailing manner, 
even till the fiege of IsFAHAN, by fending him the fineft girls in their 
province. This {trong pafon, or rather appetite for the fex, was fuffi- 
cient to render the royal family extremely numerous; infomuch, that 
in the {pace of a month, thirty cradles were carried into the feraglio. 
Befides, this monarch being more humane than any of his predecefiors, 
put none of the princes of the royal blood to death’, All thofe prin- 
ces, excepting TÆHMAS and the two children already mentioned, perifhed 
on that day. 


This bloody execution, inftead of difpelling the fears of MAGHMUD, 
only contributed to increafe the terrors with which he was tormented. 
His mind was perpetually agitated with the moft frightful ideas ; and the 
remorfe of this laft act of barbarity gave him no repofe. His intellects, 
which had been fo much weakened by the aufterity of his fpiritual retreat, 
appeared to be yet more impaired; and befides this, he had an infup- 
portable pain in his bowels, The moft fkilful phyficians of the court, 

endeavoured 


@ KISVERAN. It was common in later times to kill them all, infomuch that I never 
heard that na pir had any children alive, at leaft no males, except his two fons RIZA KOULIMYRZA 
and NESR ALI MYRZA, who were born long before apir was made king. 
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endeavoured in vain to reftore him to his fenfes, They then had recourfe 
to a religious remedy. 


In cafes of the like nature, the ARMENIANS had been wont to engage 
one of their priefts to read over the head of the patient, what they call 
the red gofpel*®. This cuftom was received not only by thofe chriftians, 
but alfo by the greateft part of the MAHOMMEDANSs of the country, who 
together with the ARMENIANS affirmed, that feveral pers1ANs affected 
with the fame degree of madnefs as MAGHMuD, had been cured by this 
means: fo that they refolved to try to work a miracle. In the beginning 
of APRIL, the clergy of jutra being dreffed in their facerdotal habits, and 
with wax tapers lighted, went in folemn proceffion to the palace, where 
they were received with great refpect. They paffed thro’ the apartment 
between two rows of courtiers and guards, whofe modeft countenance, 
and profound filence, expreffed fuch a reverence for thefe priefts, as could 
hardly be expected from perfons of their religion. After the ceremony 
was performed, the clergy retired in the fame order to JuLFA, attended 
by a great number of the lords of the court. 


In one of the lucid intervals of his diforder, MAGHMUD having been 
informed of the relief which the aRMENIANS had endeavoured to give 
him, he fent them two thoufand tomans in fpecie °, and as much in 
effects, promifing to reftore the remainder of what he had exaéted from 
them, if he recovered his health. He did the fame in regard to the 
DUTCH andthe INDIANS. A fenfe of the danger he was in, having excited 
fome fentiments of piety in his breaft, he recommended himfelf alfo to the 
prayers of thofe different nations. After fome hours of eafe, he relapfed 
into a more terrible condition: his body was covered with leprofy, his 
flefh rotted, and feemed to fall from his bones. 


Such 
© Probably fome paffage relating to the miracles of our Saviour. Exorcifing without the ufe of 
the {criptures, it is pretended, is common in PORTUGAL. 4 The late king of PORTUGAL, 


at different times, caufed the feveral bodies of the clergy in and about Lisson, to walk in procef- 
fion through his chamber; and a book was publifhed, giving an account of the manner and cere- 
monies of each fraternity. Whether the king’s life was protracted by any miraculous interpofition, 
is a noint about which the romisu clergy will be moit ready to determine. ¢ 5000 /, 
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Such was the frightful condition of MacHumup, when news was brought 
that SHAH T4HMAS had advanced at the head of a body of troops, and 
defeated a party of AFGHANS near KooM, as they were marching towards 
CASBIN, under the command of their general sErDAL. It was not merely 
the defire of taking advantage of the prefent conjunctures, that drew the 
PERSIAN army fo near to ISFAHAN. Since the beginning of MaGHMUD’s 
ilinefs, ASHREFF had been no longer watched with the fame ftridtnefs ; 
fo that he found means to enter into a correfpondence with TÆHMAS. 
As foon as he found that things were ripe for his purpofe, he fent him 
word that now was the time for him to afcend the throne of his an- 
ceftors ; that he needed only to advance towards ISFAHAN, where every 
thing was in confufion by the ficknefs of MAGHMUD; that upon the firft 
rumour of his approach, his friends would join him in a body; and that 
this ftep would induce part of the rebels to return to their duty, and put 
it out of the power of the reft to withftand him. 





AsHnREFF had imparted this defign to the PERSIAN lords, who had been 
{pared at the time of the maffacre, with a defign to enfnare them, and 
it was by their intervention that this correfpondence was carried on. Ac- 
cordingly they wrote to acquaint T#HMAS, that the only condition AsH- 
REFF infifted upon for himfelf and his party, was, that their lives, their 
liberty, and their effects fhould be facred: thus the treaty met with no 
difficulty. T ænmas fent him a deed f, in which he engaged under the 
moft facred oaths, to obferve his word inviolably: after which, he ad- 
vanced as far as KOOM, where meeting a body of AFGHANS commanded 
by sEIDAL, he put them to flight. 


This new difgrace greatly alarmed the rebels. So many defeats began 
to weaken that reputation of bravery and fuccefs, in which their fecurity 
chiefly confifted; it behoved them to ftop the progrefs of a prince, who, 
taking advantage of the prefent conjunctures, threatened to drive them 
from ISFAHAN; but the confufion occafioned by MAGHMuD’s illnefs, was 
an infuperable obftacle to the execution of any military projects. ‘Thefe 

circum- 
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circumftances renewed their former ideas of revolting ; hence their whole 
difcourfe foon turned on the neceffity of chufing another matter. 


AMAN OLA, tho’ confidered as prime-minifter and generaliffimo of the 
fultan, became the moft active of all the confpirators. He was hardly 
returned to ISFAHAN, when he perceived that he was ftri€tly watched ; 
which affronted him fo extremely, that when MaGHMup returned from 
his expedition into conKILAN, he obftinately refufed to go and meet 
him. ‘That which confirmed his opinion of being an object of jealoufy, 
excited his revenge alfo. It was not long before this time, that he was 
infulted to a great degree. He went out upon a common occafion, with 
a numerous retinue, to perform his devotions at his brother’s tomb: 
Macumup, apprehenfive left under fuch pretexts he fhould efcape a fe- 
cond time, fent one of his officers, with orders to pierce with his lance 
the horfe on which the general was mounted £. 


AMAN OLA was too proud to put up with fuch an affront. As foon 
as he returned, he took the opportunity of killing feveral fine horfes 
belonging to MAGHMUD’s ftables; fo that this prince was obliged to 
come himfelf in perfon to appeafe him. At this interview, they feemed 
to be again reconciled. 


The general however meditated the fultan’s deftruction, and it was 
impoffible for him to find a better opportunity. His opinion determined 
the generality of the arGHANS; fo that the council and the army unani- 
moufly agreed on the neceffity of chufing a new fovereign. This choice, 
according to nearnefs of blood, fhould have fallen on HUSSEIN KHAN, 
brother of MAGHMUD, who was at that time in KANDAHAR, and com- 
manded in the name of the fultan: but affairs were fo critically cir- 
cumftanced, that they could not wait till his arrival from fo diftant a 
country, had the army been difpofed to it. ASHREFF was the moft be- 
loved, and was now chofen with an unanimous confent. 


Dd 2 The 
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The moment this election was proclaimed, the troops ran to their 
arms, in order to take the new king out of cuftody. The ABDOLLEES, 
who guarded him, difputed the entrance for fome time, but at length 
yielded. 


AsHREFF, being at liberty, was proclaimed king of peRsra by the 
AFGHANS on the 22d of APRIL. This prince, under the fpecious pre- 
tence of revenging the death of his father MIR ABDALLAH, would not 
accept the enfigns of royalty, till they brought him the head of their 
late fultan. The miferable maGumupD, who had hardly many hours to 
live, fuffered the execution of this fentence, without knowing the addi- 
tional misfortune into which he was fallen *, 


Thus perifhed, at the early age of twenty-feven years, this deftroyer of 
one of the faireft monarchies of asta, leaving the world a fad monu- 
ment of human mifery in the charatter of a prince and a conqueror. 
Nature had refufed him thofe external advantages, by which great men 
are fometimes diftinguifhed. He was middle-fized and clumfy ; his neck 
was fo fhort, that his head feemed to grow to his fhoulders; he had a 
broad face, a flat nofe, and his beard was thin, and of a red colour; 
his looks were wild, and his countenance auftere and difagreeable ; his 
eyes, which were blue, and a little fquinting, were generally down-caft, 
like a man abforbed in deep thought. 


He had made it a rule from his earlieft youth, to fupply by habit and 
cuftom his natural unfitnefs for bodily exercifes. In this he fucceeded 
fo well, that very few excelled him either in horfemanfhip, or in the 
ufe of the lance. He applied himfelf to military exercifes; and that 
he might not lofe his dexterity in wielding the fabre, he often caufed 

fheep 


ħ It is faid that fuch a horrid frenzy had feized him, that he tore his own body with his teeth ; 
that this rage continued upon him for feven days, and he was juft ready to expire with the wounds 
which he had given himfelf, when they put an end to his life and his mifery. The Jefuits and eccle- 
fiaftics, who have had the greateft fhare in collefting this account, might aggravate this part of the 
story; but as Providence does, I believe, interpofe fometimes to punifh fuch murderers, we may 
duppofe that he was marked out as an example of divine vengeance. 
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fheep to be brought to him with their feet tied, and after they had been 
hung up, he cut off their heads at a blow’. 


To thefe talents, which were common to the generality of his nation, 
he joined fome virtues more worthy of a fovereign. Tho’ his foldiers 
in their difcontent reproached him with an immoderate love of women, 
which feems to prove how far prejudices may tranfport men, he was 
very chafte; and is reported to have had only one wife, to whom 
he was ever conftant. He flept little; and in his campaigns fuffered 
hardfhips with great indifference. He was fo vigilant, as often to 
vifit the centinels in the night, not only in the field, but alfo in 1s- 
FAHAN. In labour he was indefatigable, in danger intrepid; and what 
is properly the characteriftic of the man of honour more than of the 
conqueror, he was a ftriét obferver of his word towards thofe for whom 
he ever profeffed a friendfhip: he fhewed a great regard for AMAN OLA 
upon that account, even when he was convinced that this general was 
contriving his ruin. 


Thefe qualities procured him refpect, but he was too much feared to 
be beloved. His foldiers accufed him of a feverity in military difcipline ; 
they charged him alfo with avarice, and that he had deprived them of 
the booty for which they had bravely encountered the greateft dangers : 
but above all they could not forgive his having faid in the firft emotions 
of his refentment after the defeat of yEzp, that he wifhed they were as 
great beggars as when they firft came into PERSIA, that they might fight 
as bravely as they did then. They could perhaps with more reafon have 
reproached him with want of condu&, which was the chief caufe of his 
mifcarrying. ‘To this might be added his cruelty to his enemies; his 
want of fortitude under his difgraces; and if fuccefs had not in fome 
meafure juftified his enterprize of conquering IsFAHAN, it would have 
appeared rafh and extravagant, 

Such was the man, whom pofterity will hardly number among the 
eaftern heroes, tho’ the blood he fpilt, and the mifchiefs he created, will 

give 


i He is reprefented alfo fo ftrong, as to cut the body of a fheep in two ata ftroke ; but thele 
tories are generally exaggerated, 4 


1728. 
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172°, give him a rank among the ravagers of the earth. He fat only two 
years and a half on the throne of persia: but this fhort time was 
too long for his reputation as a conqueror, and he died very fea- 
fonably for the intereft of his nation. That inconfiderate temerity, 
which conftituted the chief part of his character, was fit only for making 


conquefts; to fecure them, other qualifications were neceflary, which he 
did not poffets. 


PART 
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PART VIII. 


ILAE 


REVOLUTIONS OF PERSIA, 


FROM THE 


ACCESSION OF ASHREFF TO THE 
THRONE OF PERSIA IN 1725, 


TILL THE 





PEACE CONCLUDED BETWEEN THIS PRINCE AND THE 
TURKS IN 1727. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


Charaéter of ASHREFF: his bypocri/y and artful behaviour to SHAH HUS- 
SEIN. Ihe princes of the blood, who had been murdered, buried at 
KOOM. ASHREFF punifbes the conf{pirators who placed him on the throne. 

His behaviour towards the mother of MAGHMUD. His cruelty to his own 





brother. He endeavours to render himfelf popular, by the mildnefs of 


his adminiftration in general. 


part united in the perfon of asHrReFF, who was juitly conti- 
dered as the propereft perfon to poffefs the throne. He was 
naturally fober, courageous, active, and vigilant. He had been inured 
to hardthips from his earlieft life; and having acquired the accomplifh- 
ments of a ftatefman, he had learnt at the fame time the art of difimu- 


lation, and affected being moderate and upright: among the eaftern war- 
3 rors 


T HE qualifications wanting in MAGHMUD, were for the moft 


1726. 








216 THE REIGN OF Part VIII. 


1725, tors he alfo pafied for a confummate general, Upon the whole it may 
be faid, that in ASHREFF were joined the valour and military virtues of 
MIR MAGHMuD, to the moderation and cunning of MIR VAIS. 


The refiftance which the partifans of AsHREFF met with at the royal 
palace, ferved as a pretext for this new fultan to remove fome of his 
enemies. ‘The very fame day he caufed the guards of thẹ late fultan to 
be put to the fword; and the minifters and intimate confidents of that 
prince underwent the fame fate. 


The KoULAR aGassi*, named ALMAs, was too much attached to 
MAGHMUD'’S intereft to expect he fhould be excepted out of the number 
of the profcribed; therefore he endeavoured to fave himfelf by flight. 
He was overtaken, and brought back to 1sFAHAN, where they put him 
to the rack, in hopes of obliging him to difcover the treafures which he 
was fuppofed to have concealed. ‘The unfortunate aLMas bore thefe 
torments with great conftancy ; but as {foon as the executioners left him, 
he flew his wife, and then ftabbed himfelf, to avoid the repetition of 
fuch unworthy and cruel treatment. 





Of all the officers whom macHMup favoured with his confidence, 
none had done fo much honour to his choice as armas. He never ufed 
the afcendant which he had over his mafter, to any other purpofe, than 
to foften the ferocity of his natural difpofition, and divert him from bar- 
barous refolutions, He had a foul generous, compaffionate, and liberal, 
of which he gave repeated inftances. Far from endeavouring to accu- 
mulate riches, he even refufed to accept of prefents, tho’ this method 
of acquiring wealth is authorized by the practice of asta. The EURO- 
PEANS confidered him as their protector, and joined the AFGHANS and 
the PERSIANS in bewailing his death. Even asHrerr himfelf was moved 
at it, or affected to appear fo, in order to avoid the cenfure, which the 
fate of a man fo generally efteemed muft have thrown upon him in the 
beginning of his reign. 

The firft impreffions in disfavour of ASHREFF, were in fome meafure 


effaced by his fubfequent conduét. He had hardly received the enfigns of 


royalty, 
k Chief of the flaves. 
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royalty, when he waited on SHAH HUSSEIN, and expatiating on the ill 
confequences of MAGHMUD’s ambition, preffed him to re-afcend the 
throne, which none but himfelf could lawfully fill. This monarch, 
naturally of a timid difpofition, was rendered more circumfpe¢t by his 
prefent fituation, and quickly {aw into the artifice of this new TIBE- 
rnius. He therefore made anfwer, ‘“* That he had too deep a refpeđ 
‘© for the decrees of Providence, which had obliged him to abdicate the 
“ fupreme power, to accept of fuch offers, though fuggefted by an un- 
“ exampled generofity; that fince he had defcended from the throne of 
“ his anceftors, heaven had cpened his eyes in regard to the vanity of 
“ human grandeur; and therefore he now preferred the fweets of an 
“ obfcure retreat, to the fplendor of his former condition, in which he 
“ had always experienced an alloy of bitternefs and forrow.” He took 
this occafion however to complain of the little regard which MAGHMUD 
fhewed to his perfonal wants, and of the great cruelty exercifed towards 
his family ; then begging the new fultan to be kinder to him, he invited 
him, after the example of his predeceffor, to marry one of the princeffes 
his daughters. 


SHAH HUSSEIN having thus follicited his enemy to poflefs his throne, 
without hefitation granted him a formal a& of abdication. ASHREFF 
then took the title of king, and to convince sHAH HUSSEIN of the regard 
he paid to his reprefentations, he allowed him fifty tomans™a week for 
his houfhold ; whereas, in the former reign, no more had been paid 
monthly. He likewife gave him the dire€tion of the buildings, which 
were carrying on within the inclofure of the palace; and after repudi- 
ating his wife, he married one of the princeffes his daughters, whom 
MAGHMuD had left in the harram, together with other females of the 
royal blood. 


To render the memory of his predeceffor odious, as well as to alleviate 
the affliction of the unfortunate HUSSEIN, ASHREFF caufed the dead bodies 


of the princes, who were ftill left above ground in the court where they 
had 


ai 
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had been mafiacred, to be put into coffins, and conveyed at his own ex- 
pence", with a funeral pomp to Koom, the antient burying place of the 
PERSIAN kings. With this melancholy caravan, he fent fome rich car- 
pets to decorate the maufoleums, and athoufand tomans to be diftributed 
among the dervifes, and poor of the place. ‘The caravan was received 
at the gates of the palace by great numbers of people, who attended the 
proceffion, with all the tokens of the deepeft forrow, to the further end 
of the fuburbs: after which, it was conveyed under an efcort of AF- 
GHANs to Koom, where the fcene of lamentation was again renewed. 








The officer who commanded at koom, depofited the bodies in the 
mofque, and fhewed a great regard to the arGuaN officer who had at- 
tended the convoy ; but in compliance with the pers1AN cuftom of abu- 
fing the meffengers of bad news, a GEORGIAN of the company was 
very ill treated °. 


ASHREFF had not been eight days upon the throne, when he thewed 
by a bold ftroke of politics, that he looked upon his authority as per- 
fectly eftablifhed. He ordered thofe who were concerned in the confpi- 
racy which placed him on the throne, to be arrefted ; and affecting the 
appearance of juftice in preference to gratitude, he confifcated all their 
eftates, put fome of them to death, and imprifoned the reft. 


Under the colour of juftice, this prince thus endeavoured to eftablith 
his own fecurity; but he had alfo a further aim. By this blow, he re- 
moved feveral of the principal officers, whofe turbulent and enterprizing 
{pirit rendered them obje&s of jealoufy ; he likewife filled his coffers 


with the riches which the confpirators had acquired fince the taking of 
ISFAHAN. 


The proud AMAN oLa, who had pretended to fhare the throne with 
MAGHMUD, was among the number of thofe who perifhed ; the confider- 
ation of his daring intrepidity, as well as of his riches, haftened his fate. 
He had been generaliffimo and prime minifter of the ufurper, and thefe 

employments 


® They were carried on camels. ° Some accounts fay his eyes were cut out, which feems 


to be fo unjuft and barbarous an action, as hardly to be credible, fince this perfon was in no degree 
faulty. 


2 
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employments afforded him an opportunity of glutting hisavarice; fo that 1725. 


his treafures were hardly inferior to thofe of the crown. This will not 
appear improbable, if it be confidered that the very prefents which he re- 
ceived at his entering upon the miniftry, amounted to nine thoufand to- 
mans”, and that he obtained the confifcated eftates of moft of the PER- 
SIAN lords who had been maffacred under the laft reign. 


An INDIAN of CABUL, formerly governor of the late fultan, and after- 
wards raifed to the dignity of high prieft1, was, next to AMAN OLA, 
the richeft man at court. By his prudence, and the ftrength of his ge- 
nius, he paffed for a fecond zoroasrer among the credulous vulgar, who 
attributed the greateft part of the fuccefs of the war to his forcery. The 
refpe&t which MAGHMUD paid him, increafed his credit; for this prince 
ufed to do nothing without his advice, continuing to behave towards him 
in the fame refpe€tful manner as when he was under his tutition : he al- 
ways advanced half way to meet him, with his arms croffed on his 
breaft; he then kiffed his hands, and never attempted to take his place 
till this InpD1AN was firft feated. 


From thefe circumftances, there was no room to believe that the M1- 
ANGI was concerned in the confpiracy ; he was not indeed fufpected of 
any fuch defign ; but his great poffeffions, fo much out of character for 
a prieft, rendered him guilty. AsHrerr however went no farther than 
the confifcating of his eftate ; he even promifed to fend him back by the 
firft opportunity to KANDAHAR, With as much money as he fhould have 
occafion for, to fpend the remainder of his days in eafe and quiet. 


The reputation which ZEBERDEST KHAN had acquired by the fiege of 
SHIRASS, and his prudent conduct in the government of that city, which 
had been conferred on him by MAGHMuUD, exempted him alfo in fome 
degree from the fate of the reft. His perfon however was feized, and 
his goods confifcated : but the fultan being fenfible of his moderation and 
military abilities, fent him foon after to his government, with a liberty 
of taking twenty thoufand tomans' out of his own confifcated eftate. 

Ee 2 This 


P 22,500 /. 2 The perfon whom the rurxs call muri, and the PERSIANS MULLAH 
BASHi, the aFCHANS nominate MIANGI. T 50,000 /, 
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This general was the only one that had his liberty reftored to him ; 
and of all the perfons of note either in the army or at court, none but 
SEIDAL, the fame whom sHAH T4&HMaAS had lately routed, and MAHOM- 
MED NISCHAN, grand mafter of the ceremonies, remained unmoletted, 
either in their perfons or effects. The latter had been always upon terms 


of friendfhip with AsHREFF, and was the chief perfon who {follicited his 
return from KANDAHAR, 





MacumMop’s mother had ftooped to marry a fimple officer of the guards, 
and could not be prevailed upon to quit her own country, till her 
nephew ASHREFF was upon the point of fetting out for ISFAHAN. The 
defire of feeing her fon in all the fplendour of his regal power, then de- 
termined her to undertake the journey. ‘The Persians, fo much accu- 
{tomed to pomp and fhew, were greatly furprized to fee the widow of 
the famous mir vais, and the mother of their fovereign, mounted on 
one of the camels of the caravan, and entering the capital of a kingdom, 
fubje&t to her fon, without attendants. 





The entreaties which this lady had ufed, to prevail on ASHREFF to re- 
turn to ISFAHAN, were not the only marks of her affection towards him, 
it was chiefly at her follicitation that MAGHMUD fpared his life. Gra- 
titude for benefits received, feldom makes fuch deep impreflions, as to 
prevent our refentments, when thofe benefits ceafe. On the contrary, 
among men of bafe minds, it adds a poignancy to real or imaginary in- 
juries. No fooner was ASHREFF feated on the throne, than he caufed 
this lady to be confined a whole night in the palace-yard, where the dead 
bodies of the princes, maflacred by her fon, {till lay above-ground. It 
was prefumed this punifhment was inflicted for her having refufed to 
follicit his releafement. He did not however intend to carry his refent- 
ment farther: for after this wanton penance, he treated her with kindnefs, 
and in a manner fuitable to her rank, promifing to fend her with a con- 
fiderable treafurc to KANDAHAR. 


The feverity, which asHrerr fhewed to his younger brother, was 
much greater. This prince, being apprchenfive that according to the 
I cuftom 
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cuftom of persia he fhould be confined in the feraglio, tried to make 1725. 
his efcape to KANDAHAR. Being taken, he was deprived of his fight, 
and then fhut up in the very place to which he had fhewn fo great an 
averfion. A fon of MAGHMUD, yet in his cradle, was treated in the fame 
manner ; and-as the mother, who was then pregnant, furvived the fultan 


her hufband only eight days, it was prefumed that this princefs was poi- 
foned by the orders of the new king. 


Such a {feries of cruelty, did not alienate the minds of the people. 
They looked upon the misfortune of thofe princes, with the maflacre of 
the guards, minifters, and favourites of MAGHMUD, as an act of prudence, 
authorized by cuftom. The juftice which appeared in punifhing the 
confpirators, made this conduct pafs for an act of generofity. Thus the 
new fultan fecured his power, and took pofieffion of almoft all the riches 


that had been amaffed in the pillaging of 1sFAHAN, without forfeiting 
his reputation for moderation and equity. 


ASHREFF was indeed ambitious of the affection, not only of his own 
nation, but likewife of the Persians. For this purpofe, immediately 
upon his acceffion to the throne, he diftributed money among his foldiers - 
and eftablifhed fo exact a difcipline, that the fhops were all kept open 
by his orders, from the very evening of MAGHMuD’s death. 


Fle impofed no new tax, neither on the natives nor foreigners, but 
contented himfelf with caufing the fums which mMacuMmup had teftored 
during his illnefs, to be brought back to the exchequer; pretending, that 


as this prince was then delirious, he was incapable of making any fuch 
donations. 








CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


ASHREFF endeavours to obtain the acknowledgment of his fovereignty in KAN- 
DAHAR., He forms a defign of feizing the perfon of SHAH TMHMAS'; 
who makes bis e[cape into MAZANDERAN. ASHREFF fakes Koom. He 
maffacres the PERSIAN lords, who bad difclofed his defigns upon TÆHMAS. 


SHREFF having thus fettled affairs in the capital, began to efta- 

blifh his authority in the more diftant parts of the empire. His 
firft care was to obtain an acknowledgment of his fovereignty in the king- 
dom of KANDAHAR. With this view, he privately fent feveral officers 
with orders to join all his party in the country, in order to excite fome 
difturbance, by means of which they might {eize or deftroy HUSSEIN 
KHAN, the brother of the late ufurper MAGHMUD. What fteps thofe 
emiffaries took on this occafion are not known; but it is certain that the 
attempt proved abortive. 





Nor did he fucceed better in a fcheme of greater importance. He had 
hardly paffed from the prifon to the throne, when this fudden change of 
fortune induced him to avail himfelf of the correfpondence into which 
he had entered with sHAH THHMAsS, to make a vigorous effort to feize 
the perfon of his competitor. For this end, as he could not impofe on 
the father by an offer of the diadem, he {fent a magnificent embaffly to 
the fon, making almoft the fame propofals. The deputies had orders to 
explain to him what had paffed relating to this fubject; to perfuade him 
that their mafter perfifted in thefe fentiments; and that he defired a place 
might be appointed for an interview, to regulate their refpective in- 
terefts, fo that they might jointly engage in fuch meafures as were 
moft fuitable to re-eftablifh peace and good order in the empire. Thefe 
deputies were charged with a prefent for T#HMAs, of ten beautiful 
horfes richly caparifoned, like thofe which the kings of PERs1IA ufually 
ride. 

At 


s TæÆænmas is called suan and prince indifferently ; he had taken the name of snan, tho’ his 
regal authority can hardly be faid to have been eftablifhed. 
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At the fame time, the artful AsHREFF difpatched circular letters to 
every place, which acknowledged the authority of TÆHMAs, to notify 
his pacific meafures to the commanding officers, and to affure them that 
the AFGHANS would commit no att of hoftility before this interview. 





While the embafladors were upon the road, T@#HMAs not knowing of 
the death of MAGHMUD, was advanced as far as CASHAN. Here he met 
with sEIDAL, who flattering himfelf with the hopes of revenge, had 
marched with a more numerous body of forces than he had with him 
at his former defeat. Thefe two armies attacked each other with 
great vigour; but fortune having declared a fecond time againft the Af- 
GHANS, they were compelled to give way, and at length were totally 
routed. 


ASHREFF however determined to purfue his political fchemes. The 
PERSIAN lords, of whom we have made mention, ventured to write 
jointly to T“#HMAS, informing him of the death of the ufurper, and of 
what had paffed fince that time at isrFAnHAN. And as they were appre- 
henfive, that the real motive of the propofed interview was to draw this 
prince into a fnare, they recommended to him to be upon his guard. 


Unluckily for rmumas, the bearer of this letter was ftopped by fome 
of the AFGHANs that were retreating after the engagement, and carried 
before sSEIDAL ; this general fecured him, and upon his arrival at ISFA- 
HAN, delivered him into the hands of Asu REFF, together with the letters 
he had found upon him. 


In the mean while, the embaffador fent by AsHREFF returned with an 
anfwer, that r“HMAs, who had retired towards cAsBIN, had chofen 
the plains of vARAMI ‘for the interview. AsnuRerF having received this 
intelligence, fet out immediately with a body of 12000 men; and arri- 
ved firft at the place of affignation. 


T #HMAS was advancing, on the firft of aucusT, without any miftruft, 
with no more than 3000 men; when he received advice, that ASHREFF 
was followed by a much greater number of troops than they had mu- 

tually 


t This place is between koom and TZHIRAN. 


1725. 
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tually agreed to take for their efcort. This intelligence having opened 
TZEHMAS’s eyes, he contidered what meafures to purfue. He had no rea- 
fon to doubt of the fuperior number of the arenans; but the defire of 
being revenged of their perfidy, and the confidence he had acquired by 
his late victories, almoft tempted him to try the fortune of a battle, 


The troops he had with him, were of two different forts, PERSTANS 
and KHAJARS. ‘The latter, who were the moft numerous, infifted, that 
in confideration of the fervices which they had already rendered, and 
{till were difpofed to render, the prince would promife, that in cafe of 
fuccefs, the ATHEMAT DOULET fhould be always chofen from their body. 
The KEZELBACHS oppofed fuch an innovation. This difpute, which 
feemed to be very ill timed, divided this little army into two oppofite 
factions. TauMas perceived that his authority was too feeble to quafh 
the difturbance, and therefore refolved to retreat. But curiofity feeming 
to prevail over fear, he kept only a thoufand men with him, and or- 
dered one of his general officers to march with the other two thoufand, 
to reconnoitre the rebels. AMUR ASLAN KHAN”, his general, had foon 
demonftrative proofs of what he was fent to difcover. The AFGHANS 
having already paffed the limits agreed upon, were in full march; and 
the number and difpofition of their troops plainly fhewed that their de- 
fign was to furround the snam. The KHAN perceiving their intention, 
difpatched fome horfemen to acquaint this prince, that nothing but a 
{peedy flight could fave him from the treachery of the enemy. 


This advice arrived at the very interval that asHreFF, having been in- 
formed by his fpies of the place where this prince then was, had de- 
tached a body of two thoufand five hundred men, with orders to make 
a long winding, and cut off the prince’s retreat. THMas perceiving 
the danger into which his credulity had engaged him, abandoned his 
troops, and fled to T#HIRAN, attended only by two hundred men. 


AMUR ASLAN KHAN, who was foon hemmed in by the AFGHANS, put 
himfelf in a pofture of defence. The engagement was obftinate: this 
brave 


U KEZELBACHS. Y The man by whofe orders the BRITISH factory was pillaged in 
RISHD in 1748, 
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brave general twice repulfed his enemies, but at length gave way to num- 1728. 
bers; he was in the utmoft danger of being crufhed, when the approach 

of night preferved him, and as many of his foldiers as could fave them- 

{elves by flight, and the favour of the neighbouring mountains. In a 

few days he arrived at THHIRAN. 


TzuMAs, who had retired thither, being apprehenfive left the enemy 
fhould follow him, continued his march with great expedition towards 
MAZANDERAN. ‘The ruggednefs of the mountains, which furround this 
province, has often rendered it the azylum of the persran kings: here 
this prince took fhelter, followed by his general AMUR ASLAN KHAN, 
and thofe whofe horfes could bear the fatigue of fo precipitate a march. 








The prudence of this conduét was foon proved by the event. Asu- 
REFF, being perfuaded that TmumMAs was ftill at TÆHIRAN, refolved 
to furprize him before he could have time to remove from thence. With 
this intent, he compelled the peafants to ferve him as guides, and foon 
appeared with his army before the walls of the town. Upon difcover- 
ing that T#HMAs was fled, he ordered his troops to attack the place, 
but the befieged behaved fo well, that he was obliged to abandon his en- 
terprize. 


Being greatly irritated at his difappointment, and the laborious march 
he had made in vain, he direéted his courfe fouthward towards SAVA, 
which furrendered by capitulation. He afterwards marched to Koom, a 
city of great importance, and before which he muft in all probability 
have mifcarried, had the inhabitants been prepared for his reception; but 
the want of provifions obliged them to capitulate, after a fiege of eight 
days. The fultan, more politic than his predeceffor, obferved the condi- 
tions of his treaties very ftrily. By the reduétion of koom, he became 
mafter of twenty pieces of cannon, and three elephants. He alfo found 
fome treafure belonging to T#umas, together with the wife, and part 
of the court of this prince. However, his fortune here did not compen- 
fate for the failure of his plot; and he returned to ISFAHAN greatly 
vexed at his difappointment, and uneafy at the accounts he now received- 
of the new enterprizes of the OTTOMAN court, 
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The apprehenfion of being charged with cruelty, which had rendered 
the memory of his predeceffor fo odious, was the only motive which had 
induced the fultan to fpare the lives of the authors of the letter already 
mentioned ; and though this had been intercepted, it was prefumed that 
others of the fame nature might have raifed a fufpicion of his defigns. 
Now he was returned, he thought it effential to his prefervation to ex- 
terminate this remnant of the nobility; efpecially, as he would be ever 
fubject to their treafonable correfpondency. Accordingly he aflembled 
them at his country-palace of FERHABAD, under pretence of a hunting 
match ; and having convicted them of holding a correfpondence with his 
enemies, he condemned them to be beheaded ; which fentence was ex- 
ecuted upon the {pot. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


Death of PETER the GREAT. Deplorable flate of the PERSIAN monarchy. 
The TURKS take TAVRIS and GANJA. ACHMED BASHA marches an 
army, and takes poffefion of LoORISTAN. Dzvifion among the BACTI- 
ARIS. The VALI of LORISTAN makes an incurfion into the territory of 
BAGDAT. 


HE conquefts which the TuRKs had made the preceding year, 
and the indolence into which the russrans feemed to have fallen, 
with refpect to PERSIA, gave the port a fuperiority, at which thefe new 
allies began to take umbrage. The inconveniencies which the TURKS 
apprehended in waging war againit the AFGHANS, of the fect of sunt, 
and the very name of the emperor of Russ1a, kept the TuRKs in the re- 
folution of adhering to their engagements, when they received advice of 
the death of that monarch. General ROMANZOFF™*, envoy extraordinary 
of russia for the ratification of the treaty, and commiflary for regulating 
the limits in peRs1A, was fenfible of the difficulties which this accident 
would create in the execution of his commiffion. However, he kept his 
own 





x I am not fure that he was at this time a gencral, tho’ he was fo afterwards. 
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own counfel, and endeavoured to perfuade the Turks, that the emprefs 
CATHARINE had adopted fuch meafures, as would prevent the death of 
his much lamented mafter from making any alteration in the fyftem of 
affairs in the RUSSIAN empire. 


The grand vizir pretended to be convinced of the truth of what he 
faid; and declared, that the intention of the grand fignior was to con- 
form exactly to the engagements, which he had entered into with the 
deceafed monarch; and therefore, he would immediately difpatch the 
commiffaries, who were to regulate the limits upon the {pot. 


This minifter, neverthelefs, under the pretence of putting the port in 
poffeffion of the provinces, which were fallen to her fhare by the par- 
tition treaty, had no other view than to extend the frontiers of the OTTO- 
MAN empire. For this purpofe, he made extraordinary preparations, 
that the armies which were to act this year againft PERSIA, might be 
in a condition of making new conquefts. 


This diftreffed monarchy was thus a prey to feveral different enemies 
at one and the fame time. ‘The port had ftripped her of GEORGIA, al- 
moft of all ARMENIA, and part of ADERBEITZAN. ‘The czar had 
made himfelf mafter of the weftern coaft of the CasPIAN, except sHa- 
MAKIE, Which was in the hands of the tesGreEs. KHORASAN, KHER- 
MAN, KANDAHAR, and the governments of ISFAHAN and sHIRASs, were 
in the power of the AFGHANS or their affociates. The authority of sHau 
TÆHMAS was acknowledged only in MAZANDERAN, ASTRABAD, and 
{fome few places of RAC AGEMI. ‘The reft of the provinces which had 
not openly revolted, either defpifed the orders of this prince, or formed 
independent armies, which attacked indifcriminately the Russ1ans, the 
TURKS, and the AFGHANS. 


Thefe troubles foon reached fome of the provinces lately conquered 
by the Turks. The fovereign’ of the LesGEEs, who had put himfelf 
under the protection of the port, fhook off this new yoke, and attacked 
HAHDGEE DAOUD, who held sHAMAKIE under the orTOMAN domi- 
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nion. The province of sH1RVAN was thus divided between thefe two 
parties, and the sHEMKALL, who had {fubmitted to the authority of the 
RUSSIAN emperor, pillaged at large. 


Whilft the LEsGEEs gave proof of their inconftancy, the Janiffaries of 
the garrifon of ERIVAN, mutinied againft ARIFI ACHMED. In confe- 
quence of this revolt, they plundered his palace, and the grand fignior’s 
cheft. This general was wounded in the fray, and faved himfelf by 
flight. 


This infurrection was not however attended with thofe confequences, 
which might naturally be apprehended. The troops foon repented of the 
violences they had committed, and returned to their duty. They re- 
called their general ; they facrificed the authors of the diforder ; and 
brought him home in triumph. The port, however, always difpofed 
to {hew a particular regard to the Janiffaries, appointed ARIFI ACHMED 
governor of ERIVAN; but gave the command of the army to savr 
MUSTAFA, BASHA Of ERZEROUM. 


The campaign was opened in MAY, and ABDERRAHMAM BEG, fon of 
ABDALLAH KOUPROLI, BASHA Of vAN, gained {ome advantages over the 
PERSIANS, on the fide of Tavris. After which, he made himfelf mafter 
of the city of MARAN.D, and of the fortrefs of zoNous, without any 
refiftance. 


About this time, LATIF KHAN, a nephew of sHAH HUSSEIN, upon 
the credit of his aftrologers, appeared before HAMADAN with fome troops, 
and according to their prediction he entered the town, but in a different 
manner from what he expected; for he was carried off by a detachment 
belonging to the garrifon, and led into the city as a prifoner of war. 


Thefe advantages were followed by conquefts of greater importance. 
The port, not having yet fucceeded againft ravris, determined to fend. 
a fufficient number of troops to reduce that place, where the number of 
the inhabitants fit to bear arms was very large, and who, from a gene- 
rous refolution of defending themfelves to the laft extremity, had fent 
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their families and moft valuable effects into the mountains of GHILAN. 
The command of the army defigned againft this city was given to AB- 
DALLAH KOUPROLI, BASHA Of vAn: eleven thoufand rarrars, who 
pafied over into asia, by the way of CONSTANTINOPLE, were ordered 
to join him; and alfo the BEGLERBEG of NATOLIA, with the troops of 
his government. This general having collected a body of feventy thou- 
fand men, did not think it neceffary to wait for thefe reinforcements; but 
put himfelf at the head of his army, and appeared before this great city 


the thirtieth of JULY. 








The PERSIAN general did not wait within ruinous walls, but took the 
field as foon as the TURKs appeared in fight. His army confifted chiefly 
of the inhabitants, who underftood the ufe of arms, but had not been ac- 
cuftomed to military difcipline; however, they determined to force their 
enemies to an engagement, before they had time to entrench themfelves. 


The BASHA faw into their defign: as foon as he perceived that the 
number of thofe who had marched out of the town amounted to twenty 
or thirty thoufand men, he fell upon them with the fury of an enraged 
enemy, in refentment of what had paffed the preceding year. The PER- 
srANs ftood their ground ; and frefh fuccours continually pouring in, they 
fought on both fides with equal bravery till night, when the PERSIANS, 
being routed on every fide, flung themfelves in the utmoft confufion into 
the town. 


The TURKS were fo eager in the purfuit, that they entered pell-mell 
with them, where the fight was renewed again with incredible obftinacy. 
The inhabitants had thrown up intrenchments in the nine different quar- 
ters, of which this great city is compofed, and defended themfelves with 
the fame bravery and refolution, which they had hitherto difplayed on 
all occafions . ‘The rurKks were four days and nights before they made 
themfelves matters of feven of thofe entrenchments, notwithftanding they 
made repeated aflaults: at length, on the third of aucusT, about twenty 

thoufand 


z The taking of Tavrrs, as related by the rurxs, fcems to be exaggerated with regard to the 
number and bravery of the perstans, as if they meant by this circumitance to render the conquett 
the more diiunou-fhed, 
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thoufand men, who had retired to the two laft entrenchments, finding 
themfelves unable to hold out any longer, offered to capitulate ; in con- 
fequence of which, they were permitted to retire to ARDEVILLE, with 
what effects they could carry along with them. 


Few fieges have been fo bloody as this. The persrans loft near thirty 
thoufand men, and the Turxks about twenty thoufand; among whom 
were OSMAN BASHA of OURFA, who commanded the right wing of the 


army, the BASHA of CARAMANIA, and many other officers of di- 
{tinction. 


The news of fo important a conqueft, was an agreeable furprize to the 
grand fignior; and the more, as it was hardly believed that ABDALLAH 
KOUPROLI had as yet undertaken the fiege. Soon after, the fortrefs of 
LORE furrendered to savı MUSTAFA. The BASHA of BAGDAT made 
himfelf mafter of feveral fmall towns *, fituated within a few days journey 
of HAMADAN, in the road to the capital. 


Nothing more was wanting to complete the profperity of the orro- 
MAN court, than to be revenged of the affront which one of her generals 
had received before the walls of GANJA in 1723. Savi MUSTAFA, who 
had conquered LORE, was charged with this new expedition. ‘Towards 
the end of aucustT, he befieged the place with an army of forty thou- 
fand men, and after two days refiftance, the commanding officer fur- 
rendered by capitulation. 


SAVI MUSTAFA then marched into sHIRVAN, in hopes to fubdue the 
LESGEES ; but he did not fueceed in this expedition: for the weather 
fetting in very fharp, his foldiers deferted in fuch numbers, that he was 
obliged to retire. To make amends for this difappointment, Aur fub- 


mitted voluntarily to ABDALLAH BASHA, who confirmed the governor 
in his office. 


Whilft this general and savı MUSTAFA were carrying on their con- 
queits in the northern provinces, a third army was ordered by the port 
to 


a Thefe are called asstTaAN, GEANGERE, FIROUZABAD, places which I do not find in any map, 
fo imperfect are thefe with refpeé&t to PERSIA. 
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to force their way to IsFAHAN. ‘This was commanded by ACHMED, 
now BASHA of BAGDAT, who availing himfelf of the prefent circum- 
ftances, had entered LORISTAN, and was advancing towards HOROMA- 
BAD, capital * of the country. 





ALI MERDAN KHAN, VALI of this province, was in no condition to 
make head againft the enemy, for all his troops did not exceed fifteen thou- 
fand men: he therefore retired into cHusisTAN. His example was fol- 
lowed by the inhabitants of HOROMABAD, infomuch that when ACHMED 
appeared before this town, he found it intirely abandoned. He entered 
without refiftance, and with the fame facility fubdued the reft of the 


province. 


In the mean while‘, the Basua of MosUL made incurfions into the coun- 
try of the BAcTIARIs, with a body of troops fubject to the orders of acH- 
MED. ‘Thefe people are divided into two tribes, one called CHAHAR LING, 
and the other EFH LING; they pretend, that under CONSTANTINE the 
GREAT they embraced the chriftian religion, which they have fince 
renounced. ‘They live all the year in tents. It is faid, that the BAC- 
TIARIS joined to the LoR1ANs, would have been able to raife the fiege 
of ISFAHAN, in the late revolution by the arcHans, if the antipathy 
which reigns between thefe two neighbouring people, had not prevent- 
ed their acting in concert upon that important occafion: this fpirit of 
diffenfion brought on the difgrace of both nations. We have feen how 
the vALI of LoRIsTAN abandoned his country upon the approach of the 
TURKS. SEFFIE, KHAN Of the BACTIARIS, took a lefs prudent ftep, tho’ 
in appearance more generous: he marched with all the troops he could 
collect to meet the enemy ; the fortune of the day was for a long while 

dubious > 


> De wis e Calls the capital by the fame name as the province, viz. LORISTAN. € AHOUVAS 
feems to be the proper name of the capital of this country, if it is neighbouring to LorisTan; tho’ 
in page 112. HONSAR Near ISFAHAN is reprefented as the capital. BAcTIaRIA isa country, which 
does not appear in maps under that name. It is fometimes confounded with the antient BacTRIA, a 
country quite remote, bordering on INDEPENDANT TaRTARY, on the eaftern fide of the CASPIAN 
s—EA. De r'ısLe hasa pacrriant to the north of ceoraia. We feem to be left pretty much 
in the dark with refpect to the countries bordering on arasia ; but this in queftion may probably 
be meant of that country, of which anovas is the capital, according to DE L'ISLE. 
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dubious ; but the PERs1ANs at length gave way to numbers, and faved 
themfelves by flight. 





After this victory, the pasHa of MosuL advanced within four and twenty 
leagues of ISFAHAN ; and would doubtlefs have approached nearer, if he 
had not met with the advanced pofts of the arcuans on the road, againft 
whom, as there was no declaration of war, he did not prefume to com- 
mit any act of hoftility. The pacrraris, who were retired with their 
flocks into the mountains, fought for an opportunity to revenge their de- 
feat; and harrafled the turks by frequent and fudden attacks. The 
BASHA, unaccuftomed to this method of fighting, was more difpofed to 
retreat than purfue his victory, when he was informed that the vau1 of 
LORISTAN, tho’ unable to ftand againft the TURKISH army, carried the 
war into their country, by which means he foon obliged them to aban- 
don this province. The KHANS of AHouas and susTER, convinced of the 
facility of plundering a country, which by the BasHa’s excurfions was 
left defencelefs, joined him, and formed an army of near 20,000 men. 
They entered the territories of BAGDAT, and fpread terror and defolation 
over all the country, as far as the capital. The two daughters of the 
VALI, who fought by his fide at the battle of GULNABAD, were induced 
by their filial duty and military genius to attend their father in this expe- 
dition; as they had alfo done in a late incurfion towards Bassora. from 
whence their father returned loaded with a confiderable booty. 


The prudent conduct of the varr produced the effect which he ex- 
pected. As foon as ACHMED BASHA heard that the enemy were ravaging 
his government, he fent orders to the BASHA of MosuL to re-join his 
army, and left the varı at liberty to return home by another rout. The 
TURKS loft a great number of men in this expedition: all the advantage 


they reaped from it, was the empty glory of having marched within 
three days journey of IsrAHAN. 


OCHAR 
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CHAP. XXV. 


The RUSSIANS uneafy at the conquefls made by the TURKS. Succefs of the 
RUSSIAN arms in PERSIA. The TURKS evade fettling the limits of their 
conquefis with the RUSSIAN refident. ASHREFF fends an embaffador to 
the port. Cbaraéter of this minifter. He is admitted to an audience 
of the grand vizir, His conferences with the TURKISH minifters, 


HE rapidity of thefe conquefts gave great uneafinefs to the rUs- 

SIAN minifters. Since the taking of ravRis, the grand fignior 
affeCied lefs condefcenfion towards that court; and now the important 
fucceties of the laft campaign, together with the flow progrefs of thefe new 
allies, greatly diminifhed the regard which had been fhewn them before 
the death of the RUSSIAN emperor, 








The inaction of the RUSSIANS in PERSIA, was Owing to the circum- 
ftances of the court of ST. PETERSBURG. ‘There was fome reafon to fear, 
that the throne was not fo fecurely eftablifhed, as to venture upon the 
purfuit of conquefts in asta, by which nothing could be gained ; and 
which, it is probable, were never meant on any other account than to 
check the TURKS. And as for the swEpes and other neighbouring powers, 
being no longer reftrained by the reputation which the czar had ac- 
quired, they might be the more difpofed to feize the firft favourable op- 
portunity to renew or form pretenfions; for which fovereigns are never 
without reafons. 


The russians, however, during this time had obtained fome advan- 
tages in PERSIA. Maruskin, one of their lieutenant-generals, having 
been informed, that the former vizir of rEsHp had built a fort on the 
confines of GHILAN towards MAZANDERAN, with a defign of molefting 
his foragers; he fent a body of troops thither in the month of June, and 
drove the enemy into MAZANDERAN. 


The vizir afterwards affembled his forces, and marched in order tc 
fight the enemy; but the Russian infantry foon put them to flight. The 
Vou, III, Gg demolition 


1725. 





1725. 


234 THE REIGN OF Part VIII. 


demolition of the fort, and the taking of LAHIJAN °, were the fruits of 
this victory. The sHAMKALL of TARKOU, having fubmitted with re- 
Juctancy to the yoke impofed on him by the czar, engaged fome of the 
neighbouring princes in his quarrel: he took the field at the head of an 
army, but foon had reafon to repent this ftep; for a body of RUSSIANS 
attacked him the twenty-fixth of SEPTEMBER, defeated, and drove him 
into the mountains. 'TARKOU, and feveral villages belonging to its de- 
pendancy, were pillaged and burnt; and his allies loft on this occafion 
one of their princes, with four of their chiefs. 


But thefe advantages could enter into no comparifon with the conquefts 
made by the rurks, who being now become matters of the feveral pro- 
vinces adjudged to them by the partition treaty, reproached the RUSSIANS 
for keeping on the defenfive, when, according to the treaty, they ought 
to have acted with vigour, in order to drive the AFGHANS out of PERSIA. 


RoMANZOFF, the RUSSIAN minifter at the port, was too expert a poli- 
tician not to forefee the uneafinefs he fhould be expofed to: he therefore 
follicited to go and fettle upon the fpot the refpective limits. At length 
he had a conference upon this fubject, when the REYS EFFENDI repre- 
fented, that the feafon was too far advanced ; and moreover, that as the 
principal articles of the partition treaty were to be performed in SHIRVAN, 
it would be requifite to give time to SAVI MUSTAFA to fubdue the people 
of that province, who had lately blockaded sHamaxie. Thus the ge- 
neral ROMANZOFF had the mortification to fee his journey poftponed till 
the next year. 


The port, not chufing to carry things to extremity, affected a conde- 
fcenfion towards the rnusstans. The inhabitants of aRDEVILLE had fent 
deputies to ABDALLAH BASHA, folliciting the protection of the grand 
fignior, The TURKISH general knowing that this city was beyond the 
limits prefcribed by the treaty, would not fend any troops thither with- 
out orders. The grand vizir communicated this affair to the envoy and 
refident of Russia, affuring them that thefe propofals fhould be rejected. 
This appearance of fincerity, already contradicted by the invafion of Lo- 

RISTAN 
© See Vol. I. Page 324, 
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RISTAN and other conquetts, did not laftlong. ABDALLAH BASHA received 
fecret orders, in confequence of which he took poffeffion of arDEVILLE, 
as it were provifionally, and under a pretence that the rebels had a defign 
upon it. OvRouMtI, a city in the neighbourhood of TAvris, had lately 
imitated the fame example, by fubmitting voluntarily to the TURKS. The 
irregularity of this proceeding, occafioned frefh complaints. The RUSSIANS 
alledged moreover, that the port had committed a new violation of the 
treaty, by receiving an embaffador from the rebel AFGHANS. 





AsHREEF was {o terrified at the progrefs of the orroMaN arms, that he 
addrefled a manifefto to the inhabitants of MIANA, and fome other frontier 
towns, exhorting them to fubmit to his dominion; after which, he at- 
tempted to reconcile by treaty, what he could hardly obtain in the field. 
The negotiation was committed to ABDUL AZIZ KHAN an AFGHAN, 
who from a fimple mule-driver, had, by his courage and refolution, at- 
tained to the pofts of colonel and commandant of yuLtra. He fet out 
from ISFAHAN in SEPTEMBER; but having been detained twenty days at 
HOROMABAD by ACHMED BASHA, and twelve at HAMADAN, he did not 
reach scuTARI till the twentieth of yaNuARy this year. 


The arrival of this embaffador, induced the orroMAN court to believe, 
that the AFGHANS, intimidated by the fuccefs of the TURKISH arms in the 
laft campaign, would acknowledge the grand fignior as 1AM‘, and fue for 
peace at any rate. However, it was determined in council, that this mi- 
nifter fhould be received only as a fimple meflenger, deputed by a prince 
of the fame religion as the ruRKs. ABDUL AZIZ expected an audience 
as an embaffador from a king of the fect of the suNNIs; but perceiving 
that the court did not intend to acknowledge him in any public character, 
he pretended to be ill, and defired to be removed to CONSTANTINOPLE. 
As it was the intention of the port to grant him an audience, they eafily 
confented to his requeft, which perhaps had been fuggefted to him ; but 
inftead of a galley, according to the cuftom obferved towards embafiadors, 
he was fent in a gondola. 


Gg 2 The 


f The fupreme head, both in fpirituals and temporals, of the MAHOMMEDANS. See page 175. 
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The ninth of FEBRUARY, he was conducted to the audience of the 
grand vizir, with more ceremonies than he could reafonably expeét, as 
the agent of a chief, whofe fovereignty was not acknowledged by any 
crowned head. He perfifted in vain that he would deliver asHreEFF’s 
letter to none but the grand fignior himfelf; which as the cafe ftood, was 
not practicable. ‘The turks, who are not very fcrupulous in regard to 
the privileges even of the moft authorized minifters, finding they could 


not prevail upon him to deliver up the letter, refolved to take it from 
him. 


ASHREFF’s propofals were very bold, and far from being couched in 
the moft refpectful terms. This prince in his letter aflumed the pom- 
pous title of king of kings; he concluded it with four ARABIAN verfes, 
the fenfe of which feems to be very romantic, as well as imperious, viz. 


“ The fabre and the lance are our {weet bafil ; 


‘ We defpife the daffodil and myrrh ; 
« Our drink is the blood of our enemies, 
‘ And their fkulls ferve us for our cups.” 


The fentence on the fignet® was of the fame nature. ‘ The faithful 
** obferver of the commandments of the moft high; the duft of the feet 
“ of the four friends, ABUBEKER, OMAR, OSMAN, and ALI, is ASHREFF, 


“ by the divine permiffion become the moft illuftrious of the fovereigns 
** of the earth.” 


The apprehenfions which had been entertained at CONSTANTINOPLE, 
concerning the humiliation of the AFGHANs, were changed into indigna- 
tion. As they looked upon the haughtinefs of asuREFF as unpardonable, 
the minifters were very defirous that the people fhould approve of the 
war, fo that they {pared no pains to inflame their refentments. 


In the mean time, ABDUL AZIZ {upported his mafter’s intereft, with a 
confidence anfwerable to the pompous title which that prince had af- 
fumed. The negotiation feemed to tend more to mortify the TuRKs, 

than 


= They give this fignet the name of sux. It is an impreffion in ink, which ferves inftead of a 
fignature. See Vol. I, page 317. 
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than the refufal of the OTTOMAN court to acknowledge ABDUL AZIZ as 1726, 
embafflador, had humbled this arenan. He behaved, under thefe deli- 

cate circumftances, with great intrepidity, and as much confidence, as if 

he had been acknowledged in a public character ; infomuch, that the mini- 

fters of the grand fignior began at length to be embaraffed. In the an- 

{wer which the MUFTI, and the expounders of the law at CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE, gave to a letter written to them by the Mranai and the expoun- 

ders of the law at IsFAHAN, we find the principal points on which thefe 
conferences turned. 


Religion was the object on which the arcuaws founded their pre- 
tenfions, ABDUL AZIZ reproached the TuRKs, with having failed in an 
efiential point of their faith, in not making all their efforts, as the ar- 
GHANS had done, to deftroy the monarchy of the scuras. He allowed, 
that the grand fignior was lawful 1mAm in TURKEY; but he added, that 
this did not hinder AsHREFF and his fucceffors from being IMAMs in PER- 
sta; efpecially, as a fingle chief is not fufficient to govern countries fo 
vaftly extended, as thofe poffeffed by muffulmen. He maintained, that 
a conqueror, acknowledged by the grandees of a kingdom, was the law- 
ful fovereign of it; and as fuch had a right to claim the towns and pro- 
vinces which had been torn from it; fince his fovereignty extended to 


thofe provinces and towns, as well as to places where his authority was 
eftablifhed. 


The TURKISH commifiaries appointed to treat with him, made anfwer, 
that the wars which the grand fignior had been obliged to maintain againft 
the different chriftian powers, had prevented his deftroying the empire 
of the scuras; that he had deprived the scurAs of many confiderable 
provinces, and as foon as the peace concluded with the princes of EUROPE 
afforded him leifure, he would accomplith the work. They added, that 
according to law and tradition, there could not be more than one IMAM 
at a time, unlefs their dominions were feparated by the fea, which might 
prevent all communication: that this was not the cafe with refpect to PER- 
SIA ; nor was ISFAHAN at fuch a diftance, as to render the nomination 
of another chief neceflary ; fince under the reign of omar, whofe em- 

pire 
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1726. pire extended from MECCA to HAMADAN, a plurality of Caliphs had never 
been acknowledged: that the fovereignty of the conquefts made by the 
AFGHANS, as well as of thofe made by the grand fignior, belonged of 
right to this monarch, in quality of imam, while the arcHans could 
pretend to nothing further, than the moveable goods of the people whom 
they had vanquifhed ; and they defied ABDUL aziz to prove the contrary. 


CHA Pi AASV 


The TURKISH minifters propofe queries to the muFTI, relating to the con- 
hitency of a rupture with ASHREFF. Anfwer of the MuFTI. The port 
declares war againft ASHREFF. The arcHan embaffador fets out from 
CONSTANTINOPLE, and is arrefted on the road by orders from the grand 
Signor, Cassin furrenders to ABDALLAH BASHA. Difpute between the 
TURKISH generals. Maifunderftanding between the RUSSIANS and the 
TURKS. ABDALLAH BASHA defeats T£HMAS’s troops before ARDEVILLE. 





wt ee TURKISH minifters perfifted in maintaining that there could be 
only one IMAM, and that this IMAM ought to be the grand fig- 
nior, not only on account of his hereditary fovereignty, but becaufe he 
had in his power the principal places of worfhip of the three written 
religions*. ‘This difpute, the decifion of which feemed to reft on the 
longeft {word, was however fupported by ABDUL Azız, who anfwered 
undauntedly ; that if the muffulmen of the two empires could acknow- 
ledge only the fame head, this title was due to asHREFF, as defcended from 
the illuftrious tribe of corarcu', to whom the dignity of Caliph by right 
belongs, and as deftroyer of the monarchy of the scutas; and not toa 
prince born among a nation of an obfcure original, who, not fatisfied with 
granting peace to heretics, had, by a treaty contrary to the law, delivered 
into 

h Mecca, becaufe of the temple, which they fay anrauHam, father of the HEBREWs, built 
there, and as the place where MAHOMMED was born: JERUSALEM, refpected by the jews, and 


much more fo by the chriftians: and MEDINA, the feat of the empire, and burying place of their 
Propnet, and of the firft Caliphs his fucceffors. i The tribe of MAHOMMED, one of the 


moft illuftrious of mecca, who were difting uifhed by their care of the temple which was intrufted 
to them. 
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into the hands of infidels, feveral cities t in which mofques had bec 
erected. 


Thefe conferences ferved to increafe the animofity of both parties, 
The port was defirous of war; but as the MAHOMMEDANS look upon it 
as vile and difhonourable to declare war againft a people of their own 
fe&t, the Turks would have been glad at leaft, that asHreFF fhould lay 
them under a neceffity of breaking with him, or to find fome proper 
reafon for a rupture: the moft plaufible feemed to arife from the very na- 
ture of the negotiation, efpecially as the AFGHAN, in the courfe of the ar- 
gument, pretended to prove his mafter fuperior in birth and dignity to 
the grand fignior. 


The letters which pafled between the MUFTI of CONSTANTINOPLE, and 
the MEANGI Of ISFAHAN already mentioned, were made public, and 
ferved as a manifefto; and perhaps had a ftronger effect, than if it had 
borne that title; for it was made ufe of to conciliate the minds of the peo- 
ple toa rupture with the AFGHANS. The port then demanded the Ferra! 
of the MUFTI, propofing the following queries : 


« y Whether it be permitted by the law, for the true believers to ac- 
« knowledge and cbey at one and the fame time two different chiefs ? 


« 2. In what manner they ought to act againft a muffulman, who 
“ after fubduing the capital of PERSIA, and fome other towns contiguous 
“ to the conquefts made by the orroMaN arms, fhould conteft the grand 
« fignior’s fovereignty, annexed to the dignity of Imam, and fend letters 
« demanding thofe conquefts, under pretence that they conftitute part of 
“ anempire which belongs to him of right, as poffeffor of the capital, and 
« of the throne of the scutas ?” 


The murri an{wered the firft of thefe queries, “ That a plurality of 
chiefs was declared unlawful by the aflembly of the asHasps™, unlefs 
there fhould be fome barrier betwixt their territories, fuch, for inftance, 

cc as 
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* BeLGRaADEe ceded in 1718 to the emperor by the treaty of PAss\ROwITZ, and DERBE Bto 
the empire of RUSSIA. See page 36. m A rame given to the companions of 
MAHOMMEDs i 





240 THE REIGN OF Part VIII. 


« as the INDIAN OCEAN, which might hinder them to confult, and to 
« affift each other.” 


On the fecond query he determined, “ That if the muflulman in 
« queftion defifted from his pretenfions, and fubmitted to the authority 
« of the head of the faithful, every thing would be right; but if he 
« perfifted in his rebellion, his death was declared neceflary by a precept 
« of the law, which enjoined the deftruction of him.” 


Thefe FETFAs were followed by a declaration of war. The grand 
fignior being affronted at the infolence of asureEFrF’s feals, caufed a fignet 


to be made, with an infcription of the fame romantic nature as that of 
ASHREFF’S already related. 


« The defender of juftice, zealous for the four friends”, 

« Ts ACHMED, fon of the warlike MAHOMMED, ever accuftomed to 
« {ubdue his enemies. 

« By the eternal truth, AsHREFF is not the moft illuftrious of the 
“ kings of the earth: 

« He isa pafte kneaded with the leaven of MIR vais, a rebel, and 
“« {ymbol of ignominy.” 


If we confider with what a blind enthufiafm iome religious wars have 
been carried on in EUROPE, we fhall not be furprized at thefe romantic 
preludes to the fhedding of MAHOMMEDAN blood. After thefe contetfts, 
ABDUL AZIZ had his audience of leave from the grand vizir on the laft 
day of Marca, with very little ceremony. This minifter however pre- 
fented him with ten purfes ° for himfelf, one for his nephew, who had 
accompanied him in his journey, and another for his chaplain. He alfo 
fent a very fine watch for ASHREFF’s ATHEMAT DOULET, in acknowledg- 
ment for a ftring of pearls which he had received from that minifter. 
The next day ABDUL aziz took his leave of the mufti, and departed for 
BAGDAT under the condu¢t of a TURKISH AGA. 


This AFGHAN embaflador had fcarce entered the province of DIARBE- 
KIR when he was arrefted by the commandant of KERKIsIA, a fortrefs 
near 


© ABUKERKER, OMAR, OSMAN, and ALI, 500 dollars of 4s. each purfe, 
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near the EUPHRATES. The port, in order to authorize fuch a proceeding, 
gave out that ASHREFF had fet the example, by confining, in the com- 
mon jail, an officer whom ACHMED BASHA had fent to him; but it may 
be prefumed, that the grand fignior was unwilling this envoy fhould in- 
form ASHREFF, of the repugnance which the ruRKIsH army fhewed to 


the war. 


In the mean time, the inhabitants of caAsBIN made an offer to ABDAL- 
LAH BASHA, Of fubmitting to the orroMAN dominion, on condition the 
grand fignior would be fatisfied with fending them a TURKISH governor, 
but no troops. This general, however, fent 12000 men under the com- 
mand of ALI BASHA, one of his principal officers, who took poffeffion of 
the town in the name of the grand fignior. Maraga alfo fell under the 
dominion of the port; but this conqueft had like to have proved fatal, 
by the jealoufy which arofe between the BASHAS ABDALLAH and ACHMED, 
who both pretended to the government of that place. This town had 
always been in the diftrict of TavRis, a circumftance which feemed de- 
cifive in favour of ABDALLAH; and yet the reputation of AcHMED pre- 
vailed over every other confideration. ABDALLAH would have retired to 
OURFA, the capital of his government, if the grand fignior had not recom- 
mended his facrificing his private refentment to the intereft of the empire. 





The russ1AN minifter at the port having learnt that a body of TURKS 
had advanced towards GHiLAN, made his complaint, and was anfwer- 
ed, that the RussIANs ought to repel any troops who {fhould difturb 
them, contrary to treaty. It could not however be fuppofed, that 
this detachment had acted without orders; hence it was inferred, that 
the TURKS had entered GHILAN, only to feel the pulfe of the russ1 Ans, 
who were confidered as enjoying the choiceft province in the whole 
country, tho’ in fact they drew but very little, if any advantage from it. 
It is reafonable to prefume, that the curiofity of the TuRKs was excited 
by the follicitation of both the ENGLISH and FRENCH embafiadors: the 
ARMENIANS, who were wont to bring filk to them from GHILAN, on 
account of thefe troubles difcontinued their caravans, which was by no 
means fatisfactory to the merchants of thefe nations. 


Vout. III. H h The 
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The oTTOMAN armies had in the mean time taken the field, and 
their firft operations feemed to promife as much fuccefs as the preceding 
years. ABDALLAH BASHA received advice, that the persraNs had afí- 
fembled troops near the confiux of the ARAs and the kura, defigning 
to attack ARDEVILLE. Upon which he detached 10,000 men againít 
them, under the command of his fon ABDERRAHMAM, and put them to 
flight. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


TÆHMAS SHAH endeavours to negotiate a treaty with the RUSSIANS and 
TURKS. ASHREFF /fortifies ISFAHAN. He marches an army to meet 
ACHMED BASHA. Stratagem ufed by ASHREFF to evade a battle with 
the TURKS. ACHMED refolves to give the AFGHANS battle. The TURKS 


are defeated. 





ÆHM AS suau was now a fugitive in the province of MAZAN- 

DERAN, after his efcape from the fnare which had been laid for 
him by AsHREFF. ‘That efcape convinced him, that the throne of his 
anceftors was recoverable only by force of arms; and feeing himfelf be- 
trayed or deferted in every quarter, he determincd to agree to the*’execu- 
tion of the treaty of CONSTANTINOPLE. In confequence hereof he fent 
an embaflador to the court of RussIA; and at the fame time he wrote to 
ABDALLAH BASHA, defiring this general to acquaint the port of his 
refolution. 





His letter, among other particulars, contained as follows: “ The vileft 

‘ of our fubjects, fome miferable tribes of AFGHANs, have by the per- 
miffion of the Supreme, revolted againft their lawful fovereign, and 
s made themfelves mafter of part of our dominions, You have taken 
advantage of this fatal conjuncture to attack us, and thefe hoftilities have 
prevented our ftopping the progrefs of the rebels. Such a behaviour we 
fid not expect. Who could have imagined, that an OTTOMAN ge- 
“ neral 
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« neral would have had recourfe to artifice, to make himfelf mafter of 1726. 


€ TEFLIS? 


« How can we difcover an enemy difguifed under the veil of friend- 
« fhip? Does the bird know that the {pray on which it perches, will 
‘© one day make its cage * ? 


« The russrANs have offered us their affiftance, but we refufed it 
« from a nation who are enemies to our religion. Being therefore under 
«< a neceflity of punifhing our rebellious fubjects, we earneftly beg you 
« will engage our illuftrious father, the papIsHanH'*, who is the refuge 
« of the univerfe, to grant us a truce of three years; and we agree that 
« the countries which he has conquered, {hall always remain in his 
« hands.” 


How advantageous foever thefe propofals might appear, the port wa- 
vered in her determination, If fhe granted the truce, TÆHMAs might 
be enabled to recover his dominions, which he now yielded by neceffity. 
On the other hand, if fhe continued deaf to his petition, he might throw 
himfelf intirely into the hands of the Russtans. Under thefe circum- 
ftances, the grand fignior commiffioned MUSTAFA EFFENDI, a man, who 
by his extraordinary abilities had raifed himfelf early in life to very con- 
fiderable employments, to go and examine upon the fpot into the fitua- 
tion of affairs, under the {pecious pretext of negotiating the treaty which 
this prince had propofed. 





T #uMas’s propofals to the court of Russ1a did not meet with greater 
fuccefs. Prince DOLGORUKI, who commanded this year in the con- 
quered provinces, detained the embaffador; and we do not find that any 
regard was fhewn to the propofals: indeed it was not probable that the 
RUSSIANS fhould appear in behalf of the fugitive king of Persia, when 
they remained inactive with regard to their own conquett. 


Thefe negotiations of TÆHMASs did not create fo great uneafinefs at 1s- 
FAHAN, as the neighbourhood of the OTTOMAN armies. ASHREFF, 
H.h 2 confideri..g 

h ARABIAN Or PERSIC verfes, i A title which the grand fignior affumes, and which is 


explained by that of emperor, but carries with it alfo a different meaning, as the chief of the m.. 
HOMMEDANS both in fpirituals and temporals, 





244 THE REIGN OF Part VIII. 


1726. confidering that all his forces would be infufficient to defend fo large 
and ill fortified a town, had formed a project of a very fingular nature. 
This was to build a fecond city within the inclofure of the firft. The walls 
were made of earth, and about forty feet high ; they were flanked with 
towers near fifty paces diftant from each other, and furrounded with a 
large deep ditch. This new city included the old citadel, the great fquare, 
and the king’s palace; and what is moft furprizing, it was finifhed in 
lefs than three months, tho’ it was above four miles in circumference. 


AsHREFF having thus prepared a place of retreat, thought of render- 
ing it more difficult of accefs to his new enemies. With this defign, he 
detached fome troops, who ravaged the open country from this capital 
to the very gates of CASBIN. 


ACHMED BASHA, who was marching towards IsFAHAN at the head of 
a formidable army, was therefore obliged to change his rout. He was 
not advanced far, when the inhabitants of CAsBIN, excited by the emif- 
faries of ASHREFF, declared for this prince, and drove away the garrifon 
which ABDALLAH KOUPROLI had quartered in that city, contrary to the 
treaty which they had made. 


AsHREFF, depending more on his cunning and politics, than on the 
ftrength of his armies, publifhed feveral manifefto’s upon this occafion, 
by which he exhorted fome other towns to follow the example of cas- 
BIN: and in order to perfuade them to it the more eafily, he promifed 
to exempt them from all impofts during the fpace of three years, if they 
would voluntarily fubmit to his dominion. 


This prince, after the example of his predeceffor, ufed all his en- 
deavours to prevent the inhabitants of the capital knowing what paffed 
abroad: yet they received fome imperfect accounts concerning the mo- 
tions and defigns of the TuRKs, which flung the city into a general con- 
{ternation. ‘Fhe orToMAN army were apprehended to be very numerous, 
fo that the fall of the aFGHANS was confidered as inevitable. The PER- 
stAns and chriftians were equally defirous of changing mafters, the one 
thro’ ayerfion, and the other from views of commerce; but the recent. 

remembrance 
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remembrance of the miferies they had fuffered, and the notion they had 
entertained of the cruelty of the TuRKs, made them confider this new 
revolution as a misfortune, in which they were in great danger of being 
involved. 


AsHREFF was not without anxiety, but he concealed all emotions of 
fear, with a feeming indifference. That he might not rifk his whole for- 
tune at once, by waiting for the enemy under the walls of his capital, he 
put himfelf at the head of his troops, and went forward to meet them, 
His firt camp was at SHAH BAGHI, a place diftant five or fix leagues 
from ISFAHAN. Here he fpent fome days in making the neceflary pre- 
parations ; after which he marched towards HAMADAN, by the fame road 
which he knew ACHMED BASHA had taken. 


The TURKISH army was advanced about twenty leagues from that city, 
when his fcouts brought him word, that the arGuaAwns were within fight. 
Towards the 2oth of NOVEMBER, the two armies incamped within three 
leagues of each other; they had been in this pofition fome days, when 
ACHMED BASHA refolved to try the mettle of an enemy, with whofe 
manner of fighting he was not acquainted. With this view, he ordered 
two thoufand horfe*, fupported by four thoufand Janiffaries, to advance 
before the main body of his army; but this detachment having been 
condugied by guides not well acquainted with the road; within half a 
league of ASHREFF’s camp, were furrounded by the AFGHANS, and cut 
in pieces ; almoft in fight of their general, who was in full march with 
his whole army to their affiftance. 


AcuMeD, difcouraged at this misfortune, ordered his army to entrench 
themfelves. AsHREFF, in the mean while, had recourfe to art and ftratagem. 
The {mall number and the inexperience of his troops not permitting him 
to expect any advantage over his enemy by nobler methods ; he endea- 
voured to fow the feeds of fedition in the TuRKIsH camp. He {pared 
neither money nor promifes to tempt thofe officers whom he thought 
leaft mindful of their duty; whilft his partifans in the TURKISH army 


handed writings about in form of manifefto’s, wherein he protefted, 
“ That 


k Spahis, or as1aTic Cavalry. 
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“ That it was with the greateft concern he faw mufiulmen bent upon 
s the deftruction of each other; that this war, unlawful in itfelf, and 
difhonourable to religion, had already lafted too long. In regard to 
himfelf, he called Gop and MAHQMMED to witnefs, that he wifhed 
for nothing with fo much earneftnefs, as to enter into a reafonable ac- 
commodation.’” ‘To this he added another expedient of a more public 
kind, but not lefs artful: He chofe from among his nation four cHErKs}, 
the moft venerable for their age and knowledge; and ordering them to 


put on their ceremonial habits, he fent them as embaffadors to the 
BASHA’S camp. 


cc 


A 


k 


4 


A 


cK 


Thefe old men prefented themfelves unarmed, and were condu&ed to 
the general, who treated them with refpe@t. After the ufual compliments, 
the eldeft of them addreffing himfelf to the pasHa, in an audible but 
modeft tone of voice, fpoke to this effet: “ AsHrEFF, our fovereign 
“ Jord, has fent us to defire you not to draw your fabre againft muflul- 
men, who have obeyed the precept of the law in fubverting the throne 
“ of the scnras. Hie is furprized that the orromans fhould treat him 
“ as an enemy, and make an alliance with chriftians, with a defign to 
{trip him of a kingdom, to which his being a defcendant of the pro- 
phet’s own tribe, his religion, and his conquefts, give him fuch juft 
“ rights. He protefts before Gop, that he lays all the blood that fhall 
be fpilt in this iniquitous war to your charge, if you oppofe his eftablith- 
ing the true worfhip in his dominions, and reduce the arcHANs to the 
hard necefflity of defending themfelves againft their own brethren.” 


Las 
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ec 


This audience was given, according to cuftom, in full aflembly. The 
TURKISH general perceiving that this difcourfe made an imprefiion on the 
minds of fome of his foldiers, who were already influenced by the age 
and character of the deputies, made anfwer immediately; “ That he 
‘“ was come into PERSIA in confequence of the orders of the emperor his 
“ mafter; that muffulmen could not, according to law, have more than 
“ one head in fpirituals, as well as temporals; and that the grand fignior 

“ being 


This 4RABIAN word fignifies not only an old man, but likewife a prince, a doétor, or the head 
of a community. 
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“ being poffeffed of this title as fuccceffor to the Caliphs, AsHREFF muft 
‘© acknowledge him in that quality, or he fhould foon fecl the effeéts of 
“ the ftrength and courage of the orroMan forces. 


The general had fcarce finifhed, when the callers to prayer ™ gave 
notice that it was noon. The cHEIKs, attentive to the purpofe of their 
commiffion, as well as their duty in point of religion, rofe up immedi- 
ately without making any reply, and joined in prayer with the rurks. 
By this act they gave proof of the conformity of their religion; they 
concluded their prayer, begging with a loud voice, that the Almighty 
would pleafe to open the eyes, and to touch the hearts of thefe mufful- 
men their brethren. 


After this they withdrew, making frefh proteftations that their mafter 
was innocent of the blood that was going to be fhed. This artful con- 
duct, ftrengthened by the fecret intrigues of ASHREFF, foon began to pro- 
duce its effects; for the deputies were hardly out of the camp, when 
they were followed by a prince of the KouRDs, with five thoufand men 
of his nation. 


The sasa being informed, that the cHEIKs were attended by more 
troops than he had fent to efcort them, fufpected fome treachery, and 
difpatched a large body of horfe after the deferters: part of this detach- 
ment joined the kourps, fo that the reft being inferior in number, were 
obliged to fuffer them to proceed unmolefted to the enemy’s army. 


ACHMED being ftruck with this event, which might prove of a very 
dangerous confequence, refolved to give the enemy battle. AsHREFF, 
grown braver by necefflity, and the reinforcement of the KouRDs, who 
came over to him, marched immediately out of his camp, and advanced 
towards the enemy. The Turks quitted their lines, and ranged them- 
felves in battalia. Their army contifted of between feventy and eighty 
thoufand men. The right wing was formed by twenty thoufand KourpDs, 
who were all cavalry, under the orders of BABEC SOLIMAN OGLOU their 
prince. The left was commanded by SELICTAR MAHOMMED, and five 
other BASHAS, among whom were ABDERRAHMAM, fon of the sERA?- 


KIER 
= Thefe are called 110L2I1Ns. 
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KIER ABDALLAH, and HUSSEIN alfo, of the celebrated family of Kovu- 
PROLI. This army was alfo attended with a train of feventy pieces of 
cannon. 


AsHREFF’s army confifted of feventeen thoufand foot, among whom 
were twelve thoufand AFGHANS, with coats of mail”; fixteen thoufand 
horfe, AFGHANS, PERSEES, and DERGHEZINS, with forty harquebuffes 
mounted on camels backs. This prince, furrounded by his principal mi- 
nifters, was feated, according to the cuftom of the INDIAN kings, on a 
throne carried by an elephant. 


The turks gave the fignal of battle at fix in the morning, by firing 
ten pieces of cannon. The aFGHANs returned it with five: upon which 
the SERASKIER charged them brifkly at the head of the right wing, and 
repeated the attack three feveral times with great bravery, during which 
time his artillery kept an inceffant fire ; yet he was repulfed on every fide, 
and obliged, towards three in the afternoon, to retire in diforder to his 
entrenchments. The rurxs loft twelve thoufand men: their defeat 
would probably have been more complete, if asurerr had not forbid 
his men to purfue them. 


This conduct might alfo be imputed to a new piece of policy. The 
greateft part of the orroMaN army had not engaged, and an eagernefs 
of purfuit might have {natched the victory from him ; efpecially as there 
was little reafon to believe that the enemy, contrary to their cuftom in 
fuch cafes, would keep the field. 


a This is a light iron net-work about the head and fhoulders, and fometimes they wear the fame 
kind of armour on their bodies under their cloaths. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 


Artful behaviour of ASHREFF towards the ruRKs. Situation of the port 
in regard to other powers. Great preparations in TURKEY againf? the 
AFGHANS. The TURKS unfuccefsful againft the ARMENIANS. Prudent 
adminiftration of ASHREFF. The turks fend commiffaries into PERSIA 
to treat with ASHREFF. A treaty of peace concluded in the camp of 
HAMADAN, between the TURKS and the AFGHANS in 1727, 





SHREF F, after his victory, removed his camp to the field of 
battle. ‘The event juftified the prudence of his meafures ; for the 
next night, the KourDs fpread themfelves along the lines of the TURKS, 
crying out, that as part of the army was gone over to the arcuans, they 
would alfo retire immediately ; after which, taking an advantage of the 
diforder which they had occafioned, they began to plunder the baggage. 





Thefe feditious clamours produced the effeét, which the authors of 
them intended. The sERASKIER perceiving that he fhould expofe him- 
{elf to no purpofe, in venturing a fecond engagement, while his troops 
were thus difheartened and mutinous, decamped filently in the night; 
and leaving his baggage and artillery behind him, he retired to KHER- 
MANSHA. 


The AFGHAN prince did not interrupt his march: it was not his defign 
to demolifh an army which might be eafily replaced, but to baffle the 
projects of the port, by increafing the repugnance which the TURKISH 
nation in general fhewed to this war. The fame religious zeal, which 
has ever created fuch bloody contefts between the rurxKs and the PER- 
SIANS, Was now a reafon not to fight with the arcHans. ASHREFF ac- 
companied rather than purfued them as far as the walls of this city. But 
not fatisfied with having defeated his enemics, and driven them from his 
frontiers, which was acting merely on the defenfive, he ufed other gentle 
expedients to difarm them. 


He was no fooner arrived near KHERMANSHA, than this artful AFGHAN 
{fent deputies to ACHMED BASHA, who, upon the approach of the PER- 
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SIAN army, retired with his fcattered forces towards BAGDAT. Inftead of 
propofing a negotiation, as was expected, thefe deputies declared to him 
publicly to this effet: ‘* It is the opinion of our fovereign AsHREFF, that 
“ the fpoils taken from people of the fame religion, cannot be kept as a 
« fair booty: as he is poffefied of his dominions as a lawful prince, he 
‘© does not think fit to act as a robber, by detaining the property of his 
‘ brethren; for which reafon he has commiffioned us to acquaint you, 
« that you may fend for your treafure and baggage, and, except arms, in 
‘© general for whatever your troops left in their camp.” ‘To this a& of 
generofity, ASHREFF added that of returning the prifoners he had taken. 
Doubtlefs this prince intended to create friends of people, whom he had 
no further reafon to fear, at leaft in the prefent campaign. 


P 


The Turks were the more affected with it, as they had other troubles 
upon their hands. The death of PETER the GREAT, had not been at- 
tended with any of thofe changes, which they expected. This monarch’s 
laft will, fupported by the grandees, and by the whole army, eftablithed 
the emprefs CATHARINE on the throne without any competition. Vacu- 
TANGA, the GEORGIAN prince, who was driven from TEFLIs, and re- 
tired to sT. PETERSBURG, was now fent to ASTRACHAN. ‘The RUSSIAN 
emprefs being affronted at the little regard which the port fhewed to the 
reprefentations of her minifters, required of this prince to take up his 
refidence in that city, in the neighbourhood of his own country. This 
circumiftance, joined to the inconftancy of the GEORGIANS, alarmed the 
TURKS. 


SULTAN DELI, a nephew of the KHAN of the CRIM TARTARS, now 
headed a body of male-contents, and gathered new ftrength and courage, 
by a great number of c1RCAssrIANs and other TARTARS, whom he drew 
to his ftandard. ‘The reputation of his arms, and the defire of plunder, 
had lately tempted them to make an expedition towards AzoPH, from 
whence they returned loaded with fpoils, before the KHAN had time to 
oppofe them. 


In the mean time, things continued in fome confufion on the weftern 
coaft of the CASPIAN SEA, Prince DOLGoRUKI made no progrefs on the’ 
2 fide 
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fide of sHIRVAN: the LESGEES were mafters of great part of that pro- 
vince, and were interefted to oppofe the intended partition; fo that the 
RUSSIAN and TURKISH deputies had no opportunity to execute their com- 
miffion. ‘Towards the fouth, the arass, naturally fierce and impatient 
of any foreign yoke, would not fubmit without the utmoft reluctancy. 
The title of conaisH, which asHreErF affumed, joined to the defire of 
novelty, might engage them in that prince’s party ; and with fuch affift- 
ance he might eafily become mafter of MECCA and MEDINA, and caufe 
himfelf to be proclaimed head of the MaHoMMEDANS . The troubles, 
which had lately broke out in EGYPT, were not intirely pacified. The 
court endeavoured to infinuate for fome time, that asHREFF had em- 
braced the religion of the PERsIANs; but this artifice was eafily feen 
thro’ by the people. A war, undertaken again{ft a nation of the fame 
faith, was confidered as odious and unlawful; and the moft zealous at- 
tribuied the lofs of the battle to the divine juftice, which had confounded 
the temerity of thofe who oppofed the propagation of the faith, by de- 
claring againft the deftroyers of the monarchy of the scuras. 





Under fuch circunftances, a perfon of lefs efteem than ACHMED BASHA, 
might have had the difafter imputed to his mifcondudt, and, according to 
the ufual policy of eaftern countries, under this pretence been facrificed 
to the public refentment. But this general was the fon of a man, whofe 
head the port had demanded feveral times to no purpofe ; and they were 
now to behave towards him with deference, that he might not declare 
in favour of ASHREFF, by which means he might aflume an independent 
fovereignty in this province, 


The republic of venice had not forgot her rights to the MoREA, nor 
the emperor of the Romans his to Bosn1A : this prince, already diffatis- 
fied with the ALGERINEs, who had taken one of the thips belonging to 
the EAST INDIA company of osTEND, was not only in peace with all 
EUROPE, but alfo clofely connected with the RUSSIANS. 


With regard to sAn T#HMAs, they did not treat him with fuch 
contempt, as to neglect demanding of inm the ceffion of the provinces 
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they had conquered ; yet all the abilities of MUSTAFA EFFENDI, could 
not prevail on him to agree to the conditions propofed. So that the 
TURKS, tho’ mafters of great armies, and ftrongly inclined to reduce 
PERSIA to their obedience, faw themfelves in danger of being forced to 
relinquifh this favourite object. 


The grand fignior, fenfibly difgufted at his late difgrace, opened his 
treafures, and employed all his minifters in making difpofitions for the 
next campaign. ‘They embarked twelve thoufand men at ALEXxAN- 
DRETTA. Six thoufand men of EyDIN received orders to join them, as 
alfo a body of troops drawn from the ftanding forces of EGYPT : and 
concluding there was better reafon to depend on chriftian fubje@ts, who. 
could not be worked upon by the artful infinuations of AsHREFF, they 
ordered the BaAsHA of Nissa, with twenty thoufand ALBANIANS, and 
the BASHA of BosnIA, with ten thoufand BosNIANs, to take the fame 
rout towards PERSIA. ‘The beginning of APRIL this year, ten men of 
war were alfo fent to saALonica for frefh reinforcements. 


Thefe powerful fuccours were fent to ACHMED BASHA. The winter 
had pafied without any action worth notice, except that of SAVI MUs- 
TAFA, who marched out of Ganja, of which town he was governor, 
and difperfed the ARMENIANS in the neighbourhood of sHAMAKIE 
Thefe people, laying hoid of the prefent circumftances, formed them- 
felves into a kind of republic, which, as we have mentioned, diftin- 
guifhed itfelf by the total defeat of a body of fix thoufand men, whom 
ABDALLAH BASHA had fent againft them the preceding fummer,. It was 
not long before they had their revenge alfo of the governor of Ganja 
It was their cuftom to affemble in great numbers during Eafter, in a plain 
in that neighhourhood. Having received intelligence that the TURKS, 
who could not purfue them into their mountains, had formed a defign 
to furprize them on this occafion, they took their meafures, and not only 
defended themfelves, but alfo drew the Turks into their defiles, where 
they obtained an eafy victory over them. 


AsurerFF faw that the orTOMAN court meditated his ruinm; and tho’ 


he had kept the field, and obtained a victory in the laft campaign, he 
had 
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had hardly any other fupport than his own abilities to maintain himfelf 
upon the throne. His great point was to increafe his reputation for piety 
and religion. With this defign he obliged his minifters and principal offi- 
cers to give him an exact account of their conduct and adminiftration: at 
the fame time, to demonftrate how much he meant to govern as a juft 
prince, he fent to all his governors and great officers, a detail of his mili- 
tary operaticns, and of the manner in which he had governed fince his 
acceflion to the throne. 


This piece of policy was lefs neceffary than he imagined. The vaft 
preparations, which feemed to threaten his utter deftruction, vanifhed of 
themfelves, ‘The new raifed troops in TURKEY, who had been deceived 
with regard to the place to which they were at firft ordered to march, ob- 
ftinately refufed to pafs the frontiers of the empire. The defertion was fo 
much the greater, as the apprehenfion of a general infurreCtion fecured 
them from punifhment. The people and the foldiers murmured alike 
againft a war, which their honeft, tho’ fuperftitious, prejudices, taught 
them to look upon as unjuft and impious. 


The port, alarmed at an oppofition which defeated her projects, did 
not hefitate long upon what meafures to take. She difpatched orders to 
the SERASKIER, ACHMED BASHA, to enter as foon as poffible into a ne- 
gotiation, and to conclude a peace with Asi REFF on the moft honourable 
conditions he could obtain. 


How preffing foever thefe orders were, ACHMED was in no hurry to 
comply with them. This general having received frefh fuccours from 
the KOURDs and ARABs, had formed an army of 60,000 men; with 
thefe he hoped to repair his lofs in the laft campaign, the difgrace of 
which could not be imputed to him. The temper of this general was too 
well known by the TURKISH minifters, to depend on an abfolute compli- 
ance on his fide. Therefore they fent RICHIDI EFFENDI, a man of abili- 
ties and experience in bufinefs; he arrived in SEPTEMBER at the army, 
which had already entered the plain of HAMADAN. ACHMED BASHA had 
at leaft the fatisfaction of treating at the head of a numerous body of forces, 
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The AFGHAN army was not far off, when the BAsHA fent to zouLa, 
prime-minifter and general of AsHREFF’s troops, that now was the time 
to decide their quarrel; therefore he had only to accept of the conditions 
which he was commiffioned to propofe to him, or he muft prepare for 
battle; when he hoped to {hew what an OTTOMAN general, at the head 
of a faithful army, was capable of performing. 





This blunt manner of opening the conferences, contributed to haften 
the conclufion of a peace, now become equally acceptable to both parties. 
The negotiation being referred to men of abilities and moderation, to- 


wards the beginning of ocTOBER a treaty of peace was at length figned 
in the camp of HAMADAN. 


The articles were as follows: 


I, The grand fignior fhall be acknowledged head of the muffulmen, 
and the true fucceflor of the Caliphs. 


II. In this quality, the public prayer ? fhall be made in his name 
throughout all PERSIA. 


III. The provinces, cities, and towns, which he poffeffes in PERSIA, 
fhall be ceded to him in perpetuity. 


IV. He fhall re-enter into poffeflion of cuusIsTAN, retaken froh him 
during the war. 





V. He fhall take poffeffion, and hold in like manner, the cities of 
ZENGAN, SULTANIE, EBHER, T#HIRAN, and their dependancies, 


VI. The artillery, arms, and ftandards, taken from the OTTOMAN 
army in 1726, fhall be reftored. 


VII. Asurerr fhall be acknowledged by the grand fignior as lawful 
fovereign of the kingdom of PERSIA. 


VIII. He fhall be named as fuch after the grand fignior in the public 
prayers, and fhall coin money in his own name. 


IX. He 
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IX. He fhall appoint an EMIR HAHDGEE to conduct the PERSIAN Ca- 1727 
ravan, which goes every year in pilgrimage to Mecca’, This ca- 
ravan fhall, according to cuftom, take the road of BAGDAT; and 
the governor of that city fhall not have a power, as formerly, to 
appoint a chief over it; nor fhall it be fubject to the authority of 
any of the grand fignior’s officers. 


The treaty being ratified on both fides, the peace was proclaimed by 
circular letters through the orTOoMAN empire; and the grand fignior, 
by a folemn embaffy, acknowledged asurerr as the lawful fovereign of 
PERSIA. 


a This cuftom, as I have obferved, had been difcontinued by the persrans, though the sunnis 
make a point of it. 


The END of the THIRD VOLUME 





